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Pearls  of Wisdom
“Good friends, good books, and a sleepy conscience: this
is the ideal life.”

- Mark Twain

Namchi, November 05: The
Chief Minister Mr. Prem Singh
Tamang made a surprise visit to
Melli Check post along with DC
(South), SP (South) and other
officials.

During his visi t ,  he
inspected the check post and
suggested upgradration of
infrastructural facilities along
with adequate facilities for police
personnel who are put on duty
for which he instructed DC
South to make necessary

Gangtok, November 06:
Governor, Mr. Ganga Prasad met
with 21 members group
comprising of elected
representat ives,  faculty
members, local government
functionaries and support staff
from Kerala Institute of Local
Administration (KILA) at Raj
Bhawan, today.

The group was in Sikkim
for a four days educational tour
as a part of their course module
for Diploma in Gender and Local
Governance. The group was led
by Research Scholar of Sikkim
University, Mr. Hemant Yadav as
its Gangtok Co-ordinator.

In his brief address to the
team members, the Governor
highlighted about the
achievements of  Sikkim

Gangtok, November 05: The recent
traffic woe in the State capital has
made Gangtok synonymous with
traffic congestion - some section
of the masses even rechristening
it as “Jamtok”. Since the
conclusion of By-poll election in
October, the State Government has
been rigorously working towards
coming up with a feasible and
sustainable alternative to resolve
the issue on a top priority basis.

In this regard, Chief
Secretary Mr. S.C. Gupta, chaired
a meeting-cum-presentation on
“Techno Economic Feasibility
Study of Cable Car as Public
Transport System for Gangtok”
held by Urban Development &
Housing Department (UDHD),
Government of Sikkim in co-
ordination with Urban Mass
Transit Company Ltd. (UMTC),
New Delhi at the Conference Hall
of Tashiling Secretariat in Gangtok.

The meeting was also
attended by HoDs of various
stakeholder departments of the
State Government, all of who
deciphered their opinions over
adopting cable cars as a solution
for the traffic congestion that the
civilians of Gangtok have been
facing.

A representative of the

Dharamshala, November 07: The
Chief Minister, Mr. Prem Singh
Tamang attended the Global
Investors Meet 2019 at
Dharamshala, Himachal Pradesh,
today.

The two day investors meet
was inaugurated by the Prime
Minister Mr. Narendra Modi,
which saw the presence of
diplomats leaders from corporate
sector, senior policy makers,
development agencies,
entrepreneurs and investors from
across the globe.

The meet will showcase the
policy and regulatory environment,
investment opportunities in eight
focus sectors to boost
manufacturing and employment
generation in the State. The eight
focus sectors are agri-business
and post-harvest technology,
manufacturing and
pharmaceuticals, tourism and
hospitality, civil aviation, hydro
and renewable energy, wellness,
healthcare and AYUSH, housing
and urban development, IT-ITeS

especially in gender equality,
women empowerment, safety
and security of women,
Swachhta, green initiatives,
tourism and organic farming.

The Governor further
stated that it’s a matter of pride
for the State that the developed
state l ike Kerala are now
choosing Sikkim as their
destination of educational tour
and are learning about organic
farming,  Panchayati  Raj,
environmental  policies and
social harmony. He also urged
the members of the team to
exchange their views and ideas
with their counterparts in Sikkim
in the course of their field visit
and take back the good practices
that Sikkim has championed in
socio economic front.

UDHD Department, Government of
Sikkim informed that the
department had engaged UMTC
Ltd. in September, 2016 and
thereafter, during a period of three
months the UMTC team took a
primary survey of data for
projection of traffic situation in the
next 30 years. He also stressed that
the report being presented during
the meet was only preliminary data
and not the detailed project report
(DPR). The proposal is still at pre-
feasibility stage and once the
approval of the state government
is obtained, a detailed DPR will be
prepared.

He further informed that after
holding consultation meetings/
public hearings with public
stakeholders and incorporating
their suggestions and inputs, the
concerned department had
submitted the final report to the
government earlier this year in
February for approval. Only after
approval from the Government of
Sikkim, the project of cable cars as

transport system will move
towards its DPR stage wherein the
exact cost, capacity and site
alignments will be determined, he
added.

Chief Secretary, Mr. S.C.
Gupta, while addressing the
meeting stated that adopting cable
cars as a mode of public transport
in Gangtok is being explored as one
of the appropriate solutions
available for the capital to tackle
the burgeoning traffic menace . He
said that if adopted, cable cars can
become a viable long term solution
to solve the grievances being
faced by the state in terms of road
traffic. He put forward the resolve
of the state government to
effectively decongest the roads of
the state capital and mentioned
that all possible options are being
explored with utmost priority.

The Chief Secretary
maintained throughout his briefing

and electronics, education and
skill development.

The event will also provide
a platform to bring together heads

of the state, leaders from corporate
world, senior policy makers,

proposals at the earliest.
The Chief Minister

emphasised on modernisation of
check post along with sufficient
manpower strength so that work
is not compromised. He also
instructed the personals
deployed there to be more
vigilant and check on illegal
activi t ies as well  as work
towards curbing i l legal
trafficking of drugs since the
check post is at a crucial point.

Contd. on page 4
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Governor meets members
from KILA

Chief Minister visits Melli
Check post

Chief Minister attends Global
Investors Meet

State Government with sustainable
alternative to resolve traffic congestion

Governor Mr. Ganga Prasad with members from Kerala Institute of
Local Administration at Raj Bhawan.

Prime Minister Mr. Narendra Modi, Chief  Minister Mr. Prem Singh
Tamang and other dignitaries during the Global  Investors meet 2019
at Dharamshala, Himachal Pradesh.
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District Diary

Namchi, November 05: A district
level co-ordination meeting on
population census 2021 was held
at the Conference Hall of DAC,
today. The meeting was chaired
by Director of Census
Operations, Ms. Yashoda
Bhandari.

Addressing the gathering
Ms. Yashoda Bhandari
deliberated on the importance of
census in the country and the
state. She explained in detail the
logistics involved for carrying
out the census duty by the yet
to be appointed supervisors and
enumerators of the district. She
also informed that the 2021
census will be conducted
through a mobile phone
application and in all the four
district of the State.

 District Magistrate will be

Mangan, November 06: A day-
long programme on Expansion of
Childline Service in North Sikkim
was conducted at the District
Collector’s Chamber, Mangan,
today.

The programme was
presided over by the District
Collector (North), Mr. Tenzing T.
Kaleon, Additional District
Magistrate (North), Mr. Surat
Gurung, Chief Medical Officer
(North), Mr. D.C. Sharma, HoDs,
representatives from Non-
Government Organisations and
Bhavisya Bharat Foundation.

The Childline Service
which comes under Ministry of
Women and Child Development
is a telephone service where
anyone can report child abuse
and exploitation in the District
through phone by dialing 1098.

Mangan, November 06:
Department of  Sports and  Youth
Affair, (North) District  conducted
the District Level  Annual  School
Sports Competitions and talent
hunt 2019-20, under-17 boys and
girls at Mangan Public Ground,
today.

SP (North) Sonam Gyatso
Bhutia graced the final day as the
chief guest.

The sporting event was
organized by the Department of
Sports and Youth Affairs. The
competition featured eight
disciplines- Archery, Athletics,
Badminton, Boxing, Football,
Karate, Table Tennis and
Taekwondo.

The three days long
sports competition was carried
under the supervision of the
Deputy Director, Sports and
Youth Affairs Department (North)
Mrs. Janim Lepcha, and the staff
of Sports Department.

Altogether, there was 154
numbers of participants (boys
and girls) from Junior High

The service works in
collaboration with various Child
Protection Units and NGOs in the
District.

DC (North), Mr. Kaleon
said that the BDOs plays main
role in the rural areas to spread
awareness about children’s
rights against abuse and
exploitation to the general public
in the district. The stakeholders
present in the meeting should
have a broad view and in-depth
knowledge of seriousness of
violation of children’s rights
before disseminating information
about the Childline Service to the
public.

Mr. Kaleon directed the
BDOs to spread awareness about
the Childline Service during Gram
Sabha meetings.

District Incharge, Childline

Foundation, Mr. Biswas gave a
brief history on Childline Service
which provides 24 hour Free
service for children in need or
care and protection. In his power
point presentation, he gave
information on how the service
works in the other three districts
of Sikkim. He encouraged the
stakeholders to spread
awareness through rigorous
outreach, awareness programmes
and skits.

DCPO (North), Mrs.
Lepcha seek support from all the
stakeholders to propagate
awareness on Childline Service in
the District. She hoped that the
NGOs and various Departments
of the Government will
collaborate with District Child
Protection Unit for dissemination
of Childline Service.

Secondary schools, Secondary
schools and Senior Secondary
schools from the district. These
competitors have been drawn
from all four Blocks of the District
viz. i) Mangan BAC. ii) Dzongu
BAC. iii) Kabi BAC. iv)
Chungthang BAC.

This three  day long annual
school sports competition was
played in various disciplines at
different venue: on 4th football
was played at Mangan Public
Ground, on 5th Tae-Kwondo and
table tennis at Mangan School
Hostel and on 6th Athletics at
Mangan Public Ground.

Mangan Block lifted up
over all championship trophies.
Similarly, Dawa Sherpa from Kabi
Block and Phur Lhamu Lepcha
from Mangan Block bagged Best
Athlete in boys and girls
categories respectively.

All selected (winners)
players will represent the
forthcoming state level
competition.

It may be mentioned here

that  District Level  Annual
School Sports Competition and
talent hunt 2019-20, under -17
boys and girls kicked off at
Mangan Public ground on
November 04.

 The event was graced by
the Councillor, MNP, Mr. Ugen
Palden Kazi, who was
accompanied by Deputy Director,
Sports and Youth Affairs
Department (North) Mrs. Janim
Lepcha, Assistant Director,
Sports and Youth Affairs (North),
Mr. Dathup Lepcha.

 There was large number of
participation of boys and girls
from Junior High Secondary
schools, Secondary schools and
Senior Secondary schools from
the district.

The sports competitors
were selected  from all the
schools of North District. These
competitors have been drawn
from all four  Blocks of the District
viz.  i) Mangan BAC. ii) Dzongu
BAC.iii) Kabi BAC. iv)
Chungthang BAC.

responsible in efficiently
executing the process of census.
Additionally, Ms. Bhandari
updated that census will be
divided into two phases and that
the first phase will commence
from April 2020. The first phase
will include house listing and
housing census (HLO) and
updating of National Population
Register (NPR).

She further updated that
necessary training will be
imparted to the supervisors and
enumerators of census 2021.  Ms.
Bhandari also added that the
administrative unit in the South
District is updated and
jurisdiction changes have also
been incorporated.

Presentations  on Time Line
of Population Census 2021,
Administrative Units as on

31.08.2019 in Sikkim,
Appointment of census
functionaries and training,
Methodology of Population,
Publicity, Printing and Logistics
for Census 2021 were
communicated to the attendees.

Speaking during the
meeting DC (South) Mr. Ragul K.
directed the officials to identify
appropriate enumerataors. He
also added that enumerataors
should be separated on block
level basis for systematic and
efficient implementation of
census, 2021.

An  interactive session
with attending officers to help
them understand and prepare for
Census 2021 was also held.
During this session valuable
suggestions and feedback were
considered.

Gangtok: Sikkim Judicial  Academy
organised two workshops on
“Role of Child Welfare Committee
and Role of Welfare Officers and
Role of  Special Juvenile Police Unit
and NGOs” under the Juvenile
Justice (Care and Protection of
Children) Act, 2015 and Rules on
November 04 and 05, respectively.

The Resource Person for the
programme was Advocate, Mr. S.S.
Hamal.

Members of Child Welfare
Committee, Officers from Social
Welfare Department, Non
Governmental Organizations
(NGOs), Special Juvenile Police
and District Child Protection
Officers (DCPO) participated on
the programme.

The workshop on “Role of
Child Psychologists in effective

implementation of Juvenile Justice
Act” was held wherein Doctors,
Psychiatrists and Psychologists
participated the programme. The
Resource Person for the
programme was Clinical
Psychologist, SAN-Ker
Rehabilitation and De-addiction
Centre, Shillong, Meghalaya, Dr.
Sangila Dorjee.

The Resource Persons in
both the workshops discussed in
detail the important role played by
all the stakeholder under the
Juvenile Justice (Care and
Protection of Children) Act, 2015
to protect the best interest of a
child in conflict with law as well as
a child in need of care and
protection, including a survivor of
sexual assault.

Gangtok, November 04: A five
daylong Capacity Building
Programme for School-heads and
teachers of elementary level
popularly known as National
Initiatives for School Heads’ and
Teachers’ Holistic Advancement
(NISHTHA) was simultaneously
launched in Sikkim at 11 different
venues covering all the four
districts, today. The programme is
being organized by State Project
Office of Samagra Shiksha in
collaboration with SCERT-Sikkim.

A team of six resource
persons comprising of School
Principals, senior teachers, Faculty
from SCERT and DIET will conduct
the 5 days programme in each of
the 11 centres.

The main inaugural event,
which was held at one of the 11
venues at Modern Senior
Secondary School, was attended
by 129 elementary teachers of
Ranka, Martam and Rakdong-
Tintek BAC. NISHTHA aims to
cover approximately 8000  teachers
in Sikkim and 42 lakhs teachers in
the country.

The prime objective of the
programme is to equip teachers
with knowledge, understanding
and required competencies on new
pedagogic  perspective not only
to improve but to achieve learning
outcomes of students specified for
every class in all the major subject
areas at elementary level. It is also
aimed at orienting and enabling
Principals and  key functionaries
to implement School Based
Assessment in schools, and
achieve intended learning
outcomes at the school level.

Inaugural Session of the

programme on November 04, 2019
was graced by Minister Education
Department Mr. Kunga Nima
Lepcha graced the inaugural
session as the chief guest.

In his address, Minister Mr.
K.N. Lepcha expressed his
concerns regarding the quality of
education and urged teachers to
work hard and help students excel
in every possible field. Additional
Chief Secretary, Mr. G.P.
Upadhyaya highlighted the
importance of this programme and
urged teachers to be punctual and
derive maximum benefits out of the
programme.

Director (SCERT) Dr. Rabin
Chhetri gave an overview of the
NISHTHA programme as one of the
major initiatives to build capacity
of teachers and Heads of
Institutions. SPD Samagra Shiksha,
Mr. Bhim Thatal, in his welcome
address, mentioned that
NISHTHA is the largest teacher
training programme in the world
today and aims to cover 8000
elementary teachers in Sikkim and
42 lakhs elementary teachers in the
entire country. As the programme
is entirely supported by the
Samagra Shiksha, Ministry of
Human Resource Development
and being carried out by the
SCERT and School Education, the
SPD also urged upon the
participants to be committed and
earnest in participation for they are
chosen by the Department
especially for this purpose.

The programme, which is
being jointly co-ordinate by Joint
Director School Education Mr. K.
Inbaraj and Joint Director (SCERT)
Dr. Shanti Ram Adhikari.

Expansion of Childline Service in North Sikkim conducted

District Level Annual School Sports Competitions and  talent hunt
2019-20
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Co-ordination meeting on population census 2021 held

Sikkim Judicial  Academy organises
workshops

Capacity Building Programme for
School-heads and teachers held

Gangtok, November 02: Sikkim
Judicial Academy organized a
workshop on “Chapter XVII- the
Charge, the Code of Criminal
Procedure, 1973” for Learned
Chief Judicial Magistrates and
Learned Judicial Magistrates,
today.

The Resource Person for
the programme was Former Ld.
District & Sessions Judge, Delhi
Superior Judicial Service, Mr. J.R.

Aryan. The Learned Resource
Person discussed  forms of
Charge, Alteration of Charges as
well as Joinder of  Charges in detail.
Each and every provision of the
Chapter on Charge was discussed
with illustrations.

The principles lay down
in the landmark judgments on the
important provisions were also
discussed in great length.

Workshop on Code of Criminal
Procedure held
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Office of the Superintending Engineer
Water Resources & River Development

Department
Government of Sikkim

Bid No: NHP-03 Online Re-Tender-02 of 2019-20.
Date:1st November 2019

E-Procurement Notice
Assignment Title: “Supply, installation, testing and Commissioning

of equipment for setting up of Gauge Discharge Stations under NHP
for WR&RDD, Sikkim.

The Superintending Engineer, State Project Monitoring Unit, Water
Resources and River Development Department, Government of
Sikkim, invites eligible registered Suppliers to indicate their interest
in providing the above Services. Complete details are available in the
website http: sikkimtender.gov.in.

Superintending Engineer, NHP, SPMU,
Sokeythang, Tadong, East Sikkim-737102.

E-Mail: sikkimwrd@gmail.com.
R.O. NO. 226/IPR/PUB/Classi/19-20, Dt:31/10/19

Government of Sikkim
Roads & Bridges Department

No: 128/GOS/R&B(NAM)/19-20/199                                                                                     Dated:05.11.2019

NOTICE INVITING TENDER
On behalf of the Governor of Sikkim, Chief Engineer, Roads and Bridges Department, Government of

Sikkim invites item rate bids through e-procurement. The bids should be submitted online through the
website www.sikkimtender.gov.in for the work as listed below:

Bid security Cost of
Package 2.5% of the Bid value tender/ Completion
No.             Name of works bid value (` in bid form period

(` In Lakhs) Lakhs) (` in
Lakhs)

1 2 3 4 5 6

         Construction of
         55.00M span

1          Bridge over Kateng      19.52 780.68 0.50 24 months
         (Kali Khola)
         South Sikkim.

The date and time of pre-bid meeting, submission of completed bid document is as under:

i) Publishing of Online Tender in e-procurement portal 11th November 2019
ii) Uploading of bidding documents in e-procurement portal 14th November 2019
iii) Last date & Time for seeking clarification regarding bids. 10th December 2019 at 1500 Hrs
iv) Last date for online Submission of completed bids 17th December 2019 up to 1600 Hrs
v) Date of opening of bids 18th December 2019 at 1100 Hrs
For all details on the bid visit www.sikkimtender.gov.in

Chief Engineer
Roads and Bridges Department,

R.O. NO. 236/IPR/PUB/Classi/19-20, Dt:06/11/19                                                 Government of Sikkim

Government of Sikkim
Department of Commerce & Industries

Udyog Bhawan, Tadong, 737102
Gangtok, Sikkim

No. 217/C&I/2019-20                                              Dated:25/10/2019
Due to unavoidable circumstances, the opening of tender for

leasing out of Sikkim Flour Mill which was fixed on 01.11.2019 has
been postponed.

Secretary
Commerce and Industries Department

R.O. NO. 222/IPR/PUB/Classi/19-20(i), Dt:25/10/19

Government of Sikkim
Directorate of Handicrafts and Handlooms

Gangtok, Sikkim
No.2537/GOS/DHH                                                 Dated: 31/10/2019

NOTICE INVITING TENDER (NIT)
Sealed Tender are invited from the interested Registered firms,

Authorized dealer, Manufacturer for the supply of Raw materials
namely: Hardware items, Multicrafts, Timber required for the
Directorate of Handicrafts & Handlooms, Govt. of Sikkim for the
financial year 2019-20.

The list of Raw materials and tender forms can be obtained from
the o/o the DHH, Zero Point, Gangtok on production of Challan/Bank
Receipt duly depositing under the Head: 0851- Village and Small
Industries 102-Small Industries 01-GICI. TDR should be drawn in
favour of Director, DHH, Zero point, Gangtok.

SI   Raw materials               TDR     Cost of       Remarks
No   to be supplied      tender

     Form
01.   Multi-crafts Items,

 Tools & Equipments     `17,250/-    `1,000/-
 and  Timber

The tender for Timber supply shall be received only from the
registered supplier authorized by the department of Forest,
Environment and Wildlife possessing valid License issued by the
concerned department.

Time Schedule:
I) Sale of tender Form- 25.11.2019 to 29.11.2019 during office hours.
II) Receipt of tender form along with relevant documents viz. Firm

Registration Certificate, valid trade license, GST, IT and Professional
Tax Clearance Certificate and etc. will be accepted by hand or by post,
on or before 03.12.2019 till 03.00 p.m. at O/o Director, Directorate of
Handicrafts & Handlooms, Zero Point, Gangtok.

III) Opening of tender document on 06.12.2019 from 02.00 p.m in
the presence of Tender Opening Committee and tenderers who wish
to be present  at the O/o DHH, Zero Point, Gangtok.

Further, the tenderers should abide all the terms and conditions
referred in the tender forms. The Directorate reserves the right to
accept or reject any of all tenders without assigning any reason thereof
and to negotiate lowest rate.

Director,
Directorate of Handicrafts Handlooms,

Zero Point, Govt. of Sikkim, Gangtok.
R.O. NO. 228/IPR/PUB/Classi/19-20(ii), Dt:25/10/19

Department of Labour
Government of Sikkim

Shram Bhawan-Sokeythang
Gangtok - 737102

No:582/DL                                                                                                                                    Date:07/11/2019

WALK-IN-INTERVIEW
In continuation to the earlier advertisements published  through various News papers vide No. 234/DL/

ESIC dated 28.06.2019 and vide No. 247/ESIC/DL Dated 07.08.2019, once again applications are invited
for Walk-In- Interview from any eligible Indian Citizens for filling up of the Post of Insurance Medical Officers
purely on contractual basis in consolidated salary as indicated against the post for initial period of one
year and likely to be extended based on the performance at Employees’ State Insurance Service Dispensary
at Jorethang under Labour Department, Government of Sikkim. Preference shall be given to the eligible
SSC/COI holder of sikkimese origin.

SI. Name of No. of Minimum
No. Post Posts Educational Age Monthly Salary

Qua lification
01 Insurance 02 MBBS Degree 22 Yrs and `50,000/- PM

Medical (Two) from MCI Above (Consolidated)
Officer Recognised

Institution.

Terms and Conditions;
1. Application with all relevant documents should reach to the Office of the undersigned before 3pm

on or before 13th December 2019.
2. All the applications should have proper communication address along with email lD and mobile

Number.
3. Applicants should enclose all necessary credential along with attested copies of their certificates.
4. The applicants should be present in person in time on the date of interview fixed by the committee.
5. The decision of the Interview Committee shall be final and binding on all.
6. Preference shall be given to SSC/COI holder of Sikkimese Origin.
7. Walk-In-Interview will be held on 18th December 2019 in the ESIC Office at Shram Bhawan,

Labour Department, Sokaythang, Gangtok.

By order
Joint labour Commissioner-cum-I/C,
Employees’ Sate Insurance Scheme,

Labour Department,
R.O. No. 241/IPR/PUB/Classi/19-20, Dt:08/11/19                                                                               Gangtok.

Department  of Information and Public Relations
Government of Sikkim,Tadong, Gangtok

ATTENTION
Instances of non-receipt of Sikkim Herald in various Departments have been reported even though the

same are being delivered by the Department regularly.
In view of above, it is proposed to deliver the Sikkim Herald to a designated delivery point in different

Departments through a designated contact person (Nodal Officers) which will facilitate in keeping track of

regular delivery of Sikkim Herald to them.
Although some Departments have already complied, there are still few Departments who have still not

designated a Nodal Officer for the same.  Kindly intimate the name, designation and contact number (both

landline & mobile) of the Nodal Officer who will be responsible for receipt of Sikkim Herald in their
respective Departments at the earliest to the undersigned.

Assistant Director (Pub.)
sikkimherald_ipr@yahoo.com

Mob.No. 7908097115

KEEP SIKKIM

CLEAN AND GREEN
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Gangtok, November 04: The 5th
Sikkim State Higher Education
council (SSHEC) meeting was held
in the Conference Hall of the
Education Department, today. The
meeting was chaired by the
Minister for Education
Department,  Mr. K.N. Lepcha who
is also the chairman for the Council.

The meeting was attended
by the Vice Chancellor of Sikkim
University, Dr. Avinash Khare who
is also the Vice Chairman for the
SHEC along with the Vice
Chancellors of Sikkim Manipal
University, SRM University and
Sikkim State University.

The Additional Chief
Secretary Mr. G.P. Upadhyaya, in
his deliberation apprised the
meeting on the progress of Higher
Education in the state in general
with special focus on the scheme
Rashtriya Ucchatar Shiksha
Abhiyan (RUSA).

The meeting was followed
by brainstorming discussion
about the present scenario of
higher education in the state with
special focus on technology,
Autonomy, accreditation, etc. 

It was unanimously felt that
Intensive Counseling of school
students especially in Classes XI
and XII has to be done in
consistent way. This is required in
order to make them aware of
various emerging opportunities
especially in the field of skill
development as well as

Gangtok, November 06:A
preliminary meeting  was held at
the Conference Hall of the Social
Justice and Welfare Department
(SJ&WD) at Lumsey, 5th Mile,
today to mainly discuss the State
Action Plan for Drug Demand
Reduction (SAPDDR) (2019-2020)
and related issues in the state. 

The State Action Plan is
being implemented by the Social
Justice and Welfare Department as
the Nodal Department in
collaboration with other line
Departments and NGOs. 

The meeting was attended
by Secretary, Social Justice and
Welfare Department, Mrs. Dhan
Jyoti Mukhia, Special Secretary,
(SJ&WD), Mr. Anand Pradhan,
Additional Secretary, (SJ&WD),
Ms. Gloria Namchu along with
participants and representatives
from other line departments and
NGOs. 

During the meeting, various
activities and measures to be
undertaken under  the State  Action
Plan for Drug Demand Reduction
were discussed at length. 

In her opening remarks,

Secretary, Social Justice and
Welfare Department, Mrs. Dhan
Jyoti  Mukhia highlighted on the
three main components focussing
on awareness generation, capacity
building, rehabilitation and specific
intervention in vulnerable areas to
ensure drug demand reduction. 

She added that involvement
and proper coordination of all line
departments, government
organisations in collaboration with
NGOs, private institutions and
private establishments would be
imperative for the smooth
implementation of the action plan
further making it more meaningful
and effective.

She also mentioned that
such meetings would be
conducted at regular intervals in
the future to monitor effective
implementation of the complete
action plan.

She further suggested for
the constitution of the steering
committees headed by Nodal
Officers in every line departments. 

Likewise, action plans for
establishment of Children’s
Parliament, organizing Football

tournament, creating awareness on
waste management and
installation of stalls during the
football tournament were
discussed at length. 

Also, modalities for the
smooth running of the upcoming
Rehabilitation Home and
Livelihood School at Khichudumra,
South Sikkim were adopted during
the course of the meeting. 

Earlier, Joint Secretary,
SJ&WD, Ms. Rohini Pradhan
apprised the gathering and briefly
discussed about the State Action
Plan (2019-2020)  for reducing the
Drug Demand in the state by
creating more awareness and
educating people about the ill-
effects of drugs abuse on the
individual, family, workplace and
the society at large and integrating
them back into the society. 

Meanwhile, the participants
from other line departments also
wholly contributed in the
deliberations and placed their
valuable suggestions and
feedbacks for the proper
implementation of the State Action
Plan discussed at large.

opportunities already available in
various higher educational
institutions in the State. Further, it
was also felt that there is a need to
start futuristic courses in
vocational education and skill
development with the
contemporary requirements of the
economy. The Committee
requested the Vice Chancellor of
Sikkim Manipal University to send
a note regarding the emergent
trends and new course in higher
and technical education for the
benefit of the State. The meeting
also discussed issues related to
requirement of permanent faculty
in different institutions,
infrastructure, improvement of
laboratories and libraries and
urgent need towards sharing of
each other resources. Since
building of new infrastructure is
costly, sharing resources of
various institutions including that
of laboratories and libraries seems
more plausible. The Committee
also felt that students of Sikkim
need to explore opportunities
emerging outside Sikkim in various
parts of the Country as well as
abroad. There was also a strong
recommendation to start more para
medical courses as there is a severe
shortage of para medics all over
the country. The meeting also
unanimously endorsed all the
sanctions of new projects under
RUSA 2.0 for the State of Sikkim.

Gangtok, November 03: The Chief
Minister Mr. Prem Singh Tamang,
chaired a high level meeting at
Samman Bhawan, today. The
meeting was regarding the
construction of Thakurbari
Mandir.

During the meeting, the
Chief  Minister sought the detailed
report of its construction
procedure  till date  and advised
the District Collector to hold a co-
ordination meeting shortly.

development agencies, heads from
institutions of international repute
and academic from across the
world to further the cause of
socio-economic development in
the State.

On November 06, Chief
Minister Mr. Prem Singh Tamang
was accorded warm welcome at
Dharamsala by the Chief Minister
of Himachal Pradesh Mr. Jai Ram
Thakur who was accompanied  by
Health and Family Welfare Minister
of Himachal Pradash, Mr. Vipin
Singh Parmer while Chief Minister
Mr. Prem Singh Tamang was
accompanied by Tourism and
Industry Minister Mr. B. S. Pant.

The Chief Minister of
Himachal Pradesh offered
traditional cap along with the
traditional pashmina shawl.

In turn, the Chief Minister
Mr. Tamang presented natural
indigenous products produced by
the local entrepreneurs of Sikkim.

Both the Chief Minister
discussed about the possibility to
invite global investors in the state
so as to gear up the economy trade
and commerce.

The Chief Ministers also
discussed about the possible
investment in tourism, green
economy and environment
friendly sectors.They also
discussed the developmental
challenges being faced by the Hill
States.

Earlier, an exclusive lunch
was hosted by Chief Minister of
Himachal Pradesh Mr. Jai Ram
Thakur which was attended by
Chief Minister Mr. Prem Singh
Tamang. 

Chief Minister Mr. Prem
Singh Tamang was briefed about
the concept of Global Investors
Meet 2019 which shall begin from
November 07.

those cable cars as public
transport is being examined as one
of the solutions and is not the only
solution. He mentioned that all
stakeholders are tinkering with the
traffic problem and asserted that a
long term plan will soon be
implemented by the state
government. He said that Gangtok
is a hill station and all the
challenges in terms of geography
and limited space are being
considered while devising
customized solutions to solve the
traffic problem for the capital.

 While speaking on the
possibility of adopting cable cars
as a public transport, the Chief
Secretary stated that Gangtok is
one of the pioneer cities in
adopting cable cars. He asserted
that the traffic situation in the
capital is alarming, and that an
immediate and effective long term
solution should be taken up to curb
this menace.

Mr. Gupta stated that cable
cars are a modern and futuristic
system of public transport and if
adopted, this would effectively
solve the traffic problem and be of
great benefit to the people of the
state. He directed the stakeholders
to take all aspects into
consideration while deliberating
upon this mode of transport. He

made various inquiries regarding
safety, travel time and environment
factors related to cable cars and
expressed satisfaction at the study
that was done by the concerned
department and UMTC.  He called
for co-operation and active
participation of all the stakeholders
to come together and deliberate
and decide upon a feasible solution
that would solve the traffic crisis
on a long-term time frame.

A detailed review of the
project was presented by Senior
Manager (UMTC), Mr. Animesh
Ahaskar, and UMTC Manager, Ms.
Harshita Sharma, through their
presentation on Techno Economic
Feasibility Study of Cable Car as
Public Transport System for
Gangtok.

Speaking about the
overview of  UMTC Ltd., Manager,
Ms. Sharma, informed that UMTC
is a unique joint venture of the
Ministry of Housing & Urban
Affairs (MoH&UA), Government
of India (GoI), and Government of
Andhra Pradesh that focuses on
developing sustainable urban
mobility solutions.

Stressing over focus on
‘moving people and not vehicles’
as per National Urban Transport
Policy, 2016 and taking into
consideration the population of
Gangtok including tourist inflow
and the unique geography of the
town, Ms. Sharma said that if an
initiative is not undertaken to tackle
the traffic struggles today, the

traffic congestion will increase by
80% in the next 30 years.

She further added that the
key mobility concerns of the town
were challenging terrain
conditions, limited land availability
for road network development,
increasing private vehicle share,
extensive dependence on taxi
services, poor infrastructure and
lack of parking spaces. She stated
that an organized public transport
system – one that is non-road-
based is the need of the hour for
decongesting traffic in Gangtok.

Non-road-based alternative
for public transport like cable cars
offers various benefits including
small environmental footprint,
terrain sustainability, lesser
implementation of time & cost,
mobility & accessibility and
reduction in emission of green
house gases as compared to the
‘do nothing” scenario.

The presentation also
touched upon coverage,
multimodal integration,
accessibility and safety of cable car
transport system.

The conceptual system
length of the proposed cable car
network planning rounds up to
12.42 kms with 13 conceptual
stations, it is informed.

Comparative studies
between Gangtok and Medellin in
Columbia and La Paz in Bolivia
were also discussed in the meeting
as these cities share geographical
and infrastructural similarities.

1. North South Alignment (along NH-10)
Ranipool – Tourism Office Complex (1.76 km), Tourism Office Complex – Sikkim Manipal Hospital (0.92 km),

Sikkim Manipal Hospital – Gangtok Municipal Corporation (0.62 km), Gangtok Municipal Corporation –
Denzong Cinema/Supermarket (1.41 km), Denzong Cinema/Supermarket – Old STNM Hospital (0.85 km), Old
STNM Hospital – Taxi Stand North District (0.95 km), Taxi Stand North District – Helipad (1.69 km), Helipad
– Burtuk (1.01 km)
2. East Alignment
New Hospital at Sichey – District Center (0.38 km); District Center – Taxi Stand North District (0.68 km)
3. West Alignment
Old STNM Hospital – Chandmari Taxi Stand (1.2 km), Chandmari Taxi Stand – 2nd Mile HPC Church

        (1km)

As per the proposed cable car network planning, the activity nodes will be set up as follows:
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