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Gangtok June 16: The Chief
Minister Mr. Prem Singh Tamang
today participated in a Video
Conference called on by the Prime
Minister, Mr. Narendra  Modi with
Chief  Ministers of  21 States to
discuss the situation emerging
post-Unlock 1.0 and plans for
combating the pandemic.

 A Power Point presentation

was presented by Secretary,
Ministry of Health on the impact
of lockdown on COVID-19
outbreak and the way forward.

 The positive outcome of
the lockdown was highlighted,
duly giving credit to community
participation, awareness, Jan

Gangtok, June 18: In order to
support and encourage Farmer
Producer Organisations (FPOs) in
the State, the State Government
has taken a unique step to provide
equity grant to them. The Chief
Minister Mr. Prem Singh Tamang
handed over cheques of equity
grant to all the 28 FPOs in a
function organised at Samman
Bhawan, today. 

The programme had the
presence of Minister for
Agriculture and Horticulture

Department, Mr. L.N. Sharma,
Political Secretary to Chief
Minister Mr. Jacob Khaling,
Principal Secretary Agriculture and
Horticulture Department, Mr. R.
Telang, Secretary, Agriculture
Department, Mr. Rinzing Chewang
Bhutia, Secretary, Horticulture
Department, Mr. M.T. Sherpa,
Chief Executive Officer, Sikkim
Organic Mission, Dr. S.
Anbalagan, and senior officers of
the Agriculture Department.

Chief Minister Mr. Prem

Singh Tamang in his address
stressed that agriculture,
horticulture and animal husbandry
sectors are being given the highest
priority by the Government in the
form of incentives and constant
support to the farming community.
He informed that the Government
will soon announce incentives in
the agriculture and horticulture
sectors for select crops like
turmeric, orange, ginger ,
buckwheat and cardamom.

The Chief Minister lauded
the Farmer Producer Organizations
for their efforts to ensure
continuous supply of vegetables
to the consumers throughout the
period of the lockdown. Without
their active support, hard work and
proper coordination, the people of
Sikkim, especially  the city dwellers
could have faced acute shortage
of vegetables, he added. He said
that it was encouraging to see
many young and educated people
actively engaged in the FPOs, and
added that there are numerous

Chief Minister hands over equity grant
to FPOs

Gangtok, June 17: The Chief
Minister Mr. Prem Singh Tamang
along with Minister for Health
Department, Dr. M.K. Sharma,
other Cabinet Ministers and
officers from the line department
visited Lall Bazar, Singtam, East
Sikkim, today wherein, two house
was completely gutted by the fire
on the night of June 16. It may be
mentioned here that an
unfortunate incident had occurred
where two houses belonging to
Late Karma Bhutia (two storied
house) and Mr. Man Bahadur
Subba (one storied house) was
completely gutted by the fire.

The Chief Minister during
his visit expressed his deep
concern and grief on the
unfortunate incident and handed
over the ex-gratia amounting to
`10 lakh from Chief Minister’s
Relief Fund (CMRF) and ̀ 1,05700
from Disaster Management Fund
(DMF) to Mrs. Binita Subba wife
of Late Karma Bhutia and ̀ 7 lakh
from CMRF and `1,05700/- lakh
from DMF to Mr. Bir Bahadur
Subba, son of Mr. Man Bahadur
Subba.

The tenants (Uma Sankhar
Sony, Padam Ghatani, Bali Ram
Sharma and Uttam Roy) of the
house which was gutted by the
fire were also handed over the ex-
gratia amount of ` 2 lakh each.

Ex-gratia amount of `1 lakh
each from CMRF and ` 5,200/-
each from DMF was also handed
over to the owners Mr. Ben Kumar
Pradhan and Mr. Manoj Prasad of
two adjacent buildings which was
partially damaged by the fire. 

The Chief Minister assured
full cooperation and support to
the victims from the government. 

During his visit, the Chief
Minister also asked the
competent authorities to prepare
a plan under Urban Housing
Scheme to replace all the kutcha
houses of the urban areas of
Sikkim with single storied building
in a phased manner.

The Chief Minister during
the visit also asked the Urban

Development Department to come
up with multi storied parking plaza
near new Singtam bridge.

Adarsh gaon of Singtam
which has always faced the
danger of swelling Teesta river
especially during the monsoon
was also inspected by the Chief
Minister and asked the Irrigation
department to come up with
project to stop river abetment in
the area.

On his way back to Gangtok,
the Chief Minister Mr. Prem Singh
Tamang asked the concerned
department to construct proper
shed for the vegetable and corn
vendors on the sides of NH 10.

Contd. on page 4
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CM participates in Video
Conference

Chief Minister along with Cabinet
Ministers visit Singtam Gangtok, June 15: Secretary to the

Chief Minister, Mr. S.D. Dhakal
convened a press conference at
Tashiling Secretariat, today.

During the press
conference, he informed that a
economically weaker section of
people who do not fall in the
reserved category of ST, SC and
OBC in the Centre will now be
entitled for 10% central reservation
in a cabinet meeting held on June
15. He said that this was a long
pending aspiration of a certain
section of the Sikkimese population
who had been deprived of all the
privileges especially with regard to
availing employment and
educational opportunities outside
the State, including the All India
Services.

Terming this as a historical
development, the Secretary said
that the matter was given highest
priority by the present
Government and was vigorously
pursued and was placed in the
Assembly Session, and after
thorough examination, it was
finally passed in today’s Cabinet
Meeting. He informed that the
Notification regarding the
entitlements to the reservation will
be issued by the State Government
within a week’s time. 

Explaining about the
entitlements of the reservation, the
Secretary informed that only

Secretary S.D. Dhakal holds
press conference

people who fall within the
stipulated category and within the
bracket of ‘economically weaker
section’ will benefit from the
reservation. This includes persons
whose family annual income is
less than ` 8 Lakhs, or who
possess less than 5 acre of land,
or less than 1000 sq.ft residential
flat in any municipal area, or less
than 100 sq yard of residential plot
in a municipal area, or less than
200 sq yard of residential plot
outside municipal area along the
roadside or in commercial areas.
The Secretary further informed
that the Certificates will be issued
after thorough verification by the
District Collectorate, and all the
Sub-Divisional Magistrates. He
said that the Certificates can also
be availed through the online
mode and should be renewed on
yearly basis. 

The Secretary shared that
the reservation will not apply to
Technical and Scientific posts and
other such posts which are
outside the purview of the Central
Services. 

Secretary Mr. S.D. Dhakal
also informed the media of another
major decision that was taken in
today’s Cabinet Meeting, that of
the removal of the system of
conducting viva-voce for all State

Contd. on page 6
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District Diary

Gyalshing, June 12: As per the
directions of Minister for
Agriculture Department, Mr. L.N.
Sharma a meeting was held
regarding Loan Mela for
Gyalshing-Bermiok, Yuksom-
Tashiding and Maneybong
Dentam Constituencies at the
Conference Hall, District
Administrative Centre, West
Sikkim, today.

The meeting was chaired
by DC (West), Mr. Karma R.
Bonpo accompanied by Assistant
General Manager, Reserve Bank
of India, Mr.  I. Y. T. Namcho,
Additionl Director (AH&VS), Dr.
N.M. Cintury, JD/Agriculture, Mr.
T. N Bhutia, (State Loan
Consultant), Mr. Pradip Bhandari
along with branch managers of
various banks in the district,
Panchayats, SHGs and other
dignitaries. 

During the meeting, all the
schemes related for the benefits
of farmers like KCC, DEDS,
MUDRA, MSME , etc. were
discussed in details aiming to
provide adequate and timely
credit support from the banks to
the farmers for their cultivation.

During the deliberation, DC
(West) stated that the farmers
need to be properly sensitized

Mangan, June 13: The Minister
for Land Revenue & Disaster
Management Department, Mr.
Kunga Nima Lepcha chaired a
meeting at chamber of the District
Collector (North) regarding
Mangan  Bazar’s Landslide areas,
today. He was accompanied by
Minister for Roads & Bridges
Department Mr. Samdup Lepcha,
District Collector (North)
Mr.Tenzing T. Kaleon, Relief
Commissioner-cum-Secretary Mr.
P.N. Sherpa and team, SP (North)
Mrs.Ongmu Bhutia, Officers  from
BRO, and others officers  from line
department of the district.

The meeting started with
the welcome address delivered
by the DC (North), followed by
the Power Point Presentation on

Mangan, June 13: The Minister
for Roads & Bridges Department,
Mr. Samdup Lepcha held a
meeting with the CMO and
Doctors of the District Hospital
Mangan to check the
preparedness of arrangements for
COVID-19 pandemic as well to
take stock of hospital shortages,
today.

Namchi, June 15:  The South
District Disaster Management
Authority (DDMA) undertook
Sanitisation process at Namchi
Government College Quarantine
Centre, today.

The Boys Hostel

Gyalshing, June 17: A  meeting
to discuss for the development
of Agriculture, Horticulture and
Animal Husbandary in West
Sikkim was held today at DAC
Conference  hall, today. The
meeting  was chaired by DC
(West), Mr. Karma R. Bonpo,
accompanied by SDM (Yuksom)
Mr.T. T. Bhutia; Joint Director,
Deptt of AH & VS, Dr. Kishor
Thapa, Executive Engineer,
Agriculture (West) Mr. Jigmee
Dorjee Lepcha; BDO (Yuksom)
Mr. S.M. Limboo, RO (Tashiding)
Mr. Bishnu Sharma, (Asst.
Director Fisheries) Ms. Dechen
Lepcha and  RS (Tashiding) Mr.
P. R. Sharma.

DC (West) held a
preliminary meeting to explore the
possibility of taking up
community farming at the remote
villages of
Mangnam, Karjee, Mandher,
Narkhola and Duphidhara in
West Sikkim.  He stated that
plans are being explored for
aggregating the land holding and
creating a land pool of about 500
acres. Once the land pool is
created the agriculture
development on these lands will
be taken up on a massive scale.
The District Collector stated a
holistic plan involving all

Gyalshing, June 17:The Minister
for Agriculture Department, Mr.
L. N. Sharma convened  a  meeting
with the District Incharge,
Agriculture Development
Officers (ADOs) Horticulture
Development Officers ( HDOs),
Veterinary Officers (VOs) and
field functionaries of West
District at the Community Hall of 
Bermiok 13th Mile, West Sikkim,
today.

While elucidating the
purpose of the coordination
meeting, the Minister Mr. Sharma
stated that the  meeting was
called to assign ADOs, HDOs,
Village Level Workers (VLW),
VOs, field  functionaries to
identify the progressive and
aspiring  farmers in their
respective places under the
supervision of concerned
Incharge. He reiterated that the
field  functionaries must
enlighten farmers about the
productivity potential and to
provide effective guidance  to
generate better outputs in their
field of interest. He also directed
all concerned to conduct
comprehensive survey and
submit a list of progressive and
aspiring farmers within a month
to provide subsidised loans and
other benefits to the deserving
households. 

Minister Mr.Sharma also
informed about the recent

Landslide areas of SNT Complex
by the Project Coordinate Mr.
Pemzang Tenzing.

Minister, Mr. Kunga Nima
Lepcha instructed all
stakeholders to expedite the
restoration work. He said that
today’s meeting is conducted to
ensure the safety of Mangan
Bazar.

He urged all the concerned
departments to work in tandem
with each other and make North
District a model district. Quality
work is a big factor that leads to
true sense of development, he
further added.

He asked the BRO Officers
to mention the correct names of
the place in the signboards
before installing it in roads and

for this he directed to enquire the
names with Panchayats members
or the local public.

Minister Mr. Samdup
Lepcha stated that main aim is to
protect the Mangan Bazar Area
from landslide therefore quality
of work can not be compromised
at any cost. He informed that an
Independent body has been
formed for execution of work.

He said that the work to be
completed on stipulated time, the
concerned departments must go
hand in hand. He said if the
formalities for the works are
completed the work could be
started from first week of July.

Thereafter, the Ministers
also visited landslide affected
areas at SNT complex.

declaration made in favour of
farmers and mentioned that every
Wednesday will be reserved by
the banks exclusively for the
farmers, District Level Review
Meeting will be held on the first
Thursday of the month and Loan
Mela to be organised by the
Banks to release subsidised loan
to the farmers on the spot.

He also articulated on the
imperative need of adopting
agriculture profession at large
scale to fulfil growing demands
and defeat situational crisis in
future perspectives as well. The
state government shall formulate
a policy to ensure optimum
utilisation of barren land. 

He also appealed farmers to
be sensitized on the wide scope
of e-marketing concept and
stressed to enhance production
in cluster farming. He also
elaborated on the benefits of
dairy farming and co-related its
benefits through aligned
components like vermicompost,
gobar gas etc. Further, he urged
farmers to be determined to
increase supply of milk by 50
thousand litres per day from
West District only. He also threw
lights on the upcoming activities
to be accomplished in future
course of action. 

Minister Mr. Sharma also
encouraged farmers for Bee
Farming and asked to identify at

least 100 bee keepers from each
constituency of West District.

He also urged Krishi
Vigyan Kendra Gyalshing to
conduct training programme to
make farmers more skilled and
technically efficient. 

Minister Mr. Sharma also
appealed people to follow all
precautionary measures to save
themselves from COVID-19
pandemic.

 Minister Mr. Sharma, in his
concluding remarks, urged all
sections of society and attendees
to make West Sikkim, a model
district in the next four years and
to support the state’s GDP,
incredibly.

Additional Director, Animal
Husbandry and Veterinary
Services, Dr. Narad Cintury and
Joint Director Horticulture Mr.
Karma  Sherpa also addressed
the house and highlighted
various beneficial schemes of
their respective departments.

Joint Director Agriculture
Mr. T.N. Bhutia coordinated the
meeting and drew lights on
schemes and programmes of
Agriculture Department.

Credit Facilitator Mr.
Pradeep Bhandari outlined the
banking provisions of subsidised
loan for farmers prepared by the
State Government in co-
ordination with the Bankers in the
state. 

departments such as Agriculture,
Horticulture, Animal Husbandry,
Rural development, fisheries and
social forestry needs to be
prepared. He directed the animal
husbandry department to explore
the possibility of setting up a 500
unit dairy farm on the community
land. Similarly, horticulture,
agriculture and fisheries were
directed to submit plans for
development of the respective
sectors.  The BDO was directed
to explore the possibility of
fodder plantation development in
the area. Similarly, social forestry
was directed to take up fodder
plantation in the adjoining
khasmal and gaucharan lands. 

The DC stated that
preliminary survey of the land will
be undertaken and details of the
projects are being worked upon. 
He further stated that the
pandemic has taught the
importance of being self sufficient
in agriculture. The major focus
should now be on organic food
production and every land should
be used for achieving this. 

The District Collector
stated that the project proposal
needs to submitted to the
government soon and directed all
departments to work on their
respective areas.

about the loan schemes hence all
the banks must support and
educate them properly before
processing the loan. He also
advised that priority needs to be
given to the progressive farmers.
While giving KCC loan, the fasal
bima (Crop insurance) must be
made mandatory to reduce the
defaulters and to cope up the loss
of the farmers. 

Stressing on the milk
production, he mentioned that
the West District has the
potential of being the majority
stakeholder in the milk
production arena within the state.
He also stated that in the field of
milk production NABARD
should lend separate subsidy to
West District for motivation and
support to the progressive
farmers.

Mr. Namcho apprised the
house about the guidelines of
RBI and said that every loan must
be disbursed according to RBI
guidelines and informed that
every Wednesday has been
sitpulated as farmers meet
farmers query day.

At the outset, Mr. Pradip
Bhandari briefed about the
schemes like KCC, DEDS, MSME
and MUDRA.

building was sanitized by the
team which was supervised by In-
Charge Mr. Saran Chettri and
police personnel on duty. The
building has also been sealed by
the Administration till further
order.

During the meeting, CMO
(North) Dr. Purna Basnett put
forth demands of District
Hospital  which are as under

To expedite the ongoing
District Hospital Building
Construction work, all the
Specialists Doctors attached to
District Hospital Mangan should
attend duties on Monday,

Tuesday, Wednesday instead of
only Friday for providing  more
service to the public of the district.
New Ambulance, more numbers
of drivers and safai karmachari.

Minister Mr. Samdup
Lepcha gave a patient hearing
and assured that demand would
be full filled gradually.

Gyalshing, June 17:A plantation
drive was conducted at Bardara,
Thangsing Road under
Gyalshing  Bermiok
Constituency, today. Minister
Mr. L. N. Sharma planted a
sapling of  Cherry, Azelia species
and also distributed species of

Tinosporia Cordifolia commonly
known as Gurjo/Giloy to the
farmers.

Earlier, Minister Mr. Sharma
inspected the ongoing  carpeting
work of Bermiok Legship Road.
He also asked to show the
practical measurement of

blacktopping over the widening
lane of Intermediate lane of 5.5
meter wide and 75 Millimetre
thickness.

Further he instructed to
ensure quality works within the
stipulated time for sustainable
development.

Minister L. N. Sharma holds meeting

Minister K. N. Lepcha visits landslide affected area at SNT Complex
(Mangan)

Minister Samdup Lepcha holds meeting with CMO and Doctors of
District Hospital Mangan

Plantation drive carried out at Bardara

Meeting for development of Agriculture,
Horticulture and Animal Husbandary in West

Sikkim held

South DDMA conducts Sanitisation process at
Namchi Government College Quarantine

Meeting on Loan Mela for three
Constituencies held
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Buildings and Housing Department
Government of Sikkim

No: 42/ETENDER/BHD/2020          Dated 01/06/2020

NOTICE INVITING TENDER
The Superintending Engineer , West, Buildings & Housing

department  invites e-tender from eligible class IIB contractors enlisted
with Sikkim Public Works Department for the work “Construction of
Lebumba  Pungwa Ne Ing Yuk Him at Darap, West Sikkim” with tender
value of `448.29 Lakhs. The details will be available at the website
www.sikkimtender.gov.in . Date of online submission of bidding
documents in e-procurement portal will start from 17th June 2020
1600 Hrs onwards. The last date of online submission of bid is till 6th

July 1600 Hrs.
Superintending Engineer (West)

                    R.O.NO.15/IPR/PUB/Classi/20-21(i), Dt:03/06/20

Sikkim Public Service Commission
Old Tourism Complex, M.G. Marg, Gangtok,

Sikkim - 737101
Fax: 03592-207572.

Email: spsc-skm@nic.in Website: www.spscskm.gov.in
No:36/SPSC/EXAM/2020                                                  Date: 10/06/2020

EMPLOYMENT NOTICE
Online Applications are invited from eligible local candidates for

filling up the following posts on temporary regular basis under the
Government of Sikkim, through Direct Recruitment as under:

1. 06 (six) posts of Pharmacists in Ayurveda in the Sikkim State
AYUSH Service in Level 10 of the Pay Matrix.

2. 06 (six) posts of Pharmacists in Homeopathy in the Sikkim
State AYUSH Service in Level 10 of thePay Matrix.

3. 02 (two) posts of Mechanic Grade-II under Printing and
Stationery Department in Level-9 of the Pay Matrix.

4. 01 ( one) post of Assistant Pasterman under Printing and
Stationery Department in Level-9 of the Pay Matrix.

5. 03 (three) post of Screenman-II under Printing and Stationery
Department in Level-6 ofthe Pay  Matrix.

6. 06 (six) post of Pressman-II under Printing and Stationery
Department in Level-6 of the Pay Matrix.

7. 06 (six) post of Binder-II under Printing and Stationery
Department in Level-6 of the Pay Matrix.

The candidates are advised to visit the Sikkim Public Service
Commission website for detail Advertisement, eligibility conditions,
and Scheme of Examination etc. at www.spscskm.gov.in. Any further
instructions/Corrigendum/ Addendum/Rejection List would be
uploaded only on the Sikkim Public Service Commission website.

(Yangchen D Tamang)SCS
Controller of Examinations

Sikkim Public Service Commission
R.O.NO.19/IPR/PUB/Classi/20-21,(i) Dt:12/06/20

Nar Bahadur Bhandari Degree Collage (NBBDC),
Tadong

Ref No: 2048/NBBDC/Ten/A-G /19-20                                                                                 Dated: 18.06.2020

Short Tender Notice
Sealed quotations are invited from manufacturer or their Authorised Distributor/ Authorised Dealers/

franchisees for supply of Laboratory equipments, Chemicals, Glassware and General Supplies on behalf
of Nar Bahadur Bhandari Degree College (NBBDC), Tadong for its Laboratories of various Academic
Departments and the institutional general purpose requirements under RUSA assisted program.
Department-wise separate tender forms, marked as Serial Number 1 to 7 in Table

1 below, can be downloaded from our website www.sgctadong.in. The time schedule has been
furnished in Table 2.

Table1
Sl. Tender Particulars On Behalf of Cost of Tender
No Reference No form
1 NBBDC/Ten/     Laboratory Equipment and other Peripherals       Physics `250/-

A/19-20    Department,
    NBBDC

2 NBBDC/Ten/    Lab Equipment, Chemical, And Glassware           Chemistry `250/-
B/19-20    Department,

   NBBDC
3 NBBDC/Ten/    Lab Equipment, Chemical, Glassware and    Botany `250/-

C/19-20            other lab based miscellaneous items Department,
NBBDC

4 NBBDC/Ten      Lab Equipment, Chemical, Glassware and Zoology `250/-
-D/19-20           other lab based miscellaneous items Department,

NBBDC
5 NBBDC/Ten/    Lab. Equipment and other Peripherals Phys. Edn. `250/-

E/19-20 Department,
NBBDC

6 NBBDC/Ten/    Electronic & electric Items NBBDC `250/-
F/19-20

7 NBBDC/Ten      Non electronic Items and Gen Supplies NBBDC `250/-
/G/19-20

Table 2
Date of Issuing/Publishing 18June 2020
Date and Time for submission of Bids 4 July 2020,9.00 a.m. to 12.00 noon
Date and Time for Opening of Bids 4 July 2020 1.00 p.m. onwards

A Bidder can submit quotation(s) for anyone or more or all the tenders mentioned in Table 1. The cost
of each Tender form is `250/- and it must be submitted in the form of Demand Draft drawn in favour of
Principal, SGC, Tadong at the submission of Quotations.

Principal
Nar Bahadur Bhandari Degree College

R.O.NO.22/IPR/PUB/Classi/20-21, Dt:17/06/20                                                                                     Tadong

Government of Sikkim
Health and Family Welfare Department

Tashiling Secretariat, Gangtok
No.1311/H&FW:                                                                                                                    Dated: 12.06.2020

WALK -IN - INTERVIEW
I. Eligible candidates having following qualifications and possessing the requisite documents may

walk - in for interview for filling up 06 (six) posts of ETP Technician on Muster Roll basis for an initial period
of 02 (two) years at STNM Hospital, Sochagang, East Sikkim.

II. The detail of the posts are furnished as under:

SI. Name of Post Number   Age Limit Eligibility condition       Monthly
No. of Post      emolument
01 02 03 04 05         06
01 ETP 06    18-40          1). Class XII passed from a recognized    Daily Wage

Technician    years                board     basis
          2). Preference will be given to candidate
               having ITI Diplomal Certificate in
               Plumbing trade and past experience

02 Total 06        - - -

III. Documents required:
(i) Sikkim Subject Certificate I Certificate of Identification
(ii) Community Certificate
(iii) School Certificate/ School mark - sheet (Class X & XII)
(iv) Valid Employment Card
IV. Scheduled date for Walk - in - Interview:
(i) Date: 23. 06. 2020, Tuesday
(ii) Venue: Room No. 216, First Floor, Old Building, Health Secretariat, Gangtok
(iii) Timing: I I : 00 A. M. onwards
(N. B.: The candidates should come with original documents alongwith one Xerox set at the time of

interview)

Under Secretary to the Government of Sikkirn
R.O.NO.21/IPR/PUB/Classi/20-21, Dt:15/06/20                              Health & Family Welfare Department

Andolan initiated (behaviour
change) which restricted the
spread of the disease to a great
extent. The continuous decline in
the growth rate of cases and death
rates in the country was also
reflected.

Further, the current
challenges were highlighted in
view of the phased-wise
unlocking considering that India
is one of the most populated
countries in the world. Checking
the spread of the disease, new
areas getting affected by the
movement of people, rise of cases
by 2 ½ times in the last 14 days,
31 new districts from the North-
East States reporting new cases,
59 districts in 8 States reporting a
surge of COVID-19 positive cases
are some of the growing
challenges.

The presentation
emphasized on continued focus
on surveillance and containment,
notifying containment zones,
active house to house case
finding, strict perimeter control,
comprehensive contact tracking,
adequate testing, community
involvement for containment zone
management, treatment of cases
as per protocol, quarantine
facilities in rural areas and
appropriate behaviour, informed
citizens, confident community,

Despite repeated requests to collect the material from Rural Development Department stores, few
beneficiaries /allotment order holders have still not lifted the materials alloted to them. Hence all
such beneficiaries are once again requested to lift the materials from the concerned stores by 30th

June 2020 positively failing which the  allotment orders issued to them before15/06/2020 will  stand
cancelled. After this due date, the remaining stock available in the stores will be allowed to the
needy beneficiaries.

Issued with the approval of the competent authority.
Superintendent Engineer

Rural Development Department

Information

community awareness on social
distancing, promoting homemade
masks, Do Gaj ki Doori, frequent
hand washing, respiratory
hygiene and sanitation, emphasis
on precautions for elderly and
comorbid.

Thereafter , the States
provided feedback, suggestions
and support for an effective plan
for further phased unlocking in
the country.

The Prime Minister
Mr.Narendra Modi reiterated that
we need to realize that the fight is
not over and hence be extra
careful, alert and work in
cooperation to combat the
disease. He informed about trying
to save every life and mentioned
that the recovery rate is over 50%
in the country.

He pressed on the need to
focus on both life and livelihood,
improving health infrastructure,
testing and tracing as well as
increasing economic activities. He
expressed that timely decisions
taken to combat the pandemic
have been effective in containing
its spread in the country. 

The Prime Minister
acknowledged the views and
suggestions put forth by the
States and thanked them for their
continuous support in the fight
against the pandemic which has
been successful to a great extent
as compared to other countries in
the world.

Contd. from front page
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The current COVID-19 pandemic has been impacting us all in unforeseen and unpredictable ways. No one
could have predicted the world would be where it is today. In our Himalayan State of Sikkim, it is this global
health crisis that has revealed the strength of the State and the power of discipline and resilience of its
people in combating the pandemic.

The pandemic has consequently unveiled a host of corona warriors working on the frontline to
provide essential services to the public since the commencement of the nationwide lockdown.
However, there is a section of basic service providers who have toiled quietly behind the scenes to ensure

that we get our daily dose of latest news and information every morning even after the lockdown was called
on throughout the country. These are the newspaper hawkers, the unsung heroes, whose contributions
cannot be left untold.

Our capital town of Gangtok has around 15-20 newspaper hawkers who have been diligently
delivering newspapers around the town while considering every safety protocol and norms despite of being
hit hard economically owing to the huge drop in circulation during the pandemic.
The plight of the newspaper hawkers started early on at the onset of the 21-day lockdown back in the month

of March following the closure of hotels, shops and non-essential offices and establishments. Adding to
their predicament was the start of baseless rumours circulating among the public with regard to the possibility
of newspapers being an avenue to contract the coronavirus.
Mr. Bivek Thakur has been distributing newspapers at DPH, Development Area, Secretariat and Sichey

areas for the past two years. For a few days post March 25, Mr.Thakur could not do his job like regular days.
“I initially could not continue my usual delivery routine since my major deliveries at hotels, travel agencies

and shops had shut down owing to the restrictive advisories placed by the government for containing the
virus,” Mr. Thakur said.
Mr. Thakur collects his share of papers for distribution from Hospital Dara and Moti Mahal, Namnang as

early as 5am in the morning and sets out for his delivery destinations on foot. Today, he has a roundabout
of only 30-35 customers left which is a major stumble from his earlier number of 200 subscribers.
“Some sections of readers had a preconceived notion of papers carrying coronavirus that quickly led to

cancellation of many subscriptions. Sales have reduced by half. My earning today has decreased to `3000/
month. In a town like Gangtok, it is hard to survive with that amount. I deliver papers on foot these days to
save money,” said Mr.Thakur.

Owner of Moti Mahal (Namnang), the major newspaper distribution centre of the capital, Mr. Ashok
Oberoi, informed that the Kolkata-based newspapers had stopped flowing into the State since March 22
itself due to transport and shipping issues. With only Siliguri and Sikkim-based newspapers, further topped
up by closure of hotels/travel agencies and cancellation of many subscriptions, the hawkers had to work
with meager number of papers (almost 75% sag as compared to the pre-covid scenario) which has in turn
hugely affected their daily livelihood, he added.
“Around 14-15 hawkers pick up newspapers from Moti Mahal of which majority are female. Some were even

intervened by the police force at the initial stage of the lockdown for violating limitations on movement
imposed by the government. Following few of such instances, many of my hawkers had stopped coming to
work. In consultation with the SP, East and the Editor of Sikkim Express, I personally issued IDs for the
hawkers so that they could continue their job without any interference and earn their livelihood,” said
Mr.Oberoi.
He further informed that most of the hawkers are part-timers and make an earning based on the number of

papers they distribute in a day. He added that he has been doing his best to ensure that their salaries are paid
on time.
“Many subscriptions were cancelled since the outbreak of the coronavirus because most of the subscribers

believed that the virus could spread through newspapers. I have been making various efforts to connect
with the customers and convince them to resume the delivery of newspapers. My hawkers have also been
trying to relay the information to the subscribers,” said Mr. Oberoi.
Another hawker, Mrs. Mina Rai, said that she has 50 customers left out of her earlier 120 customers.
“Many of my customers suspended the service owing to the rumours being widespread. We convinced

some of them through the advisories issued by WHO and health officials. And that was the least we could
do, not just to save our jobs but also to spread awareness on various misinformation being spread since the
outbreak of the virus. Some didn’t pay a heed as they said that these papers are coming from Siliguri and
they didn’t want to take any risk,” she stated.
Most of the hawkers shared similar grievances stating that some had also been tagged as coronavirus

carriers and they all have hoped for widespread basic awareness on clarifying various stigma and rumours
related to newspapers and its distribution services.

Another hawker, Ms. Sabita Thapa, expressed, “I am yet to receive due payments from so many
hotels but since they have been shut down because of the lockdown, the chances of retrieving them back
seem very slim to me today. I am however grateful to the customers who have revoked their subscription and
extended their support.”

Health experts have said that there is no known risk of spread of COVID-19 through newspapers.
Researchers have shared that the porous nature of newspapers and the particular sterility involved in
newsprint processing makes newspapers safe. Guidelines to the national lockdown to contain the virus
released by the Union Ministry have included media in the list of essential services. There were no bars on
the distribution of newspapers or the movement of journalists since the start of the lockdown.
Mr. Kuber Basnet has been distributing papers in East and other districts of the State since the past 20 years

and takes pride in his job, which he says is an important one. Like other hawkers of the capital, he has been
helping in the fight against COVID-19 pandemic by ensuring dissemination of credible information through
newspapers.
“I love my job and my affection for the press is immortal. We are going through a tough time at the moment

but there is so much fake news on the internet and social media these days which is why people need to rely
more on newspapers during these trying times since newspapers have always remained a credible source of
information,” he shared.
He said that they are taking all precautions to ensure safety as they use gloves and masks and sanitise their

hands at regular intervals.
Hoping for their proper recognition which he says is long overdue, Mr. Basnet stated, “It is high

time that we got our due recognition and support in order to preserve our hawker heritage. We have been
trying to form a registered hawkers’ union in the State in order to avoid unnecessary harassment while
performing our duties. We need a collective effort and support from the concerned authorities for the same.”
The novel coronavirus pandemic has accounted for more than 3000 deaths in the country till date. The

nationwide lockdown called on with the aim to contain the spread of the virus has no doubt affected many
regardless of race, gender, social status.

As we navigate through our new normal of the COVID-19 world, it is most important to shift our
mindset towards positive possibilities and refrain from encouraging misinformation, stigma and fear. The
newspapers hawkers have been striving to survive through the pandemic while delivering our daily dose of
news at our doorsteps and they need our support and understanding even more during this critical situation.
The pandemic has thrown us all into a tailspin but it has also given us an opportunity to come together,

learn together and grow together. During these stressful times, let’s stand together in spirit and have
compassion for all.

Newspaper Hawkers struggle to survive the COVID-19 Pandemic
         - Bonu Rai, JIA

opportunities which needed to be
tapped. He stated that several
schemes of the Government of
India go unnoticed and unexplored
each year and urged the members
of the FPOs to avail of all these
schemes as well as the
opportunities being provided by
the State Government. He shared
about the Skilled Youth Startup
Scheme initiated by the State
Government specifically for
sectors like agriculture,
horticulture, animal husbandry and
homestay tourism. He advised the
members of the FPOs to start small
business ventures like processing
and packaging of agricultural
products, which can meet the dual
purpose of value addition and also
provide employment opportunities
at the local level. He assured that
the Government will provide all the
required support to the FPOs
based on their performance.  

The Chief Minister
emphasised on the need to promote
the local economy and work to
attain self sufficient state. He cited
the example of the possibility of
setting up of own Maize Seed
Production Centre, instead of
buying maize seeds from outside.
Laying thrust on the idea of ‘Green
Economy’, the Chief Minister
called for the need to return to the
roots and engage in activities like
agriculture and animal husbandry.

Responding to demands
placed by President of the South-
West Organic Marketing
Consortium, the Chief Minister
announced that storage space will
be made available to FPOs in all
the market areas of Sikkim.
Likewise, transport subsidy will be
disbursed timely through
concerned agencies and
departments. He also maintained
that efforts are being made to
provide uninterrupted power
supply.

In conclusion, the Chief
Minister congratulated the
members of the FPOs for receiving
the equity grant from the
Government to enhance their
capacity. He urged the members of
the FPOs and the farming
community to continue with their
activities, duly abiding by all the
precautionary guidelines on
COVID-19.

Minister, Mr. L.N. Sharma in
his address thanked the Chief

Minister for his continuous
support for agriculture related
initiatives and for his intervention
towards the disbursement of
equity grant to all the FPOs in the
State.

The Minister reiterated the
focus being laid by the
Government on agriculture and
allied activities to increase the GDP
of the State.  He called for a
cooperative approach in farming to
realize the vision of a self-reliant
Sikkim. The Minister expressed his
gratitude to the members of all the
FPOs in the State for their hard work
to ensure uninterrupted supply of
vegetables to the local markets
even during the challenging period
of the lock down.

Earlier, Principal Secretary,
Agriculture and Horticulture, Mr.
R.Telang, in his welcome address,
highlighted the role of FPOs as
facilitators and aggregators to help
the farmers derive optimum benefit
from their agricultural produce. He
suggested the need to strengthen
the FPOs further by enrolling
youth and establishing a
democratic setup within the
organization. He suggested that
local area seed production and
distribution should be carried out
by the respective FPOs to ensure
the adaptability of the seed and
seedlings to the local
environment. He said that this
practice would ensure the right
price for the seeds and seedlings.
He added that cooperative farming
is the way forward as it will solve a
host of problems related to
production and marketing. The
Principal Secretary also informed
that a proposal for formation of 28
additional FPOs in the State has
been approved by the Government
of India under the MOVCD-NER
scheme.

The programme was also
addressed by President, South
West Organic Marketing
Consortium, Mr. Mahendra Dahal,
who gave a brief background and
objectives of the FPOs.

During the programme,
Secretary, Agriculture Department,
Mr. Rinzing Chewang Bhutia
handed over to the Chief Minister
a cheque of the Department’s
contribution towards the Chief
Minister’s Relief Fund to combat
COVID-19. It comprised of the one
day salary of the officers and staff
of Agriculture Department.

The programme concluded
with the vote of thanks proposed
by Secretary, Horticulture
Department, Mr. M.T. Sherpa.
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Department of Information and Public
Relations

 Government of Sikkim, Tadong, 737102
 No. 43/IPR/20-21         Dated: 03/06/20

ADVISORY
This is for information of all concerned that as per para 7 of the

Office Memorandum no. GOS/Fin/Adm/01 Dated: 18th May, 2020,
issued by the Finance Department, there shall be no publication
and advertisement of any kind in local newspapers except in
Sikkim Herald.

However, the advertisement which is mandatory in the local
and national papers shall be submitted to the Finance Department
for examination and concurrence.

Therefore, all the departments may forward only those
advertisements to the IPR Department which are to be published
in the Sikkim Herald and concurrence of the Finance Department
may be obtained prior to forwarding those advertisements required
to be published in local and national newspapers.

Secretary
IPR Department

IPR Exclusive
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Gangtok, June 13: The first two
COVID-19 patients undergoing
treatment at STNM Hospital have
fully recovered and were
discharged, today.

At a time when the State is
witnessing a surge in the number
of positive cases, the news of these
recoveries comes as a huge
encouragement for all the Health
workers, State Government and the
people of Sikkim.

At around 11: 00 am of June
13, the first COVID-19 positive
patient in the State walked out of
STNM Hospital recovered. He was

First two COVID-19 patients recovers
joined by the second recovered
patient. Both of them will undergo
strict home quarantine for the
remaining 14 days, it was informed.
The two recovered persons were
greeted with loud cheer and
applause by the Hospital staff and
well wishers.

Minister for Health
Department, Dr. M.K. Sharma was
present on the occasion to see off
the two recovered patients and to
personally congratulate and
commend all the frontline Health
workers of the COVID-19 Wing of
STNM Hospital.

It may further be informed
that the third batch of 43 frontline
health workers deployed at the
COVID-19 wing completed their
week long shift and were sent for
14 day quarantine at government
designated centre.

Simultaneously, around 50
frontline Health workers
comprising of Specialists, Doctors,
Nurses, Paramedics and Sanitary
staff have entered the COVID-19
wing to take over the charge of
COVID duty.

Government of Sikkim
Horticulture Department

Krishi Bhawan, Tadong 737102
Ref. No:01/ADH/Fruits.                                          Dated: 15/06/2020

NOTIFICATION
With the approval of the Competent Authority, the rates of different

planting materials produced in Public Sector Nurseries are fixed as
under effective from the planting season 2020:-

SL. Category    Particulars     Specification          Rate per unit
     No   (Rs)

A   Fruits
01      Orange Seedling    3̀0/-

(Established in      per plant
poly bag)

02.     Orange  Budded (Estab-    ̀ 70/-
lished in poly  per plant
 bag)

03.       Kiwi Cutting (Estab-  `l00/-
    lished in poly  per plant
 bag)

B   Spices
01.       Large Sucker (one  5̀/- per

     Cardamom sucker with two   sucker
side shoots)

     02.       Ginger Rhizome   5̀5/- kg
     03.       Turmeric Rhizome   2̀5/- per kg
     04.       Cherry Seedling   1̀/-per

      peeper   seedling
    C.        Vegeta-

 bles
01      Radish Seed    `450/- kg

     02.       Peas Seed  `200/- per kg
     (Dwarf)

 03.     Drumsticks Seed  `5500/- per kg
                     (local)

04.      Drums tick Rooted Cutting `20/- per rooted
     (local)  cutting

05.       Asparagus Crown  `8/- per kg
     06.     Ladies finger Seed  `600/- per kg
     07.     Butter Beans Seed `500/- per kg
     08.     Dentamey Seed `280/- per kg

      Pea
09.      Rayo Saag Seed  `700/- per kg

This supersedes all previous Notification.
Sd/-

(M.T. Sherpa, SCS)
Secretary

Horticulture Department

Government of Sikkim
Office of the Divisional Engineer

Building and Housing Department
Rabdentse

Memo No:517/B&H/95/DIV/US                                                                                             Dated:06/06/2020

NOTICE INVITING TENDER
Sealed percentage rate tender are invited from the contractors of appropriate category enlisted in

Roads and Bridges Department for the under mentioned work.

  Earnest     Completion   Cost of Category
SI. Name of works         District       work           money @  Time               Tender  of
No.              value          25%      (Months)        Forms Tenderer

            (Lakhs)       (Lakhs)               in (̀ )
1 Construction of

Model Police
Station at        West            172.21    4.30            36 30,000     Class-III
Gyalshing, West
Sikkim

2 Construction of
Model Police          West            138.69    3.46            36 30,000     Class-III
Station at
Naya Bazar., West
Sikkim

DATES
a) Date of submission of applications:    06.07.2020
b) Date of issue of Tender documents:    07.07.2020
c) Date of issue of Tender forms:    07.07.2020
d) Submission of completed Tender forms:    08.07.2020 upto1200 hrs
e) Opening of Tender:    08. 07.2020 at1400hrs

General conditions
1. The intending tenderers / contractors should apply in writing for the issue of the tender documents.

The application should be invariable signed by the contractor. The tender documents will not be issued to
the person other than the intending Tenderers/contractors. The application should be submitted foe the
work mention above with all the required documents.

2. The application should be submitted to the Office of the Divisional Engineer (w) Rabdentse
during the office hours at the dates specified as above.

3. The applicant should enclose attested copies of the (a) GST Registration certificate, (b) Income
tax clearance certificate , (c) Professional Tax Certificate and  (d) Validate /update contractors enlistment
certificate during sale /issue of the Tender documents, for verification.

4. The Tender form shall be issued only on the specified date as mentioned above after production
of TDR for  the E.M.D and drawn in favour  of Divisional Engineer, West building & Housing  Department
Rabdentse,West Sikkim, under revenue head 0059.80.800 .02

5. The Tender documents including the Tender Forms with the rate other should be placed in a
sealed cover with the name of the Bidder/Contractor and the name of the work super-scribed on it supporting
documents listed at Sl.No.3(a),(b),(c)and (d) above should invariably by enclosed with the office.

6. Tender will be opened by the Tender opening Committee in the presence of intending bidder(s)/
contractor(s) or their representative) on the date and time indicated above. However, the representative of
the contractor should produce the authority letter of the contractor to whom  he/she is representing  at the
time of opening of the tender.

7. The bidders should sign on every page of the tender documents as acceptance of the General
directions and conditions of contract and other laid down norms.

8. The quoted rate should be both in figure and words and should be inclusive of Sale Tax and all
other Taxes as applicable over writing and correction should be avoided and if any correction occurs the
same should be authenticated by endorsing the signature of the contractor. Incomplete Conditional
tender(s) shall not be accepted.

9. In case of any discrepancy in rate (s)printed in the Schedule of Rate and Quantities issued with
the tender documents, the approved Schedule of rate for Civil Engineering Works (SOR)2012 shall apply.

10. The work should be commenced with 15 days from the date of issue of work order. In case the
contractor fails to commence the execution of works within 15 (fifteen) days from the date of issue of work
order, the work order thus issued will be cancelled and his/her earnest money deposit shall be forfeited.

11. The cost of stock materials issue to the contractor from the department store shall be deducted
from the contractor’s bill at the issue rates fixed by the prevailing rate at the time of issue of materials.

12. The department reserves the right to alter the amount of any items of the work.
13. In case of materials procured by the contractors and not issued from the department stores the

department shall pay no difference of cost of materialsto the contractor. In case of materials procured by
the Contractors and not issued from the department stores, no difference of cost (if any) shall be borne the
department.

14. The department reserves the right to accept or reject all tenders without assigning any
reasons(s)thereof.

Divisional Engineer(West)
R.O.NO.17/IPR/PUB/Classi/20-21(II), Dt:08/06/20                            Buildings and Housing Department
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Gangtok, June 12: In a high-level
meeting of the State Task Force
chaired by the Chief Minister Mr.
Prem Singh Tamang today, decision
was taken to reopen the
educational institutions in Sikkim
during the first week of August,
2020.

Earlier, educational
institutions in Sikkim were likely to
open on July 01, 2020. However,
given the current rise in the cases
of COVID-19 infection and further
need of abundant precaution,
decision of reopening of
educational institutions on July 01,
2020 has been rethought now. All
educational institutions in Sikkim
will now reopen in the first week of
August 2020. The reopening of
educational institutions including
all schools, colleges, universities,
Teacher Education Institutes and
private educational establishments
would be in compliance with the
UGC and the central government
directives.

Meanwhile, examination on
some more subjects of the CBSE
are scheduled for July 2020, such

examinations will be conducted in
all the Senior Secondary Schools
in Sikkim. The CBSE has declared
all Senior Secondary Schools as
examination centres now in order
to maintain social distancing and
avoid commuting to a common
centre.

Given the fact that there are
students appearing in
examinations in Sikkim side from
across the border, the Department
has already instructed the
candidates to apply for change of
examination centres in the CBSE
districts where they are currently
stranded. Therefore, Sikkimese
students of West Bengal side have
the option to appear at a centre in
Kalimpong or Darjeeling districts
or wherever they are. Most of the
candidates have already opted for
change of centres.  Those who
have applied for entry in to Sikkim
side have to undergo quarantine
and write examinations. A third
option is to transport those who
could not avail the other two
options. There are very few such
candidates for this option.

Gangtok June 12:  A workshop
on the implementation of e-Office
in the North Eastern States was
convened through webinar under
the Chairmanship of Minister of
State (PP), DoNER, Ministry of
Personnel, Public Grievances and
Pensions, and Department of
Atomic Energy and Department
of Space, Government of India,
Dr. Jitendra Singh, today.

 The Chief Ministers, IT
Ministers, Senior Officers of all
the North-East States
participated in the workshop.

The Government of Sikkim
was represented by the Chief
Minister Mr. Prem Singh Tamang,
MP (Lok Sabha) Mr. Indra Hang
Subba, MLA (Soreng-Chakung),
Mr. Aditya Golay, Chief Secretary
Mr. S.C. Gupta, Secretary to Chief
Minister, Mr. S.D. Dhakal other
HoDs and officials.

The workshop was
conducted duly focusing on the
flagship programme of the
Government of India -Digital
India (e-Office) in all the North
Eastern States which seems to
have gained significant
importance during the pandemic.

The Chief Minister
thanked the Minister for
organizing this workshop
exclusively for the North-East
States. He presented the status
of Information Technology in
Sikkim along with the challenges
faced by the state and proposed
initiatives for improving the IT
penetration in the region. He
highlighted some of the
initiatives to be taken up by the
State Government on priority
which are as follows:-

1. Last-mile internet
connectivity up to GPU level and
video conferencing system;
2.Upgradation of State Data
Centre; 3.Training of Government
officials and staff for rolling out
E-Office; 4. Citizen  Facilitation
Centre up to Block level; 5.
A surveillance system to be
installed; 6. E-governance
initiatives in all departments and
7. Creation of IT parks.

Further, he sought support
from the Ministry to roll out
various IT based projects in the
State and also assured of
submission of projects within a
week.

Workshop on implementation of e-Office in NE States
The Union Minister Dr.

Jitendra Singh apprised that the
State will see the light of an
Independent Administrative
Command and Control Centre
which had earlier been placed to
the Ministry of Information
Technology (IT). He directed
Secretary, DoNER to pursue the
matter with Secretary,  IT
immediately. He also reiterated
the importance of Shillong
Declaration and its contents
propagating e- Office, paperless
office and Quality Digital Citizen-
Centric Services.

Further , a Joint Steering
Committee under the
Chairmanship of DoNER and
representatives from Department
of Administrative Reforms and
Public Grievances, IT, NIC, NEC
and concerned States shall be
constituted to fast track various
IT initiatives in the North East
States. The deadline for setting
up e-Offices across North-
Eastern states is 2022. The
success of IT will also facilitate
the resurgence of the economy
in the States.

Gangtok, June 16: Chief Secretary
Mr. S.C.Gupta, accompanied by
Principal Secretary, Health
Department, Mr. K.Srinivasulu and
DG-cum-Secretary, Health

Governor Mr. Ganga Prasad has expressed deep sadness and
grief on the loss of 20 Army personnel including an officer during
the clash with People Liberation Army of China at Galwan in
Ladakh in the intervening night of June 15, 2020.

In his  message the Governor has said “I am deeply
anguished by the irreparable loss of lives of our soldiers during
the clash with People Liberation Army of China in line of their
duty guarding the borders and securing the sovereignty and
integrity of the nation  along LAC in  Ladakh. The supreme sacrifice
made by of soldiers has ignited our  emotions  as we as
countrymen stand in solidarity with our  Armed Forces to face
any eventuality and adversity. As the country vow to secure every
inch of its territory with every means and measures possible, we
stand firm with the pursuits of our defence forces. The sacrifice
on the call of national duty made by our brave martyrs shall remain
in our mind and heart till eternity.

At this time of national mourning, I join the people of
Sikkim and my fellow countrymen to pay homage and highest
respect to the brave martyrs and express my deepest condolences
to the bereaved families of the soldiers. The families  have given
their  son and kin to the nation for which the nation remain ever
indebted.  I pray to the almighty for bestowing strength to the
family members to cope with this great loss. I also pray for the
health and speedy recovery of all jawans who have been injured
in this clash.”

Condolence and Solidarity Message
of Governor

Department Dr. Pempa T. Bhutia
called on Governor Mr. Ganga
Prasad at Raj Bhavan, today.

It was a formal call on by
Chief Secretary and Health

Officials  in the backdrop of recent
spike of COVID-19 positive cases
in the State.

The Governor sought
information with regard to state of
preparedness, safety protocols
being followed and the health
condition of the COVID 19
positive persons admitted in the
hospital. He further enquired
about the  persons currently in
facility quarantine,   their testing
and future plan of action in view
of the impact of pandemic going
beyond the expected time frame in
the future.

The Chief Secretary
apprised on the various aspects of
State’s fight against COVID-19
pandemic and stated that Sikkim is
fully prepared to meet any
eventuality related with COVID 19.

Chief Secretary and Health Officials call on Governor Chief Minister chairs State Task
Force meeting

It is for information of all general public and Excise vendors selling
liquors that the new MRP rates of liquors and beers will be effective
from 17.6.2020 only as there are large amount of old stocks bottled
and labelled under the old rates of Excise duty. All the consumers
are advised to buy strictly as per the MRP written on the liquor
bottles. They are advised to buy strictly as per the MRP written
on the liquor bottles. They are advised to inform the concerned
Excise Officers in case of overcharging on the old rates. 
All the field level District officers and staff are directed to carry

out surveillance checks to prevent over charging and to check
stocks of FL shops. The FL vendors are directed to maintain
strict inventory of old and new stocks of FL shops and if found 
overcharging on old stocks their licenses will be seized. 

Secretary 
Excise Department

Information

Stay Home Stay Safe

Gangtok, June 17:  As per COVID-
19 Health Bulletin issued by DG-
cum-Secretary Health, Dr. Pempa
T. Bhutia today, two new COVID-
19 positive cases have been
reported in the State.

This includes one 18-year-
old female who had returned to the
State from New Delhi on June 07.
She was put up at a paid facility
quarantine in Pelling West Sikkim,
where she tested positive on June
16. She was immediately shifted to
Isolation Ward, Ayush Hospital
Gyalsing.

The other person who
tested positive for COVID-19 is a
52-year-old male from
Tathangchen, Gangtok. He had
returned from Kolkata on June 14,
and was subsequently admitted to
STNM Hospital with flu like
symptoms on June 15. His test
results came positive on June 16.

The DG-cum-Secretary also

65 COVID-19 active cases in Sikkim
informed about the death of a 27-
year-old male on the night of June
16. He had returned to Sikkim from
New Delhi on June 05 and had been
placed at a paid facility quarantine
centre in the capital. He started
developing flu like symptoms and
was tested after completion of five
days in quarantine. His TrueNat
test result of June 12 came
negative. After the flu symptoms
persisted, his sample was tested
in the VRD Laboratory (RTPCR) on
June 13, which was reported
negative. Thereafter, his sample
was again tested (RTPCR) on June
15. Again, his test results came
negative. He was then tested for
Tuberculosis, the result of which
came positive. He was thus
prescribed medication for TB and
was discharged from the facility
quarantine to enable him to
continue with his medication at
home along with a healthy diet.

Unfortunately, he developed some
complications on the night of June
16 and had to be rushed to CRH,
Manipal, but by the time they
reached the hospital, he was dead.
Dr. Bhutia further informed that his
sample was again tested (RTPCR)
for final confirmation. The result
of this test also came negative.

Dr. Bhutia in his bulletin
informed that at present, there are
52 patients admitted in the
Isolation Ward of COVID-19
Hospital (STNM), 3 patients in the
Triage facility, and 14 patients in
Isolation Ward of Ayush Hospital,
Gyalshing. In total, 69 patients are
admitted and undergoing
treatment.

As per the Health Bulletin,
as on June 08 the total number of
COVID-19 cases in the State stands
at 70, of which  65 are active cases
and 5 are recovered and
discharged. 

Government posts for C and D
Category. He shared that once this

is notified, there will be no viva-
voce for group C and D posts in
the State Government, and all
Public Sector Undertakings and
Organizations/Institutions under
the State Government.
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