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Chief Minister of Sikkim
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Governor of Sikkim

- Governor

On the auspicious occasion of the 74th

Republic Day of our great nation, I extend

my heartiest greetings to the people of

Sikkim and also convey my good wishes to

my fellow citizens in other parts of our

Nation. Let us take this opportunity to

remember the brave soldiers and members

of the armed forces who zealously guard our

borders in the most difficult conditions with

great commitment to their duty thereby,

ensuring our security. Let us also remember

and thank the framers of the Indian

Constitution that declares India a Sovereign,

Socialist, Secular, and Democratic Republic.

Our Constitution assures its citizens Justice,

Equality, and Liberty and

endeavours to promote Fraternity. Today,

we make a promise to our motherland that

we will do all we can to enrich and preserve

our heritage and our national ethos.

The United Nations, at the behest of

the Indian government, has declared the year

2023 as the International Year of Millets. The

‘International Year of Millets’, stands to

provide a unique opportunity to increase

global production, ensure efficient

processing and consumption, promote

better utilization of crop rotations and

encourage networking throughout food

systems to promote millet, a nutrition dense

food, as a key component of the food basket.

The Government of India aims to make it a

people’s movement so that Indian millets,

recipes, and value-added products are

accepted globally. In pursuance of the same,

the State Government will provide full

support towards this noble initiative and will

strive to revive the forgotten glory of millets.

In Sikkim, democracy has taken deep

roots and we have ensured that people are

fully aware of their democratic rights. We

have equally shouldered our responsibility

and have taken an active part in the process

of nation-building. Being a border state, we

have contributed in every possible manner

towards the national security and prosperity

of our great nation. The State Government

has been working ceaselessly towards the

upliftment of our people thereby,

contributing to peace and progress. Sikkim,

today, is an asset to the Country with

numerous awards and recognitions to its

name.  Ever since our small State joined the

national mainstream, the progress in

democratic and plan development has

generated ample social and economic

security for the masses. The journey for

Sikkim has been rewarding and every

developmental effort is satisfactory. Over the

years, Sikkim has left an indelible mark and

has taken progressive steps in the process

of nation building.

The State Government in the last 3

years has placed great emphasis on the

health and well-being of our people through

the development of the healthcare sector in

the State. Commendable efforts have also

been made towards fostering a healthy

society through the provision of quality

health care, and services for all its citizens

up to the remotest areas of our State. We

have, in a very short span of time,

established new super specialities at STNM

Hospital, Sochaygang; established

haemodialysis centres at STNM Hospital,

Sochaygang and at the District Hospitals of

Namchi and Gyalshing; established the first

Viral Research and Diagnostic Laboratory

at STNM Hospital, Sochaygang;

established the first Tertiary Cancer Care

Centre at STNM Hospital, Sochaygang; set

up Oxygen Generation Plants at STNM

Hospital and District Hospitals; introduced

Mobile Village Health Clinic; introduced

Mukhya Mantri Swasthya Suvidha Yojana;

made State Drug Testing Laboratory

(AYUSH) functional; implemented

Ayushman Bharat- Pradhan Mantri Jan

Arogya Yojana. Moreover, we have made

phenomenal progress in primary care

through 126 PHSCs, 22 PHCs and 2 UPHCs

being upgraded to Health and Wellness

Centres. In secondary care, we have

extended the services of Super Specialists

to the District Hospitals through monthly

visits. In tertiary care, Specialized Super

Speciality – Neuro Surgery and Cardio

Thoracic surgery have been established in

Multispeciality STNM Hospital. One of the

most remarkable achievements of the State

government has been in the field of COVID

-19 vaccination with 104.44% coverage

including floating population for the first

dose and 98.47 % for the second dose. The

Government will continue to remain firm in

its resolve to make Sikkim the Health Care

Hub of the Nation.

Dear citizens,

As we celebrate the 74th Republic Day of

our great nation, I extend my warm greetings

and felicitations to the people of Sikkim and

my fellow countrymen. On this day, the

nation gave itself the Constitution that

governs us based on the democratic,

socialist and secular principles.The

Preamble of the Constitution makes this

intent sacrosanct and the content and

various provisions of the Constitution bear

testimony to this unwavering faith of our

people in a democratic form of governance.

India, the world’s largest democracy

owes much, to the patriotism, vision and

statesmanship of the great leaders, it

produced both in the pre and post-

independence period of the Country. Today,

on this special occasion of Republic Day

we, as citizens of India, must take this

opportunity to pay rich tributes to the

freedom fighters who made the ultimate

sacrifice, so that we could live as free citizens

of this great nation.

 India, today, is a mosaic of many

cultures, traditions and religions and I am

proud to say that the Country has emerged

as a shining example of a secular democracy

and one of the fastest-growing economies

in the world. Sikkim is recognized as an

exemplary state owing to its phenomenal

performances in the sectors such as

agriculture, environment, rural development,

health, education and social justice amongst

others. We also pride ourselves on remaining

a progressive core, harmonious and peaceful

State of our motherland, India.

Dear citizens,

The year 2023 has been declared the

International Year of Millets. This was

adopted by a United Nations Resolution for

which India took the lead and was

supported by over 70 nations. Millet as a

nutritional cereal has a wide range of health

benefits and Sikkim through the Agriculture

Department is already participating in the

nations effort to popularise the consumption

of organic millet and further promote the

theme of International Year of Millet 2023 in

the proposed G20 Summit meetings to be

held in Sikkim on March 2023. My

Government will work in full coordination

towards fulfilling and meeting the objectives

of this resolution.

Dear citizens,

It has been widely acknowledged that

Sikkim, today, is one of the most progressive

States in the Country. We have bagged

numerous National and other Awards in

various categories conferred by the

Government of India and other agencies in

the field of tourism, health, education, rural

development, environmental management

and others. This feat has been achieved, by

my Government’s effort to consistently keep

the national perspective and the policy

directives of the Government of India in mind.

Our approach is to develop a comprehensive

developmental strategy designed to achieve

the national objectives, paired with our own

specific developmental needs aimed at

achieving an overall socio-economic

development. My government has further

ensured that the developmental activities

being undertaken are in line with the

Sustainable Development Goals, without

compromising on the needs and demands

of the future generation.

Dear citizens,

Sikkim has performed well in most of

the health indicators in comparison to the

nation’s average. The Infant Mortality Rate

(SRS 2020) in Sikkim is 5 per 1000 live births

as compared to 28 per 1000 live births in the

country. The Crude Death rate in Sikkim is

4.1 as compared to 6.0 for the country as a

whole. However, the indicator of the crude

Birth rate in Sikkim is 15.6 per 1000

inhabitants, as compared to the national birth

rate of 19.5 and is hence below National

average. In this regard my Government has

already initiated various policies to

incentivise the women of Sikkim to increase

delivery beyond single child birth. The

incentives include both monetary and post-

natal care.

The female Child Sex Ratio per 1000

boys, in Sikkim in the age group of 0-6 years

as per Census 2011 is 957 as compared to

918 in the country. The institutional delivery

in Sikkim is good at 94.7 % as compared to

the national average of 78.9 %. Similarly, the

Antenatal Check-up in Sikkim stands at

58.4% as compared to the country’s 58.1%.

As per the National Family Heath

Survey 5 (2019-2021), children under age of

6 months exclusively breastfed in Sikkim is

The State Government proposes to grant one increment

for second child and two increments for the third child

of the employee. For the general public other than

employees, cash incentives will be provided.

 - Chief Minister
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My government has further ensured that the

developmental activities being undertaken are in line

with the Sustainable Development Goals, without

compromising on the needs and demands of the future

generation.
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28.3 against the Nation’s average

of 41.8, while, children under age

of 3 years breastfed within one

hour of birth is 33% against

nation’s 41.8%. To address these

issues, my government has

implemented various schemes and

is regularly carrying out

sensitization and awareness drives

like National Nutrition Week,

World Breast Feeding Week, New-

born Care Week (dial 102 and 108)

Regular and fully equipped

Ambulance services are being

provided in all six Districts of the

State for referrals of pregnant

women from PHCs to the District

Hospitals. In addition to these, my

Government proposes to carry out

rigorous sensitization and

awareness programmes in

improving early breast-feeding

practices among mothers. We also

propose to undertake various

activities aimed at the reduction of

out-of-pocket expenditure,

reduction of anaemia amongst

mothers and children, promoting

Eat Right Campaign to inculcate

healthy eating habits, and

enhanced community participation

in behavioural change.

Furthermore, my Government has

recently introduced Mobile Village

Clinics. At present, there are 8 such

clinics, each of which is manned

by a Medical Doctor, Nurse,

Pharmacist, Lab Technician and

Driver. Basic health services and

basic diagnostics, dispensing of

free medicines and referral to PHC

or District Hospitals are being

provided by these Mobile Village

Clinics. These Clinics give special

focus on Maternal and Child

Health, including antenatal care,

immunization, nutrition,

breastfeeding etc. In terms of

infrastructure development of the

health sector, my Government, has

in a short span,created state-of-

the-art infrastructure and

facilitated most of the health

centres with modern amenities as

well as manpower to support them.

Sikkim presently boasts of one of

the best Primary Health care

infrastructures in the country.

The very First Viral Research

and Diagnostic Laboratory at

STNM Hospital, Sochaygang has

been established by my

Government along with the

establishment of new Super

Speciality departments at the New

STNM Hospital such as

Cardiology, Gastro Enterology,

Urology, Paediatric Surgery, Plastic

Surgery, Neuro Surgery and Cardio

Thoracic Vascular Surgery. My

Government has also appointed 2

Neurosurgeons and 1

Interventional Cardiologist. This

Super-Speciality service has also

been extended to the District

Hospitals through pre-planned

visits carried out by these super

specialists.

My Government has

established a 1000 LPM PSA

Oxygen Plant along with the

already set up 500 LPM Plant at

New STNM Hospital; a 1000 LPM

Plant at Mangan District Hospital;

a 1000 LPM Plant at Namchi

District Hospital; a 200 LPM Plant

at Gyalshing District Hospital; and

a 200 LPM Plant at Singtam District

Hospital, thereby fulfilling the need

for medical oxygen in these Health

Facilities. The New STNM Hospital

has also been facilitated with a new

50 Bedded TB Hospital.

My Government has

increased the bed strength for

Haemodialysis from 5 to 17 at New

STNM Hospital. A 7-bedded new

Haemodialysis Centre has been

established at Namchi and a 5-

bedded Haemodialysis Centre

established at Gyalshing District

Hospitals. 56 PHSCs have been

upgraded to Health and Wellness

Centres. My Government also

established the first Tertiary Cancer

Care Centre in Sikkim with modern

equipment on 2nd May 2020. So far,

more than 300 patients have been

treated in the Radiation Ward and

more than 5,000 patients have been

treated in the Chemo Ward. This

Cancer Care Centre has come as a

boon to the Cancer patients of

Sikkim.

Additionally, my

Government has also set up the

Daramdin PHSC; functionalized

Xray machines at Tashiding PHC

and Yuksom PHC and established

Trauma Care Unit -Level II at

STNM Hospital. Similarly, Trauma

Care Units - Level III have been

set up at the District Hospitals of

Singtam, Namchi and Mangan.

New Urban Primary Health Centres

have been set up at the Old STNM

Complex and Ranipool, while, a 10-

bedded ICU and a 50-bedded TB

Hospital have been established at

District Hospital, Gyalshing. New

Blood Banks at the District

Hospitals of Singtam, Gyalshing,

and Mangan have been set up.

The remarkable milestones

achieved by my Government are

reflected by the change in many

health indicators which have made

a great impact on the health of the

people in Sikkim. Patients from

neighbouring hills of West Bengal

are also availing the facilities.

Dear citizens,

Quality education is the key

concern and driver of the policies

being framed by my Government.

We have accorded the highest

priority to the education sector and

have implemented various policies,

undertaken training and exposure

trips for teachers, and continue to

provide free textbooks and

uniforms to the students to reduce

the number of student dropouts

among other measures.

My Government is

committed to the implementation

of the NEP 2020 in letter and spirit.

The cornerstone of our policy in

this sector is the child-centric

approach to learning. The School

Management Committees are being

regularly trained to effectively

participate in quality

improvements.

Sikkim is a pioneer in

introducing Pre-primary education

in the regular school system. Every

Government school in the state

runs a pre-primary section. The

process of co-locating Anganwadi

Centres with the Schools is being

undertaken and so far, 41

Anganwadi centres have been co-

located in the nearby school's

premises.

Cooked mid-day meal under

PM Poshan Scheme has been an

effective intervention for the

retention of the child. Innovative

methods have been adopted by

integrating Organic Farming

vocational classes with mid-day

meal kitchens. Women SHGs have

been actively engaged to run the

MDM Kitchens. This has already

been implemented in schools to

provide additional and

supplementary nutrition on special

occasions.

 Recognizing that the

teacher is the transformer, my

Government has done away with

the concept of Ad-hoc teachers

and streamlined the appointment

of regular teachers based on

National Council of Teacher’s

Education (NCTE) norms thereby

ensuring the availability of

teachers in all the schools in the

State.

Regular e-training of

Teachers is being conducted. More

than 8000 teachers were trained

under NISHTHA Elementary

(NISHTHA 1.0). Similarly,

approximately 5000 Secondary and

5000 Primary teachers have

completed NISHTHA 2.0 and

NISHTHA 3.0 (FLN) respectively.

Under the PM e-Vidya programme,

smart TVs with set-top boxes have

been distributed to the students

of Class VIII to XII attached to

every government school of the

state to facilitate e-learning. In

addition, laptops and tablets with

pre-loaded contents were

distributed to schools of network

shadow areas by my Government.

The NIPUN Bharat mission is

being fast-tracked for

implementation in the state.

Teaching Learning Materials for

foundational level (Pre-school -

Class 2) in 11 regional languages

are in the final stage of

development.

Three language formula is

prevalent in the state where the

first language is English, second

language is any regional language

and the third language is Hindi.

The regional languages taught in

the schools are Bhutia, Lepcha,

Limboo, Nepali, Rai, Gurung,

Tamang, Sherpa, Manger, Mukhia,

Newar, and Bhujel. Sanskrit is also

taught in the schools of the state.

Hence, to develop, preserve and

promote this Regional and

Indigenous language, my

Government has constituted a

board “State Board of Indigenous

Languages” to facilitate and

encourage the interested learner to

further their education in their

respective language.

Higher education in Sikkim

is imparted through one Central

University (Sikkim University), two

State Universities

(Kanchendzonga State University

and Sikkim National Law

University), 10 private universities

and 15 colleges. Sikkim has

technical institutions like Sikkim

Manipal Institute of Technology

(SMIT), Sikkim Institute of Science

& Technology (SIST), NIT Sikkim

and Sikkim Manipal Institute of

Medical Sciences (SMIMS). Out

of the 13 government colleges, 6

colleges have got NAAC

accreditation. The remaining

colleges have begun preparing

Institutional Development Plans so

that they too can apply for NAAC

accreditation. Sikkim is one of the

most literate states in India with a

current estimated literacy rate of

more than 90% and a GER of 75.8

(2019-20) in higher education

which is the highest in the Country.

Gender equality is important for the

development of a nation as well as

for economic growth.To address

the issue of low gender parity,

colleges are being established in

each district. The establishment of

Private Universities with a focus

on Skills and professional courses

like Nursing, Pharmacy etc. is also

expected to improve access for the

girl students. A Special Merit

Scholarship Scheme is being

continued wherein, the selected

students are sent to the best public

schools and colleges of the State

and country. Besides this, Nar

Bahadur Bhandari fellowship

support for the Masters and Ph.D

programmes in universities abroad,

State is further expanding the

spectrum of scholarships to

promote merit-based scholarships

for higher learning.

Sikkim University also offers

multiple disciplines of UG and PG

courses on its campus. One of the

best practices in multiple

disciplines is the Nar Bahadur

Bhandari Government

College,Tadong, where the UG

program offers arts, science,

commerce and vocational courses

all within its single campus.

Another heartening news is

the establishment of the Netaji

Subash Chandra Bose Centre for

Excellence at Chakung which will

upgrade the current Sikkim

Government Science College into

a world-class multi-disciplinary

research centre. The courses

offered will make students future

ready to deal with the challenges

of climate change, disruptions

caused by technology and

develop inner resilience to deal

with challenging social, and

economic conditions. In addition

to these, the Sikkim Government

B.Ed. College, Soreng, is being

converted into a multi-disciplinary

institution offering Integrated

Teacher Education Courses.

Dear citizens,

Social harmony based on

social justice continues to be the

cornerstone of our development

programme. Care, protection and

empowerment of the marginalized

are at the core of the peace and

development of society. My

government has hence enhanced

the rate of pension for the Indira

Gandhi National Old Age Pension

Scheme, Indira Gandhi National

Disability Pension Scheme and

Indira Gandhi National Widow

Pension Scheme under the

National Social Assistance

Programme, by increase in the fund

per month. This would provide

them with economic empowerment

to facilitate their life with dignity

and social honour. Also, to provide

wider coverage of the scheme and

benefit the left-out, the minimum

age limit for availing of the Indira

Gandhi National Widow Pension

Scheme has been lowered from 40

years to 21 years and above. The

financial implication arising out of

this revision is borne by my

Government. The disbursement of

the pension to the beneficiaries is

being implemented successfully

with the timely payment of pension

on a monthly basis.

For the differently abled, my

government has provided two

seats to travel free in any State-

owned transport within and

outside State; 4% horizontal

reservation for Persons with

Disabilities in Government

employment; conveyance

allowances @`1000/- per month to

those working for the State

Government. Moreover, the rate of

pension for the Chief Ministers’

State Disability Pension Scheme

(CMSDPS) has been enhanced

from ̀ 1000/- per month to ̀ 1500/-

per month w.e.f June 2021. Under

the Sikkim Grant of Award for

marriage with a Person with

Disabilities, a one time grant of ̀ 2

lakh is being given. As of date,

more than 150 couples have

benefited from this scheme.

Dear citizens,

Sikkim is a State that has

gone to lengths to ensure our

women's safety and security.

Crimes against women are few and

far. Rights and respect have been

guaranteed to all Sikkimese women

in the implementation of many

policies such as 30% reservation

for all women in State Government

jobs, 50% reservation in the

Panchayat and Urban Local

Bodies.

The Aama Scheme has been

launched to provide financial

assistance of `20, 000/- to non-

working, widowed, unwed,

divorced or separated mothers

between 18-59 years of age.

 For the welfare of our

mothers and children, Sikkim is the

only State in the country to

increase the maternity leave

entitlement of all working women

employees employed by the State

Government from six months to 1

year and paternity leave from 15

days to 30 days.

To address the issue of

decreasing fertility rate amongst

our Sikkimese population, my

Government has announced

annual increments for those

working under the State

Government and cash incentives

for unemployed women of the

State.

 Furthermore, my

Government has recently launched

the 'VATSALYA' Scheme, wherein,

an amount of ̀ 3 lakhs of financial

assistance is provided for those

undergoing In-vitro Fertilization

(IVF) treatment. The scheme will

cover both Government employees

and non government employees of

Sikkim.

Under the Bahini Scheme,

the sanitary needs of the girl

student will be taken care of

through the provision of Sanitary

Napkin vending machines and

Incinerators in all Secondary and

Senior Secondary Schools. This

scheme has helped in reducing the

number of dropouts among girl

students.

Dear citizens,

Sikkim is an organic pioneer

State in India with global

recognition. Organic agriculture is

considered to be an important

option for all farmers of Sikkim

where farming practices are largely

in harmony with nature and

synthetic agrochemicals are

prohibited. My government aims

to keep the farming system

productive and profitable for the

farmers and agri-business firms

that benefit from it. We have put in

place a plan across the entire value

chain covering production,

processing and marketing to make

it happen. Production clusters have

been identified where Farmer

Producers Organisations (FPO)

Contd. on page 03

My government...
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could be formed. Input subsidies

and training are provided so that

this plan catches on.

To address the lack of a

modern large scale processing

facility in Sikkim, my Government

has formed a joint venture with

IFFCO named SIKKIM IFFCO.

This is an Integrated Processing

Facility in the State at Rangpo, for

the processing of ginger, turmeric,

large cardamom and buckwheat.

This first-of-its-kind facility in the

region is expected to begin

operation this year. This will also

facilitate integrating the FPOs

which can play the role of

aggregator and primary processor

at the farm level.

Additionally, to encourage

the farmers to increase production

and participation, my Government

has introduced a noble scheme-

“Mukhya Mantri Krishi

Atmanirbhar Yojana” under which

a cash incentive is provided to the

farmers for the production of

cardamom, ginger, turmeric,

buckwheat, orange, cabbage,

cauliflower, green peas, carrot,

cherry pepper, radish, kiwi and

varieties of pulses.

Considering the possibilities

of organic saffron cultivation in

Sikkim, a team of experts was called

from Kashmir in December 2021. In

this context, my Government held

meetings at Raj Bhavan, in which

the Director of Agriculture

Department of Kashmir, the Chief

Minister of Sikkim, Agriculture

Minister and officials were present.

Giving full continuity to this matter,

our team visited Kashmir,

numerous issues were discussed

between me and the Lieutenant

Governor of Jammu and Kashmir,

and a historic tripartite agreement

was signed between both the

States. After successful trial,

organic saffron production in

Sikkim yielded positive results.

This will increase revenue, generate

employment opportunities, good

relationship will also be

established between both the

states. I have summited the project

report to the Union Minister of

Agriculture regarding this matter

which has been accepted and this

year it is likely to cultivate within

700 acres.

Dear citizens,

My Government aims to

maintain Sikkim as fully organic,

self-sufficient and establish value

chain processing to improve

farmer’s income, not only in the

field of agriculture and horticulture

but also in the livestock sector. To

meet this goal, my Government has

introduced, a “Milk Production

Incentive Scheme” in which `8/-

per litre is given to milk producers

selling their milk to Sikkim Milk

Union. A total sum of ̀ 35.00 crore

has been disbursed to 12746 dairy

farmers under the organized sector

of the state so far.

Similarly, under the “Piggery

Production Incentive Scheme

(PPIS)”, `5,000/- is provided per

pig for a maximum of three

breeding stock, as and when the

registered pigs grow up to 50 kgs

weight. The scheme will also cover

insurance. This particular scheme

is intended to encourage the

farmers in piggery farming and

ultimately enhance pork

production in the state. In the

financial year 2021-2022, a total

sum of `3.00 crore has been

disbursed to 1966 pig as incentives

to farmers of the state. In the year

2022-2023, a fund provided to the

tune of `2.00 crores has been

earmarked to cover another 1416

beneficiaries.

Additionally, my

Government has also undertaken

the following:

 1. Government has also

initiated “Gwala Diwas” to

commemorate the contribution

made by dairy farmers on the 1st of

July each year which is the first of

its kind in India. Further to

encourage farmers to maximum milk

production and to develop

entrepreneurship, my Government

has decided to award the “Highest

Milk Producer Award” to

individual farmers with a cash prize

of `2.00 lakh. Under the Credit

Linkage Subsidy Scheme, a total

sum of `23.00 crore has been

disbursed to livestock

entrepreneurs/farmers through

different banks.

2. To cater to veterinary

service at farmers’ doorsteps, 07

Mobile Veterinary Units have been

procured and set up.

3.To encourage the dairy

farmers of Gyalshing District, my

Government has allocated a

budget for the establishment of 08

(eight) Milk Collection Centre/Milk

Producers’ Cooperative Society

(MPCS) houses at the village level.

The main objective of the scheme

is to support the dairy farmer with

a timely and accessible centre for

the collection of clean and quality

milk every day. This Milk Collection

Centre (MPCS) structure/house

has provisions for keeping

equipment, record books, bulk milk

coolers, etc.

Dear citizens,

Skill development is

necessary for employment,

productivity enhancement and

income generation. There needs to

be a coordinated effort from all

stakeholders including

Government agencies, industries,

educational and training institutes,

trainees and job seekers.

My government continues

to provide various trainings to our

youth and has ensured

convergence of all livelihood

training and agencies.

Furthermore, loan subsidy is being

provided through the Chief

Minister’s Skilled Youth Start-up

Scheme to promote entrepreneurial

qualities amongst the local

unemployed youth and encourage

them in setting up any

commercially viable/bankable

business venture in any sector

including agriculture/horticulture/

food processing/animal

husbandry/handloom handicrafts/

r e t a i l / t o u r i s m / s e r v i c e s /

manufacturing etc.

Dear citizens,

The creation of Tourism

infrastructure is the backbone for

the development of any economy

and tourism is no exception. My

government over the years has

taken the most proactive decision

in the creation of numerous

innovative tourism infrastructures

at places of tourist interest such

as:

1. Eco-tourism Pilgrimage

Complex at Dodak in West Sikkim,

2. Ropeway from Pelling to

Sangacholing in West Sikkim,

 3. Herbal & spiritual healing

complex at Nandugaon, South

Sikkim (ongoing),

 4. Construction of 16 th

Karmapa Park at Sang in East

Sikkim (ongoing),

5. Construction of

Mangarzong at Mangsari in West

Sikkim (ongoing),

 6. Passenger Ropeway from

Dhapar to Bhaleydhunga

(completion stage),

7. Support Facilities at

Dhapar and Salemthang in

Yangang in South Sikkim

(ongoing) and many others.

8. A notable project in this

sector is the construction of 1000

Home Stays to be implemented at

various potential rural hinterlands

in the State.

My Government envisions

developing a tourism model where

our natural resources are not

depleted and where our

environmental practices are not

adversely affected.

Dear citizens,

We are committed to

safeguarding and protecting our

pristine environment for which

major policy decisions have been

implemented that will take the State

closer to the goal of sustainable

development. ‘A Day for Mother

Earth’ initiative was launched in

2019 to be observed on July 7th

every year to reduce our carbon

emissions and contribute in any

way possible to preserve our

nature and environment. We have

been implementing several eco-

friendly policies such as a ban on

styrofoam products, ban on the

burning of waste, ban on the

burning of tyres, ban on the use of

polythene carry bags, ban on the

trade of medicinal plants.

Another very significant

policy decision taken is the blanket

ban on packaged drinking water

bottles of capacity up to 2 litres

across the state w.e.f. 1st January

2022.

Dear citizens,

The Government of India

has recently launched the Vibrant

Village Programme which aims to

provide quality infrastructure

along the Indo-China border

thereby, improving the lives of

people residing in those areas and

discouraging migration of the local

populace from these areas. Under

this programme, border villages

with a sparse population, limited

connectivity and infrastructure are

to be covered for developmental

gains through the convergence of

existing schemes. In Sikkim,

Lachen and Lachung villages

under Mangan District and

Gnathang village under Gangtok

District have been identified. I am

happy to inform you that my

government has already made

headway in the implementation of

this pilot programme in the State.

Dear citizens,

I have taken this opportunity

to highlight some of the important

aspects of my Government’s policy

and performance thereof. An area

of major concern for my

Government is that of cyber-

attacks and the prevalent use of

narcotics. My Government has

established a cyber-attack cell and

an Anti-Narcotics Task Force to

combat these growing menaces in

society.

It gives me immense

pleasure that, under my "Governor

in the Village" programme, it has

been my endeavour to visit remote

Gram Panchayats and meeting the

general public of Sikkim. I came

across the problems of the villagers

and provided them with financial

assistance, as well as took

initiatives to provide means of

livelihood to them, such as

renovation and upgradation of

schools and Gram Panchayat

Units, assistance provided by Raj

Bhavan to Self-Help Groups for

cottage industry set up, assistance

to the disabled institution,

assistance to NGO for social

upliftment, etc. I have adopted

"Ben Phegyong" and "Navey

Sotak" villages under Gram

Panchayat Unit and tried to

convert into a model village.

Addition to these, Amrit Mahotsav

Green Park on National Highway-

10 was inaugurated in which

provision of picnic spots and

children park are there. The

purpose of this park is to establish

a playground for children to play

and to make the villagers self-

reliant. Cafeterias and stalls have

been constructed in this park

where villagers sell their organic

produce where their income source

are increasing.

Dear citizens,

This momentum of progress

made so far is to be sustained and

the pace of development further

accelerated. My Government will

continue to make every effort in

infusing renewed dynamism and

providing good governance. In

this, cooperation from all sections

of society would be crucial.

I appeal to the people to

work in tandem with the

Government for the progress of the

State.

JAI HIND!

Sikkim has excelled in most

of the health indicators in

comparison to the nation’s

average. One area of major concern

for us now is the declining fertility

rate amongst our local populace.

As per the National Family Health

Survey 5 (2019-2021), the Total

Fertility Rate of Sikkim is 1.1 as

compared to 2.0 for the country.

The State government has taken

serious note of this issue and has

taken it up on priority. As an

immediate step, the State

Government has increased the

Maternity Leave entitlement for all

working women employees

(regular and temporary including

Probationary Teachers) from six

months to 1 year. Paternity Leave

has also been increased for all male

Government employees from 15

days to 30 days from the date of

confinement of his wife. For

unemployed women, cash

incentives will be provided.

Moreover, under the ‘VATSALYA’

Scheme, an amount of ̀  3 lakhs of

financial assistance is provided to

those undergoing In-vitro

Fertilization (IVF) treatment. The

scheme will cover both

Government employees and non-

employees of Sikkim. Under the

Sikkim Aama Yojana, the State

Government will disburse a sum of

`20,000/- to all non-working

mothers of the State as a support

for medical, educational,

renovation of houses, and

establishment of any source of

income. The State government has

also recently introduced Mobile

Village Clinics. Currently, there are

8 such clinics, each manned by a

Medical Doctor, Nurse,

Pharmacist, Lab Technician and

Driver. Basic health services such

as examination of patients

including communicable diseases

and non-communicable diseases,

basic diagnostics, dispensing of

free medicines and referral to PHC

or District Hospitals are being

provided by these Mobile Village

Clinics. These Clinics give special

focus on Maternal and Child

Health, including antenatal care,

immunization, nutrition,

breastfeeding etc.

For further augmentation of

the fertility rate, the State

government also proposes

(1) To grant one increment

for second child and two

increments for the third child of the

employee. For the general public

other than employees, cash

incentives will be provided.

 (2) To provide child

caregivers once the mother joins

duty after having availed the

Maternity Leave.

The State Government

further aims to raise awareness on

breastfeeding of children for 6

months and the importance of

feeding colostrum to newborn

babies that is produced in the

mother’s milk within an hour of

delivery. We also propose to

undertake numerous activities

aimed at reduction of anemia

amongst mothers and children,

promoting Eat Right Campaign to

inculcate healthy eating habits,

and enhanced community

participation in behavioural

change.

In the agriculture,

horticulture and livestock sectors,

the State Government, with the

object of encouraging farmers and

increasing participation, has

formulated plans and implemented

many pro-organic schemes. Apart

from providing incentives to 13

agriculture and horticulture

commodities like cardamom,

ginger, turmeric, buckwheat,

orange, cabbage, cauliflower,

green peas, carrot, cherry pepper,

radish, kiwi and varieties of pulses,

the State Government is providing

Production Incentives of ̀ 8 per litre

on the price of milk for milk-

producing farmers. The State

Government has also implemented

India’s first Pig Production

Incentive Scheme (PPIS) and is

providing a 60 percent subsidy for

fish farmers. We have initiated the

Mega Seed Project (MSP) under

ICAR-National Research Centre

(NRC)-Rani, Guwahati at Assam

Lingzay, Pakyong, where 75%

Hampshire stock are bred to

produce 600 numbers of piglets

annually. The State Government

has enacted the ‘Sikkim Pig

Breeding Policy’ enabling the state

to import exotic pigs and pig

germplasm for up-gradation and

cross-breeding programme limited

to only four exotic breeds viz.

Yorkshire, Hampshire, Large Black

and Duroc. The Artificial

Insemination (AI) technology in
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pigs has also been introduced in

Sikkim for the first time by the

Government. The State

Government has made significant

improvement in the delivery of

services to the farmer’s door step

which has been achieved by way

of strengthening manpower

through a massive induction of

Veterinary Officers on an Adhoc

basis and a 200 % increase in

manpower strength through

regular cadre review. In the

veterinary health sector, preventive

measures and surveillance

programmes have enabled in

prevention and efficacious

management of major outbreaks of

diseases in the state. Significant

milestones by way of animal birth

control in canines have been

achieved and today the state is

being sought after as a model for

carrying out rabies eradication

programme. Since the formation of

the present Government, priority

has been given to the creation of

required infrastructure for

necessary Veterinary Services in

the state in conformity with the

development in the animal

resources sector, such as,

strengthening of State Veterinary

Polyclinic and other hospitals and

dispensaries.

The State Government has

taken decisive steps to improve

the educational system and to

provide quality education in the

State and strives to achieve the

aims and objectives of NEP 2020

in letter and spirit. The

Government has provided Smart

Android TVs to the students

studying in standards VIII, IX, X,

and XI in  State Government-run

schools thereby, enabling them to

access audio and video content

prepared by multiple sources

including the Education

Department of the State. Under the

initiative of the Government, Sikkim

Manipal University is providing 50

free seats for Sikkimese students

pursuing M.B.B.S. and an

additional 30 seats fully paid seats

to the Sikkimese students.

Furthermore, to address the

issue of dropouts on account of

menstrual problems amongst girl

students, the Government has

launched BAHINI scheme under

which sanitary napkin vending

machines will be provided at

government schools. These can be

availed by the needy and eligible

students. Through this initiative,

we aim to spread the message of

menstrual cycle being a natural

process and imbibe sanitary

hygiene among our adolescent

girls and break the stigma that

surrounds it. Under the Chief

Minister’s Meritorious Scheme,

scholarship is given to students

to help them pursue higher

education in top schools in the

country. Amongst the many

upgradations in the infrastructure

of schools and colleges, a notable

initiative of the State Government

is the establishment of the Netaji

Subhash Chandra Bose University

of Excellence, which is being

undertaken on priority.

Under the Sikkim Garib

Aawas Yojana (SGAY), the State

government has completed

building 3050 housing units. Each

unit costs `17.52 lakhs and has

been provided with furniture.

Provision has also been kept to

enable the beneficiary to add more

floors to the house.

The construction of 502

houses in 7 Municipal areas

namely, Gangtok Municipal

Corporation, Nagar Panchayats of

Nayabazar Jorethang, Gyalshing,

Mangan, Rangpo, Singtam, and

Namchi Municipal Council is also

being undertaken under the Sikkim

Urban Garib Awas Yojana

(SUGAY) at the cost of ̀ 19.37 lakhs

per house.

As rightly said by Dr. B. R.

Ambedkar, “I measure the

progress of a community by the

degree of progress women have

achieved”, Sikkim accords the

highest respect and reverence

towards women. To protect and

ensure their safety, Sikkim has set
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up a One Stop Centre and 181

Women Helpline which provides

service to women affected by

violence in private and public

spaces. In addition, assistance to

girls below 18 years of age is also

being provided in consultation

with District Child Protection Units.

A 33% job reservation has been

provided to women in Government

Service and reservation not less

than 50% in Panchayat Elections.

Further, reservations have been

made for women in Tender Bids for

Government works. Sikkimese

women are marching shoulder to

shoulder with their male

counterparts in various spheres.

Under the initiative of the

present government, Sikkim has

taken the historic decision to

eliminate the interference of

politics in the development of rural

areas. The Party-based Panchayat

Election has been abolished by

amending Section 129 of Sikkim

Panchayat Act, 1993. With this, the

Government aims to achieve its

vision of development in rural

areas devoid of any discrimination

based on political affiliation.

The present government

has also created 2 new districts;

Soreng and Pakyong and

consequently 2 more Sub-

Divisions with the aim of providing

transparent and smooth

governance to the people. With this

initiative the citizens, now have an

access to vital government

services at reasonable distances.

The State Government has

also given top priority to the power

sector for providing 24x7 reliable

power to both urban and rural

areas. Owing to the investor-

friendly policies of the State

Government, the installed

hydropower capacity has

increased considerably within a

short span of time, and  we are a

now a  power surplus state and

exporter of hydro energy. As of

March 2022, the total installed

capacity of hydropower in the

State is 2318.20 MW, much more

than the requirement of the state.

Although the present

Government has achieved major

milestones in many sectors, there

are more landmark projects and

policies that the State Government

aspires to implement. As the New

Year dawns, let us aim to tread the

secular and democratic path and

overcome any adversity we face

in our journey towards growth and

prosperity. It is only with collective

effort that the dreams and

aspirations of the people and the

Government can be fully achieved.

I, therefore, urge the people

of Sikkim to come forward and

work in unison for a better

tomorrow.

JAI HIND!! JAI SIKKIM!!

The State...


