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Gangtok, March 27:  Chief
Minister Mr. Prem Singh Tamang
(Golay) chaired a high-level
meeting of the State Task Force for
Covid-19 prevention here at
Samman Bhawan today. The
meeting was convened to take
stock of the preparedness of the
State, and to come up with
immediate measures to provide
relief to the people in the wake of
the 21-day lock down throughout
the country to contain Covid-19
pandemic.

After thorough deliberation,
Chief Minister Mr. P.S Tamang
announced the following
economic package to provide
immediate relief to the
economically weaker section of the
Sikkimese population:

1. Three or more-member
families whose members are not
entitled to a government job will
be provided relief by the State
government in the form of

- Rice: 20 kg
- Dal: 5 kg
- Cooking Oil: 5L
- Salt: 1 kg
- Potato: 7 kg
- Onion: 2 kg
2. Similarly, two or less-

member families whose members
are not entitled to a government
job will be provided with

- Rice: 10 kg

Gangtok, March 31:  Chief
Minister Shri Prem Singh Tamang
(Golay) held a video conference
with Chief Medical Officers(CMOs)
and District Medical
Superintendent(DMS) of all four
districts here at Samman Bhawan
today.

During the conference, the
Chief Minister took detailed stock
of Health care, status, and
preparedness about COVID-19 in
all four districts including all
Health Care Centers. He inquired

about the basic facilities including
medical equipments, PPE, medical
supplies and manpower status of
the District Hospitals, CHCs,
PHCs and PHSCs.

He also asked the Chief
Medical Officers and District
Medical Superintendents to
maintain sufficient stock of
medicines and directed them that
common people at this hour of a
pandemic should not face any
difficulties in obtaining necessary
health care facilities and services.

The medical teams
communicated with the Chief
Minister and listed out the
difficulties faced by their
respective areas. The Chief
Minister immediately instructed
the Principal Secretary (Health) to
resolve all necessary issues and
provide immediate solution.

The Chief Minister assured
all possible help and cooperation
from the government and asked
them to be on duty diligently and
work with dedication and
determination.

He appreciated the efforts
that are being put in by the front
line workers of the Health
Department and also appealed that
we should all work in tandem and
with one goal which is to keep
Sikkim free from Covid-19.

The video conferencing was
attended by State Health Minister
Dr. M.K Sharma, Chief Secretary
Mr.S.C. Gupta, Principal Secretary
Health Mr. K. Shrinivasulu, and
Secretary(Health) Dr. P.T Bhutia.

Chief Minister holds video conference with
CMOs and DMS

Chief Minister Announces Economic Package
as Immediate Relief During Lock-Down Period

- Dal: 2 kg
- Cooking Oil: 2L
- Salt: 1 kg
- Potato: 5 kg
- Onion: 2 kg
3. Daily wage of Rs. 300/- will

be provided to the labourers
working in all Pharma Companies
functioning in the State
throughout the period of the
lockdown.

4. The State government has
announced a one-time lump-sum
monetary incentive of Rs. 3000/-
for:

- Sikkim Police personnel
actively engaged in screening and
maintaining law and order for the
prevention of Covid-19

- All workers under Health
Department posted in hospitals and
check posts and engaged in
screening and prevention of
Covid-19

- All truck drivers under
Transport Department engaged in
emergency duty for transportation
of essential commodities during
the lock-down period

- Safai Karamcharis under
Urban Development Department/
GMC on duty during the lock-
down period.

5. The State government has
also decided to provide insurance
to all these frontline warriors.

6. Further, the State

government has permitted the State
Bank of Sikkim to allow three-
month moratorium on all loans.

The Chief Minister made an
appeal to the people of Sikkim not
to panic with regard to food
supplies during the lockdown as
the State government has stocked
ample food supply for the next two
months. In case of any requirement
of food and essential commodities,
people have been requested to
contact their respective BDOs or
other designated officials.

The Chief Minister also
emphasized on the need for
sanitizing all the market areas in
Sikkim. The concerned department
should see that all the nook and
corner of our markets are carefully
sanitized so that the danger of the
disease is reduced.

The Chief Minister asked
the Health department to ensure
that there is no shortage of doctors
in medical centers. Rangpo and
Melli, the two most important
checkpoints of Sikkim shall be
manned by at least 5 Medical
officers. The department needs to
make sure our medial team and
staff working on the frontline
should not face any shortage or
Personal Protection Equipments
(PPE).

Gangtok, March 30: (IPR) The
State of Sikkim has 7836 numbers
of registered building & other
construction workers (live and
active) as on date.

Taking into consideration
the hardships being faced by these
construction workers due to the
present challenging situation of
Covid-19 pandemic and country-
wide lock down, the Sikkim State
Building & Other Construction
Workers Welfare Board under the

Gangtok, March 30: Chief
Minister Mr. Prem Singh Tamang
(Golay) made a surprise visit to
Rangpo today to take stock of
preparedness and assess the
situation on ground.

The Chief Minister, while
lauding the efforts of the Medical
team and the police personel
manning the border checkpost,
called for heightened vigil to ensure
that there is absolutely no
thoroughfare to and from the
border. He also issued clear
instructions not to allow any
movement of labourers or wage
earners, and said that the
Government will ensure that
necessary arrangements are made
for them in the State during the

Government to Provide Grants
to Registered BOC Workers

Chairmanship of  Minister, Labour
Department Shri. M. N Sherpa
today approved and sanctioned
onetime grant of Rs. 2000/- to each
registered construction worker to
compensate them during the period
of lock down due to Covid -19
pandemic.

The compensation would be
met from the Board of
Construction Workers Cess Fund.

period of lock down.
He appreciated the hard

work, dedication and the
seriousness with which the
frontline workers have served
during this adverse situation and
assured full cooperation and help
from the government.

The Chief Minister also
assured the medical team and the
doctors that government is fully
prepared and stock of Personal
Protection Equipment (PPE) and
other logistics are in abundance
and they should not worry about
anything.

The Chief Minister also
visited the quarantine center at

CM visits Rangpo to assess
situation on ground

Gangtok March 31: The Chief
Minister’s Office has issued an
advisory for the payment of
additional wages of Rs. 13 per day
to the MGNREGA workers from the
1st of April 2020. Similarly, the ex
gratia payment of Rs. 1000 in two
installments of Rs.500 each to the
holder of widow, old age and
disability pension as announced
by the Government of India. Also,
the State Government has
announced in the recent budget
session where a sum of Rs.500 will

Additional wages of  ̀ ̀ ̀ ̀ ̀ 13 per
day to MGNREGA workers

be provided by the State in
addition to the amount announced
by the Central Government.

The women members of the
self-help group will also be
provided with the amount of Rs.
1500 in three installments of Rs. 500
starting from the 1st of April, 2020.
The self-help groups will also get
loans up to Rs. 20 lakhs without
any collateral guarantee,
encouraging them to adopt higher-
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District Diary

Mangan, March 25:  As the central
Government has called for a 21-day
nationwide lockdown to contain
the novel coronavirus or COVID-
19 pandemic in this context District
collector, North conducted an
emergency meeting with all Head
of Offices of the North District here
at Election Conference hall, today.

During the meeting, DC/
North, Mr. Kaleon called for strict
compliance of all the orders and
circulars issued by the
Government. Further, he informed
that to ensure complete lockdown,
four BDOs and one MEO, MNP of
the district have been appointed
as an Executive Magistrate.

DC spoke in detail about the
various measures that the State
Government has implemented to
combat the spread of COVID-19 in
the state as well as the district. He
added that HoDs of various
departments must go hand in hand
to combat this virus.

DC/North, informed that in
order to ease the communication
North district has created a

Gyalshing, March 27: The
Gyalshing Municipal Council
(GMC) conducted a sanitization
drive of Gyalshing Town area
along with the District
Administration Center, West
Sikkim. The sanitization drive was
done using disinfectant sprays by
the Safai Karmacharis of GMC.

The GMC also managed to
coordinate vegetables sale
services in coordionation with the
Farmers Producers Organization
(FPOs) which was sold in the
designated area identified by the
GMC at the Gyalshing Market area
where strict adherence to ‘Social
Distancing’ were maintained by the
public and the seller.

The vegetables were sold at
official rates alloted by the
Department of Horticulture.

MEO, Mrs. Bhumika
Pradhan informed that the FPOs
would procure organic vegetables

Namchi, 25th March (IPR): As the
Central Government has called for
a 21-day nationwide lockdown to
contain the novel coronavirus in
connection with this South District
Police Department has commenced
on miking service covering major
parts of the south district.

Namchi, 25th March :The District Collector South Mr. Ragul K.informed
that a District Control Room for COVID-19, has already been set up at
Namchi in South District. Any person can contact the Control Room on
03595-263722 in emergency or for information regarding essential
commodities and COVID-19. Apart from this 104 is the toll free helpline
number for COVID-19 for the State of Sikkim.

Namchi, March 24: A team led by
Sub Divisional Magistrate
Yangang Mr. Sangay Gyatso
Bhutia visited various shops at
Yangang Bazaar today to sensitize
the shopkeepers regarding closure
order of shops, commercial
establishments, hotels,

Sanitization drive conducted at districts
from the village clusters and the
Farmers Coperative President
along with one helper would bring
the organic vegetables and sell at
a designated place on Sunday and
Thursday.

The District Administration
Center, Rabdentse was also
thoroughly sanitized keeping in
view the health and safety of all
Officers and Staffs who are on duty
under the Essential Services.

Similarly in Namchi, the
South District Administration in
collaboration with Fire and
Emergency Services Namchi
initiated a set of measures,
including disinfecting of Namchi
to prevent the spread of COVID-
19 on  March 26. The drive was
conducted by the Personnels from
Fire and Emergency Services
Namchi which was led by SHO Mr.
Bishal Rai and officials from DAC.

Front line staff of Namchi

Fire Services undertook this drive
wherein they used products such
as bleaching powder to sanitize the
area. The drive was carried out at
Central Park, Car Plaza, Organic
Market and SNT complex

Special attention was being
paid to vulnerable spots such as
benches, public drinking water taps
and many more during the cleaning
exercise.

Miking Service was done  by
South District Police Department.

Likewise in Mangan,
Mangan Nagar Panchayats
sanitized the shops, banks, ATMs
and Vegetable Markets and urged
the shopkeepers to maintain social
distancing.

MEO, Mangan Nagar
Panchayat informed that this
exercise of sanitization will be done
every alternate days.

DC North calls for strict compliance
of orders issued by state govt.

“COVID-19/NORTH DISTRICT”
WhatsApp group.He directed  all
frontline workers to work in
accordance with the instructions
and guidelines that has been sent
through WhatsApp.

Talking on complete ban of
vehicular movement DC said
issuance of vehicle permit shall be
granted on emergency or on any
exigency of essential official
services. The competent authority
for the issuance of emergency
vehicle shall fill up all necessary
details such as purpose of journey,
Time of Journey etc.

All HoDs will ensure that
minimum involvement of their staff
for any official work and other staff
should stay at home but they
cannot leave the station and
should be available on mobile
phone.

DC/North said that the Sub-
Divisional level Surveillance Team
has a big role to play and asked all
SDMs to submit the daily status
report of COVID-19 to the office of
the District Collector.

Miking service conducted by South
Distt. police deptt

South District Control Room for
COVID-19  set up

SDM Yangang sensitizes shopkeepers
restaurants which commenced
from 6 am on 25th March onwards
till 31st March by District
Administration. He also informed
the shop keepers about the
complete safety restrictions and
other exempted categories of
shops.

During the visit, strict
directions was given on hoardings
and over pricing on essential
commodities. The SDM was
accompanied by BDO Yangang Mr.
Kishore Thapa and SHO Yangang
Police Station Mr.C. K. Subba.

Gyalshing, March 24: The District
Collector Mr. Karma R. Bonpo
visited the Isolation Center at
Ayush Hospital, Kyongsa and
Quarantine Center at the Girls
Hostel, Kyongsa, West Sikkim.

The District Collector made
a survey on the available resources
and facilities being set up till date
at the centers ahead of the district
wide lockdown which begins from
25/03/2020 6am onwards.

He informed that the

This service entails
information about the lockdown,
do’s and don’ts for the public
during the 21 day long period. The
announcement is being done in
native language which started
from today onwards and will
continue till the lockdown term.

DC west visits Isolation and quatantine centres
Isolation Center and Quarantine
Center would be full stocked in the
next few days which would cater
to around 50 patients at a time. He
also informed that the district is
trying its absolute best in keeping
the public safe with keeping the
medical supplies stocked for any
emergencies in the district. He
further mentioned that the safety
equipments for Medical Personnel
has also been acquired and would
soon be made available to them.

He further appealed to the
public of West Sikkim to avoid any
social gathering and travel. Social
distancing should be practised
along with  maintainanance of
good hygiene. He also informed
that the public need to be at their
homes and use the time to help the
state with their practice of self-
quarantine which will help them to
tackle the problem fof COVID-19

Similarly, he directed the
Animal Husbandry department to
work in tandem with concerned
NGOs and see that the stray
animals are not starving during the
lockdown.

He also directed the AHVS
Department to immediately post a
Veterinary Officer at Bulbuley Zoo.

He gave clear instructions to
the concerned department and
officials to make sure the suppliers
are cooperating and if found not
complying with the orders of the
Department, stringent action may
be taken against them.

Government will also
provide all necessary items to the

58 students currently present at
the quarantine facility in Assam
Lingzey.

The Chief Minister called for
strict compliance of all the orders
and circulars issued by the
government in view of the 21-day
lockdown and urged for
cooperation from the public in
order to successfully contain the
local transmission of Covid-19 in
the State.

He requested all to abide by
the lockdown and stay home. He
reassured the people that the
Government is fully prepared to
tackle the situation. He lauded the
efforts being made by frontline
workers who are risking their lives
to ensure the safety of the people
of Sikkim, and appealed to the
people not to let their efforts go in
vain.

New Tourist Lodge Rangpo and
took detailed stock of the
arrangements made. He expressed
his satisfaction and advised the
doctors and medical staff to ensure
that all the required protocol is

Gangtok, March 27: The
Department of Information
Technology, Government of Sikkim
under the directions from the  Chief
Minister has developed the online
portal for donating into the Chief
Ministers Disaster Relief Fund
(CMDRF) account.

The said portal allows the
user to donate into the CMDRF
account from anywhere in the
world. The user can donate as an
individual or companies/firms or
groups depending on the type of
donation. The donation can be
done either as a guest that is
without registration in the portal
or as a registered user which
requires the user to register into
the said portal. While donating as
a guest, the user is required to fill
in basic details and upload his/her
photograph or companies/group
logo (optional) without login into
the portal, after which the user is
directed to the Payment Gateway.
The registered users are required
to login either as an individual or
companies/firms or groups. After
successful login the users are
directed to a dashboard wherein

followed.
The Chief Minister also

instructed SP East and SDM
Rangpo to ensure that not a single
person crosses the border check
post, except for emergency
vehicles and vehicles carrying
medicines and essential
commodities.

ITdeptt. develops online portal for donating into CMDRF account
the user can maintain their profile,
view their transaction history and
also donate. In the case of firms/
companies or groups the portal
has the facility to add the name of
the contributing members. The
portal also allows the guest user
to download/print the donation
receipt by entering the reference
number.

The names of the donors
can be viewed publicly in the home
page of the said portal. The portal
under the transparency section
displays the total amount collected
and the total expenditure from the
CMDRF account including the
donations received through an
offline mode for the purpose of
transparency. The citizens can view
the list of donors by applying
filters like type of donor, month
wise donations received, year wise
donation received.

After successful completion
of payment, an email/SMS is sent
to the user thanking for their
generous contribution into the said
account. It is important for the user
contributing/donating as a guest
to note the reference number, in

case the user wants to print the
receipt from the portal in future.

The portal has been
launched by the  Chief Minister on
27/03/2020 at Samman Bhawan in
the presence of the Mr. Jacob
Khaling, Political Secretary to
HCM, Mr. S.D Dhakal, Secretary
to HCM, Mr. Rajendra Chettri,
Director/DIT, Mr. Ratna Mani
Pradhan, PRO to HCM, Mr. D.K
Chettri, OSD to HCM and Mr.  Prem
Ashis Pradhan, Assistant Director/
DIT.

The portal is currently live
at cmdrf.sikkim.gov.in.

The Chief Minister
congratulated the Department of
Information Technology,
Government of Sikkim for
developing the said online portal
and stated that at the present era
of Information Technology, such
online portal plays a major role in
the upliftment of state’s
development during the time of
disaster, as users worldwide can
contribute into the CMDRF
account.
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Gangtok, March 29: (IPR) Chief
Minister Mr. Prem Singh Tamang
(Golay) took to his official
facebook page today to address
the people of Sikkim and shared
about the steps taken by the State
Government for the prevention of
Covid-19 and preparedness in case
of any exigency. Following are
highlights of his address:

1. Covid-19 is a global
pandemic and the entire country
is in a state of lock-down since the
midnight of 24th March, 2020. Not
only India, most of the countries
in the world are going through
similar crisis and have enforced
severe restrictions on movement
of people within and outside the
territory. With this in view, the
people of Sikkim should abide by
the single most effective way of
prevention of Covid-19, that is, by
staying home and ensuring social
distancing.

2. The Government
understands that people are
undergoing hardships and severe
challenges due to lock-down.
However, nothing comes above
human life and safety, hence social
distancing for now is the only
available solution to prevent the
spread of the Virus. It is therefore
imperative that all government
guidelines and orders are followed
in letter and spirit and social
distancing is maintained.

3. The people of Sikkim did
exceptionally well to follow ‘Janta
Curfew’ on the 22nd of March, and
people are sincerely following the
lock-down order, except a few
cases where people are seen
flouting the order.

4. The service being
rendered by the entire medical
fraternity, police, Government
officers, District Collectors and
their team, and NGOs is highly
commendable.

5. The State Government is
fully prepared to fight the epidemic.
People should not pay heed to
different opinions floating in the
digital media, and repose their trust
on the Government. The
Government was alert enough to
perceive a certain threat from the
deadly virus as early as 27th
January, 2020. The Health
Department was immediately
directed to start the screening at
the inter-State and international
borders, and the same started from
28th March, 2020 in two borders.
Sikkim was perhaps the first State
to initiate action against Covid-19,
much before any other State.

6. Precautionary measures
were enforced such as restriction
on foreign and domestic tourists,
sealing of two check-posts in West
Sikkim, and suspension of trade
through Nathu La border. Only two
check-posts, namely Rangpo and
Melli were open for transportation
of men and material, and thorough
screening was initiated in these
two check points.

7. The State of Sikkim is fully
prepared medically to deal with any
situation that may arise due to the
spread of Covid-19.

The State has a fully
equipped 166-bedded Isolation
facility in STNM Hospital

CM highlights government’s preparedness to fight
COVID-19 pandemic

Sochakgang, 20-bedded Isolation
facility in CRH Manipal, 5-bedded
Isolation facility in Ayush
Hospital, Gyalshing, and 41-
bedded Isolation facility in Army
Hospital, Libing.

Likewise, there are 55
ventilator units (38 for adults and
17 for children) in STNM Hospital
Sochakgang, 2 units in CRH
Manipal, and 2 units in Army
Hospital, Libing.

Similarly, STNM Hospital
Sochakgang has 8 ICU Units, and
the Government will come up with
more ICU units in days to come.

8. The Government has
established Quarantine facilities in
the following places:

i. SIRD Karfectar, South
Sikkim – 20 bedded facility. SDM
Jorethang, Mr. R.B. Bhandari has
been designated as the in-charge
of the quarantine facility and he
can be contacted on his mobile
number 9832014743.

ii. Mines and Geology
infrastructure in Mining near
Rangpo – 25 bedded facility. Dr.
Nagendra Gurung (ph:
8348148999), and Dr. Diki Wangmu
(ph: 9735985733) are designated
the in-charges of the facility.

iii. Power Guest House, Naya
Bazar – as a stand-by arrangement.
SDM Mr. Hemant (9832556777) has
been designated the in-charge.

iv. New Tourist Guest
House/Lodge, Rangpo – 16
bedded facility. Dr Nagendra
Gurung and Dr. Diki Wangmu will
be in-charge of the facility.

v. SICUN Training Centre,
Assam Lingzey – 48 bedded
facility, to be supervised by Dr.
Nagendra Gurung and Dr. Diki
Wangmu. The 58 students who
were studying in different parts of
the country and were brought back
by the Government are currently
kept in this quarantine centre with
all necessary facilities. They will
be sent back to their homes after
completing quarantine for 15 days.
The entire expenses are being
borne by the Government.

9. The State Government is
fully equipped logistically to tackle
the pandemic. The following is the
details of the logistics available
with the Government:

i. Personal Protection
Equipment (PPE) – 1220 numbers
are available to be used when the
need arises.

ii. N95 Masks – 1067
available.

iii. Triple Layer Masks –
96100. The Government is in touch
with various agencies in the
country to procure more Masks as
per the requirement.

iv. Gloves (Non-Sterile) –
13600

v. Gloves (Sterile) – 5000
vi. Viral Transport Media

(VTM) – 300. One VTM unit can
transport 50 test samples.
Therefore, 300 units can transport
15000 samples for test, which is
adequate.

vii. Hand Sanitizers, Gloves,
Masks and other such items are
actually meant for the Health
fraternity and frontline workers,
therefore priority should be given
to them.

10. The Government is fully
equipped with regard to food
grains and other essential
commodities. The present stock in
the food go-downs in the State is
enough to feed the entire
population of Sikkim for three
months. North Sikkim has 273.9
metric tonnes of Food Grains

East District has 1017 MT
South District has 581.2 MT
West District has 666.9 MT
Therefore, the total quantity

of food grains available with the
State is 2539 Metric Tonnes.

11. Students and working
professionals from Sikkim who are
still stranded in different parts of
the country are advised to stay put
wherever they are. The
Government is in touch with the
respective State Heads and the
administration, as well as the
Ministry of Home Affairs,
Government of India, to ensure that
they receive the required facilities.
Some financial incentive from the
Government of Sikkim will also be
provided to such students to help
them sustain this difficult time. The
Chief Minister’s Office, the office
of the Chief Secretary, DC offices,
Health Department, and all
essential services are functional in
the State to ensure that all required
service is provided to the people,
both within and outside the State.

12. The State Government is
fully prepared. What is needed at
this stage is support and
cooperation from the people of
Sikkim. People should strictly abide
by all the directives being issues
by the Government to prevent the
virus from entering the State. There
should be no room for any
negligence on the part of the
people. We just have to follow the
simple instruction to stay home
and observe social distancing.
People of Sikkim are law-abiding
and their support is solicited
during this difficult time.

13. The Government has
announced economic package for
the economically-weaker section,
regardless of their identity
credentials. This is an immediate
relief being provided to the needy,
especially daily wage workers and
migrant labourers who are severely
hit by the lock-down. The
economic package also applies to
workers of Temi Tea factory, and
also to the workers who work on
the roads. The economic package
does not apply to regular
Government employees, and
employees working on Adhoc,
Consolidated, Work Charge, MR
or OFOJ employees, as they would
be getting their monthly salaries
to support themselves.

14. The gesture by some
house owners to waive off the
house rent of tenants who are
daily-wage earners is
commendable and praiseworthy.

15. Anyone willing to
contribute to the CM’s Relief Fund
voluntarily are welcome. Regular
Government employees can
voluntarily contribute their one-
day salary. It is just a suggestion
and there is no binding.

Likewise, individuals or
organizations, public

On 25th March, the  Chief
Minister, Mr. P.S Tamang
announced to the public that
whosoever desires to feed stray
animals would be allowed to, twice
a day during this 21- day lockdown.

With this in view, and
initiative taken by Ms. Anu Thami,
Sikkim Anti-Rabies and Animal
Health- SARAH- a collaborative
project between the Animal
Husbandry Department ot Sikkim,
Foundation Brigitte Bardot
(France) and the Australian based
NGO Vets beyond Borders (VBB)
sought the official permission of
the  Chief Minister and have been
working, coordinating via
WhatsApp groups, emails and
phone calls in feeding the stray

Compassion in the time of  COVID 19

animals of the state.
Many volunteers have come

forward which has helped SARAH
cover far off places in all the four
districts of the state.

NGOs like Animals & Us,
Puppy Paw Rescue, The Guardians
of Sikkim and People for animals
have been actively involved.

In these trying times, let
compassion comfort those in need
and let us work towards spreading
compassion through such steps as
the  Chief Minister has said, “Let
us be the voice for the voiceless.”

You can follow more
updates and inspiring stories on
the Government’s Instagram page
‘sikkim_ipr’ .

Appeal of Chief Minister to people
of Sikkim

Respected people of Sikkim!
The human civilization today stands face to face with the

challenge of the Corona Virus.
I urge the people of Sikkim to strictly comply with the guidelines

issued by the state government as a precautionary measure to stop the
spread of the Corona Virus.

From today, i.e the 25th Of March, 2020, the state government
has declared a complete lock-down over the entire state of Sikkim.

This lock-down is not intended to paralyze the daily functions of
the citizens, but at the moment, is the only measure to avoid further
transmission and spread of this epidemic plaguing the globe. In view
of the safety of the people, the state government has decided for a
complete lock-down in Sikkim.

Social distancing , limiting physical human interactions in large
groups and staying indoors is the only armor towards surviving the
uncertain Corona Virus as of now. Hence, I request the people of the
state to stay indoors and protect themselves.

Any out-of-state vehicle will not be allowed to enter Sikkim during
the lock-down period which starts from tomorrow. Likewise, no vehicle
from Sikkim will be allowed to cross the state borders.

I appeal to the people of Sikkim to stay indoors and minimize
their and their society’s risk of transmitting the virus. There is nothing
greater than the safety of the people of Sikkim and I request the people
to stay indoors and refrain from meeting others unless absolutely
necessary. Let us follow the concept of Social Distancing for the time
being.

I urge the people of Sikkim to follow the basic but effective health
standards of washing our hands frequently and keep ourselves and
our surroundings clean. Let us cover our nose and mouth while
coughing and sneezing and if anybody fears they have the symptoms
of the virus, I request you to be a responsible citizen and kindly visit
the nearest health centre and get yourself checked immediately. Kindly
refrain from rumors and hearsays and contact the concerned officials
for any clarifications on the matter.

The state government stands in ready assistance and solidarity
with the people of Sikkim.

Protect yourselves so you can protect others.
Prem Singh Tamang (Golay)

Chief Minister
Sikkim Government

24 March, 2020.

representatives can voluntarily
contribute to the Prime Minister’s
Care Fund to tackle the current
situation faced by the country.

The Chief Minister also
answered some of the questions
put forth by people from different
parts of the State, and members of
the media. Most of the questions
were on the State’s preparedness
and measures taken by the State

Government to address the
challenges being faced by the
people due to the nation-wide
lockdown of 21 days.

The Chief Minister informed
that he would regularly use this
medium to connect with the people
and share the latest updates and
actions being taken by the State
Government.
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Gangtok,  March 27 : The
Governor Mr. Ganga Prasad today
participated in a special video
conferencing session presided
over by  President of India Mr. Ram
Nath Kovind at Rashtrapati
Bhavan and conducted by  Vice
President of India Mr. M. Venkaiah
Naidu from Vice President’s
Secretariat. The conference was
for the review and the state of
preparedness in all the States and
Union Territories following the
nationwide lockdown in the wake
of rapid spread of COVID-19 in the
country and was participated by
Governors and Lt. Governors of all
States and Union Territories.

The deliberations started
with the opening remarks of the
President wherein he underlined
the need of strict enforcement of
lockdown and social distancing
norms in order to contain the
spread of COVID-19. He further
reiterated the commitment of Union
and State governments to protect
the interest of weaker and
vulnerable section of society
whose lives have been worst hit

Governor participates in special video conference

Gangtok, March 28: A meeting
between Sikkim State Disaster
Management Authority and Health
& Family Welfare Department was
held today to discuss on the joint
measures to be carried out for the
current COVID-19 situation in
Sikkim. The meeting was held in
the SSDMA Conference Hall,
Tashiling Secretariat, Block B.

The following points were
discussed in the meeting:

• Following the guidelines of
Ministry of Health and Family
Welfare Department of
Government of India, Health
Department has prepared the SOP
for Dead body disposal and
submitted to the Chief Secretary
for approval.

• SSDMA is to facilitate
transport of materials required by

Meeting held to chart out strategy for COVID-19 prevention

by the nationwide lockdown. He
further urged all the Governors, Lt.
Governors and Administrators of
the State and Union Territories to
ensure that the welfare and
initiatives of the government reach
the intended section of population
without compromising on the
objectives of Nationwide lockdown
and social distancing norms. He
asked the Governors, Lt.
Governors and Administrators of
the State and Union Territories, as
the first citizen of the States and
Union Territories, to guide the
people and motivate the front line
warriors in the collective battle in
coordination with the State
Governments.

 Vice President in his
comments stressed on the need to
utilise the service of charitable
NGOs, Red Cross Society and
other voluntary organisations in
the efforts of the government to
cater to the specific needs of the
section of population who are more
vulnerable. He stressed on the
need to oversee that supply of
essential commodities remain

uninterrupted in the respective
states and utilise the reach of
various religious heads,
institutions, universities etc in
keeping people aware and at the
time of distress through various
media sources to keep the morale
of the general population high to
fight this global menace with more
vigour and resilience.

 Governors and
administrators of the States, worst
hit by the COVID-19 spread namely
Maharashtra, Kerala, Karnataka,
Haryana,, Delhi, Gujrat, Telangana,
Rajasthan, Punjab and Chandigarh,
West Bengal, Himachal Pradesh,
Bihar made submission on the
updates and the state of
preparedness in their respective
states. Governors also shared
good practices being followed in
their states during the deliberation.

The conference ended with
the collective resolve to make the
efforts of the government
successful in containing the spread
and emerge victorious with the
support of the people of India.

the Health Department ordered
from different parts of India to
Gangtok.

• A dedicated vehicle is to
be allotted for transport of test
samples from Gangtok to Siliguri
on daily basis.

• The setting up a dedicated
health laboratory in the State is
under process. Request has been
send to the concerned authority.

• SSDMA is to stock pile N95
masks, sanitizers and PPEs for
times of emergency.

• Trucks and essential
commodities vehicles are crossing
the border on a daily basis. The
security concern over the
sanitization issue of such vehicles/
drivers is of prime importance.

• Increased number of
Quarantine centres is to be

identified and earmarked. The
population living in such areas
need to be sensitized accordingly
to avoid panic and discrimination.

• Health Department has
been regularly training Health/
ASHA/Agandwadi personnel on
the CoVid-19 situation, tracking
the quarantined persons in the
State and are equipped for
emergency situation, if it arises.

• Media is required to play a
positive role in factual
dissemination and boost the
morale of Health personnel and
other officials working dedicatedly
to tackle the situation.

• Director, SSDMA has asked
the Health Officials present to
provide a checklist of materials and
equipments required to tackle the
COVID -19 situation.

Gangtok, March 29: The Government of Sikkim has decided to provide
` 5000/- (Rupees five thousand only) each to the students stranded
outside Sikkim during the nationwide lockdown.

The students need to fill the self declaration form  and send in
their copy of school/college ID card for official purpose to the following
email addresses:

1.PRO to HCM Mr.  R.M Pradhan
Email: rmpno9@gmail.com
2.CMO staff Mr. Bibek Bhattarai
Email: bibek.brai@gmail.com

Immediate Relief to Sikkimese
Students Stranded outside the state

income generating activities.
The Hon’ble Chief Minister

has thanked the Union Minister for
Agriculture & Farmers Welfare,
Rural Development & Panchayat
Raj, Shri. Narendra Singh Tomar for
helping the people at the
grassroots level in the hour of
need.

Glimpses of Rangpo being
disinfected by Sikkim State Disaster

Management Authority
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