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Gangtok, April 23:  Chief
Secretary Mr. S.C. Gupta chaired
the State Task Force Meeting
today to discuss the strategy to
facilitate the return of Sikkimese
people (including students and
patients) who are stranded outside
the State, after the lockdown is
lifted.

He informed the meeting
that there is a large number of
students, patients and other
Sikkimese people stranded outside
the State who would be returning
to the State once the lockdown is
lifted.

Additional Chief Secretary,
Education, Mr. G.P. Upadhyaya
shared the details of Sikkimese
students who are stranded outside
the State. He also shared the
details of available resources under
the Department for converting
them into quarantine facilities.

Likewise, DG-cum-Secretary
Health, Dr. P.T Bhutia shared the
details of patients stranded outside
the State. He also shared an SOP
prepared for the systematic
screening and testing of Sikkimese
people returning to the State once
the lockdown is lifted.

The District Collectors and

Gangtok, April 21:  Chief Minister
Mr. Prem Singh Tamang  chaired
an emergency meeting  today to
take stock of the situation in the
wake of rise in the cases of Covid-
19 in other parts of the country,
and to assess the level of
preparedness and the reports with
regard to the compliance of
lockdown guidelines in the State
after the recent relaxations
implemented from 20th April.

The Meeting was attended
by Cabinet Ministers and the top
officials of the State
Administration.

After thorough deliberation,

Sikkim will continue to be in a
state of complete lockdown till
3rd of May, 2020 - Chief Minister

Gangtok, April 23 The  Chief
Minister Mr. Prem Singh Tamang
handed over the ex-gratia cheques
of ` 5 lakhs each to the thirteen
families of commercial vehicle
drivers who had lost their lives in
road accidents during the past

Chief Minister hands over  ex-gratia
cheques of ` ` ` ` ` 5 lakhs

Gangtok, April 23: PCC-cum-
Medical Superintendent, STNM
Hospital, Sochaygang, Dr.
Passang Dorjee Phempu convened
a press conference  to provide a
brief report on the preparedness
of STNM Hospital, housing a
dedicated Covid-19 facility, today.

Addressing the media
fraternity, Dr. Passang Dorjee
introduced his core team of officials
behind setting up the STNM
Hospital as a designated COVID-
19 Hospital of the State. The core
team includes Additional MS-cum-
Nodal Officer (COVID-19),
Dr.Yudok Bhutia, Head of
Department, Anaesthesia, Dr.
Neelima Pradhan, Chief
Consultant, Anaesthesia, Dr.

years. They were handed the
exgratia  at Samman Bhawan,today.

During the event, the  Chief
Minister announced that the
government has enhanced the
exgratia from ̀  3 lakhs to ̀   5 lakhs.
He also granted ` 2 lakhs extra to

three families namely Lt. Neema
Sherpa, Lt.Bishal Rai and Lt. Man
Gurung which was due since
the last four years.

The  Chief Minister added
that losing an earning member of
the family is unfortunate and
although their loss cannot be
compensated, he hoped the
exgratia will at least help them ease
their economic difficulties to a
certain extent.

He also announced that from
this year onwards the government
will be awarding  one Bolero
vehicle each to the best performing
drivers from each district. It may
be mentuined here that,the
selection of the best performing
driver will be done through lottery
system if incase the number of best
performing candidates are more.

the following broad decisions
were taken:

1. The State of Sikkim will
continue to be in a state of
complete lockdown till 3rd of May,
2020. The District and police
administration shall ensure that
restrictions that were in place in
the first and second phase of
lockdown will be reinforced
continually, in the same manner,
except for the relaxations for
MGNREGA works, agriculture,
permitted industries and activities.
The State Government will review
the situation again before 3rd of

Chief Secretary chairs State
Task Force meeting

officers from all four districts gave
the status of preparedness and
their suggestions about the
logistics to be prepared to facilitate
the entry of people into the State
after the lifting of the lock-down.

The Chief Secretary
stressed on the need to ensure all
safety protocol while selecting and
preparing the quarantine facilities.
He directed for preparation of an
online registration system at the
earliest to facilitate the return of
people back to the State. The Chief
Secretary said that the entry of
people from the two entry points
of Rangpo and Melli checkposts
will strictly be based on the online
self-declaration forms filled by
each individual. This way each
person will be identified and
regulated.

It was decided that student
management will be done by the
Education Department, while
District Collectors will make
arrangements for patients and
others.

The Chief Secretary urged
for carrying out a drive to ensure
that every individual has

PCC-cum-Medical Superintendent,
STNM Hospital holds press conference

Gangtok, April 23 : Information &
Public Relations Department,
Government of Sikkim in
coordination with AYUSH, Health
and Family Welfare Department
conducted Yoga session at
Samman Bhawan for boosting
immunity and prevention from
COVID-19, today.

The session had the
participation of  Cabinet Ministers,
Mr. M.K. Sharma, Mr. L.N. Sharma,
Mr. Kunga Nima Lepcha, Mr.
Sonam Lama, Mr. Arun Upreti, Mr.
B.S. Panth, Mr. Sanjit Kharel, Mr.
Bhim Hang Limboo, Mr.Samdup
Lepcha, Mr. Mingma Norbu Sherpa
and Mr. Karma Loday Bhutia, Chief
Secretary, Mr. S.C. Gupta, Secretary
to Chief Minister, Mr. S.D. Dhakal,
Confidential Secretary to Chief

Gyamtso Bhutia, PCC-cum-HoD,
Paediatrics, Dr. Ruth Yonzon, HoD,
Medicine, Dr. Suresh Rasaily, and
Nursing Superintendent, STNM,
Ms. Rajni Barfungpa.

Additional MS-cum-Nodal
Officer for COVID-19, Dr. Yudok
Bhutia, informed that the team has
identified level 7, 8 and 9 of the
STNM Hospital as COVID-19
wards since the designation of the
hospital as the State’s COVID-19
Hospital. She added that the
ground level of the hospital has
been set up as the entry point
exclusively for COVID-19 suspects
after diverting the previously
existing physiotherapy
department, diet section, CSHD
section, ortho clinic and surgery

clinics to other levels of the
hospital.

The ground level also
houses the Flu Clinic where
suspects presenting flu-like
symptoms (fever/cough/sore
throat) or have a travel history or
suspects with chances of cross
contamination undergo thorough
check-up. They are then
forwarded to level 9 that has been
identified as isolation ward for
suspects, she stated.

Dr. Yudok further informed
that the movement of Lift No. 3
from the ground level has been
restricted to level 7, 8 and 9 strictly
for COVID-19 suspects while Lift

Yoga session conducted for COVID-19

Minister, Mr. Bikash Basnet, IPR
Secretary, Ms. Namrata Thapa, and
Special Secretary, Chief Minister’s
Office.

The Yoga demonstration
was led by Dr. S. Vinudha (BNYS,
MD) from AYUSH, Yoga and
Naturopathy along with two

demonstrators, Mr. Jaganath
Niroula and Ms. Som Diki Sherpa.

While maintaining social
distance, the participants
performed basic Yoga asanas
under the guidance of the
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District Diary

Namchi,  April 19:  A control
room to cater to all the various
queries regarding COVID-19 has
been set up by the South District
Administration at Namchi Police
Station.

This room has a dedicated
24X7 helpline number which is
O3595-263722 for advising and
providing suggestions to the
masses on the issue of this

Gangtok, April 18: In the wake
of COVID-19 crisis,  Minister for
Agriculture and Horticulture
Mr.L.N. Sharma visited private
floriculture farmlands at Radang
busty under Namli GPU, East
Sikkim, today.

Minister  Mr.  Sharma
interacted with the affected local
florists and asked about the
degree of difficulties they have
been facing due to current
market crisis of flower bussiness
during lockdown period.

Minister  Mr.Sharma
expressed deep concern of the
state government towards
private flower growers and
informed that the government is
making an assessment of losses

Mangan, April 22: In view of the
outbreak of COVID-19 in the
country the Government has
announced Pradhan Mantri Garib
Kalyan Package which comprises
of “PRADHAN MANTRI-
GARIB KALYAN ANNA
YOJANA”(PM-GKAY)with an
objective to ensure the
minimization of hardships faced
by the poor resulting from the
ongoing crisis, informs a press
release received from District
Civil Supplies Officer (North
Sikkim), Food & Civil Supplies
Department, Government of
Sikkim,  Mr. Palden N. Lachungpa.

Gyalshing,  April, 22 : The
Additional District Collectors
West, Mr. Karma L. Lepcha and
Mr. Tushar G. Nikhare along with
DCSO West and SHO Gyalshing
called for a meeting with the shop
owners of the GMC area to
evaluate their stocks and
communicate proper instructions
for the Lockdown, today.

The ADCs along with the
respective officials visited the
shops and asked them to keep
sufficient stocks with them. Mr.
Tushar G. Nikhare also informed
the shop owners that they should
have sufficient stock to last for a
period of atleat 3 months. He also
instructed the whole sellers of
essential commodities to keep
their warehouses stocked with
the commodities owing to the
rainy season approaching and the
situation of lockdown. He urged
them to take matter seriously and

West District Administration team holds a
meeting with  shop owners of Gyalshing
Municipal area

stock their respective
warehouses within the next few
days.

He also instructed them
that their drivers who visit Siliguri
to get the essential commodities
need to follow the COVID 19
safety protocol and  go to the
‘Transit Camps’ upon their arrival
which has been facilitated for
their safety with fooding and
lodging facilities. He informed
that under the West District 2
Transit Camps have been set up
for the safety and possible
precaution measure to ensure the
safety of all. Further, only
identified trucks and drivers will
be allowed to ply from Gyalshing
to Siliguri and other Sub-
Divisions.

A similar exercise was also
done by the SDM Soreng, Mr.
Himmat Rai for the Soreng Sub-
Division.

Government announces Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Package
The release further reads

that, under this scheme 80 crore
beneficiaries falling under the
category of AAY & PHH Ration
Cards covered under the National
Food Security Act 2013 will be
provided with the following
foodgrains free of cost for a
period of 3 months w.e.f April 2020
to June 2020 at the following
scales:-

1) RICE:5 KILOGRAMS
PER HEAD/PER MEMBERS

2) DAL:1 KILOGRAMS
PER RATION CARD /PER
FAMILY.

The allocation under

‘PMGKAY’ will be provided to
the ration card holders over and
above the regular monthly
allocation under NFSA at free of
cost.

The allocation has already
reached to the Food Godowns
under North District and the
distribution will be done through
the designated Fair Price Shops
registered under the Food & Civil
Supplies Department
Government of Sikkim from
23.04.2020 with strict supervision
and monitoring by the
Department.

Control room set up at Namchi Police Station

Minister L.N. Sharma visits private
floriculture farmlands at Radang
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Chief Secretary...
Gangtok, April 21: The
Government of Sikkim  received
7.60 Metric Tonnes of Hydrogen
Peroxide from Mr. Ness Wadia,
Chairman of M/s National Peroxide
Limited, Kalyan, Maharashtra, free
of cost for sanitizing different areas
of Sikkim.

Mr. Wadia has extended his

Businessman Ness Wadia extends support
to Sikkim

downloaded Aarogya Setu Mobile
Application. He reiterated that it is
mandatory for everyone to use
this App for overall safety. He
added that the Aarogya Setu App
is a prerequisite for anyone
travelling to the State.

The Chief Secretary further
directed that medical referrals
outside the State is issued only in
serious cases to limit the
movement of people outside the
State.

The meeting concluded with
a consensus on the issues
discussed.

demonstrators to help build a
foundation for better immunity
during the COVID-19 pandemic.

Dr. Vinudha also shared
various diet tips and spoke on the
importance of regular gargling,
steam inhalation and home-made
immune boosting drinks.

Health Minister, Mr.M.K.
Sharma, in his address, thanked the
IPR and AYUSH team for
organising the informative session
on Yoga. He urged all to set a fitness
regime and practice Yoga daily to
stay fit and turn the lockdown
period into a productive one.

The welcome address was
delivered by IPR Secretary, Ms.
Namrata Thapa, while the vote of
thanks was proposed by Mission
Director, AYUSH, Dr. Kesari Rai.

Namchi, April 22: In the wake
of COVID-19 outbreak, South
District Administration in co-
ordination with Sikkim Organic
Pest Control Sales and Services
init iated a week long
sanitization drive throughout
the distr ict  s tart ing from
Namchi, today.

This drive commenced
from the premises of South
District Administrative Centre
and covered Distr ict  and
Sessions Court Complex, Fire
and Emergency Services
Department,  Mayal Lang
Children’s Home, Manjusha
Short Stay and culminated at

disease and guidance on other
miscellaneous enquiries.

It was informed that calls
are coming on a regular basis and
the public are requesting about
medical supplies and on various
other essential activities. These
callers are provided with
adequate assistance from the
Namchi police personnels.

Sikkim Organic Pest Control Sales and Services starts sanitation
process at DAC South

Juvenile Observation Home.
Throughout the cleaning

process, the organic and local
ingredients of disinfectants
made of citronella essential oil,
phenyl, extra herbal medicines
and other  supplements were
extensively used.

Sanitization was also
done in bazar areas as well as
in the workplace and offices of
SDM, BDO, Health Centres
including District Hospitals,
Central and Primary Health
Centres, Police Stations and its
Out Posts, Food Godowns, Old
Age and Children Homes,
ration shops and places where

public gatherings are most
likely to occur.

It may be mentioned here
that, similar sanitzation drive in
collaboration with the DAC,
Gangtok,  East  was also
conducted by Sikkim Organic
Pest Control Sales and Services
from 3rd to 21st April .  The
snitat ion drive was
spearheaded by Managing
Director Mr. Suraj Gurung
under the guidance of Mr.
Pankaj Sharma (Chief
Consultant) and Mr. Ganesh
Chettri (Senior Consultant).

Contd. from front page

No. 4 is operational for the staff

deputed on COVID-19 duty. She
added that Lift No. 1 is to be used
for dialysis patients, Lift No. 2 for
hospital waste management and
Lift No. 5-9 will be used for general
patients.

Responding to the queries
raised by the Press fraternity with
regard to the COVID-19 test lab
being set up at STNM Hospital,
PCC-cum-MS, Dr. Passang Dorjee,

May to decide on further course
of action.

2. Inter-state movement of
vehicles will be restricted till 3rd of
May, 2020. All the movement will
be regulated and permitted
through identified vehicles only.

3. All educational
institutions will remain closed till
31st May, 2020.

4. The meeting also
discussed in detail about the
measures to be taken after possible
lifting of lockdown on 3rd May, 2020
for which decisions will be taken
well in advance.

6. The Chief Minister
stressed on the importance of
Aarogya Setu App and called for
mandatory use of the App by
every individual for their own

PCC-cum-...

informed that 70% of the civil work
of the new test lab being
established on the ninth floor of
the hospital has been completed.
A slight delay might be expected
owing to the nationwide lockdown
since the construction materials
have to be sourced from across the
State border, he added.

Dr. Passang stated that due
to the recent credibility issues that

valuable support and help in this
trying and crucial time to fight
Covid-19 in  Sikkim.

It was informed that, the
Urban Development Department,
Government of Sikkim, will start
spraying these aqueous solutions
in all urban areas and check-posts
of the State at the earliest.

safety.
7. MGNREGA workers

should carry out only those
activities which are within the
confines of their private holdings/
farms. No construction work to be
carried out till 3rd of May, till further
orders.

8. All offices will remain
closed till 3rd May, 2020, except for
the necessary services, as was the
practice before 20th April, 2020.

There will be restrictions on
the issue of vehicle passes to
check unnecessary movement. The
e-passes issued in the past shall
no longer be valid.

9. The Chief Minister
appealed to the people to take
utmost care of their health, and to
strictly adhere to the safety
guidelines issued by the State
Government. He called for strict
compliance of lockdown norms.

have come up in various cases of
Rapid Testing Kits, the hospital
management will  now be shifting
its focus on Cartridge based
Nucleic Acid Amplification Test
(CBNAAT) using Truenat
cartridge for testing COVID-19.
Resource persons will be training
the manpower on the same and will
be functional in a week, he added.

Head of Department,
Medicine, Dr. Suresh Rasaily, in
his address, said that every patient
or visitor entering the hospital is
being screened with a thermal gun
and anyone showing fever or flu-
like symptoms is forwarded to the
Flu Clinic. He extended gratitude
to the PCC-cum-MS for conceiving
and executing the idea of setting
up such clinic at an early stage of
the pandemic following which the

doctors allocated from various
departments of the hospital
including paediatric specialists
could identify and quarantine
suspects with travel history
resulting to zero cases of COVID-
19 in the State of Sikkim. In order
to maintain the zero case status of
the State, the hospital has been
sending samples of every patient
showing flu-like symptoms for
COVID-19 tests, he added.

The hospital management
team also gave a detailed tour of
all the three COVID-19 designated
levels of the hospital including the
isolation wards, ICUs and donning
and doffing areas while explaining
the norms of hygiene and safety
required to be maintained by the
staff.

of  f lowers and planning to
compensate the marginal
farmers, possibly.

Earlier the Minister also
visited a Model Floriculture
Centre at Namli and inspected
the farm spread over 4.5
hectares. He directed to revive
the model farm with immediate
course of action.  He also
instructed the Concerned
Incharge Dy. Director Mr. Biju
Pariyar for proper maintenance
and cleanliness of the complex
and appropriate arrangements of
flower inputs in the store.
Further, he asked to submit
requirements of the manpower
for notable changes in the
farmland.
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APPEAL
Due to nationwide lockdown in the wake of the Covid-19, the

farmers of Sikkim have been facing unprecedented difficulty in marketing
their farm produce; especially flowers. However, with the combined
efforts of Horticulture Department, SIMFED, Farmers Producers
Organizations and individual farmers the marketing of vegetables at
this hour of crises has been quite successful. Vegetables collected
from different clusters are being graded, packaged and transported to
different markets within Sikkim as well as to Siliguri regulated market.
Efforts are also been regularly made to reach vegetables to the doorstep
of consumers so that they don’t face any difficulty during lockdown
period. It is heartening to note that our hard-working farmers with the
intervention of Government have been able to successfully produce
and market more than 1500 MT of vegetables till date during lockdown
period ensuring no shortfall in supplies. The farmers of Sikkim will be
able to ensure production in similar pace in future too.

However, flower marketing has suffered to a large extent due to
mass absence of customers as well as inability to export cut flowers
outside the State due to lockdown. The livelihood of large number of
floriculture farmers are being affected due to non availability of markets
during lockdown period. In order to mitigate the situation and facilitate
marketing of floriculture items, the Department has launched the
initiative to tie up with agency like “Mitho”, for sale of cut flowers and
potted plants through home delivery system. This system will also be
extended in a sustainable manner for marketing garden fresh organic
vegetables sourced directly from the farmers in future.

Therefore, the Horticulture Department would like to appeal all
our esteemed consumers to support this initiative by placing online
orders with Mitho for delivery of flowers so that some relief could be
provided to our farmers. Similarly, we would also like to appeal our
farmers to continue with their uninterrupted farming activities as they
are exempted from lockdown. In the event of any difficulties, they can
contact at our district wise Helpline Numbers or any officials of the
Department for instant support.

Sd/-
Secretary

Horticulture Department
20/04/2020

Gangtok, April 18: Chief Secretary
Mr.S.C. Gupta chaired the Covid-
19 State Task Force Meeting today
to review the activities of each
department and to deliberate on
future course of action in line with
the revised guidelines of the
Ministry of Home Affairs,
Government of India.

The meeting was attended
by Heads of concerned
departments, DC East, and he was
joined through video conferencing
by Resident Commissioner, Sikkim
House, New Delhi, Mr. Ashwini
Chand, and the District Collectors
of South, West and North Districts.

The Chief Secretary directed
the Health Department to ensure
immediate supply of Rapid Test
Kits. Likewise, he directed for
completion of the Viral Laboratory
at STNM Hospital by 15th May,
2020.

The Food & Civil Supplies
Department informed that the first

Chief Secretary issues specific directives in line with
revised guidelines
round of distribution of all
commodities have been
completed, and the commodities for
second round will be despatched
by today evening. The department
also shared the figures of the total
number of beneficiaries.

The meeting discussed in
detail the adjustments to be made
after 20th April to resume certain
essential services, as per the
guidelines issued by Ministry of
Home Affairs, Government of India.

The following broad
decisions were taken:

1. Transit facility to be
created for interstate drivers.

2. West Bengal drivers
should be encourged to return the
same day after off loading.

3. Only some identified
vehicles of Sikkim registration will
be allowed to ply.

4. Aarogya Setu mobile
application to be downloaded
compulsorily by every individual.

Gangtok, April 21:  The State
government till date has been
ardently taking every
precautionary measure to prevent
the outbreak of the novel corona
virus in the State with its “Zero
Covid-19 Case” status today being
nationally applauded.

Keeping in view the
extension of the nationwide lock-
down till 3rd May, 2020, the District
Administration has established
Transit Camps at various locations
across the State pertaining to the
accommodation of drivers and
helpers transporting essential
commodities and goods from
outside the State.

The setting up of the Transit
Camps is an initiative undertaken
to lower the risk of Covid-19
transmission to the general
population.

The following Transit
Camps have been established for
providing food and lodging
facilities to the drivers and helpers:

For EAST District:
1. Singtam Bihari

Dharamshala, Singtam
2. Rangpo SSS
3. Pakyong JHS
4. Rongli SS
5. Tarpin SS, Rhenock
6. Biraspati Parsai SSS,

Ranipool
For WEST District:
1. Auditorium Hall of Govt.

Girls SSS, Kyongsa (10 capacity)
2. Sisney Petrol Pump,

Sisney (30 capacity)
For SOUTH District:
1. Pradhan Hotel, Namchi

Transit Camp set up in all four
districts

The State Government has
approved the opening of Foreign
Liquor Retail ( FLR) Shops in the
State of Sikkim with effect from
20.04.2020 vide notification number
28/Home/2020 dated 17.04.2020, as
per a press release received from
Secretary, Excise Department,
Government of Sikkim.

Therefore, in order to enforce
the directives, the following
measures are to be strictly adhered
by all the FLR shops in the State
of Sikkim:

1) The FLR shops shall
remain open from 09:00 AM to
04:00 PM only except on dry days.

2) The licensee of the FLR
shops shall be personally
responsible for deploying their
staff to ensure maintaining of social
distancing of at least 1 metre
between the customers.

Information

This will be a prerequisite for travel
permits.

5. Anybody who will be
entering Sikkim after 3rd of May,
2020, should invariably have
Aarogya Setu mobile Application
downloaded and activated on their
mobile phones.

6. Vehicles carrying
Pharmaceutical company goods
should enter the State in the
morning, unload, and return back
the same day.

7. There should be strict
compliance of the guidelines
issued by Home Department,
Government of Sikkim on 17th
April, 2020. Lock-down guidelines
and precautionary measures
should be strictly complied with.

In conclusion, the Chief
Secretary said that there will be a
separate meeting to discuss the
strategy for the decisions to be
followed after 3rd of May, 2020.

2. Marwari Dharmashala,
Jorethang

3. Horticulture Department
Building, Melli

For NORTH District:
1. Teesta Urja Guest House,

c/o Guddu Hotel, Mangan, Petrol
Pump premises

2. Guest House (Old
Complex), Chungthang

These transit camps will
provide free lodging facilities and
food to the drivers and helpers.
The Chief Medical Officer of
respective districts will be
arranging medical facilities along
with periodic screening of the
drivers and helpers for proper
record.

Sanitization of the camps will
also be conducted periodically.

Installation of the Aarogya
Setu Mobile App has been made
mandatory for the drivers and
helpers entering the Transit
Camps. Security and proper
parking facility will be ensured by
the concerned SHOs at the camp
premises.

All Councilors of ULBs and
Panchayat Presidents have been
directed to strictly ensure that no
driver or helper of vehicles
transporting essential
commodities/goods from outside
the State return to their residences
and come in contact with family
member of other residents. The
drivers and helpers are to closely
adhere to their designated Transit
Camps in order to ensure the safety
of the entire population of the
State.

Gangtok, April 20:  Chief Minister
Mr. Prem Singh Tamang  today
presented financial incentive to
journalists based out of Sikkim, in
recognition of their noteworthy
service in this difficult time. The
cheque was presented to
President, Press Club of Sikkim, Mr.
Joseph Lepcha in the presence of
Sectetary, IPR Department, Ms.
Namrata Thapa and Members of
the Press Club.

The financial incentive is
being provided to journalists from
print (both daily and weekly
publications), electronic and
social/digital media working on the
forefront during the ongoing
COVID-19 crisis.

Speaking on the occasion,
Chief Minister Mr. Prem Singh
Tamang extended his gratitude to
the members of the media for their
valuable contribution in ensuring
timely dissemination of news and
information to the general public
on COVID-19. He said that the
financial incentive is a small
gesture from the Government to
express thankfulness towards the
media who have been risking their
lives in the process of news
gathering and dissemination. He

Chief Minister Provides Financial Incentive to Journalists
Covering COVID-19

said that media persons working
on the field as well as those on the
desk are warriors who are
continuously rendering their
valuable service to society even
in these challenging
circumstances.

The Chief Minister further
said that the Government will
continue to provide necessary
support and encouragement to the
media fraternity in the State.

President, Press Club of
Sikkim, thanked the Chief Minister
for the kind gesture. He also took
the opportunity to congratulate
the Chief Minister for the timely
steps taken by the State

Government to keep the State free
from Covid-19 thus far.

On the occasion, Senior
Reporter, Sikkim Express, Ms.
Dichen Ongmu Bhutia made a
personal contribution towards the
Chief Minister’s Relief Fund for
Covid-19. While presenting the
contribution to the Chief Minister,
Ms. Bhutia thanked and
congratulated the State
Government for the timely
response in keeping the State free
from COVID-19.

The Chief Minister
expressed his gratitude to her for
the special gesture.

3) Face masks should be
worn by the staff at all times and
should strictly follow the directives
issued by the Government with
reference to COVID-19
management. The FLR shops must
ensure that not more than two
persons are present for managing
the shop at any time.

4) Not more than 3
customers are allowed at any shop
at a particular time and in order to
avoid overcrowding, the staff of
the particular FLR shop may direct
the customers to other nearby
shops or make the customers wait
outside the shop by following
social distancing norms. It is the
sole responsibility of the shops to
ensure that customers are
following social distancing.

5) The FLR shops shall
extend full cooperation to the

District Administration, Excise
Department, Police Department
and must strictly adhere to the
instructions given by the
concerned authorities from time to
time.

6) Overcharging on any
products is strictly prohibited.

7) All the Distributor and
Sub-Distributor warehouses shall
also remain open from 09:00 AM
to 05:00 PM duly following all the
norms of social distancing.

8) Any violation of the
above mentioned guidelines or
those issued in regard to COVID-
19 management by the
Government from time to time will
invite cancellation of Excise license
immediately without any
information / show cause to the
concerned licensee.
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AAROGYA SETU

The Government of Sikkim has laid great emphasis on the installation of Aarogya Setu

Mobile Application and has made it mandatory for all sections of the population following the

resumption of certain essential services from the 20th of April

WHAT IS THE AAROGYA SETU APP

The Aarogya Setu is a Mobile App developed by the Ministry of Electronics and IT to

help citizens identify their risk of contracting the COVID-19.

It is designed to keep the user informed in case she/he has crossed paths with someone

who has tested positive for COVID-19.

HOW DOES IT WORK

The Aarogya Setu App which is a  central government’s coronavirus tracker app works

on the basis of contact tracing and can help the user identify possible Corona Virus

“HOTSPOTS” around him/her area. It helps people stay safe and adopt necessary precaution

and prevent or stop community transmission significantly.

WHY DO YOU NEED TO HAVE IT

Under the directions of the Central Government, the Government of Sikkim, in public

interest has mandated the installation of the AAROGYA SETU MOBILE APPLICATION for all

Sikkimese people within and outside the State and also to all those who plan to enter the

State after the possible lifting of the lockdown (app should be downloaded 14 days prior to

entering the state). The State government has directed the returnees to be honest about their

travel history in the self declaration and after entering the state, they are to undergo strict

home quarantine for 14 days.

AAROGYA SETU MOBILE APPLICATION is required for:

- obtaining vehicle permits/ E-Pass

- Officers and staff attending office for their designated roster duties

- public visiting government offices

- Officers and staff at the block level and all functionaries of the Panchayati Raj

- COVID 19 frontline workers

- Teachers, students and the entire public in general

Simply put, the app is required for any public movement during and after the lockdown

Contact tracing is the way forward in the fight against COVID 19.

Similar mobile applications have been developed by other Nations as well.

The data is shared only with the government and the app doesn’t allow the user’s name

and number to be publicly disclosed.

Gangtok, April 20: With an
objective to address the primary
need and challenges of veterinary
services to fight COVID-19 crisis,
Minister for Animal Husbandry
and Veterinary Services Mr. L.N.
Sharma chaired a coordination
meeting with the concerned
Secretary Mr. S.B. Subba, Senior
Officials, Schemes Incharge and
Directorate of Fisheries at the
conference hall of Krishi Bhawan,
Gangtok, today.

He expressed gratitude to
the frontline warriors of COVID-19
pandemic and further encouraged
to work consistently to save the
livestocks and unattended animals.
He also informed that the
department can procure required
feed of livestocks from outside the
state as per the guidelines issued
by the Government of India.

Minister Sharma also took
stock of financial position and
pending liabilities of previous year
and budgetary allocation under
various schemes and programmes
for the financial year 2020-21 in
detail.

He advised to complete the
official procedure at the right time
to avoid lapses of allocated fund
due to inordinate delay and
haphazard plan of action at the
closing month of the financial year.

He also directed the
concerned Incharge to work with
new spirit and enthusiasm and
further urged participants to put
all possible efforts to accomplish
their responsibilities amidst
challenges of COVID-19 crisis.

While interacting with the

Speaker, Sikkim Legislative Assembly, Mr. L.B Das attending a Video
Conference of All India Presiding officers regarding the situation arising
out of COVID 19 pandemic in the State on April 21, 2020.

The conference was chaired by Speaker Lok Sabha, Mr. Om Birla.

Minister L.N.Sharma chairs  meeting
to address  primary need and
challenges of veterinary services

concerned schemes head, Minister
Sharma asked to prepare a
mechanism to avail chemical free
feed in every markets and retail
shops at village level in the State.

It was also discussed to
strengthen hatchery centre of
poultry and rearing Khdaknath
breed of chicken in the State.

Minister also stressed for
early completion of the ongoing
developmental projects and further
discussed on subjects of
situational importance like
establishment of temporary
slaughter house, availability of
rising demands of meat in the state
etc.

Secretary Mr. S.B.Subba
coordinated the interactive
session and guided the concerned
Incharge with his invaluable inputs
to materialize proposals of
respective programmes.

Earlier, the concerned
Incharge briefed on the status,
activities and targets of the
schemes and programmes
including Dairy farming, Poultry
Mission, Yak Development,
Hatchery, Feed and Fodder,
Veterinary Services, RKVY,
National Livestock Mission,
Piggery, Goattery, Rabies Control
& SARAH, Extension & Training,
FMD, Disease investigations,
breeding SLDB, Ongoing Projects,
Fisheries etc.

Scheme Incharge also
informed the house about their
initiatives, challenges and
ongoing activities taken up to fight
against current COVID-19 crisis.

PHOTO NEWSAarogya Setu
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IPR EXCLUSIVE

While most of us remain safely confined to the comforts
of our homes under an intensive nation-wide lockdown to keep
the Corona virus at bay, there are a silent group of people
who are working tirelessly to ensure that our surroundings
are clean and litter-free. Enter the Safai Karmacharis or
sanitation workers of our State, who are acting as the frontline
of defense for us against the virus that has killed and infected
thousands across the globe.

Imagine if the Municipal garbage truck fails to show up
at our localities for few days, we not only face the unsettling
discomfort of living with the stench from our waste bins but
we also face the risk of a public health catastrophe thus
adding to the burden of the already ongoing pandemic.
Therefore, it is imperative for us to understand and appreciate
the contribution of our safai karmacharis who are toiling hard
to perform their daily duties of collecting, segregating and
disposing off our household waste even during the time of a
lockdown. They are working at par with the doctors, healthcare
workers, policemen and other frontline workers at such trying
times. There are a total number of 30 safai karmacharis
deployed under Nayabazar Jorethang Municipal Council
(NJMC) who in recent view of the COVID outbreak work
dedicatedly and collect garbage from offices (those functional)
and urban households twice a day. NJMC has provided them
with sanitizers, gloves, boots and masks and made it
mandatory for them to use it while on the job. 41 year old
Mani Kumar Lakandri, is amongst the 30 safai karmacharis
employed under NJMC whose day starts as early as 4:30 am
everyday when he along with his counterparts start cleaning
the bazaar areas of Jorethang. “The risks and health problems
that we run while doing this work even during a lockdown are
many, moreover every now and then people throw shards of
glass, plastics and medical waste heedlessly which
challenges our task but that doesn’t stop us from doing our
jobs because if we don’t do it then who will,” states M.K
Lakandri who has been working as a safai karmachari with
NJMC since 9 years. Similarly, Smt. Rajani Pega MEO NJMC
also brought to light how these workers are working around
the clock to clean the clogged drains while also spraying
disinfectant in and around the town to eliminate any health
hazards for the public. Periodic health checkups and
necessary tetanus shots are also being administered for the
safai karmacharis by the NJMC to ensure the overall health
and well-being of these employees, she adds.

Keeping in mind the unshakable contributions of the
sanitation workers, we as responsible citizens owe it to them
to offer a conducive environment by doing our part of following
source segregation. In addition, we must also discard our
used medical waste like masks, syringes and gloves with
extreme caution while also disposing used tissues and
sanitary waste separately. Also, usage of plastics should be
avoided as much as possible. When ensuring cleanliness and
basic hygiene has become a mantra for us, these noble
warriors spend their average days being exposed to the wastes
generated from our homes. They are indeed our everyday silent
heroes who actually face the potential high risk of being
infected but instead are the ones who never fail in their selfless
desire of service just so we remain comfortable and safe within
the four corners of our house. Salute to these brave safai
soldiers of Sikkim!

Safai Karmacharis: The Unsung
warriors of COVID-19 battle

Anula Gurung SIA(South)

The total number of active coronavirus cases in India rose to 6,565 as of today while the death

toll has touched 239 as per data provided on the Union Health Ministry website.

With the novel coronavirus now racing across our neighbouring State of West Bengal and

declaration of Kalimpong as one of the COVID-19 hotspots by the WB government, the frontline

responders of Sikkim aided by the fundamental support of the State government have intensified
their work with utmost dedication and bravery even during the nationwide 21-day lockdown to keep

the statistics of COVID-19 cases in the State to a nil. They are the workforce that deserve so much

more than just a round of applause.

Among the front line responders are the warriors in white coats, the doctors, battle-ready for

any occurrence of a COVID-19 case in the State, backed up by a team of health care workers

including nurses, paramedics, technicians, medical staff, administrators and sanitation service
providers, who have time and again surfaced themselves as our most precious resource.

A visit to the most prominent hospital in the capital town of Gangtok, the STNM Hospital,

Sochaygang, may give you a brief idea about the undeniable efforts of the health care workers in

providing medical services to the public when the entire nation has been ordered to stay home

during the lockdown period.

The various Wards in the hospital reflect the hustle of doctors and nurses engaged in interpreting
X-Ray/CT films, blood reports and patient history while the medical attendants run to and fro from

their respective Wards to other concerned departments for retrieving life saving consultations for the

doctors to go about with the required treatment. The medical attendants also escort the IPD/OPD

patients throughout the process of their treatment and provide basic patient care from changing their

linens to their dressing and grooming duties.

Geared up in masks and gloves, the doctors in every department of STNM including the Flu
Clinic along with the incontestable assistance of the nurses have been regularly attending to their

patients regardless of the risks that they have been highly exposed to and are concurrently advising

the day-to-day visitors on the COVID-19 pandemic and the importance of social distancing.

Likewise, the activities at the departments of Pathology, Micro Biology and Bio Chemistry

remain unaltered even after the imposition of the lockdown wherein health care workers have been

working with the same intensity as before to procure accurate reports and crucial diagnosis.
Stepping in side-by-side during this unseen pandemic is the paramedical staff working tirelessly

to provide the best care to the patients. From Ward Masters to Technicians, the nationwide lockdown

has not kept them away from performing their duties to give essential services to the people of the

State. Ambulance services have been kept intact with four to five active ambulances playing a

critical role in the delivery of emergency services 24x7.

For early detection of any suspected COVID-19 case, screening of the ingoing visitors is being
conducted by AYUSH doctors at the main entry point of the STNM Hospital. The fully equipped 166-

bedded isolation facility at the hospital remains empty as of now with zero cases of COVID-19 in the

entire State of Sikkim.

It is a known fact that for hospitals and medical facilities, sanitation plays a vital role and this

is where the Safai Karmacharis steal the show for their consistent efforts in maintaining a clean and

healthy environment in and outside the hospital premises. At the grassroot level, Safai Karmacharis
are indeed the true frontline warriors.

A special mention needs to be given to the volunteers from all walks of life who have been

extending their support and understanding by offering refreshments to the warriors on duty to some

even offering free ambulance service during these times of difficulty.

This was just an overview of the contributions of the medical frontline responders at the new
STNM Hospital under the leadership of a team of dedicated administrators. Similar wave of energy

and dedication is spread across all other districts of the State including CHCs, PHCs and Sub

Centres where doctors, nurses and health workers have held their ground in combating the COVID-

19 pandemic, not to forget the commendable job of the medical staff posted at various check-posts

in Sikkim as well as volunteers.

Amidst the current front-and-center issue of the pandemic, the State government has been
doing its bit in acknowledging the frontline corona warriors by announcing incentives and insurance

facilities for them, along with required logistics and equipment. As for us layman, let us all join

hands in supporting them by following every protocol laid down for the lockdown because these

warriors are staying at work for us. The least we can do for them is to stay home, stay safe.

Health Care Workers- Our Most Precious Resource
Bonu Rai, JIA(East)
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Gangtok, April 22: The officials
of Horticulture Department today
started the marketing of cut and
potted flowers directly sourced
from farmers field from Krishi
Bhawan Complex through direct
sales as well as through home

Gangtok, April 22:  The State
Government is striving with
vigorous efforts to apply all
preventive measures to save the
state from Covid-19 amidst global
crisis. In an strenuous effort made
today, a high level team of Cabinet
Ministers of the State Government
carried out field inspections in
Rangpo and its peripheries to
identify a warehouse to store the
essential commodities to be
brought from outside the state.

The high level team
comprised of Minister for Tourism
and Civil Aviation Mr. B.S. Panth,
Minister for Food and Civil
Supplies and Urban Development
Mr. Arun Upreti, Minister for

Cabinet Ministers visits Rangpo

Agriculture, Horticulture and
Animal Husbandry and Veterinary
Services Mr. L.N. Sharma, Minister
for Energy and Power Mr. M.N.
Sherpa, and Minister Building and
Housing and Transport Mr.Sanjit
Kharel. They were accompanied in
the joint inspection by Additional
Director General of Police (Law &
Order), Mr. Akshay Sachdeva,
District Collector (South), Mr.
Ragul K., Managing Director
SIMFED Mr. Pawan Awasthi, SP
South and concerned officials.

At the outset, the inspection
team visited Thalthaley, South
Sikkim to take stock of the
proposed warehouse and its
logistics and feasibility. Thereafter,

a brief meeting was held at the
Tourism Centre, Rangpo to identify
an appropriate location for the
storage of buffer stock of essential
commodities, as a need to break
the chain of transmission of
Corona Virus through
commodities.

Thereafter, the team visited
ITI complex at Mining and
inspected the vacant space
proposed for storage and
quarantine facility. Later, the
inspection team visited Cold
Storage of Sikkim State
Cooperative Supply and
Marketing Federation Ltd.
(SIMFED) at Majhitar/ Rangpo.
MD SIMFED Mr. Pawan Awasthi
informed that the Cold Storage
Centre has capacity to store 1500-
2000 Metric Tons of commodities.

Speaking to the media, Mr.
L.N.Sharma informed that the
visiting team will submit a report
to the Chief Minister and further,
the State Government will decide
to identify the appropriate
warehouse for the storage of
essential commodities at the
earliest.

Home delivery of  cut and potted
flowers through home

delivery by “Mitho”. The initiative
has been taken to support the
floriculture farmers’ livelihood as
well as facilitate the customers to
get these precious flowers at their
doorsteps in this hour of lockdown
due to Covid 19.

The first day’s response was
overwhelming and the department
is  continuing with the process in
a bigger way to assist the farmers .
There are varieties of flowers
available for sales for which the
customer may  contact department
officers  at 9434117687,
9593444413, 9434137409. “Mitho”
may be also be contacted at
7908272850 for home delivery.

Gangtok, April 21 : With the view
to avail essential commodities and
kitchen items at every door steps,
Sikkim State Cooperative Supply
and Marketing Federation ltd.
(SIMFED) launched the Mobile
Ration Van in Gangtok, today. The
Minister for Agriculture,
Horticulture and Animal
Husbandry and Veterinary
ServicesDepartment Mr. L.N.
Sharma launched the Mobile
Ration Van to ensure delivery of
basic commodities and other
kitchen items at the time of COVID-
19 crisis.

Speaking to media, after
launching the Mobile Van,
Minister  Mr. Sharma informed that
the SIMFED has come up with a
new initiative to launch the Mobile
Ration Van that will carry every
essential commodities like rice,
mustard oil, pulse, flour, sugar, salt,
soaps, etc. and make a round of
interior pockets in the capital and

SIMFED launches Mobile Ration Van

Gangtok, April 21: The team from
“Sikkim Organic Pest Control Sales
and Service”, under the
Proprietorship of Mr Suraj Gurung
and guidence of Mr Pankaj Sharma
(Chief Consultant) along with
YODESS NGO and Diamond Club
Chujachen carried out sanitization
drive, distribution of Hand
Sanitizers, face masks, soaps, etc
at the following places :

1. Rolep PHSC
2. All shops distributing

essential commodities (6nos) at
Rolep

3. All shops distributing
essential commodities (4nos)
Lamaten

4. PHSC Lamaten
5. Office of the VLW

Lamaten
6. Agriculture office Palm

Chujachen
7. All shops distributing

essential commodities (5 nos)
Chujachen

8. Animal Husbandry
Chujachen

9. SSB Camp area Chujachen
10. Milk diary Sundung

Sanitization drive in East district

outside to avail all required basic
items for individuals and retail
shops at reasonable rate. He also
assured to maintain all preventive
measures like social distancing at
the time of selling of items at
minimum rate to benefit the people.

Managing Director,
SIMFED, Mr. Pawan Awasthy said
that the SIMFED will work

Rongli
11. Post Office Chujachen
12. DJ Bakery Rongli
Similarly, A team from

“Ranipool Women’s NGO” led by
Ms Reshma Gurung and her team
disinfected the drainage and
surrounding areas of office
buildings with bleaching powder
in and around Gangtok. Following
areas were covered today:

1.District Collector’s Office
and it’s surrounding.

2. District Court and it’s
surrounding.

3. SNT complex
4. Titanic park entrance to

MG marg
5. Fire station Gangtok
6. Post office
7. Lal Market
8. Deorali
9. Tadong
Likewise, another team from

QUICK RESPONSE TEAM
covered the following areas for
disinfectant / sanitization today:

1. Post Office
2. Fire Station Gangtok.

according to the route plan and the
customer will be informed in
advance about the movement of
the Mobile Ration Van. He also
informed that swap system will be
installed for cashless transaction.
It was felt necessary to launch the
van to ensure convenience of the
customers during ongoing
lockdown period.

Gangtok, April 21: A meeting was
held under the chairmanship of
Minister, RDD, Mr.Sonam Lama in
the conference hall of Rural
Development Department today.

The meeting was attended
by the Principal Secretary and the
senior officers of the Department.

The Principal Secretary
apprised the house in detail
regarding the distribution of relief
materials in the wake of the
COVID-19 pandemic. He further
stated that social distancing was

Minister RMDD chairs meeting

maintained by the public while
receiving the relief. The  Minister
appreciated the teamwork of the
Department in swift distribution of
relief materials in the rural areas.

The  Minister was of the view
that the C.C. footpaths being
constructed under MGNREGA
should be eco friendly with
minimal use of cement. He
instructed to take note of this in
future implementation of the
scheme. PD/MGNREGA apprised
the house about the instructions

received from the Ministry of Rural
Development to take up irrigation
and water conservation works
with minimum number of workers
to maintain social distancing. He
further informed that works for
which materials have already been
received at the construction site
prior to lockdown will be utilised
on priority to ensure that cement
does not get spoilt. Thereafter, the
Principal Secretary informed the
MGNREGA cell to explore the
possibility of using locally
available materials as desired by
the  Chief Minister in co-ordination
meeting held earlier today for
generating further mandays for the
needy income.

In his concluding remarks ,
the Hon’ble Minister appealed to
the officers to carry on the work of
public good while taking necessary
precautions to contain the spread
of COVID-19.

Stay Home Stay Safe


