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Pearls  of Wisdom

Hope is but the dream of those who wake.
- Matthew Prior
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Gangtok, July 29: Director
General of Doordarshan, Mrs.
Supriya Sahu and her team from
Delhi called on Chief Minister Mr.
Prem Singh Tamang (Golay) at his
residence, today.

The Director General
informed the Chief Minister that
the purpose for her visit is to take
stock of the situation with regards
to the functioning of  DDK at
Gangtok. She said that the main
aim was to make  DDK fully
functioned with satellite
broadcasting and equip it with all
the modern technologies. 

The Chief Minister thanked
the Director General for the kind
consideration and requested that
Sikkim be connected to the
mainstream National media so that
the state gets proper coverage. He
also stated that the state has lot of
unique things to present  to the
rest of the world through its
different culture, traditions, sports
which needs to be showcased and
thus the functioning of the DKK
at  Gangtok would be a great step
towards achieving  the goal. He
also elucidated that recruitment of

local people who hold expertise in
Mass Media would motivate the
youth. At the end, he extended all
support possible towards the
common goal.

The Director General also
informed about the  launch ‘Hello
Sikkim’ series which will highlight
local events and have informative
slots. 

Similarly, the Doordarshan
team from Delhi headquarters
called on the Chief Secretary, Mr.
A. K Shrivastava. Secretary,
Department of IPR, Dr. Sherap
Shenga and Secretary  for
Department of Tourism and Civil
Aviation, Ms. Namrata Thapa were
present in the meeting along with
the team. 

The Doordarshan Team had
the presence of Director General,
Ms. Supriya Sahu; Officer on
Special Duty, Mr. Srinivasan
Sreeram; Asst. Director, DDK
Gangtok Mr. Ashok Kumar; Asst.
Engineer, DDK Gangtok, Mr. Hari
Gopal Sharma and Broadcast

Gangtok, July 31: The third day
of Budget Session 2019-20 of
Sikkim Legislative Assembly
began with the question hour.

Minister-in-Charge of
Tourism and Civil  Aviation
Department, Mr. B.S Pant while
replying to a question raised by
MLA Ms. Sunita Gajmer
regarding a detailed list of funds
received by the state on
Swadesh Darshan Scheme said
that under the Swadesh  Darshan
Scheme- 1 in the year 2015-16
the approval amount was ` 98.04
Crore, the amount released by
the Ministry so far is `78.44
Crore and the expenditure till
date is `75.95 Crore.

The Minister  further
informed that fund approved for
the Swadesh Darshan Scheme 2
in the year 2016-17 was `95.32
Crore, the amount released by
the Ministry so far is `73.21
Crore and the expenditure till
date is ` 36.96 Crore. The funds
received under this scheme have
been utilized and are being used
in many projects and locations.

The reports of utilization
certificate submitted to the
centre and to be submitted under
Swadesh Darshan Scheme 1 are
`92.55 cr  and `5.49 cr,
respectively. Other reports to be
submitted to the centre are

revised DPR, Completion
Certificate, as built drawing,
work order, final bill, date of
completion and handing over to
the department by the
Contractor,  impact  on
employment generation,
operation and management plan,
and under Swadesh Darshan
Scheme 2 are `44.63 Crore and
`50.69 Crore, respectively.

Under the Swadesh
Darshan Yojana as per the
guidelines of the Ministry of
Tourism of the Government of
India, the amount cannot be used
in other activities and the funds
received under this scheme from
the year 2014 have not been
used in any other works.

The percentage of funds
under the Swadesh Darshan
Scheme 1 is 6.0% and Swadesh
Darshan Scheme 2 is 6.25%
which includes Consultant Fees,
Miscellaneous Fees as well as
others that have been taken out
of construction. The centre has
not asked for any other report
under this scheme, he stated.

 Similarly, Minister-in-
Charge of Health Care, Human
Services and Family Welfare
Department Dr. M.K Sharma
replied to the question  raised
by MLA Soreng Chakhung
Constituency Mr. Aditya Golay

regarding the present state and
condition of Super Speciality
Hospital at Sochaygang stated
that  for  the hospital  at
Sochaygang, initial number of
beds planned were 575 beds. The
initial estimated cost of the
project  was `400 crores as
framed by Buildings & Housing
Department.The amount put to
tender  was ` 400 Crore. The
amount of work order was
`372.80 Crore.

The total  amount the
department spent on purchase
of medicines and essential drugs
annually from 2009-10 to 2018-
19 including all schemes of
Central and State Government is
`12019.80 lakhs. He also said
that the hospital was started
before its time, so it is not in
proper order; many engineering
works are pending which needs
to be completed and the
condition needs to be improved
as soon as possible. He assured
that the present government is
looking forward to fulfil the
needs.

Replying to a question put
forward by MLA Mr. Bishnu
Kumar Sharma, Minister-in-
Charge of Animal Husbandry
Department Mr. L.N Sharma
informed the House that the
Department has distributed 824
number of milch cows in the last
f ive years.  He shared that
according to the Estimate
Survey Report  carried out
regularly by the Department
under Integrated Sample  Survey
Scheme for Estimation of Milk,
Meat and  Egg, data revealed
that milk production in the State
has increased significantly in
the last five years. The State
annual milk production has
reached 61.244 thousand tons
from 49.990 ton in year 2014-15.
The State is producing 1.68
lakhs litres of milk per day; thus,
milk production has increased

DG (Doordarshan)and team
call on Chief Minister and
Chief Secretary
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District Diary

Namchi,  July 25: A co-
ordination meeting was chaired
by DC (South) Mr. Ragul K. to
discuss the launch of Measles
and Rubella (MR) vaccination
campaign at district level, which
is scheduled for a state wide
launch by Health Care, Human
Services and Welfare Department
from July 29. The meeting was
held at the  DAC, Namchi, today.

Addressing the meeting,
DRCHO(South), Dr. Junita
Yonzon informed that the
vaccination campaign supported
by WHO, UNICEF is being held
to protect children against
measles and rubella which are
highly contagious viral diseases.

Namchi, July 25: Minister  for
Animal Husbandry, Livestock,
Fisheries and Veterinary
Services Department, Mr. L.N
Sharma inaugurated Late Hasta
Maya Sharma Memorial Bigyani
Milk Producers Co-operative
Society (MPCS) at Lower
Paiyong, Melli Dara, South
Sikkim, today.

After the inauguration,
Minister Mr. L.N Sharma
inspected  the  newly
constructed  building
thoroughly and interacted with
the members and milk producers
of  MPCS. He also announced
to install an additional facility
of computer screen in the MPCS
and handed-over a token from
his personal level.

Thereafter,  he
comprehensively visited
infrastructures of Agriculture
and Animal Husbandry
Department at Upper Paiyong.
Minister expressed deep
concern about  the current  state
of existing infrastructure which
was found to be dysfunctional.

After visiting the
Agriculture office, he gave
instructions to the concerned
Secretary to depute more than
ten employees appointed  under
One Family One Job schemes
along with an officer from the
district for monitoring, so as to
revive the infrastructure
functional within ten days and
to carry out fodder plantation.
He also gave instructions to
provide seeds, saplings and
other facilities based on the
demands placed by the farmers.
The Minister also visited the

Mangan, July 25: The Social
Justice, Empowerment and
Welfare Department organized a
day-long awareness programme
on Scholarship Scheme for North
District at the Conference Hall of
North District Zilla Panchayat,
Bhawan, today.

During the programme,
Additional Secretary Mrs. Benu
Gurung informed that the
programme aims at sensitizing
and  disseminating information
on the various provisions of the
scholarship such as Post Matric
scholarship to ST, SC and Central
OBC students, Dr. B.R Ambedkar
Post Matric Scholarship to EBC
(State OBC) students, Pre-Matric
Scholarship to ST, SC, OBC and
Minority students, Post-Matric
scholarship to Minority
students, Merit-cum-means
based scholarship to Minority
Students, National Fellowship
and Scholarship for Higher
Education of ST students
(formally Top Class Education
for ST students), Pre-Matric
Scholarship for students with
disabilities, Post-Matric
Scholarship for students with
disabilities and Scholarship for
Top Class Education for
students  with disabilities.

Mrs. Benu Gurung
mentioned that the scholarship
scheme also includes children
whose parents belong to
occupation such as rag pickers.
Children  from this  community
are exempted from providing the

The campaign cover all
children between the age of 9
months to 15 years. She
emphasized  that the objective of
the campaign is to eliminate
measles by the year 2020. Dr.
Junita also added that the
campaign will initially cover all
Government schools, followed by
community based approach
which will include Aaganwadi
Centres.

It was also informed in the
meeting that the district level
programme on launch of Measles
and Rubella (MR) vaccination
campaign will be held at New
Secondary School (Namchi) on
July 29 simultaneously with the

state wide campaign launch in
Gangtok.The campaign will be
carried out with support of
stakeholders from departments
such as  HRDD, Women and
Child Welfare Department, IPR
Department, RM&DD and PRI,
UDHD, S&YA Department,
Labour Department and NGOs.

Mr. Ragul K. urged the
stakeholders to work in co-
ordination to ensure widespread
success of  the campaign.  He also
emphasized on the need for
awareness amongst the public so
that  parents  and guardians  bring
their children to avail  vaccination.

Anganwadi Centre in the
Agriculture office premises and
interacted with the children.

He also visited the on
going construction of Feed Mill
Plant and interacted with the
local people and instructed the
Contractors to maintain quality
while executing their work.
Similarly, he also paid visit to
Agro Service Centre and
directed the concerned
Secretary to provide necessary
requirements for the upkeep of
the Centre.

The Minister was also
informed that a crusher machine
for different grains was not
installed in the centre after
being purchased in 1991. Based
on that report, the Minister
instructed the concerned official
to constitute a committee which
will conduct an enquiry and
submit report within a month.

The Minister also
inspected a Stockman Centre of
Animal Husbandry Department
at Lower Paiyong and
expressed deep concern over
the condition of the Centre and
instructed for immediate transfer
of technical staff to the Centre,
and to arrange required
furniture and power
connectivity.

Later, he addressed a
public gathering at Bigyani
Government Primary school. In
his address, the Minister
informed that the closed office
of Agriculture and Animal
Husbandry Department will be
made functional immediately, for
the convenience of the people.

He also announced to

establish  Rain-Water
Harvesting Tank  under  Prime
Minister  Krishi Sichai Yojana
at Melli Paiyong GPU.

Further, the Minister
announced to provide Power
Tiller to Bigyani MPCS and
SadamSuntaley GPU within a
month.

Speaking in the context of
public complain raised against
misuse of power at the Check
Post, Minister assured to
address issues seriously
through proper investigation.

He informed that the state
government will  increase the
price of milk to encourage Milk
producing farmers within few
months. Further, he urged the
farmers to be motivated and
dedicated towards their
profession which would be
lucrative to earn livelihoods.

During the programme, he
also distributed Polypipe to
Four farmers, along with  Spray
machine Seed  Bin and token of
Poly Tank (1000 Litre) to three
beneficiaries.

Further, he handed over
Letter of Appreciation to
various personalities for their
outstanding contribution in the
establishment of MPCS.

Earlier, Director (Dairy)
Animal Husbandry Department
Dr. B. M Chettri highlighted
various schemes including
Dairy Entrepreneurship
Development Scheme, Kisan
Credit Card, Departmental
Insurance Scheme, National
Livestock Mission, Poultry,
Piggery and Goat farming.

North Sikkim sensitized on Scholarship
Schemes of Government

Certification of Identification.
It was also revealed that

only 14 students from the district
have availed  this scholarship.
She urged the District School
Administrators to do their best
to make sure that the students
who are eligible can avail the
above-mentioned scholarship.

She further informed that
the students who are eligible can
now register online through state
portal: www.sikkim.gov.in and
w w w. s c h o l a r s h i p . g o v. i n .
Students who belong to SC and
OBC category (Class I to X) can
register through a manual form.

District Collector (North)
Mr. Rinzing Chewang Bhutia said
that the statistics of  the students
receiving scholarship were
disheartening. He directed the
Panchayats, Teachers and
Headmasters to work towards
increasing the numbers. He
encouraged the schools to lend
assistance to make sure the
students can benefit from the
scholarship schemes of the State
and the Centre.

During the programme,
eight students from the district
received sponsorship from
‘Sponsorship and Foster Care
Fund’ from the hands of the DC
(North). The S&FCF was
sponsored by District Child
Protection Unit (North) under
Integrated Child Protection
Scheme (ICPS), SJE & WD,
Government of Sikkim.

Gyalshing, July 26: District
Magistrate (West), Mr. Karma R.
Bonpo attended the civic action
programme closing ceremony of
twenty-day computer training
programme at Government
Industrial Training Instutute
(ITI), Gyalshing organized by 36th

Bn. SSB (Gyalshing).
More than 25 youth

belonging to impoverished
sections of the society were
imparted with basic computer
skills during the training.

Speaking on the occasion,
Mr. Karma R. Bonpo recounted
the contribution of the brave

Mangan, July 25: North District
Independence Day Celebration
Committee convened a co-
ordination  meeting with regard
to the Independence Day
Celebration with the head of
offices of the District
Administrative Centre at the
Conference Hall of DAC
(Mangan), today.

Presiding over the meeting,
District Magistrate (North) Mr.
Rinzing  Chewang  Bhutia, who
is also the President of the
Independence Day Celebration
Committee, spoke on the
significance of the Independence
Day and opined that every head
of office and employee should
contribute in making the
Independence Day Celebration a
grand success.

SP (North), Mr. Sonam
Gyatso Bhutia who is also the

DM (West) attends Civic Action Programme at Gyalshing

army who fought the Kargil War
and sacrificed their lives for the
country.

He expressed his gratitude
towards the SSB Team for
organising the programme and
contributing towards the
development of the district.

To strengthen the capacity
and quality of the institute, the
District Administrative Centre
has always rendered support
towards the institute and for
speedy development he urged
the SSB team to organise more
skill development, programmes in
future.

Delivering the welcome
address, Commandant Officer,
Mr. R. M Mishra took the
opportunity to pay tribute to the
Indian soldiers on 20th

Anniversary of Kargil War. He
informed that the Civic Action
Programme (CAP) are the
programmes and activities  carried
out for the welfare and upliftment
of the border population and to
transform the perception of
people to get desired results.

The celebration also had
the certificate distribution to the
participants, cultural programmes
and distribution of mementos.

Late Hasta Maya Sharma Memorial Bigyani MPCS inaugurated

president of North District
Football Association, has
informed that the NDFA will  host
Men’s Open “MLA Challenge
Football Tournament” which will
kick off on July 28 at Mangan
public ground. Altogether, 25
teams will participate  in  the
Men’s Open football  tournament.
Winner of the tournament will be
accorded with the cash prize of
`1,20,000/-(one lakh twenty
thousand) and  ` 60,000 (sixty
thousand) to the runner-up.

Similarly, Women’s Open
football  tournament will be
played under the “Beti Bachao
Beti Padhao” scheme.

During the meeting, SDM
(Mangan) Mr. Samdup Bhutia
urged the heads of offices to
carry out their entrusted duties
positively.

North District Independence Day Celebration
Committee conducts co-ordination meeting

DC (South) chairs meeting

Information

With reference to letter. No. 29/ADMN/SLAs/474 dated 15th July 2019,
from the Additional Secretary (Adm), Sikkim Legislative Assembly, ‘no
electronic gadgets which includes still cameras/video tools/
Smartphones/I-pads etc shall be allowed to be carried inside the gallery
during the session except  Information and  Public Relations Department
and if they need photographs for publication, they may kindly obtain
the same from IPR Department.’
It is to further add that as per the ‘Guidelines for video Recording and

Telecasting of the Proceedings,’ it has been mentioned that, ‘the
proceedings of Sikkim Legislative  Assembly  shall be recorded through
Department of IPR, Government of Sikkim, Doordarshan (DD) and All
India Radio (AIR).’

This is for information to all please.
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Gangtok, July 25:The Forest,
Environment and Wildlife
Management Department in
collaboration with Ministry of
Environment, Forest and Climate
Change (MoEFCC), Government
of India and UNDP-India held a
project inception workshop for
the Global Environment
Facility(GEF) funded project
SECURE Himalaya at  the
Conference Hall of Chintan
Bhawan, today.

Minister  for  Forest ,
Environment and Wildlife
Management Department, Mr.
Karma Loday Bhutia was present
as the chief guest.

Ini t iated in 2017,  the
project  aims to ensure
conservation of locally and
globally significant biodiversity
land and  forest  resources in the
Himalayan ecosystem, spread
over four states of Himachal
Pradesh, Jammu and Kashmir,
Uttarakhand and Sikkim.

In Sikkim, the project was
launched in 2018 and strives to
init iatea landscape level
conservation approach in the
conservation of snowleopard
and its habitat while ensuring
sustainable l ivelihoods for
communities inhabiting the
selected areas of  North and
West districts of Sikkim.

The workshop began with
a short video message prepared
by communications-cum-design
partner Ecostream, Gangtok
introducing the background of
the project.

In his opening address
CCF, Forest, Environment and
W i l d l i f e M a n a g e m e n t
Department welcomed the
dignitaries and the participants
present.  He gave a brief
introduction of the SECURE
Himalaya project highlighting
its aims and objectives.

Chief Technical Advisor,
UNDP India, Dr. S.K Khanduri
spoke on the genesis of the
project .  He said that  snow
leopard has been identifiedas
one of the 17 endangered
species in India and SECURE
Himalaya project will focus
mainly on conserving the
habitats within the snow leopard
ranges in Sikkim while also
enhancing lives and livelihoods
oflocal communities. He further
informed that those areas that
areoutside the protected area but
are part of the habitat will also
becovered under the project.

He spoke on the four main
components of  the  project
which are as follows: Effective
management  for conservation of
endangered species and their
habitats and sustaining critical
ecosystem services, Securing
sustainable community
livelihoods in high Himalayan
e c o s y s t e m s , E n f o r c e m e n t ,
monitoring and cooperation to
reduce wildlife related threats
and Improved knowledge,
policy  and  information  systems
for  promotion of landscape
conservation approaches. He
further said that environment
and wildlife conservation is a
matter of greatconcern globally,

Project Inception workshop for
Project SECURE Himalaya held

hence it is time that we also
focus on convergence
ofdifferent sectors to ensure
that environmental impact is
minimum.

Principal Secretary-cum-
Principal Chief Conservator of
Forest  (PCCF),Mr.  M.L
Srivastava  briefly  outlined
some of the achievements ofthe
state in terms of environment
protection.He said that
geographically Sikkim may be
small in area but is rich in
biodiversity. He outlinedsome
of the significant achievements
of the state in terms
ofenvironment protection. He
advised that the project should
make use of  the database that is
already available and start from
there.

Furthermore,  he
emphasized on the need for
convergence with other ongoing
schemes of related  departments.

Minister  Mr.  Karma
LodayBhutia, in his address,
said that he had conceptualised
‘A Day for Mother Earth’ which
is to be observed on July 07
every year wherein no vehicle
would be plied for seven minutes
at 11 AM throughout the state.
The step is taken as an effort
towards reducing carbon
emission. He expressed his
concern regarding proper
implementation ofcentral funds
that are received for various
projects. He also shared his
concern regarding over-
population of certain species of
fauna which is causing man-
animal conflict. He suggested
that plant species thatare not
edible and are of no use to the
animals should not be
introduced.  He shared his
previous experiences of having
worked as aforester and urged
everyone to come together and
join hands in the conservation
efforts.

During the technical
session,  presentat ions on
project result framework and
project management structures
were made by associates of
SECURE Himalaya and UNDP.
Expected outcomes and
quantif iable targets to be
achieved by 2024 were
discussed.

State Project  Officer,
SECURE Himalaya gave a brief
overview of the project
landscape. He informed that 27
villages of  North and West
Sikkim have been  identified as
sample vil lages and pilot
demonstrat ions would be
carried out in these villages.A
briefoverview of the progress
made in Sikkim was also
presented where inannual work
plan  was also shared with the
participants.

The workshop concluded
with an open discussion and
questions put forward by the
participants were answered by
a panel of experts and officers
from Forest, Environment and
W i l d l i f e M a n a g e m e n t
Department, SECURE Himalaya
and UNDP-India.

by 18.37 percent with annual
growth rate of 3.67 percent. The
Minister  also provided the
district-wise breakup of the
milch cattle distribution in the
last five years.

On a supplementary
question by MLA Mr. Bishnu
Kumar Sharma, Minister for
Animal Husbandry Mr. L.N
Sharma informed that  the
government is taking concrete
steps to ensure that farmers get
the best price for their produce.

Replying to a question
put forth by MLA Ms. Sunita
Gajmer, Minister for Sports &
Youth Affairs Department Mr.
Kunga Nima Lepcha informed the
House that the work of up-
gradation of the playground
was initiated by the Buildings
and Housing Department, and
the work has not  yet  been
handed over to Sports & Youth
Affairs Department, nor any
intimation has been received
regarding present position of
work. He added that the Sports
& Youth Affairs Department has
not made any expenditure with
regard to the above said work.
The Minister added that till
2018-19, the state government
could not make the provision for
the up gradation of Jorethang
playground work. However,
during the current financial year,
the present Government has
proposed to make a provision of
required budget  to complete
the same.

In response to a question
put forth by MLA Mr. Bishnu
Kumar Sharma, Minister for IPR
and Printing Departments Mr.
L.N Sharma  informed  the  House
that  the Department of
Information & Public Relations
has published a total of 52 books
on former Chief Minister Mr.
Pawan Chamling from the year
1999 to 2019. The Minister
placed the list of the books in
the House.

The Minister  further
informed that the Department
has incurred a total expenditure
of ` 7,58,94,283/- (Rupees Seven
Crores Fifty-Eight Lakhs Ninety
Four Thousand Two Hundred
and Eighty Three) for
publication of these books
(serial number 1 to 45) from 1999
to 2019. He also informed that
the Department still  has an
outstanding l iabil i ty of
`1,25,76,000/- (Rupees One
Crore Twenty-Five Lakhs
Seventy-Six Thousand) for the
books from serial number 46 to
52.

On a supplementary
question  put  forth  by  MLA
Mr. Bishnu Kumar Sharma, the
Minister replied that the books
were published by the
Information & Public Relations
Department on the direction of
former  Chief  Minister Mr.
Pawan Chamling.

In reply to a question by
MLA Ms. Sunita Gajmer,
Minister-in-Charge of  Energy &
Power Department Mr. M.N
Sherpa informed the House that

the total fund allocated to Sikkim
for ‘Deendayal Upadhyay Gram
Jyoti Yojana’ from 2014 onwards
was `26.07 Crore. The Minister
also gave a detailed account of
the works being implemented by
the Government under the
Scheme throughout the State. He
also laid down the details of
fund utilized along with the
utilization certificates.

During the Legislative
Business, the Sikkim Motor
Vehicle Taxation (Amendment)
Bill, Bill No. 4 of  2019 was
passed by the House. The Bill
had been introduced by
Minister-in-Charge of Transport
Department, Government of
Sikkim, Mr. Sanjit Kharel on July
29, 2019.

The Statement of objects
and reasons of the Bill states
that in order to facilitate the
general public of Sikkim, the
State Government has deemed it
expedient to bring about an
amendment in the Sikkim Motor
Vehicle Taxation Act, 1982 to
introduce the online payment of
taxes and a one t ime tax
consisting of single / lump sum
amount payable of the existing
annual tax for 5 (five) years at a
time for all category of vehicles.
This amendment would spare the
public from the trouble of
coming to Motor Vehicle office
every year. This would also
reduce the work load of Motor
Vehicle officers and mitigate the
inconvenience caused by the
annual collection of road tax. The
Amendment also provides
flexible option of paying the tax
for one (1) or more quarterly
periods, or annually or on one-
time tax @5 (five) times of the
annual tax either directly at the
regional transport office or
through online payment. With
this objective in view, the Bill
has been framed.

The Financial Business
saw discussion,  voting and
subsequent passing of Separate
Demands for Grants of various
government departments.

The House passed the
Demands for Grants under the
Charge of Minister for Tourism
& Civil Aviation and Commerce
& Industries Departments.

Likewise, the Demands for
Grants under the charge of
Minister of Human Resource
Development,  Law, Legal ,
Legislative & Parliamentary
Affairs ,  Land Revenue &
Disaster  Management and
Sports  & Youth Affairs
Departments were passed by the
House.

The Demands for Grants
under the charge of Minister for
Urban Development & Housing
and Food, Civil Supplies and
Consumer Affairs Departments
were passed by the House. On a
question raised by MLA Mr.
Aditya  Golay, Minister  Mr.
Arun Kumar Upreti informed that
the Government has prioritized
for development and
upgradation of urban amenities
like car parks etc. of all urban
towns and sub-towns of Sikkim.

The House also passed
the Demands for Grants under
the charge of Minister  for
Energy & Power and Labour

Departments.
Likewise, the Demands for

Grants under the charge of
Minister for Forest, Environment
and Wildlife Management,
Mines, Minerals & Geology and
Science & Technology
Departments were also passed
by the House. In response to a
question put forth by MLA Mr.
Aditya Golay,  Minister  for
FE&WMD Mr. Karma Loday
Bhutia stated that  the
Department will put in place
norms providing due relaxation
for environmental clearances to
carry out development works of
the Government.

The Demands for Grants
under the charge of Minister of
Health Care, Human Services
&Family Welfare and Social
Justice, Empowerment & Welfare
Departments were also passed
by the House. Replying to a
question put forth by MLA Mr.
Aditya Golay, the Minister-in-
Charge of Health Dr.  M.K
Sharma stated that  the
Government is committed to
improve the health services in
the State and all measures would
be taken to ensure access to
quality health care services for
the people. He informed about
the recent recruitment of staff
nurses as well as the proposal
to recruit  doctors and
paramedical staff to fill the
manpower requirement in all
hospitals and health centres
throughout the State.

Likewise,  the House
passed the Demands for Grants
under the charge of Minister of
Food Security & Agriculture
Development, Horticulture &
Cash Crops Development,
Animal Husbandry, Livestock,
Fisheries & Veterinary Services,
Information & Public Relations
and Printing & Stationery
Departments. In his reply to a
question put forward by MLA
Mr. Aditya Golay Tamang,
Minister for Agriculture Mr. L.N
Sharma stated that  the
Government has laid high
emphasis on providing
adequate support  to  the farmers
to increase their production. He
added that the Government is
devising means to enhance the
minimum support price and
provide marketing  support to the
farmers. He outlined the roadmap
of the State Government
designed for progress of the
farmers in the state of Sikkim. He
stressed to shift the working
mechanism from file to field and
added that the newly formed
government has geared up to
address the existing challenges,
constraints and limitations of the
farmers. He also underlined
challenges for marketing of their
productions and highlighted on
the need to formulate a plan to
ensure minimum support price to
the farmers. He also briefed on
his visit to the governmental
farms and infrastructures of the
concerned departments and
further stressed to address the
various requirements of the
farmers as per their demands.

After  the Legislat ive
Business,  the House was
adjourned  by the Speaker till the
10:50 am of August 01, 2019.

Contd. from front page
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Gangtok, July 26: Chief Minister
Mr. Prem Singh Tamang (Golay)
addressed a public gathering at
Sonamati Memorial Government
Senior Secondary School,
Khamdong, today.

The Chief Minister, in his
address, outlined the significance
of  Kargil  Vijay Diwas and paid
tribute to the brave Indian soldiers
who sacrificed their lives for the
country. He said that it was on this
day in the year 1999 that our brave
heroes fought relentlessly against
the Pakistani force in Kargil. The
sacrifices made by the Army  for
the country is an example selfless
devotion and a duty of a true
patriot. He extended his respect
and salutation to the Armies and
their families.

Chief Minister Mr. P. S
Tamang (Golay) said India is a

sacred land and to be an Indian is
a matter of great pride. We should
feel a sense of pride for our armies,
of the sacrifices they make for the
safety and security of the country
and for choosing the country
before their families and friends.
The sacrifices made by them are
unparalleled and our praises will
never be sufficient in comparison
to that he said. Elucidating his
thoughts he said that there is no
greater wealth than the wealth of
education in the World and
education only can help one reach
unimaginable heights. He also
urged people not to believe in
rumours and baseless propaganda
and to maintain communal
harmony since Sikkim is known for
its peace and security. We should
also respect every religion, every
religious guru, every religious

book and everyone’s religious
beliefs as if it is our own, he said.
With compassion in our hearts and
spirits for all, no feeling of
difference and discrimination can
affect anyone, therefore, we must
learn the true aspect of love and
unity shown by the army amongst
their fellowmen by embracing their
differences, in all their hardships
and in their deathbed also, said the
Chief Minister.

He also congratulated and
extended gratitude to the people
of Singtam- Khamdong
Constituency for giving mandate
to the present government to steer
the state to greater heights and
made strong commitment to bring
notable changes within the period
of next five years. Further, he
announced to release remaining
arrears of government employees
and pension holder at one
installment shortly after the
upcoming Budget Session.

The Chief  Minister ended
his note by appreciating the
initiative of promoting rural areas
by organising such events at rural
areas like Khamdong, rather than
choosing the capital and the
district headquarters.

The programme  also had
the presence of Speaker (SLA) Mr.
L. B Das, Deputy Speaker (SLA)
Mr. Sangay Lepcha, Cabinet
Ministers, Advisors, officials and
public at large.

Gangtok, July 26: A  meeting of
the Chief Secretary with heads of
Industrial plants in the State was
held at the conference hall of
Tashiling Secretariat, today.

The meeting was chaired by
Chief Secretary Mr. A.K
Shrivastava and had the presence
of Additional Chief Secretary,
Commerce and Industries
Department, Dr. Thomas Chandy;
Secretary, Labour  Department, Mr.
S.B Subba; Joint Labour
Commissioner, Mr. D.S Kunwar,
senior officers of Commerce and
Industries Department, and  Heads
of all industrial units operating in
the State.This was the first
meeting of industrial heads with
the Chief Secretary of the State.

Chief Secretary, in his
opening remarks, stated that this
meeting was convened to foster a
better understanding between the
Industries and the Government,
and address aberrations and
impediments, if any, on the path of
growth. He lauded the Industrial
units for their contribution to the
state and the country and assured
to strengthen areas where the
Government can better their role
as a facilitator.

The Chief Secretary sought
the information from the industry
plant heads on the following : The
details of the Industrial Units,
factories and other establishments
and purpose for which they have
been set up; the initiatives taken

Namchi, July 27: Chief Minister
Mr. Prem Singh Tamang (Golay)
visited Maniram Peri Gumpa at
Maniram Bhanjyang, today. He
offered his prayers and sought
blessings  following  which  he also
interacted with the public of the
locality.

The Chief  Minister was
accompanied by Cabinet Ministers
and Managing Committee of the
Gumpa headed by Mr. Sonam
Tshering Lama (Head Loben) along
with Tulku Tenzing Lung to Phelge,
members of Sai Samiti and local

CM offers prayers at Maniram Peri
Gumpa and Sai Mandir

gentry.
The Chief Minister also

visited Shri Shirdi Sai Baba temple
at Assangthang wherein he
extended his prayers and
interacted with the Mandir
Committee. He also visited
Assangthang Secondary School
and inaugurated the school level
football tournament  for upcoming
73rd Independence Day
celebration. During his brief halt
at the school, he inspected and
interacted with the teachers and
students.

Chief Secretary chairs meeting with Industry Heads
by the industrial plants under
Corporate Social Responsibility;
contribution of the plants in area
development (round about roads
and other infrastructure); details of
workers of all categories and their
positions in the Industrial Units
(local and non-local); Labour
Contract System - alternative for
the system if the Government puts
a ban on it; details of perks and
facilities provided to the staff over
and above their monthly salaries
as notified by the State
government; details about
transportation for workers and
storage/warehouse facilities for
finished products, both within
Sikkim and Siliguri; Companies
should provide information about
promotional avenues for workers
from skilled to supervisory level;
and pollution control measures.

The industrial plant heads
submitted point wise response to
Chief Secretary and highlighted
additional areas of concern that
needed to be addressed.

Chief  Secretary assured  that
there will be no  miscommunication
or any gap in communication
between the industry and the
government. He said that an
efficient mechanism will be
established to ensure healthy
communication and speedy action.

He further made it clear that
a uniform system and policy
guideline on Corporate Social
Responsibility should be put in

Chief Minister visits Sonamati Memorial Government SSS
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place so that the contribution of
the Industries is beneficial for the
society as a whole and that their
contribution is valued and
acknowledged. He welcomed the
suggestion from the industrial
heads that a high-level Committee
should be constituted by the State
Government to draw up a policy
guideline for CSR which should be
followed mandatorily by all the
industrial units operational in the
state.

He also expressed his
satisfaction at the success of the
meeting which is unprecedented
said  that  the deliberations from
the meeting will be conveyed to
the Chief Minister. He further
stated that he would meet the head
of all the units who could not
attend and create the premises for
the final meeting of the Industrial
heads with the Chief Minister.

Dr. Thomas Chandy, in his
closing remarks, reiterated that the
industries in Sikkim are doing
laudable service, both within the
State as well as nationally. He
called for the need to understand
the functioning and role of these
industries and acknowledge their
contribution to the GSDP of the
State. He expressed his gratitude
to the Chief Secretary and all the
industry heads for their
participation and fruitful
deliberation.

Gangtok, July 26: Chief  Electoral
Officer Mr. R. Telang
successfully launched new
Disability Friendly Departmental
website of the Office of  CEO
Sikkim. It was  informed  that the
existing website has been active
for over ten years and another
feature has been added today.
The addition made is the
Disability Friendly was  launched
at Chief Election Office at
Balwakhani, Gangtok in the
presence of Additional CEO Mrs.
Roshni Rai, Additional SIO NIC
Dr. L.P Sharma, Sr. Technical
Director NIC, Dr.Tempis G.
Namgyal, Scientist B, NIC Mr
Gautam Barma along with
representatives of Netspeq,
Officials of  NIC and other
officials and members.

The portal was launched
with an objective to enable
persons to provide universal
access to the content, perceive,
understand, navigate, ensuring
transparent and free flow of
information to the general public
and persons with disabilities.
The newly launched website is
completely dynamic with all
important functionalities and

Election Office launches Disability
Friendly Website

objectives of the previous
website with improved
information menu structure, a
built-in content management
system for seamless and easy
access to basic information
about election in Sikkim. It also
shows how one can enroll as a
voter, electoral rolls, maps of
Assembly Constituencies and
Polling Station locations. The
website can also realign its pages
to suit the display of both PCs
and Mobile devices, it  was
informed.

 Mr. R. Telang
congratulated  all the officials
and members who took part in
setting up the new website which
is also designed to be Disability
Friendly as per the guidelines of
Election  Commission of India. He
felicitated the NIC Officials and
Netspeq representatives present
on the occasion. The programme
was followed by a live
demonstration of website by the
Netspeq representative.

Earlier, Deputy  Director
(IT) Mr. Zangpo Gyaltsen gave a
brief description of the new
website.

Executive, Mr. Suman Gazmir. 
The Chief Secretary, Mr. A.

K Shrivastava, welcomed the team
by offering Khadas.The purpose
of their visit was to showcase and
collaborate with the Government
of Sikkim, in an effective way, to
launch a Doordarshan channel for
Sikkim, wherein the state
Governments involvement, events
that take place regionally and
nationally and tourism of Sikkim
would be highlighted. 

The Director General, Ms.
Supriya Sahu showed her concern
that the entire North East need to
be highlighted in the national media
and thus the meeting with the
Chief  Minister and Chief  Secretary

of Sikkim was to better the concept
of effective and engaging
coverage. 

The Chief Secretary
suggested the Doordarshan team
about the various aspects that
could be covered by Doordarshan
Sikkim Channel like eco-Tourism,
pilgrimage sites, flora and fauna,
local communities and to promote
local talents such as beauty
pageants etc. which would place
Sikkim in the global map. 

The Chief Secretary also
gave brief introduction and shed
light on the importance and
significance of Samdrupste, Guru
Padmasambhava and Char Dham
at Solophok Namchi, to the
Doordarshan team. 

The meeting concluded by
presenting various books on
Sikkim by the Secretaries of
Department of IPR and Department
of Tourism and Civil Aviation. 
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