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Sikkim has traversed a long way
and achieved a lot of success in
various sectors

    - Governor

Respected people of Sikkim,
Today we are celebrating the 74th

Independence Day of our country India.
On this auspicious occasion, I extend my
heartfelt congratulations and best wishes

to the citizens of India and to the dear
people of Sikkim. It is known to all that,
after a long struggle against the British

colonial rule, the Indian people gained
independence. Famous leaders like
Mahatma Gandhi, Pandit Nehru,
Babasaheb Ambedkar, Sardar Patel, Lala

Lajpat Rai, Subhash Chandra Bose; Rani
Laxmibai, Bal Gangadhar Tilak, Rajendra
Prasad and Birsa Munda have played a

very important role in bringing freedom to
this great nation. We remember all our
leaders and freedom fighters and pay our

heartfelt tribute to those heroic warriors
on this auspicious occasion of
Independence Day.

Every individual, every community,

every institution, every geographical
location, and every religious organization
fought the war of Independence bravely

in their own way to liberate the people of
India from the tyranny of British rule. They
used their expressions of protest in their

own way and hundreds of martyrs like
Bhagat Singh, Durga MalIa and Khudiram
Bose sacrificed their lives which brought
great honour, freedom and identity to our

country. I pay my respects to them. Our
Independence movement and the
achievement of independence inspired

the whole world to all those who fought
for India’s independence by giving priority
to the national interest. Many countries

in Asia, Africa and Latin America, which
were affected by colonialism, took

inspiration and courage from our country
India. Following our courage and bravery,
they are all free today.

I salute the brave soldiers who are
safeguarding us at the borders and I
would like to commend their self-less

dedication towards the safety of our
country.

We have embarked on a long
journey with the goal of establishing our

holy state of Sikkim as the green capital
of India.

Our society will be full of prosperity

and equality. Our youth will be the
messengers and pioneers of change and
progress. We will be known for our

cultural heritage, music and literary
fountain, traditional wisdom, youth
creativity, food culture and positive
attitude and the natural resources.

Our natural agricultural practice
evolved since ages, in a very short course
of time has become popular as a

philosophy towards healthy living and
longevity which will be pursued by many
others.

We sincerely thank the Hon’ble
Prime Minister of India Shri Narendra
Modi and his capable team for all the new
and effective development directions,

important policy interventions and timely
guidelines during the time of crisis in
Sikkim.

On this historical day, we certainly
remember all our leaders and freedom
fighters and pay our reverence and

heartfelt tribute to those heroic warriors,
who sacrificed everything for the country,
we are really proud of them.

This year we are struggling with the

dangerous pandemic of COVID-19
 I want to thank the frontline warriors

who have  sacrificed a lot to protect us

from this disease, forgetting the risk they
expose themselves to.

Earnestly, I would like to thank

Government of India for the active support
in providing essential food items at this
hour of crisis.

In this context, I would like to

Our youth will be the messengers
and pioneers of change and
progress

  - Chief Minister

On the auspicious occasion of
Independence Day of our great nation, I
extend my heartiest greetings to the
people of Sikkim and my fellow
countrymen. Today marks the end of
British rule and the establishment of a
free and independent India. Let us pay
tributes to the brave and gallant freedom
fighters whose sacrifice secured us
freedom from foreign rule.

Our freedom fighters comprise of
people from all sections of society
including, region, communities and socio-
economic groups. This Independence
was achieved after a long struggle against
the British rule. Mahatma Gandhi led the
freedom movement with truth and non
violence as his weapons.

In another front, brave fighters like
Rajguru, Sukhdev and Bhagat Singh
sacrificed their life for Independence of
our country.

Today, we are celebrating 74th

Independence Day, we hope that this
celebration will bring a new era of peace,
development, prosperity and harmony.
India is now one of the fastest growing
economies of the world. Despite the
Corona pandemic, we have pledged to
take adventurous steps for reforms. We
are stepping forward for self sustained
India.

To every Indian, whether staying in
the country or abroad, 15th August is a
historical and dignified day. This is
recorded as a celebration of our territorial
sovereignty in our calendar. We had
achieved invaluable gift of our
independence on this day in 1947.

This year, we meet at a time when
an unprecedented pandemic of COVID-
19 has caused massive distress to
thousands across the globe. Countries
and States are taking all precautions to
contain COVID-19 and keep the virus at
bay. Sikkim has however handled the
crisis effectively with timely action and
quick implementation of safety measures
including strict discipline which resulted
in zero cases of COVID-19 in the State
up till May. Although, very recently, with
the return of non-resident Sikkimese to
the state, there has been a spike in the
number of cases.

My Government is fully prepared to
tackle the situation and due to our
concerted efforts, there has been a
remarkable improvement in the patients’
care. I take this opportunity to commend
the hard work put in by the Frontline
workers- Doctors, Nurses, ASHA workers
and other health workers, Police
personnel, Safaikarmacharis, and
transporters. They have selflessly
dedicated themselves towards ensuring
the safety and security of our people. We
are forever indebted to our brave
Healthcare workers who have exhibited
such selflessness and courage in fighting
this virus and saving the lives of our
people. The discipline and lawfulness
maintained by the people of the State is
also highly commendable. I also
congratulate all the Non-Government
Organisations for extending the required
support and assistance during the
pandemic. They have rendered selfless
and dedicated service for the cause of
humanity.

Success, however, does not come
easy. My Government has undertaken
various measures to combat and contain
COVID-19. Even before the nationwide
lockdown was imposed, my Government
had suspended Inner Line Permits for
foreign nationals and thereafter
suspended the entry of domestic tourists
into the State. All Government and Private
Institutions were closed. A State Task
Force was constituted at the state level
along with District Task Force at the
district level to monitor the situation and
keep strict vigil. My Government has
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exhibited far-sightedness and
taken prompt decisions in its
fight against this disease.

Along with the measures
to control the spread of COVID-
19, my Government has also
taken into consideration the
difficulties faced by the
vulnerable sections of the
society due to the lockdown. My
Government distributed relief
packages to the needy families,
in both the rural and urban
areas, comprising of Rice, Dal,
Cooking Oil, Potatoes and
Onions. My Government also
provided financial assistance to
Building and Construction
Workers. Financial Grants were
also disbursed to the Frontline
Workers- Healthcare workers,
Police Personnel, Safai
Karmacharis, Truck Drivers
carrying essential commodities-
for the dedication and immense
contribution made by them.
Furthermore, a One Time Grant
to the Sikkimese students
stranded outside the State due
to the lockdown was also
disbursed. A onetime Medical
Grant was also provided to
patients stranded outside the
State.

Meticulous planning was
done with regard to the
evacuation of stranded citizens.
A team comprising of Nodal
Officer for movement of stranded
students and persons was
formed and till date a total of
10,200 stranded persons have
been successfully evacuated by
my Government. These persons
were provided food, water and
other necessary items during
their journey back home and
each individual underwent
mandated quarantine as per the
protocol and guidelines laid by
my Government. We have,
since 28th February, screened
more than 6 lakhs passengers
entering the State and
conducted more than 22,000
tests for COVID-19 Round the
clock monitoring and treatment
is being provided by the Health
Care workers to the COVID-19
patients of State along with free
food and free of cost medical
treatment provisions made by
my Government. In a very short
span of time, RTPCR testing
laboratory was established in
the state with the support of
Central government.

The Government has
conducted more than thirty
thousand COVID-19 tests with
TruNat, RTPCR and Rapid
Antigen Testing facility in which
more than eight hundred positive
cases have been detected and
50% of them won the battle
against COVID-19.

Awareness campaigns,
sensitization programmes,
display of banners to educate
the masses on the infectious
disease and the various ways to
prevent its spread like wearing
masks, maintaining distance
and washing of hands regularly
have been conducted. The
ASHA and Aganwadi Workers
have been trained and put to the
task of wide publicity of infection
prevention to the rural and urban
populace. A health bulletin on
Facebook page of the Health
Department provides the overall
details pertaining to the number
of cases in the State on a daily
basis.

COVID-19 has affected all
segments of the population and
has proved to be most
detrimental to members of those
social groups in the most
vulnerable situations- the poor
and the indigenous rural people.

The pandemic may
also increase inequality,
exclusion, discrimination and
unemployment in the medium
and the long term. To assess,
quantity and express in
monetary value terms and other
measurable units the distress/
loss/damage caused by COVID-
19 related lockdown and to
strategize ways and means to
overcome this disruption and
derailment process, my
Government has constituted the
Economic Revival Committee
under the Chairmanship of Shri
Sonam Tshering Venchungpa,
Hon’ble MLA.

The Committee has also
been assigned the task to
prescribe policy instruments to
reach a newer and higher growth
path and further examine and
suggest the kinds of financial,
institutional, physical and other
policy support that is required
to be carried out for the recovery-
revival process and to acquire a
higher growth regime. The
Economic Revival Committee
has held prolonged and intensive
discussions with all the
departments of my Government
in order to assess the impacts
on their activities due to the
Pandemic. At the same time,
stakeholders of every sector of
the economy, members of the
press and various organizations
were consulted to prepare the
report. My Government had
mandated the discussions with
the stakeholders so that the
Committee prepares the report
by taking a holistic view of the
economy as well as the human
and social impacts. With this,
my Government hopes to fully
understand the repercussions of
the pandemic and be prepared
to successfully restore the
socio-economic stability of the
State.

Reaffirming my

Government’s resolve towards
enabling the people to lead a
healthy and dignified life with
easy access to state- of-the-art
healthcare within the State, a
1000 bedded Multi-Specialty
Hospital has been built and is
operational. The 1000 bedded
Multi Speciality hospital is easily
accessible and affordable and is
well equipped with facilities such
as Tertiary Cancer Care Centre
with Linear accelerator and
Brachytherapy and CT simulator
machines facility. My
Government has facilities that
address the menace of other
diseases such as cancer,
hypertension, and diabetes and
kidney failure. My Government
has up-graded the 5 dialysis
machines of STNM Hospital to
10 Dialysis machines. Further,
Namchi Hospital has been
provided 5 such machines along
with Gyalshing District Hospital.
My Government has also
installed a fully functional blood
bank at STNM Hospital and
Namchi District Hospital. I am
confident now that the poor will
have easy access to the best
health care facilities in the State
itself.

There has been a
monumental increase in the
budget allocation towards the
healthcare sector in comparison
to previous years. Provisions
have been made for
maintenance, sanitation and
cleanliness of the STNM
Hospital. My Government has in
this financial year’s budget
enhanced the allocation of
procurement of medicine and
consumables by 340%.

Sikkim has been leading
the country in many forefronts.
We have set a benchmark in
many sectors and have been
lauded for our revolutionary
initiatives and successful
implementation of various
schemes and programmes. We
have to our credit numerous
National Awards in various
categories conferred by the
Government of India and other
agencies in the field of tourism,
education, rural management,
health and environment
protection.

My Government is pro-
poor and people friendly with a
vision of providing roof to every
homeless person and turning
Sikkim into a Kutcha House
Free State. My Government
believes that every individual has
the right to live a dignified life
with access to all basic
necessities of life. To turn this
vision into a reality, my
Government has proposed the
construction of 3050 nos of
pucca houses in the rural areas
under the Sikkim Garib Awas
Yojana in addition to the 3000
nos of houses completed under

the Chief Minister’s Rural
Housing Mission (CMRHM)
Phase-I. Similarly, for the urban
homeless, my Government
proposes to construct 502 nos
of Beneficiary Led Housing and
270 units of Flatted
Development Housing under the
Urban Garib Awas Yojana. With
these projects in the pipeline, I
am confident that no person(s)
in Sikkim would be homeless
and deprived of a comfortable
and dignified life.

My Government has also
taken adequate measure to
ensure that every household in
the State has access to safe,
potable drinking water by
implementation of numerous
rural drinking water schemes in
the villages. Connectivity to the
last village through rural roads,
suspension and foot bridges has
been achieved. The institution of
Panchayati Raj System and the
decentralization of power have
further cemented my
Government’s commitment
towards alleviating the
conditions of the rural populace
and enabling them to lead a
dignified life. The numerous
awards and laurels bestowed
upon the State Government in
this sector is a testimony to the
success of the PRIs. In the year
2019, my Government, in its one
of a kind initiative empowered
the Self-Help Groups by allotting
stitching works of Government
School uniforms.

My Government, since its
formation has desired to make
Sikkim an IT Hub. It has revised
the IT Policy which subsumes
the new ways, norms, and the
future paradigms of how the
world would interact and work
around. Network connectivity to
the remotest comers of the
State is also the focus of my
Government. With the
strengthening of the IT sector,
my Government aims to bring
about a faster pace of
development and progress in the
healthcare, social and economic
and education sectors. Skill
development of the youth under
several technical streams in this
sector will be carried out. My
Government is committed
towards our vision of continued
convergence of Skill
development and IT sector in the
interest of the State and its
population.

The COVID-19 pandemic
has brought to the forefront the
pivotal role played by
Information Technology in
mitigating hardships and various
obstacles that come with
restriction imposed on physical
assembly in our day to day lives.
It has shown us that how
optimum utilization of this
sector is the most effective way
forward for all. With these

restrictions in place, the smooth
and efficient functioning of any
enterprise, Government or
Private, and subsequently, the
functioning of a successful
democracy, is dependent on
“technology empowerment.” The
successful return of the
stranded outside the State, data
collection and tracing their
whereabouts and quarantine
facilities was possible due to the
online portal created by the
Department of Information
Technology. Imparting education
to the students has been
possible due to the online
classes being provided by the
teachers through WhatsApp and
Zoom apps.

The Education sector has
always been a priority sector for
my Government. Sikkim has a
total of 766 schools with 388
Primary,168 Junior High, 120
(+2) Secondary and 90 Senior
Secondary Schools, 14
Colleges including Engineering
College in South District. The
state has 1 Central University,
1 State University, 4 Private
Universities and 3 Private
Colleges. 15 % of the State’s
annual budget earmarked is
corroboration of my
Government’s intent to turn
Sikkim into the hub of education
which shall cater to students
from across the globe and
provide world class education.
Towards this aim, My
Government proposes the
establishment of a “Centre of
Excellence” at Chakhung, West
Sikkim.

For further strengthening
this sector, my Government has
provided support for Provision of
Textbook to students of schools
at elementary level along with
Free Uniforms to students at
elementary level. Yoga and Self-
defence (for girls) programme
conducted at various schools.
Sports kits have also been
provided to all the schools. My
Government has also distributed
Library books to all schools and
further implemented the practise
of Organic farming in various
schools. It is my Government’s
desire to see that all support
systems are in place to ensure
that the dreams of our students,
irrespective of their economic
backgrounds, are fulfilled.

The education sector
however is one of the worst hit
sectors by the COVID-19
pandemic. With all educational
institutes shut down to prevent
the spread and possible infection
of our children, major changes
needed to be brought up about
so that our children would not
lag behind in the academic
curriculum. Online education
was the need of the hour. With
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express immense debt of
gratitude to the people of Sikkim
for your dedication and

gentleness during the crisis and
for your profound suggestions
and uninterrupted support.

During the lock down,
people from every nook and
corner of Sikkim came forward
to lend a hand to the people who

were in need and also
contributed to the Chief
Ministers’ Relief Fund, as a

support to the government.
My words in my lexicon

may not be sufficient for the

applause of your great deeds
during the pandemic.

Respected people of
Sikkim, Nothing would have

been possible without your great
support from all directions
during the inevitable hours of

crisis.
I am sorry to reveal that,

this year we had thought of

celebrating this Independence
Day in a grand manner but due
to the pandemic we are not able
to do so.

I would like to mention
here some of the achievements
during our governance since 27'

May 2019.
1. We have worked to

strengthen medical manpower

by recruiting more than 365
medical officers including staff.

2. My Council of Ministers
and I have pledged a 35 % cut

in monthly salaries and
additionally Hon’ble MLAs have
pledged 30% cut in monthly

salaries for one year to help in
our fight against this deadly
disease.

3. First Tertiary Cancer
Care Centre has been
established at STNM
Multispeciality Hospital,

Sochaygang. Not only that,
Sikkimese people were deprived
of proper care in their suffering

earlier from renal disease for

Contd. from front page

Our youth...

which Dialysis centres have

been setup in West and South
districts by our government.

4. We have also provided

refrigerators in all Primary Health
Centres throughout the state to
keep the valuable medicines as
a provision to store them safely.

5. The government
increased the budget for
medicine and consumables from

Rs 13.41 crore to Rs. 40 crore
and provided additional grants of
Rs 40 lakhs for addressing fuel

expenditure of Ambulances so
that the people of Sikkim get
better medical care, which was
not provided earlier.

6. The benefit of cashless
treatment up to Rs 2 lakhs per
family at Central Referral

Hospital, Tadong, is being
provided through the ‘Chief
Minister Rural Health Insurance

Scheme’ from the Chief Minister
Relief Fund for the poor and the
needy.

7. Our Government has

also provided financial support
to the poor people, to address
the dire need and necessity

during any sickness.
8. Rs 7, 87, 83,500.00

(Seven Crore Eighty-Seven Lakh

Eighty- Three thousand and Five
Hundred Rupees) have been
spent for the medical treatment
till date by our government.

9. Ayushman Bharat,
which grants secondary health
care for the poor, the enrolment

has increased from 31552
(Thirty- One Thousand Five
Hundred and Fifty-Two)

beneficiaries to 179000 (One
Lakh Seventy-Nine Thousand)
an increase by 6 times within 1
year.

10.A total no. of 1, 32,350
(One Lakh Thirty Two Thousand
Three Hundred & Fifty)

beneficiaries were provided relief
under the Chief Minister’s Relief
Package during the crisis.

11.We have disbursed
100% pending pay fixation
arrears to Government
employees and pensioners at

one go and have allocated fund
for the payment of salaries of
One Family One Job employees.

1 2 . T h e g o v e r n m e n t
disbursed an amount of Rs 20
(Twenty) crore for land

compensation to Pakyong
Airport victims.

13.Our government
provided requisite financial

support for completion of the
Thakurbari Mandir construction.

14. One of the most

notable mention is the
acquisition of 100 acres land for
National Institute of Technology

(NIT), Sikkim at Khamdong at
the cost of Rs. 26.4 crore.

15. We paid compensation
to the rightful land owners to the

tune of Rs. 83, 00, 28,819

(Eighty Three crore Twenty Eight
Thousand Eight Hundred and
Nineteen rupees) through

various departments.
16.More than 832

employees under different Group
category were appointed and

regularized. Additionally, we
have approved regularization of
143 posts of GRS, APOs and

others under MGNREGA.
1 7 . E s t a b l i s h e d

regularization scheme for

temporary employees under
Group C & D category would be
eligible for regularisation after
completion of eight years

uninterrupted service.
18.We have also removed

the viva voce test for appointment

to Group C and D category.
19.MGNREGA wages

increased from Rs.192/ - to

Rs.205/ - for unskilled workers,
Rs.220 / - to  Rs.320 / - for semi-
skilled workers and Rs.250 / -
to Rs.335/ - for skilled workers.

20.Enhanced Ration
Allowance for the constables of
IRBn posted at Delhi from  Rs.

2,000/- to Rs.2,900/-
21.Restored withdrawn

Education allowance for the

children of IRBn personnel
posted at Delhi.

22.5000 laptops and 116
sewing machines have been

provided to Self Help Groups and
laptops to Village Administrative
Assistants. Further, stitching

works of Government School
Uniform were awarded to Self
Help Groups which helpedthem

in generating revenue making
them self-reliant.

23.Our Government has
decided to amend Section 129

of Sikkim Panchayat Act
1993and has withdrawn party
based  Panchayat Election as

per our poll promise.
24.10% reservation has

been allotted for direct

recruitment in civil posts and
services in the Government of
India to Other Backward Classes
(State List) belonging to Newar,

Bahun, Chettri and Majhi
community who are regarded as
Economic Weaker Section of

the society.
25.Our Government has

enhanced old age pension by

Rs 500/- per month for old age,
widow & disability pension and
also reduced widow women
pension eligibility age criteria

from 40 years to 21 years.
26.A total of 7914 farmers

are included in farmers’ pension

scheme under PM Kisan
Samman Nidhi Yojna which is
being availed by the farmers.

27.We have acquired 7.51
acres of land at the cost of Rs
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the Education Department
working tirelessly, teachers and
students partook in classes
through all electronic and online
media. Samagra Shiksha
developed app Sikkim Edutech
has been made operational and
school heads, teachers and
students are utilizing this for
online classes for senior
secondary and secondary level
classes. Further, a live phone-
in Educational Broadcast
Programme entitled “STAY
HOME, STUDY AT HOME”, for
the Students of Sikkim was
started by my Government
whereby the teachers will give
lessons on scheduled topics for
40 minutes after which phone
lines will open for the students
to put forth their doubts and
questions- Covering arts
subjects and language for
classes 5 to 8. For students not
covered through the various
online platforms, offline digital,
TV and radio mediums, laptops
with pre-load learning materials
have been sent to all the BACs
which are further given to
schools through Block and
Cluster Resource Centre
Coordinators.

My Government has
shown fierce determination,
explored all avenues and
implemented various methods
to ensure that our children have
access to education and
learning even during the ongoing
crisis.

The tourism sector is a
viable industry in the State and
is a source of major
employment as well as revenue
generation. With tourist footfall
reaching up to 14.5 lakh, there
is a felt need to renew/ revisit
the Tourism Policy of the State
in terms of the infrastructure and
the State’s carrying capacity. My
Government has further begun
paving way to turn Sikkim into
an ideal destination for Film
Making and has framed the
State Film Policy towards
achieving this goal.

Though this is the worst hit
sector of our State today, my
Government is assessing the
damages, formulating policies
and deliberating on measures to
be taken towards the recovery-
revival process.

My Government also
recognizes that farming is an
indispensable necessity for a
State to be self-reliant and self-
sustaining. Keeping this in
mind, my Government has taken
proactive measures to
encourage traditional methods
of farming and to provide much
needed support to our dairy
farmers so that they reap rich

dividends. My Government also
aims towards encouraging and
attracting the youth towards
agriculture and horticulture
sectors which has immense
potential, especially in Organic
farming.  Production Incentive of
Rs. 8/- per litre is being provided
to motivate the small and
marginal dairy farmers which will
further lead to rise in the bovine
population in the State and
thereby increase in milk
production. Further, Production
Incentives for Farming is also
being provided by my
Government.

Sikkim has traversed a
long way and achieved a lot of
success in various sectors
which have been recognized and
earned laurels at the national
level as well as international
levels on a number of occasions.
The State is well placed in many
critical parameters and in some
sectors, it is doing better than
many other States in the
country. We need to keep the
momentum in order to take the
State to further progress and
prosperity. And though, during
these trying times we have faced
a major stumbling block which
has slowed our progress, my
Government is confident that we
shall overcome this hurdle,
outshine and set an example for
the rest of the country to follow.

My Government aims to
cherish the Hon’ble Prime
Minister’s vision of making new
India by developing Sikkim into
a vibrant and self-reliant State.
At the same time, we aim to let
every Sikkimese to live with pride
and self respect.

Now we need to focus on
production and use of country
made products. This will help in
safeguarding the sovereignty of
the nation. Constructive steps
are required to be taken for self
reliance, and then only we would
be able to make the Hon’ble
Prime Minister’s vision into
reality.

We should focus on
qualitative and standard
products so that we could leap
a step forward in exports instead
of depending on imports.

Dear Sikkimese,
   I appeal to all people that

we all remain united, dedicated
and committed so that we can
contribute towards the
development of our state and the
nation.

As I conclude, I applaud
the “Veeron ko Naman” initiative
of the state government and pay
rich tributes to our valiant
soldiers for their sacrifice in
Galwan valley.

Once again, I congratulate
and express my indebtedness
to the COVID warriors for their
unflinching commitment
towards the cause.

Lastly, I request my
Sikkimese people to use mask,
maintain six feet distance (Do
Gaaj Ki Doori) keep yourself
hygienic and to adopt the core
value of Stay Home-Stay Safe
then only we will win the global
war against the Corona
Pandemic.

As I conclude, let me
remind that the vision of my
Government is to transform the
State into a fully self-reliant and
self-sufficient entity and at the
same time to make Sikkim
prosperous and progressive so
that the people can live a
respectable and dignified life.

JAI HIND! JAI SIKKIM
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5.50  crore for the construction

of Centre for Excellence at
Chakung, Soreng, which would
revolutionize the higher
Education Sector and make

Sikkim an educational hub for
quality and multi-disciplinary
education.

28.Apart from these I
would like to make a notable
mention of the children who have

been selected in India Team
Camp  for FIFA U-17 World Cup
and have made Sikkim proud.

Ms. Shri Devi Subba -

Dentam West Sikkim
Ms. Laxmi Thatal -Hee

Bazaar West Sikkim

Ms. Muskan Subba -
Soreng West Sikkim

29. Similarly, Ms.

Yangchen Doma Bhutia and Mr.
Zenden Lingzerpa have cracked
the UPSC - 2019 Exams, which
really is a proud moment for all

of us.
30.Similarly, Ms. Diki

Choden Bhutia has been

granted scholarship in the UK.
The Government of Sikkim
supported her for the required

additional fund for her  study.
I would like to mention few

initiatives initiated by the
government for the welfare of the

Sikkimese people.
1. We are shortly initiating

‘Sikkim Garib Aawas Yojana’

where houses would be
constructed in an area of 678.50
sq.ft., which would include one

television set and furniture  set
valued at  Rs.17,61,682/- for the
poor rural and urban people of
Sikkim. The Cabinet in its

recent meeting has  sanctioned
Rs. 481 crores to start this
scheme.

We have also initiated the
up-gradation/repair of 45,069
houses of the poor and deprived

families of Sikkim.
2. We have intended to

introduce the process of
realization of a high value

tourism corridor, tourist
destination and places  of
interests to be introduced in

West Sikkim.
3. Our Government has

also initiated the Development

of an  Eco- Tourism complex at
Dodak in West Sikkim, in the
concept of Vrindavan.

4. Fund has been

earmarked by the Government
for the development of ‘Herbal
Medical Yoga and Spiritual

Complex I, in the concept
of Heavenly Path at Nandu-
Gaon,  SouthSikkim.

5. A requisite fund has
also been earmarked by the

Government for the construction
of  Mangarzong Historical

complex ’ at Mangsari, West
Sikkim.

6. Our Government has

sanctioned Rs. 63.00 crore for
the  construction of pilgrimage
complex with 54 feet high

Statue  of Nisani Kali Devi at
Budang Gadi, Pendam. Further,
we  also made a provision of Rs.
2.5 crore included in the current

Financial Year for the
construction of footpath from the
cliff  to the old Temple for Kali

Darshan Yatra.
7. Financial provision

extended for early completion of

Paru  Hang Sap ten Manghim -
Mangkhim Rai Culture-cum-
Tourist centre at Ranka.

8. Financial support

rendered for the construction of
Devi  Mandir at Adarsh Goan,
Temi Namphing, South Sikkim.

9. A requisite budget
provision for the statue of Guru
Rinpoche for Lachung and

Lachen will be made by our
Government.

10An amount of Rs.
15.30 crore has been earmarked

by our Government for the
maintenance, construction,
repair and other activities to be

carried out in 21 different
religious institutions in the
State.

11.We have also taken
proactive measures for the early
completion of Bhaichung

Stadium project at Namchi
which was overlooked for a long
time by the previous
Government.

12.The ex-gratia for
commercial vehicle drivers who
meet an accidental death has

been increased from 3 lakhs to
5 lakhs.

13.Government has

decided to award the best
performing driver of each district
with a new taxi Bolero vehicle
with vehicle number and

registration certificate every
year.

14.The government has

launched a new green initiative’
A Day for Mother Earth’ on July
7, 2019. Each MLA has planted

1000 saplings in their respective
constituency this year. I would
like to request you all to make
the program more vibrant.

15.Fresh economic survey
will be conducted to analyse the
trends in agriculture and

industrial production,
infrastructure, employment,
money supply, price and other

relevant economic factors.
16.Government has

decided to grant incentives of
Rs. 8 per litre on the price of Milk

as Minimum Support Price
(MSP) for Milk Producing
farmers of Sikkim. The facility

of providing Minimum Support
Price to the farmers of Ginger,

Orange, Cardamom, Turmeric
and Buckwheat will also be
extended.

17.Government has
introduced the Krishi Credit Loan
Mela that is being organized in

the villages where farmers are
being provided credit facilities up
to Rs. 3 lakhs without any
mortgages.

18.Model Village project
has been launched in 4 villages,
viz, - Rey-Mendu in East

District, Bermiok-Berthang and
Chingthang GPU in West
District, Ringhim-Nampatam in

North District and Mamley-
Kamrang in South District to
boost the Agricultural and
Animal Husbandry sector.

19.The government has
initiated “Skilled Youth Start-up
Scheme” to generate equitable

entrepreneurial opportunities in
rural as well as urban areas of
Sikkim, particularly among the

educated unemployed youth to
become self-employed and self-
reliant.

20.Government has

decided to set up a ‘Foreign
Employment  Training and
Recruitment Institute (FETRI),

for aspiring educated youth who
are interested in serving abroad.

21.As a privilege for the

women, no earnest money will
be charged to women for
contractual works up to Rs. 5

crores and 50% earnest money
for contractual works of  Rs.5-
10 crores.

22.Government has

initiated free UPSC coaching to
50 All India Service (Civil
Service) aspirants of Sikkim. I

am happy to let you all know that
one batch of 50 Sikkimese
aspirants have already been

enrolled under this initiative.
23.Government has also

allocated five seats exclusively
for the underprivileged students

of Dzongu, North Sikkim, in the
Chief Minister’s Merit
Scholarship Scheme (CMMSS).

24.To promote ‘Invest in
Sikkim’ and attract the foreign
and national investors,

government has decided to
initiate a New Industrial and
Investment policy.

25.As a token of

encouragement and to further
flourish their talent, the
government has introduced the

Sikkim Film Policy incentives of
Rs. 20 lakhs for regional and
local film makers and  Rs. one

crore to larger budget films. This
will definitely increase the
visibility of Sikkim and expose
our talented youth at the national

and international level.
26.Our Government wants

to capitalize on the potential of

Sikkim, but without hampering

or creating any environmental
disturbances. Hence, we are
initiating the concept of setting

up of micro and mini hydel
projects up to 5 MW capacity
which shall exclusively be given

to local aspirants of Sikkim.
27.Government has

fulfilled the demand of Civil
Service Officers and has already

sanctioned fund to the tune of
Rs. 20.00 crores for the
construction of Civil Service

Officer Institute for government
employees.

28.Government has set

aside a fund to the tune of
`32.02 crores for the infra-
structural up-gradation of
Rhenock Government College.

29.The long pending land
issues of Gyalshing Degree
College has been resolved and

Rs. 4.4 crores has been
sanctioned for immediate
completion of lst phase

construction and agreed in
principle for additional
infrastructure like Academic
Block, Hostels, Auditorium,

Sports complex etc. in the
second phase.

30.Government has also

taken an initiative for introducing
the Post Graduate courses in
various subjects under the

auspices of Sikkim Central
University under Extension of
Study Centre programme.

31.Government welcomes

the National Educational Policy,
2020 which provides an
overarching vision and

comprehensive framework for
both school and higher
education sectors.

32.Government will set up
a Sikkim Education Reform
Commission to draw a
comprehensive education policy

and strategy in line with the
National Educational Policy,
2020.

33.Government will initiate
a training fund for teachers from
primary to college level in foreign

institutions, different institution
in India and also in Sikkim.

34.Government has
earmarked fund for a new

programme, ‘Moral Science and
Mental Health Development’ in
schools and colleges which has

already been allocated. This
programme will help the
students not only for academic

and career planning but also for
personal, social and behavioural
concerns.

35.Sikkim will now have its

own Independent BSNL
Administrative Control Centre.
This was an unresolved issue

and one of the major problems
being faced by our State since
three decades. In addition to

this, the work-to provide

dedicated internet connection

through Optical fibre cable to 17
BACs in the State, has already
started and will be completed

within few months time.
36.To resolve the long

pending issue of seat reservation

of Limboo and Tamang in
Legislative Assembly of Sikkim
and inclusion of 11 communities
of Sikkim into the Scheduled

Tribe status, I want to assure the
people of Sikkim, that the
Government is leaving no stone

unturned and vigorously
pursuing the matter with the
ministry for early settlement.

37.Government is trying to
fulfil the aspiration of our people
with regard to welcoming His
Holiness the 17th Gyalwang

Karmapa, Ogyen Trinley Dorje,
to his rightful seat In Rumtek
monastery.

3 8 . T h e p r e v i o u s
Government levied 10% charge
on the registration fees for sales/

purchase/lease of lands and
buildings to the old settlers. To
honour them, my Government
has taken the initiative to reduce

the fees to 5 %.
39.Government will

establish one model school in

each district with innovative
teaching and learning
methodologies which will be at

par with the best institutions of
the world.

4 0 . N e c e s s a r y

infrastructure will be set up for
facilitating online classes at real
time and self-paced across the
state.

41.In the form of ‘Most
Promising School Award’ the
best collaboration of students,

teachers, parents and local
communities who create a
unique, sustainable learning

environment around the school
will be awarded.

42.Information Technology
and Governance are becoming

interwoven and unavoidable. The
government is committed to
leave no stone unturned to

facilitate the IT sector of the
state including Sub Division,
BACs to the level of Gram

Prashashan Kendra (GPKs) by
2022. Similarly, all application
for government schemes shall
be done online; this will reduce

the burden of the citizen, while
departments will have to develop
an IT based scheme monitoring

system for better efficiency and
transparency.

43.I would like to take this

opportunity to announce that E-
Office will be implemented in all
Government Departments by
2022.

44.I am extremely proud
to announce that Yangthang

Our youth...
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IPR Exclusive

INDIA AT 73 – A RETROSPECT
            -Raj Sharma (SIA)

August 15th, 2020 marks the 74th Independence Day of our great nation. As we complete 73 glorious years
as an Independent nation, we are almost instinctively drawn to the reminiscence of the past, particularly the
vivid impressions of the different stages of the struggle for freedom. The chronology of events as described
by historians of the past and present almost tread on a similar narrative, leaving very little room for ambiguity.
As citizens of this great nation, we swear by the valour and determination with which our freedom fighters
fought against foreign rule and succeeded in giving us the independence we so dearly sought for.

Today, on the occasion of the 74th Independence Day of our nation, it would be befitting to look
back in retrospect the journey of Independent India from the Nehruvian era to the present times. What
started with the restructuring of the basic tenets of democracy in the formative years after Independence has
today bloomed into a vibrant system of governance. The seeds of development sown during the Industrial
development era of the first and the second five-year plans have till todayserved as a bedrock for further
development. The experiments in the agricultural sector in the form of the Green Revolution succeeded in
meeting the immediate scarcity of food grains, but methods used during the entire process had larger
ramifications, which have had its impact even till the present date. Today, India is largely self-sufficient in a
majority of sectors and priority has shifted from quantity to quality. The poverty alleviation and poverty
elimination programmes of the past have shown considerable results and India is slowly but surely scripting
a new story for itself.

India was quick to capitalize on the thrust laid on globalization and privatization and what followed
was a paradigm shift in the economy. This era can also be seen as a resurrection of the remnants of the efforts
made in the first and second decades after Independence.  The IT sector made its presence felt in a big way,
and soon, India had gained a good ground in developing its prowess.
On the Military front, the country has largely scaled up its resources over the years, and is today a powerful

force to reckon with. The wars fought with Pakistan and China in the 60s and 70s left indelible impressions
and a need was felt to develop the military might of the nation to safeguard its territories. There has been no
looking back since, and the country has developed a formidable resource base much at par with the military
superpowers.

The present crisis due to the COVID-19 pandemic is no less than a war-like scenario, where the
country has had to deploy men and machinery to keep the virus at bay and protect its citizens. A parallel can
be drawn between the indomitable spirit of the frontline COVID  warriors fighting an unseen enemy, and the
brave forces guarding our borders. The challenges posed by this pandemic is unprecedented, what is seen
at the gross level is the loss of human lives, but deep down it has already caused a rupture of the economy,
the very base on which depends our livelihoods. These are challenging times and the country is doing all it
can to spring back to normalcy. All we want is freedom, all we seek is freedom.A lot has changed over the
past five months. What remains constant is the collective hope and optimism that we shall soon overcome
this crisis, and this hope has been cemented by the consistent efforts of the Central and State Governments,
the services rendered by the frontline workers and the resolve of the people.

What is heartening to note is that even in these grave circumstances, the Government has been
devising ways to build back better. The economic packages to the segments most hit by the pandemic and
the major thrust on self-sustenance or Aatma Nirbhar Bharat has already garnered positive responses from
all quarters. Credit goes to the Government of the day led by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi for instilling
confidence in the people and leading by example. The Government has been exhorting the people of the
country that the battle can be won by simply following health guidelines and seeking timely medical help.
Today, statistics show that the active cases of COVID-19 have come down significantly and the number of
people cured and discharged from Hospitals and Care Centres have drastically increased. Government
guidelines are being revised and re-revised to open up the economy bit by bit in an effort to bring back
normalcy.

In a way, an attempt can be made to compare the present scenario with the situation immediately
after independence. Although there must have been a definite excitement and sense of relief that we got our
due, that we got our country back, but the challenges that lay ahead could be no less than dealing with a
pandemic-like situation like the present one. It is hard to imagine what the leaders who were preparing the
roadmap for the nation were dealing with. They had a hugely populated country with diverse issues, abject
poverty and a fractured economy. They probably had to start from the scratch.
In such circumstances, great leaders came to the rescue and guided the country back onto the path of

development. Inspired by the Gandhian philosophy of holistic development, the architects of nation-building
began the tedious process of separating the wheat from the shaft, and by the second decade after
Independence, some of the results were already visible. A country once derailed and left in ruins was slowly
standing back on its feet, brimming with a new-found confidence. The idea of a new India had already taken
shape.

In the years that followed, new methods of governance were articulated and experimented with. The
Panchayati Raj System also gained significance and became an intrinsic part of governance. Subsequent
Constitutional Amendments gave more power to grass root governance.

One of the parameters of development is the way the independent media functions or is allowed to
function. The establishment of Press Council of India in 1966 by the Parliamentas a quasi-judicial body to
safeguard freedom of the press, was a significant development in this direction. By that time, print media was
vibrant and a potential medium to disseminate information. Doordarshan had already started to make an
impact as the public service broadcaster along with its sister concern, the All India Radio. They both helped
to bridge the gap between the Government and the people and opened the nation to new possibilities and
exchanges. Over the years, media networks had increased manifold, connecting India to the world. At
present, with the advent of digital media, the country is experiencing an overdose of information and
insights, which sometimes lead to cacophony, and deviates to an extent where it fails to perform the basic
role of the media. Nonetheless, digital media, with its share of both positive and negative, is the product of
the time and age we are in. Love it or hate it, but we just cannot ignore it.

The present focus of the country has been on developing and nurturing local enterprises with a
vision to be ‘independent’ and self-sustaining. The call for a self-reliant India has struck an instant chord
with the younger lot and several indigenous enterprises and industries have already made their presence
felt. This is New India where the youth energy is harnessed to drive the development engine. The biggest
strength of India now lies with its demographic dividend. The youth of the country are ready to deliver.
Over seven decades since Independence, India is today one of the most vibrant nations in every aspect. It

has made its mark on the global arena with its soft power and diplomacy. From technological innovations to
scientific breakthroughs, India also presents itself as a unique model of sustainable development. At 73, the
nation stands tall and confident and all-equipped to become a developed nation. From a third world country
till some decades back to one of the most powerful nations, the story of India is awe-inspiring. The best, one
fathoms, is yet to come.

village, West Sikkim is declared

as the first Information
Technology Smart Village

Project, so that the village will

be benefited with dedicated net
connectivity and every required

facility.

45.I am extremely proud

and happy to declare Namli,
East Sikkim under Martarri

Rumtek Constituency as

Special Economic Zone, which
will be the first ‘Special

Economic Zone’, in the State

exclusively for Information
Technology Enabled Service

Industries.

46.Government wants to

bring health care benefits to
each door step. I am extremely

proud that Mobile village clinic

shall be introduced in every
village by 2021. This clinic will

be equipped with a doctor, a

nurse and with all the basic
medicines and will be available

for providing village clinic once

a week in every village. A

Dialysis centre will also be setup
in all sub-division health-care

centres.

47.Government will set up
a medical college, within the

premises of STNM,

Sochaygang, Gangtok.

49.Government is planning
to sponsor 50 MBBS seats, free

of cost to the deserving

candidates belonging to the
underprivileged family of Sikkim,

from the next academic session,

till the completion of our own
State Medical College.

50.Government will set up

a Cancer Hospital at Jorethang,

having best of the facilities
available in the entire north-

eastern region, which will not

only cater to the people of
Sikkim but also to the entire

North Eastern Region and

neighbouring countries.
51.I also want to take this

opportunity to announce medical

insurance facility to 5000 Taxi

drivers of Sikkim through “Chief
Minister Rural Health Insurance

Scheme’.

52.The drivers will also be
provided easy vehicle insurance

loans for taxi vehicles of Sikkim

from the State Bank of Sikkim
which can be remitted on easy

instalments.

53.I am happy to

announce a new housing
scheme ‘Chief Minister Awas

Yojna’ for poor people of Sikkim

for the construction of small
house costing  Rs.9 lakh (nine

lakh).

54.Government will aim at

identifying genuine BPL families

and extend support to them. We
will ensure that a new BPL

survey will be conducted and

27000 deprived BPL families of
Sikkim will be benefited.

55.I am also extremely

proud to announce that a Sikkim
Women Police Special Task

Force will be created and I also

encourage the women of Sikkim

to take benefit of this opportunity
56.I am proud to announce

that the government has initiated

process for underground
tunnelling for construction of

underground roads for smooth

transportation during the difficult
monsoon times.

57.The “Nasha Mukt

Bharat” campaign, has been

focussed on 272 districts in the
country. As all the four districts

of Sikkim are included in the list,

we now have to take this
campaign forward and work

towards making Sikkim a drugs

free state. Collective awareness,
higher educational awareness,

consciousness and counselling

should be exchanged by

reaching out to the general
public, accessible and easy

treatment facilities should be

provided in hospitals and
rehabilitation centres.

There is a need for the

Government and the general

public to be aware of the need
to organize various skill

development and training

programmes for efficiency and
competency for the youth.

On this auspicious day of

Independence, I call upon all to
take the lead in eradicating the

growing negative tendencies in

the society and to be fully aware

to protect our society.
58“Gandagi Mukt Bharat”,

a week-long campaign for

‘Swachhata’ has been launched
by PM Modi on 8th August, in

the run-up to Independence Day.

During this week, each day till
August 15 will have

special’Swachhata’ initiatives in

urban and rural India to re-

enforce the ‘Jan Andolan’ for
Swachhata. So let’s come

together to make our Sikkim

clean and green state
throughout the year.

Lastly, I congratulate you

all on this auspicious occasion
and request you to kindly follow

the protocol of COVID-19

protective measures and remain

safe. I thank all the frontline
warriors who have kept us safe

till date and wish you all the best

and every success in your
endeavours.

Thank you.

Jai Hind, Jai Sikkim.
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