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Budget 2020

Special Issue

Budget Session 2020 of  SLA commences
Gangtok, March 23: The Second
Session of Tenth Assembly
(Budget Session  2020-21) of
Sikkim Legislative Assembly
commenced from today.

Speaker (Sikkim Legislative
Assembly), Mr. L.B. Das welcomed
the Governor Mr. Ganga Prasad
and all the Members of the House
to the Budget Session.

Governor in his address to
the House said that the proposed
Budget for financial year 2020-21
for the State of Sikkim would
encompass all the priority sectors
of development and will be in line
with the inclusive development
model of the Union Government.
He stressed on the need to focus
on consolidation of existing
schemes and programmes, before
starting new initiatives, and
emphasized on the need to
strengthen the revenue generation
model of the State. The Governor
touched upon some of the priority
sectors of the State Government
such as Health, Education, and
Agriculture.

The Governor concluded
his address with an appeal to
utilize the budget for the overall
development of the people of
Sikkim. He said that the budget
should address the aspirations of
all section of the population.

(Full text of the Governor is
attached herewith for ready
reference please).

Speaker thanked the the
Governor for his address to the
House. Thereafter, the Speaker
made an announcement in the
House. He announced that with
the due consent from Members,
the time period of this Budget
Session is to be reduced to two
days only on account of outbreak
of Novel Coronavirus (COVID-19).
He said that many countries in the
world have suspended, reduced,
postponed or cancelled their
legislative sessions following this
global pandemic. Some of the
countries have even issued Stay-
at-Home orders to their citizens for
weeks. Delhi is learnt to have

reduced its budget session to one
day i.e today only. Chhattisgarh
Assembly has adjourned its
session. The Prime Minister of
India via video message to the
nation has urged the citizens to
isolate oneself from social
gatherings. He has stressed on the
importance of following self-
imposed norms of Social
Distancing. Requesting citizens to
patiently abide by the norm, to
isolate oneself and come out of the
house only if imperative, while
trying to work from home and
avoid unnecessary travel. The
Ministry of Health & Family
Welfare, Govt of India also has
issued Advisory on social
distancing in view of spread of this
virus. The World Health
Organization has also issued
Advisory for tackling this
contagion.

The Speaker added that we
should have adjourned the
Session sine die but it is a known
fact that the government cannot
function without passing the
budget, as it is mandatory as per
the Constitution of India. We
would also not be able to fight and
resolve this epidemic without
passing the Appropriation Bill, as

the whole system we work under
would cripple, he added.

Further, the Speaker
informed that as a precautionary
measure, the Sikkim Legislative
Assembly Secretariat has
restricted visitors thereby not
issuing gallery passes to
unessential visitors in line with
directives issued by Lok Sabha.
There would be no lunch breaks
and tea breaks too, to use the
available time for necessary
business of the House to its
optimum, he said.

The Speaker then asked the
Members for their consent on the
matter, to which a majority of the
Members responded, and
therefore the Hon’ble Speaker
invoked his residuary powers
under Rule 334 of the Rules of
Procedure and Conduct of
Business in the Sikkim Legislative
Assembly to curtail the time period
for all businesses to two days. The
Speaker announced that the time
period for debates and discussions
would be reduced, and all starred
questions would be converted to
unstarred questions.

Thereafter, Chief Minister,
also the Leader of the House,
Mr.Prem Singh Tamang moved the

motion of thanks on Governor’s
address. The Motion of Thanks
was seconded by Minister Mr.
Kunga Nima Lepcha.

The discussion and voting
on the Governor’s address would
be taken up tomorrow, the 24th of
March, 2020.

During the Financial
Business, the Chief Minister, also
the Minister-in-Charge of Finance
Department, Government of
Sikkim, presented the Second
Supplementary Demands for
Grants relating to the Financial Year
2019-20.

The Second batch of
Supplementary Demands for
Grants for 2019-20 includes 9 (nine)
grants, with gross additional
expenditure of `21600 lakh
comprising of `700 lakh on
Revenue Account and ̀ 20900 lakh
on Capital Account. Of this, the
proposals involving net cash
outgo aggregates to `21600 lakh,
funded from the one time additional
dispensation to the State by
Government of India.

Thereafter, the Chief
Minister, also the Minister-in-
Charge of Finance Department,
presented the Annual General
Budget for the financial year 2020-

21, comprising of the Estimates of
Receipts, Annual Financial
Statement, Demands for Grants
and Explanatory Memorandum to
the Annual Budget 2020-21.

Explaining the budgetary
profile for the financial year 2020-
21, the Chief Minister informed
that the proposed Annual General
Budget for the State of Sikkim will
amount to `9100 Crores (Rupees
Nine Thousand One Hundred
Crores), comprising of ̀  7343.60 as
Revenue Expenditure, and
`1756.40 as Capital Expenditure.

The discussion and voting
on the General budget will be taken
up tomorrow, the 24th of March,
2020.

While presenting the
Annual General Budget for the
Financial Year 2020-21, the Chief
Minister called for fulfilling the
State’s goals based on sustainable
development policies for the
benefit of the people of Sikkim. He
called for furthering peace and
tranquillity to ensure that the State
grows to become an example of
innovation and progress. He
termed the budget a ‘full-fledged
budget’, as the last budget
presented was midway the
financial year 2019-20 because of
the due completion of the electoral
process and formation of a new
Government led by Sikkim
Krantikari Morcha party in May
2019.

Earlier, during the Legislative
Business, the following Bills were
placed in the House by the
concerned Minister-in-Charge:

1. The Sikkim Protection of
Interests of Depositors (In
Financial Establishments)
Amendment Bill, Bill No.2 of 2020
was introduced by Chief Minister
Mr.Prem Singh Tamang, who is
also the Minister-in-Charge of
Finance Department.

The state Government has
deemed it necessary to amend
Sections 2, 3, 14, 17 and 18 of the
Sikkim Protection of Interests of

Governor Mr. Ganga Prasad addressing during the Second Session of Tenth Assembly (Budget Session
2020-21) in presence of Speaker (SLA) Mr. L.B. Das.
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Full text of the address delivered by the Governor Mr. Ganga Prasad on
the first day of the Budget Session 2020

At the outset, I extend my warm greetings to the Hon’ble Speaker,
Deputy Speaker, Hon’ble Members of this August House and to the people of
Sikkim. It is my privilege to address the budget Session for the year 2020-21.
May the New Year usher prosperity and happiness for the State. I am confident
this Budget will address the needs of the people and take the State on the
path of progress and development.

The Government of India’s core theme for the budget 2020 was ‘Sabka
Saath, Sabka Vikas’. It is a way forward to construct a dynamic economy
to be mobilized by inclusive growth. The Union Budget has kept focus on
boosting the economic growth, despite significant challenges to revenue
mobilization.
Agriculture has been given adequate support in the budget including the farm

sector. Special rail and flight services for the transportation of farm produce
have been put in place for  doubling farmers’ income. A ‘one product one
district scheme’ for better marketing and export of horticulture crops has also
been announced.
Many of the above initiative in the Union Budget may not be relevant to Sikkim,

however, my Government will do its best to address the pressing issues of
the State in this budget.

I would like to briefly enumerate some of the areas which will be
addressed by my Government in the current financial year.
For the fiscal year 2020-21, my Government is committed towards the

prosperity of the farmers and encouraging traditional organic method of farming.
Major thrust has also been given to the Agriculture, Horticulture,Animal
Husbandry, Education and Healthcare sectors and to the upliftment of the
vulnerable and marginalized sections of the society.

With the intent to motivate the small and marginal dairy farmers towards
better and commercial dairy farming, my Government will provide Production
Inventive of ` 8/- per ltr to all milk producing farmers. This incentive also aims
at improving the per capita income of the farmers, leading to better livelihood.
It will also help in increasing the Bovine Population of the State. There will be
a marked improvement in the quality of feed as well as quality of livestock
which will help increase production of milk which would bridge the gap  between
demand and supply. This initiative will cover and encourage more than 43,000
dairy farmers in the State. This will also give a boost to the milk cooperatives
and to the cooperative movement.

On February 28,2020, my Government launched the Sikkim Film Policy.
This Policy has been framed and implemented with the objective of promoting
Sikkim as a film shooting destination. A Single Window System for the purpose
has been put in place to provide clearance for permits and financial incentive.
This will make the process of film making in the State easier and convenient
and expected to attract more film makers to come to Sikkim.Under this Policy,
my Government will provide incentive of up to ̀  20.00 lakh to all regional and
local filmmakers who have shot 75% of the film within the State with 50% of
local artists and crew.

Likewise,`1.00 crore incentive will be given to large budget films who
have shot 75% of the total shooting days in the State with 50% local artists
and crew.

In addition to this, my Government in its bid to present Sikkim as a
conducive place for national and international films, will facilitate setting up of
Film and Television Institute with Multi-Purpose Hall. The institute can
accommodate all the required equipment for film and television production;
organizing Film Festivals within and outside the State; conducting  Refresher
Course/ Exposure Trips/ Workshops etc.

My Government is well aware of its responsibilities towards the welfare
and socio-economic development of the vulnerable and marginalized sections
of society and therefore aims at uplifting and raising the standard of living by
formulating and implementing various programmes and scheme that are citizen
centric.

The Government of India maintains that the State Governments should
make a matching contribution to the social pension. My Government’s
contribution towards the social pension in terms of the pension amount and
the coverage is more than the target set by the Government of India based on
the 2011 census. However, it is felt that the amount would still not account for
the rise in the living cost over the past decade. Therefore, keeping this in view
and in order to provide a better standard of living, my Government has been
pleased to enhance the existing rate of pension substantially for all age groups.
For the beneficiaries under the Indira Gandhi National Widow Pension Scheme,
the rate has also been enhanced substantially. Also, the age limit for availing
the Indira Gandhi National Widow Pension is revised from 40 years to 18
years.

Health care is of prime focus of my Government and the delivery of
quality health care continues to be a priority. There has been a substantial
improvement in Maternal and Child health indicators of the state. The three
Ante Natal checkup has shown improvement from 56.2% (NFHS III,2005-06)
to 74.7% (NFHS IV, 2015-16). Institutional delivery has gone up from

47.2%(NFHS III ,2005-06) to 94.7% (NFHS IV, 2015-16). The percentage of
pregnant women with anaemia has also decreased from 63.1% (NFHS III) to
23.6% (NFHS IV). Our Infant Mortality Rate (IMR) has shown a progressive
decline which has reduced from 30/1000 live births (2010) to 12/1000 live
births (2017) as per Sample Registration System (SRS). The full immunization
of the children improved from 69.6% (NFHS III) to 83% (NFHS IV). Sikkim is
the first state in India to introduce Human Papilloma Virus Vaccine (HPV)
among 9-14 years girls, free of cost since 2018. All the maternal deaths and
infants’ deaths in the state are being investigated and reviewed for taking
corrective measures to prevent further deaths. The declining Total fertility Rate
(TFR) is a major challenge which is 1.2 asper NFHS IV report. It has reduced
below the replacement level of 2. The State must evolve a strategy to improve
this to avoid negative population growth.

My Government on 2nd March inaugurated the Tertiary Cancer Care
Centre in New STNM Hospital. The unit is equipped with the latest state of
the artmachines namely Elekta Synergy Linear Accelerator with on board
imaging capabilities, Ten channel Elekta Flexitron HDR Brachytherapy,
Siemens CT simulator and complete mould room facilities. As of now,
approximately 100 patients were being referred outside the state to empaneled
hospitals for radiotherapy. With thestart of the radiotherapy in the state, we
expect to see a drastic decrease in the number of referrals for radiation
treatment outside the state. In addition to the decreased referrals we expect
an increased inflow of patients from our neighboring states. The Sikkimese
people will betreated free of cost, though a nominal fee may be charged to
non-Certificate Of Identification holders.At present, the Oncology ward at the
New STNM hospital has eighteen functional beds, fourteen in the general
ward and four private cabins. Space for an additional 14 beds where the required
furniture and man power will be put in place.The approved plan is to upgrade
the oncology ward to 50 beds.At present my Governmentis providing
chemotherapy, supportive and palliative care to cancer patients. Around 2200
chemotherapies weredone in 2019 – 20 alone at the new hospital. Along with
chemotherapy, radiotherapy as well as comprehensive treatment to all cancer
patients within the state is being provided.My Government has also earmarked
substantial fund for the maintenance and upkeep of New STNM Hospital.

Free Bus transport facilities are provided to the patients to commute
between SNT Complex Gangtok to the New STNM Hospital. In, addition to
these, my Government has allocated a substantial amount to ensure quality
healthcare services for the people. There is provision of good diet for the
patients, including purchase of the needed medical equipment for the hospital.
Sufficient funds have been allocated for maintenance, sanitation and
cleanliness. In order to provide quality healthcare this year my Government
has enhanced the allocation for procurement of medicine and consumables
by 340%. This has been done to ensure that all needy persons have access
to medicine and allied facilities.

My Government is well aware of the concerns of the people with regard
to the outbreak of the Corona Virus and has taken active steps to ensure the
safety of the people. Besides the closure of all education instutuins in the
state, my Government has also put a ban of arrival of international and domestic
tourist till normalcy is restored. To prevent its possible out break in the State,
my Government is making all-out effort to disseminate information to orient
the general population towards safty precuations and preventive measures
through various sources.The Health & Family Welfare Department has been
screening all passengers entering Sikkim at all border check posts. The State
is prepared and ready to prevent the virus from entering the State.

The Education sector is of crucial importance and is at the heart of
the policies that are framed by my Government. Prime focus is laid on the
capacity building of teachers and heads of institutes. Excursion-cum-exposure
trips of senior students to schools and colleges are being undertaken.Special
scholarship is provided for students who get admitted on their own merit in
premier institutions of India like IITs and IIMs. Special incentives were also
provided for securing national ranking at Secondary and Senior Secondary
level, encouraging research and publication of articles in reputed national and
international academic journals and all-round improvement in the infrastructure
facilities of the educational institutions in the State.

In order to bring  the students closer to nature and to make them
understand its commercial value, Organic farming practices are being
encouraged many schools. Special emphasis on preservation of environment
and management of solid waste especially avoiding use of plastic is being
practiced. These initiatives are aimed at making children aware and environment
conscious. To meet this objective, schools are developing innovative ways to
utilize the plastic waste for decoration, fencing, preparation of Teaching
Learning Models (TLMs).

With the aim to ensure that our children are at par with the rest of the
world and are equally adept with technology, my Government has equipped
almost all schools with Smart Classes and computers. This is being achieved

Contd. on page 3
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with convergence of funds from various departments. The schools are also
actively participating in various activities under the ‘Ek Bharat Shrestha
Bharat’ programme which aims to promote National Integration, strengthening
of bonds between the diverse linguistic, cultural and religious fabrics through
pairing of schools and conducting various exchange programmes, quiz
competitions, cultural exchange programmes, etc.

My Government understands the need to make the children feel
comfortable with Mathematics. To ensure that the children do not lag behind
in this subject and to enable them to compete in all aspects at all levels,
capacity building of Mathematics Teachers at the Primary level is being
launched.

I am pleased to inform this August House that my Government will set
up a District Institute of Education and Training (DIET) in the North District.
This has been a long pending demand of the people. Further, my Government
will also set up a dedicated State-of- the-art building for State Council of
Educational Research and Training (SCERT) to promote research and teacher
training. This will be a huge step in the direction of capacity building of the
teachers which will contribute towards uplifting the quality of education and
empower our children to achieve success in all fields.

My Government is dedicated in its commitment towards the
preservation and development of all Indigenous State Languages in addition
to English, Hindi and Sanskrit. To safeguard and preserve the heritage and to
enable our children to be ready to work in various parts of the country, my
Government is ensuring that all private schools provide classes in all Local
Languages to the students as per the requirement and preference of the
students. My Government has set up  State Board for Indigenous and
Endangered Languages of Sikkim for the protection and conservation of
Tamang, Sherpa, Rai, Gurung, Mukhi, Manger and Newar languages. We are
also undertaking an ambitious programme of digitization for preservation of
various manuscripts in different languages.
Sikkim is an active participant in Rashtriya Uchchatar Shiksha Abhiyan
(RUSA) and with its support, we are equipped to provide quality higher
education to the students. My Government is actively promoting an intensifying
research and publication of articles in reputed academic journal by the faculties
in the colleges.

My Government in its endeavour to make the students well educated
and equipped has taken the decision to ensure adherence to all the norms
laid down by the Right to Education Act, Sikkim Education Act, NCTE and
UGCs regulations by all Schools and Colleges including Private Institutions.
Non – compliance of this shall result in closure of such institutions.

Smart classes, regular training of the teachers, improvement in the
teacher pupil ratio to 1:10 at the primary level and 1:21 at the secondary level
has contributed in the overall education scenario.

My Government has focussed on imparting moral education and
generating awareness and conducting programmes on mental health issues
for the school and college level students. This forms an important component
in the overall education of the children in view of pressure of competition in
this modern time.

Tourism is a major revenue generator with great potential in the state.
At present we are catering to about 14.5 lakh visitors both national and
international which is roughly double the size of the state’s population. With
ever increasing tourist arrival in the state, Sikkim has become the most sought-
after tourist destination. Our State has recorded 86.38 % increase in foreign
tourists visiting Sikkim from the arrivals of around 15 lakh tourists last year.
My Government is now revisiting the entire tourism policy with the view to
attract high value low impact tourists. This will allow tourism to grow in a
sustainable manner. To ensure that the tourism sector is propelled to greater
heights and all the avenues for revenue generation are tapped, my Government
is taking steps to promote religious tourism in the State. This will also offer
suitable employment opportunities to the youth.

My Government has competed various tourist infrastructures at various
tourists locations in the State. These are the new initiatives besides already
existingf tourists attractions across the State.

In this fiscal, my Government will be laying focus on human resource
development, advertisements and publicity, organising and participating in
various fairs and festivals at the national and international level in a bid to
showcase the State as a tourist destination.

With the aim to promote and popularize rural tourism, my Government
will organise  Sikkim Red Panda Festival in Soreng-Chakung Constituency.
My Government also proposes to take up new projects like Herbal Medical/
Yoga and Spiritual Healing Tourism at Nandu Goan, South Sikkim, conversion
of Singshore Bridge in Uttarey into Glass Sky Walk  Bridge, Development of
Eco Tourism Pilgrimage Complex at Dodak, West Sikkim and Kali Darshan
Yatra Gadi Kali Temple in Central Pendam East Sikkim and many more.

My Government has been committed to conserve biodiversity wealth,
both by spreading mass awareness as well as through necessary legislations.

In Sikkim, Sustainable development has been a key focus area over the years.
With a total geographical area of 7,096 sq.km, Sikkim is one of the 18
biodiversity hotspots in the world. Forest protection, and wildlife and
environmental conservation is of topmost priority. Majorsteps and policies
interventions have been put in place which are pro-environment in our quest
to transform Sikkim a haven of healthy living.

My Government has initiated a new green initiative of dedicating “A
Day for Mother Earth” on 7th of July every year where all vehicular movements
will be stopped for seven minutes i.e. from 11.00 AM to 11.07 AM to reduce
carbon footprint. This is an initiative to negate carbon emission and to
ascertain State’s affirmative action towards ameliorating the detrimental effects
of global warming and climate change.

Eco-friendly green policies of the State have resulted in expanded forest
cover of the state. The forest cover of Sikkim has increased by over 4 %. A
0.6% increase in Tree outside Forest (ToF), primarily in private holdings, shows
environmental conservation consciousness of the people of Sikkim, which is
laudable.

These environment friendly measures adopted by my Government have
brought many laurels to the State. The Centre for Development Finance (CDF)
at the Institute for Financial Management and Research (IFMR) ranked Sikkim
first in Natural Resource Management, first in performance in Land Use, second
best State in overall Environmental Sustainability Index (ESI). Forest Check
Posts Automation have been put in place which keep a check on the illegal
movement of forest produce and also act as focal points of revenue collection
from forest producecontrol revenue pilferage. The aim is to make these check
posts as cash transaction free.

My Government has been successfully implementing the National
Mission for a Green India (GIM). The Mission aims at addressing climate
change by enhancing carbon sinks in sustainably managed forests and other
ecosystems. This further aims at enhancing the resilience and ability of
vulnerable species/ecosystems to adapt to the changing climate and enabling
adaptation of forest dependent local communities in the face of climatic
variability.

We have to really gear up fast to first study, understand and tackle at
least some of the most serious repercussions and impact of climate change.
One of our major goals in this respect is to set up Climate Change Centre of
Excellence in Sikkim with a view to make Sikkim as the core geography on
Climate Change research, policy and strategies in the Himalayas.

My Government has accorded topmost priority to rural development
and upliftment of livelihood of the rural populace. Development in the rural
areas have been done keeping into consideration the creation of quality rural
infrastructure, provision of basic minimum services such as water supply and
sanitation,rural connectivity and other basic amenities. Road connectivity has
been enhanced and upgraded to allow timely and easy access to the markets
and allowing connectivity to the remote corners of the State. My Government
has been successfully implementing all Flagships programmes and schemes
like the Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act
(MGNREGA); Chief Ministers Rural Housing Mission/Sikkim Garib Awas
Yojana (CMRHM/SGAY); Pradhan Mantri Awaas Yojana –Gramin (PMAY-G);
Swachh Bharat Mission-Gramin (SBM-G); Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana
(PMGSY); and other programmes. Through these programmes, my Government
aims at developing the rural connectivity of the State, build pucca houses for
the rural population for improved safe housing and to integrate the concept of
employment, strengthening their livelihood, create sustainable development
through livelihood missions and sanitation programmes.

Further, my Government has proposed the construction 3050 pucca
houses under the Sikkim Garib Awas Yojana (SGAY). With these initiatives
there should be no homeless people in Sikkim.

My Government through the Rural Management Department has
successfully managed to spearhead the wave of cleanliness and sustainability
through school level quiz competitions, plays, workshop programmes,
cleanliness drives, workshop on household composting, sensitization seminars
which has succeeded in inculcating awareness and sensitivity towards
sustainable cleanliness.

My Government has also taken adequate measure to ensure that every
household in the State has access to safe, potable drinking water. This has
been possible by implementation of numerous rural drinking water schemes
in the villages.The urban water supply is provided through the Water Supply
and Public Health Engineering Department. Connectivity to the last village
through rural roads, suspension and foot bridges has been achieved.

Connectivity plays a vital role in betterment of livelihood of the people.
Roads and bridges connect people of different areas and allow ease in
movement from one place to another. In Sikkim, roads are the only means of
transport to and within the State, therefore,providing connectivity to more
villages and also improvement of the existing road network is of vital importance
to my Government. 2319.47 km of existing roads is under the Administration
control of my Government through the Roads & Bridges Department.

My government will ensure that the people do not have to face problems

Full text...
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while travelling from one place to another especially during situations of
emergency. Keeping this in mind, my Government is creating more road
networks throughout the State which will connect each and every village,
school, health centre, bazaar and important tourist and religious places. Efforts
are also being made by my Government to connect Sikkim with international
borders surrounding Sikkim which includes Nepal, Bhutan and China. My
Government is engaged in up-gradation of old single lane roads to intermediate
and double lane roads, replacement of bridges and upgrading it to 40R and
70R load capacity.

Further,my Government  is looking for innovative and modern modes
of transport infrastructure such as tunnels,via ducts foot over bridges, fly-
overs etc.

The proposed 44.98 km Sevoke- Rangpo New BG Rail Line has been
making steady progress. Full-fledged work has already started in entire section.
The rail link was sanctioned in the 2008-09 at an estimated cost of `1339.48
cr and later revised to ̀ 4085 cr in 2015. The total length of alignment is 44.98
km, with 3.43 km in Sikkim and 41.6 km falling under West Bengal. The
project will have 14 tunnels of 38.55 km (86%) connecting different areas.
The work for 2 tunnels T-14 in Rangpo, East Sikkim side and T-5 in Cinchona
Land near Rimbi Bazaar, West Bengal side which was started in 2017 has
made 30% progress of tunnelling work so far. The work for remaining 12 tunnels
has recently started and earth works, approach road construction and resource
mobilization is in progress. The project is expected to be completed by 2022.

To curb the menace of traffic congestion, especially in Gangtok, my
Government has held high level meetings with all stakeholders in the past.
One new road has been build and being made operational from Adampool to
Banjhakri falls shortly. Another small road from Shyari will connect Jalipool/
Ranipool. These two new roads should reduce traffic chaos to some extent in
the new future. The rise in tourist inflow and the rural to urban exodus has put
pressure on the public transport system where most commuters relying on
taxis or on private vehicles to commute.This necessitates the need for a
planned public transport system for the city of Gangtok. My Government
proposes to construct a 13 km cable car and four tunnels from Rangpo-
Ranipool- Tadong-Gangtok. The construction of these alternative mode of
transport is a long-term plan. My Government is looking at funding options
including funding through Externally Aided Projects as construction of
ropeways and tunnels are high value work and is expensive.

My Government is also looking towards developing perennial routes
with reduced distance and travel time between strategically significant areas
by building tunnels along various locations throughout the State.

Safety of the travelers is also of major concern for my Government.
Crash barriers have been put in place at accident prone zones and all possible
measures are being taken to provide best and safe road conditions to avoid
accidents.

In the power sector, my Government has provided 14,900 rural
households with electricity connection and village electricity infrastructure
has been created for proper distribution of electricity. 100% universal household
electrification has been achieved through the Deendayal Upadhyaya Gram
Jyoti Yojana (DDUGJY) and Pradhan Mantri Sahaj Bijli Har Ghar Yojana
(Saubhagya).

Full text...

Contd. from page 3 Through IPDS, prepaid meters are being installed in all eight notified
towns namely, Mangan, Gangtok, Singtam, Rangpo, Gyalshing, Namchi,
Jorethang and Nayabazaar. Installation of prepaid meters will result in reduction
of Aggregate Technical and Commercial Loss (AT&C loss), improvement in
collection of revenue and finally empower the consumer by facilitating self-
regulation of electricity consumption. Also under IPDS, sub-transmission
system of Gangtok will be upgraded to 33 kV voltage level from the present
11 kV system. This, along with Gas Insulated Switchgear (GIS) sub-station
will provide for higher operational efficiency of the system and ensure stable
power supply to all parts of Gangtok.

To further strengthen the sector, my Government proposes to
computerize electricity billing system of Power Department across the state
on priority. Online bill payment facility will also be extended to all consumers
across the state. Smart meters and prepaid meters will be installed all across
the state in a phase-wise manner. This will lead to decrease in overall Aggregate
Technical and Commercial Loss (AT&C loss) and achieve a higher revenue
realization.My Government also proposes System strengthening and
modernization of transmission and distribution system so that old infrastructure
will be strengthened and new infrastructure will be put in place.

My Government ithis year proposes to launch a new scheme “Skilled
Youth Start-up Scheme”. This scheme will basically provide subsidy to the
young entrepreneurs who have acquired skills for carrying out various
entrepreneurship activities. My government has earmarked a handsome amount
for this purpose in this year’s budget.

For skilling the youth, a Foreign Employment training & recruitment
Institute will be set up in the State which will impart language training and
equip them with necessary skills which will help them find opportunities in
the world Job market. Skill Development therefore is a major thrust of my
Government.The aim is to provide opportunity for skill development training,
facilitation for harnessing industrial jobs, internships which would culminate
into full time jobs for many aspirants. This will further provide direction and
confidence through skill enhancement to the youth of Sikkim so that they
could become masters of their own destiny.

My Government in order to promote secularism and religious harmony,
has provided Grant-In-Aid to the many monasteries, temples, and other
religious establishments in the State. Moreover, many religious temples,
statues, and places of worships have been built from the State’s own fund.
Sikkim is known for its communal harmony and is also a oasis of peace and
tranquillity which we must maintain and sustain for times to come.

My Government in this budget has provided adequate State Share to
all line departments implementing Central Schemes where the State Share is
mandatory. In doing so, i.e. providing the required State Share, 90% of Grants
could flow from Government of India for the schemes. It is the endeavour of
my Government to finish all the ongoing schemes as far as possible before
taking up new projects. Similarly, my Government has also taken up an
elaborate exercise to increase the revenue of the State and prevent leakages.
My Government endeavours to maintain fiscal prudence as far as possible.

Lastly, let us resolve to rededicate ourselves in building a better future
and to take the State to greater heights. I am confident that the deliberations
in this Budget session will address the concerns of the State and the people
at large. I wish the deliberation a success.

Jai Sikkim!! Jai Hind!!
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Sikkim State Legal Services Authority Gangtok
Development Area, Gangtok, Sikkim

Phone: 03592-207753, Fax: 03592-207753
Ref. No.2780/SLSA/66/L                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          Date:19/03/20

EMPLOYMENT NOTICE
Applications are invited from eligible local candidates for filling up the following posts on temporary basis in the Establishment of Sikkim State Legal Services Authority and

Districts Legal Services Authorities (East) in the Pay in the Pay Matrix as indicated against the post plus other allowances as admissible from time to time:-
Sikkim State Legal Services Authority

SI.No. Name of Post No. of Posts Pay in the Pay Matrix   Eligibility criteria Syllabus
01 Stenographer          02 `33,700/- Cell 1 Class XII passed from A. Written Examination (150) Marks

Grade-III Leval 11 a recognized Board Paper - I (100 marks, Duration: 2 hrs)
possessing Certificate English Language: Essay Writing, letter writing, idioms &
in Computer from  any phrases, common errors, prepositions, synonyms, antonyms,
Computer Centre and one word substitution.
having a maximum Paper-II (50 marks, Duration:1 hr)
speed of 80 w.p.m. in General Knowledge: Current affairs, objective questions
shorthand and 40 B. Practical Examination
w.p.m. in typing Written Examination (150marks)

a) Shorthand & Transcription Speed test will be 80 w.p.m.
b) Typing Speed test will be 40 w.p.m

Conditions of eligibility
1. A candidate for appointment to the above post must be:

i) Citizen of India
ii) Not less than 18 years of age and not more than 40 years of age as on 18.04.2020.
However, in the care of candidates belonging to Scheduled Caste, Scheduled Tribe and Other Backward Classes, the upper age limit relaxation shall be the same as
prescribed by the State Government for entry into similar services for such candidates.

2. Candidates fulfilling the above conditions may apply for the post along with supporting documents attested by Gazetted Officer and address proof and 3(three) recent
passport size photographs, to the Undersigned. Application received without supporting documents and photographs will be summarily rejected. Candidates are also
required to mention their proper address and mobile/contact numbers in their applications.

3. The application along with self attested copies of the documents mentioned above should reach the Office of the Member Secretary, Sikkim State Legal Services Authority,
Development Area, Gangtok on or before 18.04.2020 (Saturday) between 10.00 a.m. to 4.00 p.m.

4. Application received after the last date i.e. 18.04.2020 shall not be entertained on any ground.
5. Those who are already in Government service shall apply through proper channel.
6. Candidates found eligible on preliminary scrutiny of the applications shall he issued admit cards for appearing in the practical test/written examination. The list of names

of candidates found eligible will be displayed on the Notice Board of the Sikkim SLSA and/or the eligible candidates will be intimated through sms in their mobile numbers
mentioned in their applications along with the details of the interview/selection test.

7. Date(s) of issuance of Admit Cards to the eligible candidates will be intimated later on through sms and in local dailies.
8. The examinations for the above vacant posts will be held in three phases:
a) Written Examination
b) Practical Examination (Shorthand, Transcription & Typing) and
c) Viva Voce.
9. Candidates who qualify in the Written Examination will he selected and called for Practical examination (Shorthand, Transcription & Typing) as the case may be, and,

the candidate who qualify both in (a) & (b) will be called for viva-voce. Final selection will be made on the basis of combined marks secured by the candidate in (a), (b) and
(c) above.

10. The Sikkim State Legal Services Authority reserves the right to accept or reject any application, with or without any reason.
11. Eligible candidates should appear with their original documents at the time of interview.
12. No TA/DA shall be paid for appearing in the interview.

Sd/-
MEMBER SECRETARY

Sikkim State Legal Services Authority
                                                                                                                                                                           Development Area, Gangtok.

Sikkim State Legal Services Authority
Gangtok

EMPLOYMENT NOTICE
Applications are invited from eligible local candidates for filling up the following post on temporary basis in the establishment of Sikkim State Legal Services Authority.
Details are as under:-

SI.No. Name of Post No. of Posts Pay in the Pay Matrix Eligibility criteria Syllabus
1. Record 01 `21000/- Class XII passed A. Written Examination (150 marks)

Keeper Cell 1 from a recognized Paper - I (100 marks, Duration: 2 hrs)
Level 7 Board along with English Language ; Essay Writing, letter writing. idioms&

Diploma in phrases, common errors, prepositions, synonyms, antonyms.
Computer one word substitution.
Applications (40%, will be the qualifying percentage)

Paper-II (50 marks, Duration: 1 hr)
General Knowledge: Current affairs, objective questions
(40% will be the qualifying percentage)
B. Viva Voice (50 marks)

Conditions of eligibility
1. Should have attained the age of 18 years & should not have exceeded 40 years in terms of Notification No: M(3)/(55)/GEN/DOP/Pt-III DT: 03/07/2017.
2. Candidates fulfilling the above criteria may apply for the post along with self attested supporting documents and address proof and 3(three) recent passport size photographs.
Application received without supporting documents will be summarily rejected. Candidates are also required to mention their proper address and mobile/contact numbers in
their applications.
3. Other Requisites:-
a) Candidates must be in possession of either Sikkim Subject Certificate or Certificate of Identification issued by the Competent Authority.
b) Candidate already in Government Service or in Public Sector Undertakings or similar Organizations, whether in permanent or temporary capacity or as Work-Charge
employee shall submit their application along with “No Objection Certificate” from their present employer.
c) Candidate must posses valid employment card issued by DOPART.
d) SC/ST/OBC/MBC Certificate as the case may be.
4. The application along with self attested copies of the documents mentioned above and Self Declaration Form in view of Notification bearing No. 52/Home/2018 dated
06.08.2018, issued by Home Department, Government of Sikkim, should reach the Office of the Member Secretary, Sikkim State Legal Services Authority. Development Area,
Gangtok on or before 18.04.2020 (Saturday) between 10.00 a.m. to 4.00 p.m.
5. Application received after the last date i.e. 18.04.2020 shall not be entertained on any ground.
6. The list of names of candidates found eligible to appear for written examination for the above post will be displayed on the Notice Board of the Sikkim State Legal Services
Authority on 25.04.2020 (Saturday).
7. Candidates found eligible on preliminary scrutiny of the applications shall be issued admit cards on 28.04.2020
8. The date for Viva-Voce for the selected candidates shall be intimated thereafter
9. Candidates found eligible after written examination for the above post shall be intimated through sms in their mobile numbers mentioned in their applications for the viva-
voice.
10. The State Legal Services Authority reserves the right to accept or reject any application, with or without any reason.
11. Eligible candidates should appear with their original documents at the time of interview.
12. No TA/DA shall be paid for appearing in the interview.

       Sd/-
MEMBER SECRETARY

Sikkim State Legal Services Authority
R.O. No.403/IPR/PUB/Classi/19-20, Dt:20/03/2020                                                                                                                                                                        Development Area, Gangtok.
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1) Can i leave my house?
Absolutely! The point is not to remain indoors but to avoid
being in close contact with people. Disinfect your hands with
an alcohol based sanitizer, frequently wash your hands and
avoid touching your face.
2) Can i go to the market?
Yes! But minimize the number of trips and pick a time when
markets are least crowded. Carry hand sanitizer and disinfect
your hands in between. Wash your hands right away when
you get home. Pick what is absolutely necessary. Avoid panic
buying and leave some essentials for others in need too.
3) Can i visit restaurants?
In general avoid going to restaurants, esp. smaller ones as it
still means you are close to other diners. But if you’re going
to go out, pick a place that is clean and hygienic. Choose
spacious restaurants.
4) Can i visit friends and family and can they come to
visit me?
That depends on how healthy they are or how healthy you
are. If you have vulnerable people in your family, or those who
are very old, then limit in-person  contact. Some careful
intervention in small groups is ok. At the same time, do not
isolate yourself or others. Check in with your friends and family
over the phone frequently.
5) Can kids visit playgrounds and the outdoors ?
If children have any illness, even if it’s not related to
COVID19, keep them at home.
Kids tend to touch their mouths, noses and faces constantly,
so outdoors with few kids and fewer contaminated surfaces
are ideal. Carry hand sanitizers, disinfecting wipes and make
children wash their hands whenever possible.

FAQs on COVID 19

Sikkim State Human Rights Commission
Manan Bhawan, Development Area

Gangtok-737101
No. 4/SSHRC/2020                                                    Date.19.03.2020

NOTIFICATION
In its effort to respond pro-actively to the potential treat of spread of
COVID-19 it is decided all the matters listed till 20th April 2020

before the Sikkim State Human Rights Commission, are hereby
adjourned till further notice.

Functioning of the Commission shall be restricted to urgent
matters only, in view of the Coronavirus and other matters will be
taken up thereafter.

The Commission shall, however, continue to function normally.

   Secretary
Sikkim State Human Rights Gangtok

R.O.NO.405/IPR/PUB/Classi/19-20, Dt:20/03/2020

Depositors (In Financial
Establishments) Act, 2009 for,

a. Making the definitions
more specific and clear, leaving no
room for ambiguity. Defining entity
which was earlier left out;

b. Creating a mechanism on
information sharing with regard to
the reports of the financial
establishments with the regulators
of the Country and the State;

c. Re-appointing the
Competent Authority and
appointing the Co-competent
Authority and empowering them
with suo-motto powers to deal with
the defaulting financial
establishment for recovery of dues
to the depositors,

d. Appointing the Co-
administrator to manage the
attached properties of the
defaulting financial establishment.
This amendment aims to
strengthen the Sikkim Protection
of Interests of Depositors ( In
Financial Establishments} Act,
2009 making it all the more effective
and well-structured.

2. Similarly, the Sikkim
Legislative Assembly Members
(Removal of Disqualifications)
Amendment Bill, Bill No.1 of 2020
was introduced by Mr. Kunga
Nima Lepcha, Minister-in-Charge
of Law and Parliamentary Affairs
Department. Whereas, certain
offices were not included in the
earlier amendment of Sikkim
Legislative Assembly Members
(Removal of Disqualifications) Act,
1978 so as not to disqualify the
holders for being chosen. It had
therefore, become expedient under
the circumstances to have
promulgated an Ordinance  namely,
Sikkim Legislative Assembly
Members (Removal of
Disqualifications) Amendment
Ordinance, 2020 by the Governor
of Sikkim on 13/1/2020. This Bill
now seeks to replace the said
(Ordinance by an Act of the
Legislature as required under
Article 213 (2) (a) of the
Constitution of India. Therefore,
the Bill has been framed with the
above objects in view.

3) Likewise, the Sikkim Fiscal
Responsibility and Budget
Management (Amendment) Bill,
Bill No.5 of 2020 was introduced
by Mr. Prem Singh Tamang Chief
Minister also the Minister-In-
Charge of Finance Department.
The State Government felt it
expedient to amend the Sikkim
Fiscal Responsibility and Budget
Management Act, 2010 in view of
the decision of Government of
India to allow additional borrowing
to the State as a onetime
dispensation in the current year
2019-20 to offset fiscal hardship due
to shortfall in actual receipt of
Share of Central Taxes. With this
object in view, the Bill has been
framed.

4) Similarly, the Sikkim
Panchayat (Amendment) Bill, Bill
No. 7 of 2020 was introduced by
Minister-in-Charge of Rural
Development Department, Mr.
Sonam Lama. Whereas, the State
Government has deemed it
expedient to amend sections 18, 29,

66 and129 of the Sikkim Panchayat
Act, 1993.And whereas, section
129 was omitted by the Sikkim
Panchayat (Amendment) Act,
1997vide Act No 5 of 1997 dated
13th May 1997, which the State
Government has deemed expedient
to restore. And whereas, section
129 of the said Act provides that
"no person shall contest the
election to any Panchayat with the
support, direct or indirect, of any
political party". With these
objectives in view, the Bill has been
framed.

5) Likewise, the Sikkim
Goods and Services Tax
(Amendment) Bill, Bill No. 6 of 2020
was introduced by Chief Minister
also the Minister-in- Charge of
Finance Department. It has been
proposed for amendment by way
of bringing the Sikkim Goods and
Services Tax (Amendment) Bill,
2020 for amending certain
provisions of the Act; thereby
making the functioning of the said
Act more effective, meaningful and
ensuring easier compliance by the
taxpayer. This amendment Bill is
additionally intended to streamline
functioning of the provision of the
Act based on the recommendation
of Goods & Services Tax (GST)
Council and the Ministry of
Finance, Government of India.

6) Likewise, the Sikkim State
University (Amendment) Bill, Bill
No. 8 of 2020 was introduced by
Minister Mr. Kunga Nima Lepcha,
also the Minister-in-Charge of
Education Department. Whereas
the State Government has deemed
it expedient to grant an
autonomous status to Sikkim State
University in order to allow the
University to function in a smooth
manner. And in order to allow
Sikkim State University to function
as an autonomous Institute of
Higher Education, the State
Government deems it necessary to
insert section 6A and to make the
changes in clause (6) and (27),
insertion of Sub-clause 8 in clause
8 of the Schedule of the Sikkim State
University Act 2003, thereby
allowing the University to function
independently. With this object in
view, the Bill has been framed.

 7) . Lastly, the Vinayaka
Missions Sikkim University
(Amendment) Bill, Bill No. 9 of 2020
was also introduced by Minister
Mr. Kunga Nima Lepcha also the
Minister-in-Charge Education
Department. Whereas initially
under the Vinayaka Missions
Sikkim University Act, 2008, the
Governance and management of
the Vinayaka Missions Sikkim
University was under the
"Sponsor" the Thirumuruga
Kirupananda Variyar Thavathiru
Sundara Swamigal Medical
Education and Charitable Trust
Salem, Tamil Nadu. By virtue of
amendment carried out in the year
2018 in the main Act, the words
"Thirumuruga Kirupananda
Variyar Thavathiru Sundara
Swamigal Medical Educational
and Charitable Trust Salem, Tamil
Nadu” has been replaced by the
words "Jeen Universal
Foundation, Delhi'". This has
resulted shifting of Governance
and Management of the Vinayaka
Missions Sikkim University to
Jeen Universal Foundation, New
Delhi, a new Sponsor in the terms

of Section 48 of the Vinayaka
Missions Sikkim University, Act
2008. Now, therefore the State
Government has declared it
expedient to change the name of
the Vinayaka Missions Sikkim
University as Sikkim Professional
University, in view of transfer of
Governance and Management as
requested by the new Sponsor,
Jeen Universal Foundation, Delhi.
With this object in view, the Bill
has been framed

Thereafter,  MLA Mr. Aditya
Golay, also the Chairman of Public
Accounts Committee for the
financial year 2019-20, presented
the following Reports of the Public
Accounts Committee on the floor
of the House:

i. 116th  Report on
Comptroller  and Auditor General
of India for the year ended 31st

March, 2012.
ii. 117th Report on Action

Taken on the Recommendation of
the Public Accounts Committee by
the State Government
Departments as contained in its
108th Report.

iii. 118th Report on Action
Taken on the Separate Audit
Report on the Accounts of State
Trading Corporation of Sikkim
contained in its 105th Report for the
year ended 31st March, 2009-2011.

The Assembly then took up
the Election and Nomination of
Assembly Committees for the
Financial Year 2020-21.

1. Committee on Public
Accounts – MLAs Mr. Aditya
Golay, Mr. Tashi Thendup Bhutia
and Mr. Y.T. Lepcha were elected
as Members of the Committee on
Public Accounts. The Speaker
nominated MLA Mr. Aditya Golay
as the Chairman of the Committee.

2. Committee on Estimates –
MLAs Mr. Tashi Thendup Bhutia,
Mr. Aditya Golay and Mrs.
Farwanti Tamang were elected as
Members of the Committee on
Estimates. The Mr. Speaker
nominated  MLA Mr.Tashi
Thendup Bhutia as the Chairman
of the Committee.

Likewise, the Speaker made
the following nominations for
various Committees for Financial
Year 2020-21:

1.  Committee on
Government Assurances – Mr.
MLAs Mr. Sonam Tshering
Venchungpa, Mr. Bishnu Kumar
Sharma, and Mrs. Sunita Gajmer
were nominated as Members of the
Committee.

MLA Mr. Sonam Tshering
Venchungpa was nominted as the
Chairman of the Committee.

2.     Committee on Rules –
MLAs Mr. Sonam Tshering
Venchungpa and Mr. Pintso
Namgyal Lepcha were nominated
as Members of the Committee.

The Speaker is the Ex-officio
Chairman of the Committee on
Rules.

3. Committee on Library –
MLAs Mr. Sonam Tshering
Venchungpa and Mr. Em Prasad
Sharma were nominated as
Members of the Committee.

Deputy Speaker of Sikkim
Legislative Assembly is the Ex-
officio Chairman of the Committee
on Library.

4.  Committee on House –
MLAs M.r G.T. Dhungel, Mr. Em
Prasad Sharma and Mrs. Raj

Kumari Thapa were nominated as
Members of the Committee. MLA
Mr. G.T. Dhungel was nominated
as the Chairman of the Committee.

5. Committee on Privilege –
MLAs Mr. Bishnu Kumar Sharma,
Mr.Tashi Thendup Bhutia and Mr.
Pintso Namgyal Lepcha were
nominated as Members of the
Committee.  MLA Mr. Bishnu
Kumar Sharma was nominated as

the Chairman of the Committee.
The Speaker then

nominated  MLAs Mr. Sonam
Tshering Venchungpa, Mr. G.T.
Dhungel and Mr. Aditya Golay as
the Panel of Chairmen for the
financial year 2020-21.

The House was then
adjourned till the 24th of March,
2020.
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