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Pearls  of Wisdom
It does not matter how slowly you go as long as you do
not stop.

- Confucius

Gangtok, September 22: The
Governor Mr. Ganga Prasad met a
group of 60 National Youth
Volunteers from four districts of
Sikkim at a special event held at
New Raj Bhawan, today. The
group was led by Member, Board
of  Governors, Nehru Yuva Kendra
Sangathan, Mrs. Madhavi
Agarwal, and Zonal Director,
Nehru Yuva Kendra Sikkim, Mr.
Sebasis Banerjee, The group also
had the presence of respective
District Youth Coordinators from
four districts.

        It may be mentioned that
a batch of 60 youths, drawn from
30 blocks across four districts, are
undergoing 15 days National

Youth Volunteers Induction
Training  at Sikkim Cooperative
Union (SICUN) Headquarters,
Assam Lingzey from 18th

September 2019 to 2nd October
2019. The volunteers will be
trained on leadership skills, basic
life skills, social service, role of
youth in transforming society,
capacity building etc. and will be
serving in the respective blocks for
next two years under the
supervision of NYKS.

Mrs. Madhavi Agarwal
briefed the Governor on the
broader aims and objectives of
Nehru Yuva Kendra Sangathan

Gangtok, September 23: Governor
Mr. Ganga Prasad  flagged off
relief material for Yuksom
Landslide victims, today. Chief
Minister Mr. Prem Singh Tamang,
Minister for Education Department
Mr. Kunga Nima Lepcha,
Additional Chief Secretary to
Governor Dr. K Jayakumar and
State Relief Commissioner Mrs.
Ambika Pradhan were present on
the occasion.

The Governor also handed
over a cheque of  ̀  2  lakhs to Chief
Minister Relief  Fund for the relief
of landslide victims.

The relief material
dispatched in a special vehicle
comprised of eatables, 100
blankets, 175 meters synthetic

profile mat, ready to eat foot
packets, noodles, portable water
bottles, juice and biscuits among
others.

The Governor also appealed
fellow Sikkimese from all walks of
life to come forward and donate in
cash and kind as assistance for the
brethren in distress at Yuksom. He
stated that Sikkimese society has
always shown resilience when it
comes to coping with the natural
calamities of this magnitude.
“Once again this is high time to
come together for showing
solidarity and support to the
brothers and sisters in distress and
also prove that in this hour of crisis,
the whole State is firmly behind
them,” the Governor added.

15th Finance Commission holds
meeting with State Government
Gangtok, September 24:The
Chairman and Members of the 15th

Finance Commission held a
meeting with the Chief Minister,
Cabinet Ministers, Chief
Secretary and senior officers of
the Government of Sikkim at the
Conference Hall of Tashiling
Secretariat, today.

Chief Minister Mr. Prem
Singh Tamang (Golay) in his key
note address highlighted the
focus areas of the State for
consideration by the 15th Finance
Commission.

The Chief Minister began
his address with warm greetings
and felicitations to the 15th

Finance Commission and stated
that their gracious presence had
given the state a chance to
present its development strategy,
goals and achievements and the
challenges faced. He informed
that Sikkim is a unique state in
India with a distinct politico-
historical background and
indigenous cultural ecology.
Being a land locked state, Sikkim
has many challenges in terms of
border security, yet  the peace
that  prevails is a distinction. He
stated that today Sikkim  stands
at a crucial juncture of

development, co-ordination and
policy intervention.

Highlighting that the state
government is working hard on
the vision to address and fulfill
the aspirations of  the people,
the Chief Minister explained
that the core of all the policies of
the state government is the
protection of  the national
security, sustainability,
preservation of  the state’s rich
culture and heritage and the
state’s natural wealth and
resources.

The Chief Minister also
briefed the meeting on the legacy
debt that has been inherited by
the present state government and
requested the Commission to
consider the visions and
aspirations of the state and the
hindrances along the way while
submitting  their
recommendations. He also
highlighted the many issues that
exist in the state in the private
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Governor Mr. Ganga Prasad  flagging off relief material for Yuksom
landslide victims from Raj Bhawan.

Gangtok, September 21: By-poll
for three constituencies of Sikkim
will go on October 21 and counting
will held on October 24 next month
and soon after notifying the date
for by-poll by Election Commission
of  India (ECI), Model Code of
Conduct (MCC) has came into
effect in the two districts of Sikkim.
In this regard, Chief Electoral
Officer (Sikkim), Mr. R.Telang called
a press conference at the Office of
Chief Electoral Officer, today. 

CEO informed that on
September 23 Gazette Notification
will be issued for By-Election in
three constituencies namely; 10-
Polok-Kamrang Assembly
constituency, 24-Martam-Rumtek
Assembly constituency (BL) and
27-Gangtok Assembly
constituency (BL).   

As per the ECI’s Press note
,the last date for filing of
nomination paper is on September
30 and the scrutiny of nomination
paper is on October 01. And the
last date for withdrawal of
candidatures is on October 03. 

However, three assembly

seats in East and South districts
went vacant after winning
candidates who fought from two
constituencies in recent assembly
poll had tendered their resignation
from one constituency. MLA, Mr.
Kunga Nima Lepcha gave his
resignation from Gangtok seat,
MLA Mr. Pawan Chamling
tendered his resignation from
Poklok-Kamrang and Mr. D.T.
Lepcha resigned from Rumtek
Martam Constituency and vacated
the seat for by-poll.  

CEO, Mr. Telang informed
that with the announcement of By-
Poll date for three constituencies
by ECI, the Model Code of
Conduct has come into force in
two districts (East and South) in
which Assembly  Constituencies
is going for By-Election.

CEO said “soon after the
date for By-Poll announced, the

Model Code of Conduct (MCC)
shall be applicable to all
candidates, all political parties and
the State government concerned.”

The entire eligible young
voter can apply their names for
electoral enrollment till last date of
nomination (i.e. September 30) and
they can cast their vote on Poll day.
There will be no deletion and
transfer from one place to another
place during the period of MCC,
informed the official.

The First Level Checking of
EVM machines will be carried out
in this week and this time
commission will use advance
version of EVM machines for
voting purpose. On voting day it
is mandatory for all the voters to
carry their EPIC card and other
essential documents for
authentication, added CEO.  

By-Election for three Constituencies in
Sikkim announced

Meeting of the 15th Finance Commission with the State Government
at the Conference Hall of Tashiling Secretariat.
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Namchi, September 23: With the
announcement of  Bye-Election
for 10  Poklok Kamrang
Assembly Constituency for
South  District, a  meeting with
the representatives of various
political parties was convened at
DAC, today. 

The meeting was chaired
by DC-cum-Returning Officer
(South) Mr. Ragul  K. and  had
the presence of CPAO (South)
Mr. Sunil Sharma along with
other election officials and
representatives of various
political parties. 

Addressing  the gathering,
the RO briefed about the various
aspects of Model Code of
Conduct (MCC) and its guidelines
with regards to political parties.
The RO spoke about the required
permission needed by the political
parties from the concerned
departments. 

The Returning Officer
further explained about the
election expenditures and said
that candidates are required to
open a separate Bank  Account

in his name atleast one day prior
to filing nominations specifically
for the purpose of election
expenditure carried out by the
candidates and political parties.
He also briefed about the
different kinds of election
materials like Form A and Form B
and nomination papers that can
be obtained from the DAC office.

Thereafter, the Returning
Officer also chaired a meeting
with Nodal officers constituted
for Bye Election and informed the
Nodal officers to be aware of the
guidelines of MCC for the
ensuing Bye Elections. While
detailing on the various duties
and responsibilities of the nodal
officers, he also elaborated on the
manpower management, training
schedule, electoral roll, Media
Certification and Monitoring,
EVMs  requirement, postal  ballot,
Sector Magistrates duties and
responsibilities, vehicle
permission and  requirements,
law and order and expenditure
monitoring for upcoming bye-
elections 2019.

Namchi, September 24: As
informed by the Returning Officer
(South) Mr. Ragul K. nil
nominations were received for
the upcoming bye elections of 10
Poklok Kamrang Assembly
Constituency.

FORM 1
(See rule 3)

NOTICE OF ELECTION
Notice is hereby given that:-
1. an election is to be held of a member to the Sikkim Legislative Assembly in the 27-GANGTOK (BL)

constituency;
2. nomination papers may be delivered by a candidate or any of his proposers to  the Returning

Officer at District Administrative Centre, Sichey between 11 AM and 3 PM on any day (other than public
holiday) not later than the 30/09/2019 (MONDAY).

3. forms of nomination paper may be obtained at the place and times aforesaid;
4. the nomination paper will be taken up for scrutiny at District Administrative Center, Sichey on 01/

10/2019 (TUESDAY) at 11:00 AM
5. notice of withdrawal of candidature may be delivered either by a candidate or by any of his

proposers or by his election agent who has been authorized in writing by the candidate to deliver it to either
of the officers specified in paragraph (2) above at his office before 3 PM on the 03/10/2019 ( THURSDAY);

6. in the event of the election being contested, the poll will be taken on 21/10/2019 (MONDAY)
between the hours of 7:00 AM and 5:00 PM.

Date: 23/09/2019
Place: District Administrative Centre, Sichey

Returning Officer, East

FORM 1
(See rule 3)

NOTICE OF ELECTION
Notice is hereby given that:-
1. an election is to be held of a member to the Sikkim Legislative Assembly in the 24 MARTAM

RUMTEK (BL) constituency;
2. nomination papers may be delivered by a candidate or any of his proposers to  the Returning

Officer at District Administrative Centre, Sichey between 11 AM and 3 PM on any day (other than public
holiday) not later than the 30/09/2019 (MONDAY).

3. forms of nomination paper may be obtained at the place and times aforesaid;
4. the nomination paper will be taken up for scrutiny at District Administrative Center, Sichey on 01/

10/2019 (TUESDAY) at 11:00 AM
5. notice of withdrawal of candidature may be delivered either by a candidate or by any of his

proposers or by his election agent who has been authorized in writing by the candidate to deliver it to either
of the officers specified in paragraph (2) above at his office before 3 PM on the 03/10/2019 (THURSDAY);

6. in the event of the election being contested, the poll will be taken on 21/10/2019 (MONDAY)
between the hours of 7:00 AM and 5:00 PM.

Date: 23/09/2019
Place: District Administrative Centre, Sichey

Returning Officer, East

Similarly, the Returning
Officer Mr. Ragul K. also
informed that nil nominations
were received for the upcoming
bye elections of 10 Poklok
Kamrang Assembly
Constituency on September 23.

FORM 1
(See rule 3)

NOTICE OF ELECTION
Notice is hereby given that:
(1)  An election is to be held of a member to the Sikkim Legislative

Assembly in the 10-Poklok Kamrang constituency.
(2) Nomination papers may be delivered by a candidate or by any

of his proposers to the Returning Officer or to the Assistant
Returning Officer at the Office of the District Magistrate, District
Administrative Centre, Namchi, South Sikkim between 11 A.M. and
3 P.M. on any day (other than public holiday) not later than the 30th

September, 2019 (Monday).
(3) The forms of nomination paper may be obtained at the place

and times aforesaid;
(4) The nomination papers will be taken up for scrutiny at 11 am

on, 1/10/2019 (Tuesday) at the Office of the District Magistrate,
District Administration Centre, Namchi South Sikkim.

(5) Notice of withdrawal of candidature may be delivered either by
a candidate or by any of his proposers or by his election agent who
has been authorised in written by the candidate to deliver it to either of
the officers specified in paragraph (2) above at his office before 3 P.M.
on the 03/10/2019 (Thursday).

(6) In the event of the election being contested, the poll will be
taken on 21/10/2019 (Monday) between the hours of 07.00 AM and
5.00 PM.

Date: 23rd September, 2019
Place: Namchi

Returning Officer, South

New Delhi, September 24:  The
15th Finance Commission headed
by Chairman, Shri N.K. Singh
alongwith i ts Members and
senior officials met today with
the representatives of the Trade
and Industry bodies in Sikkim.

 The Commission
observed that, Sikkim has been
able to sustain a relatively higher
growth in income. The trend
growth rate of nominal growth
rate of GSDP has been 13.5%
from 2011 to 2018. This was as
high as 24.9% from 2005 to 2018.
The high growth rate has been
mainly due to hydro-power
sector and pharmaceutical
industries.

The State has abundant
opportunit ies in areas of
tourism, hort iculture &
floriculture, organic products,
pharmaceuticals and ethnic
handlooms/handicrafts.

59% of State’s GSVA
comes from Secondary sector.
This is very high as compared
to other States.

However, according to
Ease of  Doing Business
ranking-2017-18, Sikkim is third
lowest after Meghalaya and
Arunachal  Pradesh. The State
has given the following reasons
for its low ranking in Ease of
Doing business:

Sikkim currently does not
have a Companies  Act, as after
the repeal of the old Act, new
Companies Act has not been

Fifteenth Finance Commission meets representatives of
Trade and Industry in Sikkim

notified.
It is an environmentally

sensitive zone so the clearance
cannot be automatic as each
issue needs a closer look.

The land laws protect the
interest of ethic community and
any change of title requires
approval at highest level.

According to 5th
Employment Un-employment
survey of Labour Bureau 2015-
16, Sikkim has second highest
unemployment rate (after
Tripura) of 18.1 per cent. This
implies jobless growth in the
State.

 Growth rate of GSDP has
not kept pace with revenues of
the State.

Regarding the
Infrastructure issues and poor
connectivity in Sikkim, the
Commission observed:

  A small  airport  with
limited capacity has become
operational, however the number
of flights to the airport are limited
are not frequent.

 Sikkim also lacks rail
networks.

The State is  entirely
dependent on the National
Highway-10 (NH-10), the only
link with the rest of the country.
The frequent road disruptions
due to natural calamities on this
single lane road creates huge
problem for transportation of
goods resulting in rise in prices
of essential goods and high cost

of living in the State.
Difficult  geographical

terrain, recurring devastation
and its impact on maintaining
assets are other challenges for
development of manufacturing
industries in Sikkim.

According to the State
Memorandum –

 The tax collected before
GST regime from some of the
ancillary industries associated
with pharmaceuticals, has been
flowing out in the form of input
tax credit to main producers.

Sikkim did not need GST
compensation in year 2018-19.

Representatives of Sikkim
Chamber of Commerce,Cipla
P h a r m a c e u t i c a l , Z u v e n t u s
P h a r m a c e u t i c a l , I n t a s
Pharmaceutical ,  Marchak
Manufacturing Pvt.  Ltd.
Corrugated Boxes,  Sikkim
Disti l leries Ltd. ,  Sun
Pharmaceuticals, Mato-Potter,
Designer  Candles, Temi Tea
Estate, Tea Bag & Flavoured Tea,
Bamboo Handicrafts ,
Government Fruit Preservation
and Simsar Bakery attended the
meeting.

The Commission noted all
the concerns highlighted by the
representatives of the Sikkim
Trade and Industry and
promised to address them in its
recommendations to the Central
Government. (PIB)

Returning Officer (South) chairs meeting

Log on to www.ipr.sikkim.gov.in

Keep Sikkim

Clean and Green

South District receives nil nominations
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Government of Sikkim
Department of Sports & Youth Affairs

White Hall Complex, Gangtok, East Sikkim
Press release/Information

The Department of Sports & Youth Affairs is conducting Selection Trials at District Level in four districts
and State Level at Gangtok to select a Sikkim State U-17 Girls Football Team to participate at 65th National
School Football U-17 Girls Championship 2019-20 to be held at Ajmer Rajasthan from October 21st to 25th

October 2019.

Selection Trials

Districts Dates Venues

West 25/9/2019 Wednesday, 10 AM Jorethang Play ground

South 26/9/2019 Thursday, 10 AM Namchi Singithang ground

East 28/9/2019 Saturday, 10 AM Reshithang, Khel Gaon

North 30/9/2019  Monday, 10 AM Mangan Playground

State Level Selection 3/10/2019 Thursday,10 AM Paljor Stadium, Gangtok

All interested football players of respective district born on or after 01-01-2003 (U-17yrs),  studying in
12th or below class but not below 6th Standard,  can attend the selection trials as mentioned above with
Xerox copy of Date of Birth Certificate and Reading Certificate of Schools. For further details may contact
District Officers/Assistant Director Sports of respective BACs.

Contact Nos: East- 9647859222,  West-9647871168,  North-9800254352  &  South- 9434213738

Deputy Director HQ
Department of Sports & Youth Affairs

Government of Sikkim

In the Court of the District Magistrate,
East Sikkim, Gangtok

(Order under Section 144 Cr. P.C of 1973)
Dated: 22/09/2019

To: The Public In general; East District, (Except members
or Sikkim Police, Sikkim Armed Police, Central Paramilitary
Forces and Army)

Whereas The Election Commission of India has announced
Bye  Election 2019 to 24 Martam Rumtek (BL) and 27 - Gangtok (BL)
Assembly of the Sikkim Legislative Assembly and

Whereas, it is likely that during the campaign period
processions, rally, public meeting etc will be organized by the various
candidates and their supporters and during the process there is a

likelihood of breach of public order and
Whereas I am satisfied that an immediate preventive action

is warranted in the whole of East District to prevent disturbance of

public peace and tranquality.
Now therefore, I, Raj Yadav, IAS, District Magistrate, East

District, Gangtok, in exercise of the powers vested in me under Section

144 of Cr. P.C 1973, do hereby pass fonowing orders:
A. Prohibition on Assembly of People in groups :-
1. There shall be no Assembly of 5 (five) or more persons

sloganeering, demonstrating, rallying, dharna, shouting,
campaigning or carrying out any other activities without permission
from the competent authority which may cause disturbance to the

process of Election, public peace and tranquility.
B. Prohibition on possessing Arms:-
1. No person shall possess or transport any fire arms, arms

other than fire arms such as Sword, Khukuri, Bamphok, Draggers,
Bayonets, Spears (including lances and javelins), Cattish (Caput),
Battle Axes, Knife and all other such weapons with sharp edges but

excluding other equipments designed for Domestic, Agricultural
Scientific or Industrial purpose.

2. No person who is;

(a) Taking part in election campaign or;
(b) Attending a public meeting or;
(c) Visiting Polling Station or office of the Returning Officer /

Asstt. Returning Offier shall carry with him Lathi, Stick or any tool
which can be used as weapon.

C. Restriction on movement of vehicles:-
During the election campaign or otherwise, movement in

form of vehicular rally of more than three vehicles is prohibited. This
shall not be applicable to the following:-

(a) Vehicles engaged in Law & Order duties and other poll
related official duties;

(b) Vehicles used by Security Personnel for discharge of their

duties;
Further no vehicle will be used in any election campaign

without the express permission frorn the competent authority.

D. Restriction Communication oral or written:-
(i) No person shall be givins verbal, printed or written matter

published or thereby disseminates any matter which may cause

hatred between different section of Society or provoke or incite people
to violence.

(ii) No person shall use loud speakers installed on a vehicle,

without due permission of the District Superintendent of Police.
(iii) No slogan shouting is permitted after 5.00 PM in any

gathering or in moving vehicle.

E. Restriction on Cross Border Movements:-
No person shall enter and exit East District by crossing the

inter State Border except through designated Check Post at following

locations:-
(a) Rangpo Check Post
(b) Rhenock Reshi Check Post

This shall not be applicable to the Government Officials doing
so in discharge of their duties.

As this is a case of emergency and circumstances do not

admit personnel service, this order is passed ex-parte.
The order will come in force with immediate effect and will

remain in force till the Election process is over, unless withdrawn

earlier. This order shall apply to the area comprised within the border
of East District of the State of Sikkim.

All Sub-Divisional Magistrates, Sector Magistrates, Sector

Officer-in-Charge of Police Stations are directed to ensure strict
compliance of these prohibitory orders.

Given under my hand and seal today the 22nd day of Sept,

2019.

Memo No. 250/DCE/                                                         Date:22/9/2019

Sd/-
(Raj Yadav, lAS)

District Magistrate, East Sikkim,
Gangtok

In the Court of the District Magistrate,
East Sikkim, Gangtok

(Order under Section 144 Cr. P.C of 1973)
Dated: 21/09/2019

To: The Public In general; South District, (Except members or Sikkim Police, Sikkim Armed Police,
Central Paramilitary Forces and Army)

Whereas The Election Commission of India has announced Bye Election to the 10-Poklok Kamrang
Constituency of the Legislative Assembly of Sikkim and

Whereas, it is likely that during the campaign period processions, rally, public meeting etc will be
organized by the various candidates and their supporters and during these events there is likelihood of
breach of public order and

Whereas I am satisfied that an immediate preventive action is warranted in the whole of South
District to prevent disturbance of public Peace and Tranquality.

Now therefore, I, Ragul K, IAS District Magistrate, South District, Namchi in exercise of the
powers vested in me under Section 144 of Cr. P.C 1973 do hereby pass fonowing orders:

A. Prohibition on Assembly of People in groups :-
1. There shall be no assembly of 5 (five} or more persons sloganeerlng, demonstrating, rallying,

dharna, shouting, campaigning or carrying out any other activities without permission from the competent
authority which may cause disturbance to the process of election, public peace and tranquility.

B. Prohibition on possessing Arms:-
1. No person shall possess or transfer any fire arms, arms other than fire arms such as Sword,

Khukuri, Bamphok, Draggers, Bayonets, Spears (including lances and javelins), Cattish (catapult), Battle
Axes, Knife and all other such weapons with sharp edges but excluding other equipments designed for
Domestic, Agrioultural Scientific or Industrial purpose.

2. No person is:-
(a) Taking part in election campaign or;
(b) Attending a public meeting or;
(c) Visiting Polling Station or office of the Returning Officer / Asstt. Returning Offier shall carry with

him Lathi, Stick or any tool which can be used as weapon.
C. Restriction on movement of vehicles:-

During the election campaign or otherwise, movement in form of vehicular rally of more than three
vehicles is prohibited. This shall not be applicable to the following:-

(a) Vehicles engaged in Law & Order duties and other poll related official duties;
(b) Vehicles used by Security Personnel for discharge of their duties;

Further no vehicle will be used in any election campaign without  the express permission from the
competent authority.

D. Restriction on communication oral or written:
(i) No person shall be givins verbal, printed or written matter published or thereby disseminating any

matter which may cause hatred between different sections of Society or prove or incite people to
violence.

(ii) No person shall use loud speakers installed on a vehicle, without due permission of  the District
Superintendent of Police/Concerned SHO.

(iii) No slogan shouting is permitted after 5.00 PM in any gathering or any moving vehicle.
E.  Restriction on Cross Border Movements:

No person shall enter and exit South District by crossing the inter State Border except through
designated check post at following locations:-

(a) Melli Check Post
(b) Rambang Check Post
(c) Jorethang Majhitar Check Post

This shall not be applicable to the Government Officials doing so in discharge of their duties.
The order will continue in force with immediate effect and will remain in force till the election

process is over, unless withdrawn earlier. This order shall apply to the area compromised within the
border of South District of the state of Sikkim.

All Sub-Division Magistrates, Sector Magistrates and Station House Officer of Police Stations are
directed to ensure strict compliance of this prohibitory order.

Given under my hand and seal today the 21st day of September, 2019.

Memo No. 05/DCE/Elec       Date:21/09/2019

Sd/-
(Ragul K, lAS)

District Magistrate, South Sikkim, Namchi
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Gangtok, September 20: Chief
Secretary Mr. A. K.Shrivastava
accompanied by State Relief
Commissioner Mrs. Ambika
Pradhan called on the  Governor
Mr. Ganga Prasad at Raj Bhawan
for providing updates on the
disaster that struck on September
16 evening at two villages of
Yuksom block in West Sikkim.

The Chief Secretary also
submitted the report sent to the
government by West District
Collector on the extent of damage
caused by the landslide and status
of rescue and rehabilitation

initiated by the district
administration and State
government. The Chief Secretary
also briefed the  Governor on the
rehabilitation of displaced families
both on short term and long term
basis by the State Government.

The Governor expressed his
concern on the status of villagers
currently accommodated at relief
camp at Yuksom following the
calamity triggered by incessant
rainfall and enquired about the
facilities and amenities being
provided in the relief camp. He
stressed on the need to implement

effective and efficient
rehabilitation measures since the
rescue process is over including
relocating the habitation at the
suitable place.

As an immediate relief, the
Governor announced to contribute
in Chief Minister Relief Fund and
dispatch the relief material such as
blankets, packaged food items,
and mats for providing succor to
the distressed families. He also
expressed his deep sadness and
grief on the loss of life of one
elderly lady on the said calamity.

sector while adding that policies
are being framed to remove these
bottlenecks.

The Chief Minister, while
elucidating on the success of the
Panchayati Raj System in the
state, requested the Commission
to recommend policies to
strengthen it further. He also
spoke on the booming tourism
industry of the state and
informed that all tourism
activities are being undertaken in
a sustainable manner. The Chief
Minister also spoke about the
need to create and strengthen
institutes in the state to carry out
research work on climate change,
sustainability, water management
amongst others. He also stressed
on the trend amongst the youth
for failing to look beyond
government employment and
asserted that the state
government is committed
towards making the Sikkimese
youth self-reliant through skill
development and
entrepreneurship activities. For
achieving all these purposes, the
Chief Minister conveyed that a
high-level task force is working
towards addressing these
hindrances that come in the way
of achieving the set targets.

In conclusion, the Chief
Minister articulated that Sikkim
is a small state with big dreams
and a long-standing legacy of
being termed a model state in
many parameters of development,
and thus, solicited the support
of the Commission in bringing to
fruition the aims and aspirations
of the people of the state. He
concluded his address by
attesting that Sikkim is fully
committed towards helping the
country realize the ambition of
becoming a five trillion-dollar
economy as targeted by Prime
Minister of India Mr. Narendra
Modi.

Chief Secretary Mr. A.K.
Shrivastava also made key
submissions before the
Commission, while Additional
Chief Secretary Finance Mr. S.C.
Gupta made a detailed
presentation on various areas of
fiscal health of the State and
placed the demands of the State
before the Commission.

Chief Secretary presented
highlights of Sikkim’s
achievements and status in the
field of green governance,
education, sanitation, tourism
and health parameters amongst
others. He gave a briefing on the
current finance and revenue
standing of the state and
underscored the need for the
state to receive bonuses based
on its continued peace and

growth trajectory. Putting
forward issues like the lack of a
robust system of connectivity
within the state, the Chief
Secretary concluded his address
with the need for the state to have
a system of security for all its
natural resources.

After thorough
deliberation and observations by
the Members, the final comments
were made by Chairman of 15th

Finance Commission, Mr. N.K.
Singh. He thanked the Chief
Minister for placing pertinent
issues of the State before the
Commission and assured that all
the points have been noted
positively.

Appreciating the
tremendous progress the state is
making, the Chairman said that
“Sikkim can be a driver of
National growth momentum” and
gave his assurances that core
issues like connectivity,
education and healthcare would
receive the highest
recommendations from the
Commission.

The Chairman assured that
the Commission would consider
the vision and the challenges
presented by the state
government while submitting
their recommendations to the
President of India. He
acknowledged the obstacles that
the state faces in terms of
connectivity which is a key

component of development and
said that all processes to solve
this will be expedited. He was
highly appreciative of the
participation of women in the
Rural local bodies and mentioned
that the Commission would be
taking into account all  the
recommendations made in terms
of strengthening the third tier of
governance in the state.

Highlighting his
observations, the Chairman
vocalized  that the women of
Sikkim are  greatly inspiring in
terms of their  talent and hard
work and mentioned that the
reservations accorded to the
women in the state has worked
perfectly. He also expressed
positivity on the outcome of the
proposals regarding the airport
connectivity and that the all
efforts will be made to sort the
rail link bottleneck. Important
issues like disaster management,
health care were raised by the
Chairman and he also informed
that healthcare is one of the key
focus areas of the 15th Finance
Commission.

Expressing that he was
very impressed with the figures
of the surge of tourism in the
state, he suggested that a system
of collecting international
footprints of the tourists to
Sikkim should also be maintained
for better analysis. He ended his
address by stating that Sikkim is
an incredible state as the state
has more than compensated for
the challenges. He propounded
that Sikkim has a bright future and
has the potential for being the
driver for the growth momentum
of the nation. He concluded that
despite their own confines and
constitutional mandates, the
Commission is considerate of the
challenges faced by Sikkim. Later,
the Chairman thanked the state
for the warmth and hospitality
extended to the visiting delegates
of the 15th Finance Commission.

The Members of the
Commission made inquiries and
also shared their observations
and suggestions on different
sectors of the state like
healthcare, education,
connectivity and environment
while maintaining throughout
that it is important to focus on
the outcome rather than the way
the budget is utilized.

Earlier,  a power point
presentation on the power
scenario in the State was made
by Secretary, Power Department
Mr. K.B. Kunwar.

The vote of thanks was
proposed by Additional Chief
Secretary Finance cum

Development Commissioner, Mr.
V. B. Pathak.

After the meeting with the
State Government, the Chairman
and Members of the 15th Finance
Commission held a meeting with
the State Trade and Industry
bodies.

The meeting deliberated
on the economic scenario of
Sikkim vis-à-vis trade and
commerce, and issues such as
GST, employment,
entrepreneurship, and issues and
challenges faced by private
institutions/companies were
broadly discussed. The Sikkim
Chamber of Commerce also made
various submissions before the
Commission.

The Commission noted the
proposals submitted by the
representatives of trade and
industry in the state.

The meeting also had the
presence and participation of
Additional Chief Secretary,
Commerce and Industries
Department, Dr. Thomas Chandy
and senior officers of the
Department, as well as senior
executives of private companies
functioning in the State, among
other stakeholders.

Later, the Chairman and
Members of the 15th Finance
Commission addressed a press
conference and shared broad
observations of the
Commission’s deliberations with
the State Government and all
stakeholders over the past two
days.

Earlier on September 23,
the delegates of the 15th Finance
Commission led by Chairman, Mr.
N.K. Singh held separate
meetings with Rural Local
Bodies, Urban Local Bodies, and
Political Parties.

The Chairman and
Members of the Commission were
apprised about the various
initiatives of each of these
institutions as well as issues and
challenges faced. The
Commission noted the
submissions made by the
representatives, for onward
recommendation to the
Government of India.

It may be mentioned
here that the delegates of the 15th

Finance Commission reached the
State capital on September 23.

On the arrival, the high
level delegation led by Chairman
Mr. N.K. Singh was accorded a
warm welcome by Chief Secretary,
Mr. A.K. Shrivastava and senior
officers of the State Government.

Chief Secretary along with State Relief Commissioner call
on Governor
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Governor meets...
while Mr. Sebasis Banerjee
provided  brief insight into the
training module and schedule of
the induction training.

The Governor in his brief
address  invoked the volunteers
to be the agent of transformation
of society towards achieving the
vision of New India. He called
upon the youth to lead the society
on campaigns and missions of

national importance such as Jal
Sangrakshan, doubling farmers
income by 2022, ban on single use
plastic, Swachhata and Sanitation
Campaign, prevention of
substance abuse and alcoholism
among youth etc. and bring
transformation in society for better
and sustainable future.

The Governor also
conveyed his blessings and best
wishes to each volunteers for
bright and successful future of
volunteers in their respective
spheres of work in society.

Gangtok, September 24: The
Chairperson 15th Finance
Commission  Mr.  N. K. Singh
called on the Chief Minister Mr.
Prem Singh Tamang (Golay) in his
office at Tashiling Secretariat,
today.

After exchanging the
pleasantries, the Chairperson
expressed his deep concern about
the present road condition
between Sevoke – Rangpo,
however, he expressed his
satisfaction and said that  Rangpo-
Gangtok road condition is far
better.

The two road stretches are
been looked after by West Bengal
and National Highways and
Infrastructure Development
Corporation Limited (NHIDCL)
owned company of the Ministry
of  Road Transport and  Highways,
respectively.

The Chief Minister Mr. Prem
Singh Tamang (Golay) informed
the Chairperson Mr. N.K. Singh

Chairperson 15th Finance Commission calls on Chief  Minister

that he has already expressed his
concern over the poor road
conditions and written to the Home
Ministry and also raised the issue
in the recently concluded North
East Council meeting in Guwahati.

The Chairperson also
assured that he will also raise this

issue of bad road conditions with
the Union Minister  for Road
Transport and Highways Mr. Nitin
Gadkari and also with the
Chairperson of National Highway
Authority.


