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Introduction

Sikkim, the 22nd State of the Indian 
Union is home to the third highest 
mountain peak in the world, Mt. 
Khangchendzonga and also houses 

the country's first UNESCO Mixed Heritage 
Site, the Khangchendzonga National Park. 

The state is blessed with exotic nature, 
diverse culture, rich tradition and a riveting 
history. It is a picturesque paradise as well 
as a spiritual haven. 

The state has its own brief history of 
cinema. It dates back to the kingdom of 
Sikkim when Satyajit Ray, widely regarded 
as one of the greatest filmmakers had 
made a documentary titled Sikkim in 1971, 
showcasing the socio-cultural front of the 
Himalayan kingdom under the monarchy.

It can be said that his work on Sikkim laid the 
first foundation for a new breed of digital 

quest and aspiring filmmakers. Actors like 
Danny Denzongpa and Geetanjali Thapa 
have not only brought pride and fame to 
the state but have strengthened the bond 
with the film industry and become idols for 
others with similar passion and dreams. 

Over the years, Sikkim has served as a perfect  
backdrop for movies and filmmakers have 
used this to their advantage. Classic movies 
like the Dev Anand starrer, Jewel Thief, Uff 
Yeh Mohabbat, Yaariyan, Qarib Qarib Singlle 
have all been shot around Sikkim’s valleys, 
towns and landscape. 

Keeping this narrative in mind and the 
aspiration around this industry, the State 
Government of Sikkim felt in necessary 
to come up with a policy. Therefore, the 
Sikkim  Film Policy has been framed and 
implemented, initially for a period of 5 years.
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General Information

Climate 

Area:       7,096 Sq. Kms.

District:      4

Sub-Division:     16

Total Forest Cover:     47.34%

State Animal:     Red Panda

State Bird:      Blood Pheasant

State Flower:     Dendrobium Nobile (Nobile Orchid)

State Tree:      Rhododendron niveum

Population:      610577 (Total)

Census 2011:      323070 (Male) 287507 (Female)

Density of Population:    86 (Person per Sq. Km.)

Literacy Rate:     81.4%

Sikkim’s climate ranges from sub-tropical in 
the south to tundra in the north. Most of 
the inhabited regions of Sikkim experience 
a temperate climate, with temperatures 
seldom exceeding 28 °C (82 °F) in summer. 
The average annual temperature for most 
of Sikkim is around 18 °C (64 °F). 

Monsoon months in Sikkim are from May 
till September. The rainy season is classified 
into two types in Sikkim i.e. Summer rains 
and Winter rains. The southern part of 
Sikkim sees more of summer rains, whereas 
northern part foresees winter rains during 
August and September. 

The best time to visit Sikkim is either 
between March and May or October and 
mid-December. If you want to witness the 
blooming natural beauty in Gangtok the 
best season to visit would be in spring from 
March to May. Autumn, on the other hand, 
brings a clear view of the Himalayan Range.

Average Sunrise: 6:19 am 

Average Sunset: 17:55 pm
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I. FILM INDUSTRY – THE UPCOMING VERTICAL

Cinema is a strong medium of entertainment. It serves as an effective voice for socio-
political commentary and in creating cultural renaissance through time.

Cinema has the power to transform and transcend a society, taking it to greater heights 
and beyond borders, making possible business and bonds across geographies and culture. 

II.DEFINITION OF FILMS

The definition would be the same as given in Cinematograph Act, 1952 by the Ministry of 
Information and Broadcasting, Government of India.

III.OBJECTIVES OF THE POLICY 

Development of Sikkimese Cinema and creating a conducive ecosystem for making Sikkim, a 
favoured destination for film makers, thereby, generating capital investment. 
Develop the profession of film making and production  as  entrepreneurial ventures, from 
where people can earn their livelihood.
Create a brand identity of the state as a film-compatible and corporate state. Disseminate 
information about the state’s unexplored locations for film makers thereby initiating and 
developing Cinematic Tourism.
Publicize and promote the cultural, mythological, historical heritage and traditions of the 
state including its folk music, traditional attire and cuisine.  
Creating a training structure in the field of film making for both feature and non-feature films.
Undertaking skill development in collaboration with relevant departments in the area of 
filming for employability, with special emphasis on gender mainstreaming.
Development of an attitude of film friendliness and ease of business through single window 
clearances.
Development of film cultured audiences and support outreach of this medium to remote 
areas of Sikkim.
Presentation and archival of films and film related materials.
Recognition and felicitation of those who are the torch bearers of the industry. 



Department of Information 
& Public Relations 

Government of Sikkim

76

IV. FILM DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL

A state level Film Development Council will be established. This council will be 
headed by the person nominated by the state government. The council will consist 
of renowned film makers, artistes and departmental officials. The Director of 
Information and Public Relations Department will be the Convener of this Council. 
The Council will hold discussions on regular basis for the development of films 
in Sikkim. It will advise the government about the creation and strengthening of 
essential infrastructure for the development of films and on review of the film policy.

The Film Development Council will prepare plans to attract investment in film sector 
(strategy areas are given in Annexure I)

V. FILM FACILITATION OFFICE 

This shall represent the single window systems.

VI. SALIENT FEATURES OF THE POLICY

VI 1. Single Window Permit
All permits/permissions and paperwork will be handled by the department thereby 
eliminating palaver and delivering a prompt and valid authorization, through the single 
window system. Online services will also be made available to expedite the process.

VI 2. Incentives for Sikkimese Films and Promotion of Film Shooting in Sikkim 
To encourage film makers and film producers in Sikkim and those coming nationally 
and from across the world, general administrative support will be provided. 

The financial incentives will be in followings forms:
 
Amount up to `20 lakh will be given to all Sikkimese films made by local filmmakers. 
These films will have to meet the following criteria:
a) The filmmakers must submit a copy of their previous work (short films, feature and 
non feature films) to the department for review.
b) Prior to production, the script of the film will invariably have to be approved by 
the IPR Department. The approval of the script is not to be taken as sanction of the 
financial assistance.
c) On completion, the Film Council will evaluate the film on various technical 
parameters and the government reserves the right to decide on the quantum of 
financial assistance to be granted.
d) 75% of the film has to be shot within the state.
e) Production houses have to be empanelled with the department of Information and 
Public Relations.
f) 50% of the local artistes and crew are to be used in the film.
g) A copy of the final product or the finished film will have to be submitted to the 
department.

Amount up to ` 1 crore will be given as subsidy for large budget films subject to the 
following criteria:
a) 75% out of the total shooting days of the film must have been shot in Sikkim.
b) A script of the film has to be submitted to the IPR department so as to examine 
that the films don’t carry any content that could misguide the audience or defame the 
image of the state.
c) Preference will be given to those production houses and actors who have won 
national and international awards for theirwork.
d) 50% of the local artistes and crew are to be used in the film.
e) If the bookings of the unit/crew is made through the departments of Tourism 
and Civil Aviation and the Information and Public Relations Department, then they 
shall receive a concession in tariff for their hotels and restaurant bookings as well as 
government guest houses.
f) Police and security will be provided, if and when needed.
g) Medical assistance will also be dispensed for emergency and aid.
h) Assistance will be provided for transport of the film crew and vehicles for utility. 
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VII. Development  of Infrastructure

The State Government shall support 
setting up of film and TV studios in Sikkim 
having production and post-production 
facilities to incentivise shooting and 
making of films in the state through 
Central aid or private capital investment. 
The State Government will strive to set 
up such studios and sets in accordance 
with an appropriate business firm.

VIII.  Setting up of Film and Television 
Institutes, Media and Entertainment 
Hub

Sikkim shall attempt to create labs 
in consultation with National Film 
Development Corporation including 
screen writer’s lab, director’s lab  
producer’s lab and an animation lab to 
create a media and entertainment hub. 
A dedicated institution on film and 
television will be endeavoured. Students 
who secure admissions into the Film 
& Television Institute of India, Pune 
and the Satyajit Ray Film & Television 
Institute, Kolkota will be eligible for 
scholarships fom the State Government 
through the Education Department. 
Students who acquire admission into 
any international film making institute 
of repute will also be eligible for the 
scholarship.

IX. Setting up of Theatres (Miniplexes) 
and Alternate Exhibition Forum

Setting up of screen theatres/cinema 
halls and alternate exhibition facilities 
like travelling talkies and special 
institutional screening forums (e.g. 
screening schedules through Gram 
Panchayats, local schools, etc.) in Sikkim, 
particularly in the rural areas, would help 
in the entertainment of rural masses at 
low cost; inculcate film watching culture 
and provide impetus to the production 
of more local films in the state.

With a view to facilitating this growth, the government will make the following interventions-

1. Facilitating land and /or theatre acquisition/theatre renovation to encourage development 
of new miniplexes (capacity 70-100 max) as well as upgrading older theatres. This would 
be in synergy with the department concerned for ensuring provision for speedy relevant 
clearances.
2. Encourage miniplexes in cities-near bus stands, popular shopping areas, culture centres 
etc – for natural traction of audiences and also to ensure profitability.
3. Promotional support: As far as possible, all government controlled/owned spaces like 
state tourist complexes, government office lobbies, railway stations and bus stands etc- will 
have display spaces for promoting miniplexes.
4. State will consider hiring a credible and experienced private consultant to oversee the 
process of setting up and running all miniplexes.
5. Content for miniplexes could include Sikkimese National Award-winning films and 
children’s and educational films.
6. It would be desirable for the miniplexes to have a showcase/display/sale area for local 
arts and crafts, local cinema scheduling.

X. Destination Marketing of Sikkim

To promote Sikkim as a leading destination for shooting and production of feature and 
non-feature films and television shows, the Film Council will attempt participation in fairs, 
festivals and various film associations and chambers of films nationally and internationally 
in co-ordination with the Department of Tourism & Civil Aviation which will further enhance 
and develop cinematic tourism.
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XI. Development of Shooting Places 

The state government will identify, catalogue and develop promising potential shooting 
locations, which have aesthetic and cinematic appeal. These locations will be developed 
in synergy with the Tourism Department and private investors as well as the stakeholders. 

XII. Security Arrangements for Film Production

The State Government will ensure absolute security and crowd control facilities during 
film shoots. Appropriate security and safety arrangement would be made free of cost to 
enable the film makers to complete shooting. Permission to shoot shall include police 
clearance and shall be granted within seven days on the online portal. The security team 
will be specially trained/oriented for film shoots. A liaison officer will be appointed to 
coordinate with the film crew and to ensure security.

XIII. Prohibition of Illegal Exhibition of Films and Video Piracy
The State Government will strictly implement the laws related to checking video piracy 
and illegal exhibition of certified and quality films.

XIV. Organising Sikkim Film Festival and Awards

A film festival will ensure the development of a healthy film culture and will create a 
base for the film industry. It will be the joint efforts of the IPR Department, Tourism & 
Civil Aviation Department, Commercial Tax Sector, UD&HD and the Culture Department to 
attempt an annual film festival. 
Film Festivals like the Dharamshala Film Festival and the Brahmaputra Film Festival can 
serve as a model film festival for Sikkim. 
The film festival will also award encouraging production of films of aesthetic and technical 
excellence and social relevance. 
Awards will include:
a. Awards of excellence for Sikkimese films
b. Best film promoting Sikkim as a destination
c. Felicitation of Sikkimese film makers /artistes / technicians, including those who win     
awards at national and international film forums.

This will not only encourage more people to choose the film sector as a career but it will 
also generate audience development programme. It will provide a platform to the people of 
Sikkim to experience films of international, national and regional repute. In addition to the 
above, this would help in promoting the interest of people in cinema.
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XV. Restoration and Preservation of Sikkimese Films

Through the film cell of the IPR Department, a data base of the film industry in Sikkim will be 
created.  Local and independent filmmakers and producres will be encouraged to deposit a 
copy of their film and publicity material with the archives. Archives will ensure proper storage, 
cataloguing and maintenance of the films. 

Action Plan/Strategies

Create communication among government bodies, film federations and 
organisations, filmmakers and all relevant parties and individuals.

Provide support through resources and means in the production of a film. 

Rejuvenate and upgrade existing infrastructures. 

Encourage non-government organisation for extension/publicity of films.

Mandate utilisation of local artistes at remuneration fixed by the State 
Government. 

Development of infrastructural facilities for making of films/video films/
documentary films and regional films.

Assist in renting the equipment available, which are required for filmmaking 
at reasonable rates along with the fee of the technician who will handle the 
equipment.

Awards for the films.

Scholarships for film students who gain admission into FTII, Pune and the 
Satyajit Ray Film & Television Institute, Kolkota. Scholarship will also be 
awarded to students who secure admissions into any recognised and reputed 
international film making institutes.

Selecting a team to organise a film festival.

Organizing workshops, seminars, symposiums/discussions on cinema and film 
making.

Participation in other International Film Festivals of India.

Annexure - I
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How to reach

Getting There

By Air:

The closest airport to Sikkim is Bagdogra Airport located in West Bengal and it is about 
124 Kms away from Gangtok. From here, shared or private taxis are easily available. 

Sikkim Helicopter Services are also available for on and off services from Gangtok to 
Bagdogra Airport.

Pakyong Airport is a Greenfield RCS airport near Gangtok, the state capital of Sikkim, 
India. The airport, spread over 201 acres (81 ha), is located at Pakyong town about 31km 
(22 min) south of Gangtok. At 4646 ft, it is one of the five highest airports in India.

By Road:
The roads to Sikkim are picturesque and soothing. As you ascend, you will encounter 
zigzag roads with Teesta River on one side and picture perfect mountains on the other 
side. Sikkim has a good state bus service along with private bus service. One can also 
hire taxis for local commutation and can even find shared cabs as well. Sikkim’s capital, 
Gangtok is well connected with Bagdogra, New Jalpaiguri as well as Guwahati by road.

By Rail:
The nearest railway station to Sikkim is New Jalpaiguri Railway Station, West Bengal. 
This station is located about 125 kilometre from Gangtok.

By Air from Delhi Airport to Bagdogra Airport : 1hr. 55 min

By Road from Bagdogra to Gangtok : 4hr. 35 min

By Train from Delhi to NJP Railway Station : 27 hr. 30 min

By Road from Delhi to Gangtok : 29 hr

1 hr. 
55 min

Distance by road from 
major cities to Gangtok

Delhi:   1,575.8 km 
Mumbai:  2,400.1 km
Chennai:  2,318.9 km
Kolkata:  675.4 km
Hyderbad:  2,029.6 km
Bangalore:  2,620.9 km  
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North District East District

Yumthang Valley Gurudongmar Lake

Yumi Samdong (Zero Point) Lachung Valley

Khangchendzonga View from Mangan Singba Rhododendron Sanctuary

Zuluk Tsomgo (Changu Lake) 

Paljor Stadium Rumtek Monastery

M.G. Marg Menmoitso (Menmecho) Lake

SHOOTING LOCATIONS
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West District South District

Chenrenzig Shingkham Riwo Potola Barsey Rhododendron Sanctuary

Khangchendzonga View from Pelling Khecheopalri Lake

Rabdentse Ruins Singshore Bridge

Tathagata Tsal (Buddha Park) Samdruptse 

Temi Tea Garden Siddheswara Dham (Char Dham)

Tarey BhirMane Chokerling Monastery
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