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Special Issue

Obituary Reference

Gangtok, July  30: The second
day of  the budget Session 2019-
20 witnessed several questions
raised by the various MLAs in the
House concerning Human
Resource Development
Department, Commerce and
Industries, Tourism and Civil
Aviation, Energy and Power,
Labour and Mines and Geology
Departments.

 Minister for Human
Resource Development
Department, Mr. Kunga Nima
Lepcha, replying to a query raised
by MLA, Mr. Bishnu Kumar
Sharma, said that HRDD has taken
out a total of 17 nos. of work since
2014.  Out of 17 works sanctioned,
15 of the works are new
construction works and only two
of the works are repair and
maintenance work, sanctioned
under non-planned head of

account.
Replying to the queries

raised by MLA, Mr. Aditya Golay,
Minister for Energy and Power
Department, Mr. Mingma Norbu
Sherpa, stated that, during 2004-
2009 the Energy and Power
Department portfolio was held by
Mr. Pawan Kumar Chamling,
erstwhile Chief Minister of Sikkim.

Regarding the questions
related to the power plant project,
Mr. Sherpa said that 17 hydro
electric plants totalling 4194 MW
was allotted during 2004-2009 and
`4.19 crore up front revenue at the
rate of `10,000 per MW was
received by the government.

 As on date, 07 hydro electric
plants have been completed and
is operational. The targeted
revenue from these projects was
about ` 918.48 crore per annum
considering the rate as ̀ 5 per unit.

The annual revenue earned by the
department from 2004 to 2018-19
from free power from the
commissioned project excluding
NHPC is ̀ 447.51 crore.

Replying to the question
raised by MLA, Ms. Sunita Gajmer,
the Minister for Commerce and
Industries, Mr. B.S Pant on the
question pertaining to the
Department stated that the subject
concerns to the State Pollution
Control Board. However the
concerned department has taken
numerous steps in this regard.

Responding to the
supplementary query raised by
MLA, Ms. Sunita Gajmer, the
Minister, Mr. Pant said that till
date, the department has closed
down two pharmaceutical
companies, namely Pristine Life

Gangtok, July 31: The second day of the Budget session 2019-20
started with the Obituary Reference on the passing away of Late
Mr. Sudarshan Agarwal, former Governor of Sikkim and Late Mr.
Dongkupar Roy, former Speaker of Meghalaya.

The Speaker in his Obituary Reference remembered Late
Mr. Sudharshan Agarwal as a soft spoken person, a caring and a
compassionate  personality with integrity and commitment to the
highest standards of public service, he is an inspiration to all those
who believed in moral authority of the common citizen. His sad
demise is an irreparable loss to our country and the people of India.

Late Mr. Agarwal was born on June 19, 1931 in Ludhiana. He
was a first class law graduate who joined the Judicial Service of
Punjab and Delhi and served as the Judicial Officer till 1971. Post
retirement he was appointed as a member of National Human Rights
Commission and twice conducted the election of the President of
the Republic of India in 1982 and 1992 as Chief Returning Officer.
Having been nominated by the President of India, Late Mr. Agarwal
was sworn in as the 2nd Governor of the newly created state of
Uttaranchal on January 08, 2003. He served as the Governor of Sikkim
from October 25, 2007 to July 08, 2008. Late Mr. Agarwal  had  addressed
the august House during the Budget Session 2008-09 and some
important legislation had been passed in this House which had
received his assent. He passed away on July 03, 2019 after battling
a prolonged illness at New Delhi.

In his Obituary Reference of Late Mr. Donkupar  Roy, former
Speaker of Meghalaya, the Speaker stated that Late Mr. Roy was born
on November 10, 1954. He won his first election as an independent
candidate in 1987. Besides holding several political positions in his
long political career, Mr. Roy also served as the Chief Minister of
Meghalaya from  March 19, 2008 to March 19, 2009. He was also a
Doctorate in Economics from the North  Eastern Hill University and
under the Corrad Sanga Government, he was elected as the Speaker
of the Meghalaya Legislative Assembly. He breathed his last on
July 28, 2019. He was 64 years of age.

The Chief Minister Mr. Prem Singh Tamang (Golay), in his
Obituary Reference on the passing away of  former Governor of
Sikkim, Late Mr. Sudarshan  Agarwal  expressed  heartfelt  condolence
and  prayed for the departed soul to rest  in eternal  peace. The Chief
Minister  mentioned that the Late Governor had  accomplished
various works pertaining to social, educational and religious
development while serving the state of  Sikkim  from August 19,
2007  to August 08, 2008. He had given admission to two meritorious
daughters of Sikkim in his school under the annual programme of
HRD Department. He always used to visit the school  during his
regional visit and extended notable contributions in the field of
education within short span of time. Later, he also established  Him
Jyoti Pathshala in Uttranchal during his tenure. Despite of his busy
official business, Late Mr. Agarwal held responsibility of various
posts including President of Delhi Gymkhana, Member of Rotary
club and he also established State of Art, Voluntary Blood Bank in
New Delhi.

The Chief Minister in his Obituary Reference on the passing
away of Late Mr. Donkupar Roy, former Speaker of Meghalaya
expressed his heartfelt condolence. He highlighted the achievements
made by the former Speaker during his lifetime and prayed for strength
to the bereaved family during this time of immeasurable loss.

Gangtok, July 30: The Chief
Minister Mr. Prem Singh Tamang
(Golay) who is also the Leader of
the House while replying on the
discussion on Motion of Thanks
to the Governor’s address stated
that all the key initiatives of the
Government have been highlighted
by the Governor in his address on
the opening day of the Budget. He
thanked the Governor for the
address put forth in the House.

In his discussion on Motion
of Thanks on the Governor’s
address, the Chief Minister said
that the government would work
for the progress of the state and
would strive to take the state to
new heights. He congratulated the
Prime Minister for the sweeping
win at the recently held General
Elections and stated that if the
nation is in safe hands then the
state too flourishes and remains

safe. He thanked the two members
of the opposition party, namely, Mr.
G.T Dhungel and Mr. Em Prasad
Sharma for their presence in the
House today and said that as
Members of the Legislative
Assembly we should uphold the
wishes of the common Sikkimese
people and take part whether it is
in the ruling or in the Opposition.
He also recounted how they had
participated in the democratic
process when the Sikkimese
people had put them in the
Opposition after the 2014 General
Assembly and stated that they had
always fought for the rights of the
Sikkimese people.

Applauding the Governor’s
address and his stress on the
various sectors of the state, the
Chief Minister said that they whole
heartedly support the common
goal. He said that the state
government has put education as
a top priority since the future of
the youth depends on it for

Question Hour
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Full text of the Budget Speech delivered by Chief Minister Mr. Prem
Singh Tamang(Golay) on the first day of the Budget Session 2019

Hon’ble Speaker Sir,
At the outset, I extend my warm greetings to the Hon’ble Speaker, Deputy

Speaker and Hon’ble Members of the new august house.  May the new energy and
zeal of the Members usher in a new era of greater prosperity and happiness for the
people and the State.  I hope the budget will address the immediate requirements of
the State and its people.

Before we proceed further, on behalf of the people of the State and this august
body, let us condole the sad demise of Shri Sudarshan Agarwal the former Governor
of  Sikkim.  He was Governor Sikkim from 25th October 2007 to 8th July 2008.   He
passed away on 3rd July 2019 at New Delhi.  The people and the Government of Sikkim
appreciate his contribution to the State.  May the almighty give strength and fortitude
to his family to bear this irreparable loss.

The country witnessed the conclusion of the General Elections recently wherein
our fellow countrymen exercised their democratic right of universal franchise to elect
their Government.  The Bharatiya Janta Party under the leadership of Hon’ble Prime
Minister recorded a second historical win which was special in many ways.  I, on
behalf of the people, the State Government and myself, congratulate the Hon’ble
Prime Minister for this thumping victory.

Our focus in the current budget will be to review  and take stock of the current
situation of State finances  in view of large committed liabilities of the State, address
the immediate and urgent requirements only.  The Government will take a view on the
further continuance of some of the major schemes that has been sanctioned earlier.

After the formation of my government on 27th May 2019, it was decided that the
State Government would prepare a White Paper outlining the present level of burden
of loans and liabilities,  on account of the commitments and pending bills that we
have inherited, vis-à-vis the revenue potential of the State.  I wish to inform the
House that the total accumulated liabilities under various schemes amounts to ̀ 5605
crore.

Hon’ble Speaker Sir,
State’s Budgetary Debt consists of all the liabilities that require payment of

interest and or principal by the state Government. It includes internal debt, loans and
advances from the centre and all public account liabilities, such as, provident funds,
reserve funds and deposits. In addition to budgetary debt, the state has also
increasingly resorted to off budget borrowings through guarantees.

In 2019-20, the State Government is expected to spend `1079.72 crore on
servicing its debt including payment of interest for loan contracted on behalf of
Public Sector Undertakings, which is 12.46% of the overall estimated expenditure.
This expenditure includes `414.10 crore towards repayment of loans, and `665.62
crore towards interest payments.

The Public Debt and Other Liabilities during the beginning of the fiscal year
1994-95 was `214.93 Crore (`183.09 + `31.84 crore) and thereafter, there has been
sharp spike over the years. The closing balance  as on 31st March 2019  is `6261.15
Crore (pre-actual) without accounting the borrowings contracted through the Public
Sector undertakings.   The borrowings beyond a certain point were restricted by the
Fiscal Responsibility & Budgetary management Act of the State that was enacted on
the recommendation of Finance Commission. Unable to borrow beyond a point and
unwilling to cut back on expenditure at a time, there has been sharp rise in the
government’s off-budgetary borrowings over the past few years to finance the
schemes of the State Government through PSUs.

It is our earnest effort to consider the government risks exposure to its public
sector in the form of guarantees, off budget borrowings through assurances especially
to the hydro power projects.

The borrowing by PSUs for government developmental work where the
government is providing either an explicit or implicit guarantee, it cannot leave the
borrowings unprotected because it is due to a sovereign guarantee the loans are
sanctioned and not a borrowing on PSUs on the strength of its own balance sheet.
Therefore, though these liabilities are not part of the fiscal deficit but they are
government’s debt. The fact is, it is the government – and the taxpayer – which will
need to make good these borrowings.

We have found it utmost important to keep such risks in mind when assessing
the debt position of the state for better understanding the true fiscal situations of
the state today  while preparing the immediate future fiscal management road map.

Interestingly this has been recommended by the 14th Finance Commission and
it is also included in the Terms of Reference of the 15th Finance Commission. It intends
to extend the definition of debt taking into account all the above. Since forming our
popular Government we have collated information on the Government debt as a
whole and the figures against it as on 31st March 2019 stands as under:

1. Budgetary debt (Pre actual) ` 6261.15 cr
2. Loans against Government guarantee `3455.04 cr
3. Loans against letter of comfort and other assurances `10485.77 cr
The detailed report on the above is being placed before this august house in

the form of White Paper to be presented separately during the current session.
To sum up, I would like to inform the august house that my Government, as of

today has inherited a whopping liability.  Inspite of these huge liabilities at hand, my
government proposes to carry out the following programmes:-

Development Inequality
The people of Sikkim are traditionally peace loving people. They have strong

faith and reverence for nature. They are the custodian of tranquility, harmony and
community living. One of the most effective means to maintain this value and practice
is to bring sustained and balanced development, conservation of nature and equitable
distribution of wealth and other resources. In the past two decades we have witnessed
destruction in the name of development and deep inequality in the name of prosperity.

We can cite several examples, haphazard and unscientific development of  hydel
power projects are definite signs of destruction and perils for a fragile ecology of
Sikkim. The latest Economic Survey of India published by Ministry of Finance,
Government of India shows that Sikkim has ̀ 2.98 lakh as per capita income in 2017-
18. This is the second highest in the country. However, this high per capita income

becomes meaningful only if this income is equitably distributed among all sections
of people in the state.

Out of a population of 6.6 lakh today, how many individuals are getting `2.98
lakh per annum ? And how many people have per capita income 10 to 20 times more
than this ? These are the questions we shall  have to ask  as a development welfare
oriented  Government voted by the people of Sikkim. There is a huge gap between
the rich and the poor in Sikkim today.

We do not want poor to remain poor and rich to become superbly rich. This has
happened and can be seen in pockets of Sikkim. Some of them unduly received
political patronize. There is a blatant demonstration of ill gotten wealth whereas poor
people are struggling to meet their very basic needs. We find this even in terms of
geographical imbalances among the four districts. We shall have to attack, address
and resolve this poverty-disparity-inequality issue with a range of instruments.

In view of this, we propose the following:
i)   A thorough study on development inequality and imbalances by an eminent

institution in India.
ii)  Rich individuals in the state, and others may inspire and incentivize the

poorer sections mainly the younger generation through making philanthropic
contributions for various micro and macro level activities. Their names will be
highlighted for their affirmative actions.

We propose a formula of 5:1, i.e. if a philanthropist contributes `5000,
Government of Sikkim will contribute `1000 in this fund. This pool of funds will be
managed, operated and evaluated by a team of State, Civil Society and Private Sector.
I name this institution as Sikkim Social Endowment Fund (SSEF).

iii)    Besides the usual consumption expenditure and calorie intake as measures
of poverty, can we have more practical and accurate ways of identifying poverty as
done in Sri Lanka’s Jansaviya Programme? Can each Panchayat now take the
responsibility of scientifically identifying households below poverty line and thus
effectively alleviate poverty.  Each Zilla Panchayat will be empowered and resources
will be made available to start this exercise.

Sikkim Development and Reform Commission (SDRC)
The setting up of NITI Aayog by the Union Government has opened up newer

vistas of reforms and development. This has replaced the Planning Commission. We
therefore, need to re-think about our planning and development machinery in the
state. We shall have to negotiate a new planned development process, a new paradigm
of mobilizing and managing financial resources and also examine how international
and multilateral institutions could be attracted to fund development projects and
other programmes in Sikkim.

We plan to attract the World Bank, Asian Development Bank and various
agencies of the United Nations. We would also like to engage with widely acclaimed
development assistance institutions like UK’s DFID, US’s Bill Gates Foundation,
Japan’s JICA, Australia’s AUSAID, India’s Tata, Reliance,  Infosys, Adani’s corporate
social responsibility institutions and many others.

We would also like to bring investments for clean, sustainable development
and green projects including in areas like horticulture floriculture, traditional medicinal
systems, energy, climate change management and also services sector like tourism,
health, cinema and education.  In this respect we would like to engage with SAARC
Development Funds, BIMSTEC and BBIN Funds, Asian Infrastructure Investment
Bank and many others.

For this to be facilitated, we require a team of experts, professionals and other
stakeholders. Therefore, we announce the formation of Sikkim Development and
Reforms Commission which will be headed by the Chief Minister and will have a
noted development economist as the Vice Chairman. It will have experts, ministers,
civil society, private sector, NGOs and community and opposition party
representatives.

It will function under aegis of the Office of the Chief Minister.
Misrepresentation Damages
Last two decades have witnessed unnecessary and unjustified claims by the

ruling political party and their leaders. We have seen how a number of modest and
normal achievements were hyped and exaggerated to get quick praise and
unsustainable fame.

Our Government strongly feels and have also found that the claims like total
organic state, hundred percent drinking water access, housing to all, food sufficiency
and villages as Switzerland and towns as Singapore are all exaggerated claims and
well organised hypes.  Frequent use of expressions like

“Rashtrako nai pratham ra viswahma pani pratham hola”
not became key words that went down to cadres of political party. They have

actually done maximum damage as these are all claims which are not supported by
facts and beyond any scrutiny.

A recent report in Times of India showed that Sikkim has 99 percent piped
drinking water coverage. Who studied the drinking water scenario in Sikkim, who
collected this data and how did this come in the public domain ?  Where are the piped
water coverage, is there water in the pipe, is the water potable ? If it was so, why
villages and communities suffer from so much of water scarcity and water borne
diseases ?

These kinds of claims have dampened the spirit of our youth to do something
serious and noteworthy. It has dried up the funds meant for these projects. It brought
false sense of achievement and has made the government employees and panchayats
directionless and complacent. This has also adversely affected the image of Sikkim.

Therefore,  now onwards, any project which has done or achieved something
worth and beyond the normal, we shall get them evaluated by an independent agency
for both its veracity and success. We therefore, give this task to Sikkim Development
and Reforms Commission.

Educational Opportunities
The youth of Sikkim are highly talented. For their talents to flourish and reach

greater heights at the national and global level, we need to have institutions that are
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competitive, inclusive and globally oriented. These institutions could be related to
education, music, theatres, health, sports, cinema, and technology. On the other
hand, Delhi, Tokyo, Beijing, Singapore, California and London are made famous by
the diversity, quality and standard of the institutions located there. Actually it is
institution that brings knowledge, technology, wealth, fame, employment, identity,
development and resources on a continuous basis. It is the institution that connects
generation to generation.

Somehow the last Government never valued institutions. Whatever institutions
came to Sikkim most of them were either undermined or never allowed to grow freely.
We lost opportunities after opportunities and are left far behind by other states in
India. More than this a full generation of people of the state suffered endlessly.

The most blatant and recent examples are the case of two prestigious national
institutions viz., Central University of Sikkim and National Institute of Technology.
Even after 12 years of their establishment, they are still struggling to find their own
campus. This is the most basic contribution the State Government could have made.
By this time, if these campuses were set up, these institutions would have brought
central government health facilities and hospital, Central school, community radio,
railway reservation counters, community development projects and many other
establishments which would have been a major source of income and employment to
the local communities.

Our Government will do all that brings, promotes and takes advantage of the
institutions. We would like to ensure that all the institutions grow freely, inclusively
and bring competitive atmosphere for the children and youth of Sikkim.  We plan to
do take substantive actions in near future. In this maiden budget of our Government,
we would like to propose the following in due course of time:

i) The resources devoted to education and allied services will be substantially
enhanced,

ii)  All the government primary, high, and secondary schools and government
colleges will be given infrastructure development funds as per their urgent
requirements. This requirement will be assessed by the concerned department in
coordination with other stakeholders.

iii)  All the government and private recognized colleges affiliated to Central
University of Sikkim will be given ̀  5 lakh each to undertake two major non-academic
programmes viz., Winter Sojourn and Oral History. Both these highly innovative
programmes were initiated by Central University of Sikkim during 2007-2012 and
became most productive, beneficial and employable experimentations to the students,
communities and societies. These programmes will be conducted in coordination
with the Central University of Sikkim.

iv) Government of Sikkim will provide fifteen PhD fellowships to the tune of
monthly amount entitled to JRF. These fellowships will be available to 4 students in
any of the well recognized institutions in Sikkim and 11 outside Sikkim. 30 percent of
these fellowships will be allotted to social sciences, 30 percent for management and
40 percent for science and technology.

v)    Any students getting admitted on their own merit into the Indian Institute
of Technology (IIT), Indian Institute of Management (IIM), Indian Institute of Foreign
Trade (IIFT) Indian Institute of Science (Bangalore), Tata Institute of  Fundamental
Research (TIFR), and Indian Agriculture Research Institute (IARI) and Film and
Television Institute of India (FTII) will be given a monthly stipend/grant of `12000
for the entire period of their study.

vi)     The Central University of Sikkim and National Institute of Technology
will be given full physical, legal and other facilitation support by our Government  to
acquire land and also build the campus as early as possible. Other universities set up
under the legislative acts of the Government of Sikkim will get all the facilitation
support from the Government.

vii) Quality education is not a topic of tea shop gossiping. Unlike in the past it
will not be a political slogan.  It is hard to design, difficult to practice and Herculean
to endure. In order to increasingly move towards higher level of quality threshold,
our government will now appoint Team of Quality Evaluators from primary to
University level.

viii) The recent announcement of the National Research Foundation by the
Union Finance Minister in the recently presented budget, once allocated to our
State, will be supplemented at the state level by 100 percent contribution. It will then
be allocated to the higher education and other research institutions accordingly.

ix)    At the same time, based on these evaluations,  Government of Sikkim will
give an annual award of `3 lakh each to the five top quality achievers in secondary
and senior secondary level examination on securing a national level rank within top
50.

x) Any college and university teacher and civil society member,  if publishes
an article in any of the well recognized national and international academic journals,
will be given a commendation certificate and also an incentive of `10,000/- with
effect from August 2019.

Suicide and Substance Abuse
In Sikkim we have the highest suicide rate and also a considerably high degree

of substance abuse primarily by the youths. Though this has acutely affected families
after families and has been a widely discussed issue, no major action had been taken
in the last two decades. We still do not know the real reasons behind both these
precarious phenomena. We speculate on the triggering factors without any solutions.
Our Government would like to confront with this treacherous trend upfront. With a
view to both make supply side check and demand side prohibition and sensitization,
we announce the following:-

i)        Our Government will commission an inter-disciplinary team of experts to
examine the reasons behind both these perilous dimensions of our society and ways
to effectively end this.

ii)        We announce the financial support to NGOs to work and address these
two crucial areas.

iii)       We shall also make technological interventions in both supply intelligence
modules and also demand side detections. All our forces and institutions dealing
with psychotropic substances will be given a major technological upgradation.

iv)       We also announce to appoint two psychiatrist and two psychologist
each in all four districts hospitals as both preventive and curative measures.

Industrial Development
We now have a range of industries including a host of pharmaceutical units

across Sikkim primarily triggered by the Union Governments handsome incentive
policy like NEIIPP 2007 and NEIDS 2018. These policies have been implemented and
taken full advantage of by the industrial units for almost 20 years.  New technology,
bigger scale, wider markets, deeper capital and more crucially a new set of imaginative
entrepreneurs are vital in this game of deeper partnership.

We in Government of Sikkim, are keen to attract the investment from our
neighbouring countries.  Given India’s emphasis on Act East Policy, if Vietnamese
are attracted to do coffee plantations, if Nepalese are willing to invest in traditional
medicinal systems, if Japanese show interest in Mountain Ports; if Thai industrialists
want to invest in floriculture, and Singaporeans on Buddhist Circuit tourism, we
wholeheartedly welcome them. We can even explore the possibility of negotiating
with the Government of India to bring some amendments in the latest North East
Industrial Development Scheme 2018, to extend some of these attractive fiscal
incentives to the investors from the neighbouring countries.

While we, along with Government of India have extended huge funds to all the
industries and also the service sectors like hotels, we expect them to contribute in
four major areas of Sikkim’s development process. Firstly, the share of industrial and
services sector in the total state domestic product should steadily go up. Secondly,
these units will also generate a hefty sum of revenues to the state’s exchequer in
various forms. Thirdly, these units will provide fairly large number of employment
opportunities to all echelons of our society. And fourthly, these units will further
expand and also attract other investors to Sikkim with better technology, knowledge,
resources and other services.

However, despite a substantial fiscal, legal, infrastructural and administrative
support received by these units, their contributions have not been on the expected
lines and committed framework. Our Government, while assuring all support to these
units, proposes the following:

i) A conscious effort, firm commitment and demonstration of the same by
contributing increasing sum to the revenue basket of the Government. Details will be
worked out for discussion and policy formulation.

ii)  Each unit now would make an online contribution of 2 percent of their profit
after tax as a fund for Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR).

iii) Each unit will compulsorily adhere to the commitments made with the
Workers/Employees associations, with the Government agencies on the provisions
of wages, working conditions, skill development, training and other facilities to the
workers.

iv) Each industrial and service unit will now make a firm 5 to 10 year commitment
to support professional and technical education, training and skill building of their
workers and employees and also fresh recruits to graduate themselves to higher
echelons of job including that of Class III, II and I positions.

v) Each industrial unit will now present a comprehensive pollution management
plan and its effective implementation to the concerned Departments of State
Government.

vi) Many of the products made in Sikkim including Temi Tea are now popular
brands in both national and international markets. We shall have to consolidate this
brand building venture.

To support this effort, we now propose that whatever is produced in Sikkim,  in
its packaging besides “Made in India,” the producing units have to add “A product
of Sikkim Himalayas”

Tourism : Our Core Competency
More than 12 lakh tourists visited Sikkim in 2017-2018. An overwhelming majority

visited for leisure. Sikkim has a range of tourist attractions from pilgrimage to nature
and adventure to historic trade routes. However, we have to develop a tourism model
where Sikkim and people of Sikkim actually gain. Where our natural resources are not
depleted and where our environmental properties are not adversely affected. We
have lately noticed that there has been a sharp decline in carrying capacity of the
state because of unplanned growth of tourism. Profits are largely privatized and
losses and damages socialized. Per capita spending of tourist is still relatively low.
Short duration of their stay, seasonality in tourism, bad roads and limited geographical
sources of tourism are major constraints.

We want to develop a win-win strategy for which we are now set to develop a
comprehensive policy.  We shall consult all the stakeholders.

The strategies are :
i)  In order to promote high value tourism along with the existing budget tourism,

our Government will now identify and float specific high value tourism corridor with
exclusive attractions.

ii)   Our Government will enhance the information & publicity budget mainly
targeting the high value tourists both within and outside India.

iii)   In order to open employment opportunities, we shall have a series of
institutions in Sikkim and outside, to train tourist guides, hotel staff, passenger car
drivers, tourist security agencies and other stakeholders.

iv) In order to promote partnership based tourism promotion, all the hotels will
make a Corporate Social Responsibility Grant of minimum Rs 50,000 to a maximum of
`5 lakh (depending upon the star gradation of hotels) as the heritage development,
conservation of relics, roads and communication upkeep and carrying capacity
management fund.  This will be applicable to all the restaurants also not attached to
the hotels to the extent of minimum `10,000 to a maximum of ` 2 lakh (depending
upon the gradation and category). All these payments will have to be made online.

v) Maximum effort will be made to improve the road conditions, road side
amenities, communication systems, water and electricity availability and sanitation
facilities with the support of various national and global institutions.

vi)       We also propose to annually send a group of young entrepreneurs and
other stake holders from the tourism sector and hotel services for exposure to and
experimentation in national and international key venues of tourism. This will be
done on a cost sharing basis.

vii)  In order to promote and provide the basic amenities for the Home stay and
other family, community  and panchayat managed tourism facilities, we announce
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financial support.
viii) All the visiting tourists come to enjoy the beauty and tranquility of Sikkim.

The moment they enter Sikkim all of them smile and get excited. When they go back,
all of them are nostalgic about their visits and want to come back again. Therefore,
we have to keep the beauty and serenity intact and make them more attractive.

All the tourists above 10 years of age therefore, will now have to contribute
“Smile Always” Gift of `10/- at the various digital entry points or through online
payments. The receipt generated will be a sweet testimony to their Sikkim Visit that
would mention “I love Sikkim, I love nature, I love India.

Employment Abroad
In order to give ample scope for employment both in India and abroad for the

youth of Sikkim, we shall set up Foreign Workers Recruitment Institute in cooperation
with various Foreign Embassies in India and other international job recruitment
agencies .  These youth will be given training in various professional areas. We shall
endeavour to recruit:

a) 100  workers in South East Asia by 2026  including  Malaysia, Hongkong,
Singapore, Thailand and Vietnam.

b) 100 workers in East Asia by 2026 including  Japan, China, Korea and Taiwan
c) 100 workers in Middle East Asia by 2026 including Saudi Arabia, Qatar, Iraq,

Israel and United Arab Emirates.
d) 100 workers in North America by 2026 including  USA and Canada.
e) 100 workers in Europe by 2026 including UK, Netherlands, France, Germany,

Turkey, Greece, Switzerland  and Italy
f) 150 workers in South West Pacific countries by 2026 including  Australia,

New Zealand, Fiji and Mauritius
In order to achieve the above goals, our Government will undertake the

following measures.
i) We announce the setting up of a Foreign Workers Recruitment Institute in

Sikkim which will be managed by professionals, legal, financial and foreign
employment experts.

ii) We intend to train as many youth as possible in Japan on various skills and
professions under the India-Japan arrangement of Technical Intern Training Program
(TITP) under the National Skill Development Corporation of Government of India.

Our Nurses Abroad
In view of the huge ageing (old age) population in Japan, Europe, Canada,

USA, and other countries there are now big demands for both the female and male
nurses and other health workers. We would like to harness these markets by providing
professionally well trained female and male nurses from Sikkim. Many of these trained
professional could also get gainful employments in India’s major hospitals and health
outfits.  We shall make a serious endeavour  to send and recruit :

a)    50 nurses in Japan by 2025
b)    50 nurses in Europe and USA by 2025
c)    50 nurses in Canada and other countries by 2025
 d)   50 health workers
In order to realise the above targets we shall undertake following steps:
i)  A modern School of  Nurses would be set up with all the world class facilities

and technologies within the premise of the existing hospital. This school will have in
house language training Centres such as English, French, Japanese, Chinese and
Korean.

ii)  In coordination with various foreign Embassies in India and other
international job recruitment agencies, these trained nurses and health workers of
Sikkim could get employment in various countries.

History, Society and Culture of Sikkim
In order to conserve and promote studies and research on history, society,

culture and environment of Sikkim, we announce the following:-
i)   A technologically savvy and culture friendly Light and Sound Show on

history of Sikkim (Location Gangtok).
ii)   A modern museum on Nathula Trade route including the Younghusband

Mission 1904. We shall approach appropriate national and international agencies for
their participation and will also arrange necessary funds for the purpose.

iii)   Modernization and enrichment of State Archives, Libraries and Namgyal
Institute of Tibetology.

Governance System :
Government employees of all categories and hues have played a critical role in

building modern Sikkim. We want each employee to be modern in their outlook,
people and society centric in their action, nation and state loving in their attitude
and also friendly with modern technologies and governance system. Our Government
will re-train and re-skill some of the key employees, reorient some of core departments
and refurbish some of them totally.

We plan to modernize the entire governance system with induction of new
technologies, better working conditions and making the environment both productive
and competitive. We want to incentivize each and every government and private
sector employee with various measures so that their level of productivity reaches
maximum and level of devotion much deeper. In order to do so, we would take the
following measures.

i)  Release the entire arrears of the Government employees  and pensioners in
one go soon.

ii) Our concerned departments will constantly and regularly coordinate with
the private sector outfits with regard to the welfare including their provident fund
and the best deals to be extended to their employees.

iii)  The case of adhoc and temporary employees will be seriously examined and
given an appropriate solution.

iv)Our Government will be making all out efforts to retain the recruitments
done under the ‘One Family One Job’ scheme.

Agriculture Farmers
Though the relative share of agriculture, horticulture, floriculture in the State

Domestic Product has steadily gone down, the household’s dependence on
agriculture sector is quite big. We have some disturbing trends too. Farmers are
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migrating by leaving their farms high and dry. The next generation children are mostly
opting for non-agricultural jobs. In the absence of proper planning and long term
thinking, the farmers who have shifted to organic farming have faced huge financial
loss and have undergone psychological distress.

Organic farming which is so critical to cultural ecology and environmental
sustainability of Sikkim, has been more used as an instrument of propaganda to  grab
undeserving popularity and instant fame. It only and largely benefitted a small
segment deeply patronized by the Government. Our Government will never do anything
that would put our farming community in peril. We plan to examine the entire gamut
of issues related to organic farming and redesign organic farming policy in
consultation with all the stakeholders and actual experts.

Besides, we would like to announce the following measures for incentivizing
our farmers.

i)  We shall ensure full extension and implementation of all the central
government policies on agriculture, horticulture and floriculture in areas like seeds,
critical inputs, water harvesting, irrigation, soil conservation, crop insurance,
warehousing, transport and minimum support price and procurement incentives and
marketing.

ii)  The schemes like Paramparagat  Krishi Vikas Yojana (PKVY), Mission Organic
Value Chain Development for North Eastern Region (MOVCDNER) and National
Programme  of Organic Production (NPOP) will be implemented with more vigour and
vitality. The entire production chain, certification and marketing network will be
refurbished with the support of both national and international institutions.  The
revamped Organic Mission and SIMFED as usual will continue to play a crucial role.

iii)   In some of the central schemes like the Pradhan Mantri Kisan Samman
Nidhi (PMKISAN) scheme for small landholders, the Government of Sikkim will
provide 20 percent more to the farmers on top of the central incentives.

Climate Change Centre of Excellence
Sikkim is one of the core mountain systems that is being increasingly affected

by the global phenomenon of climate change. Its far reaching effects are gradually
unfurling on the rainfall patterns, natural disasters, livelihood change, cropping
pattern weather hydrological flows in the rivers, human, plant, animal diseases,
flowering seasons, forest fires, springs and drinking water and also in cultural
dynamics.

We shall have to really gear up fast to first study, understand and tackle at
least some of the most serious repercussions and impact. In this respect, we shall
revamp the Glaciology Commission set up in 2008 with involvement of more
institutions and experts to further study the trends and phenomena. Our Government
will organize a Climate Change Conference mainly focusing on the Himalayan region.
This will also provide  a set of information, knowledge and means and strategies to
deal with the adverse impact of climate change.

One of our major goals in this respect is to set up Climate Change Centre of
Excellence in Sikkim with a view to make Sikkim as the core geography on climate
change research, policy and strategies in the Himalayas. The Sikkim Development
and Reforms Commission will draw a detailed lay out of the framework of this Centre.
SDRC will initiate necessary steps for restarting the work of the Glaciology
Commission and Centre of Excellence.

Health Services
Our Government will soon start revamping the health services in the State with

a view to providing at least basic services at the grass root level. Besides the primary
health centres and the district hospitals, the new STNM Hospital at Sochaygang will
be given adequate resources to meet the requirements of the people.

Therefore we announce the following measures :
i) The annual budget allocated to the health services will be enhanced further.
ii) The entire hospital and health center administration will now be revamped

and made people friendly. Digitisation, fresh recruitment of doctors and support
staff, networking with the top national hospitals and eminent doctors, technological
upgradation, modern gadgets, in house research and development  and free
dispensations of treatment and medicines to the identified target groups will be the
main area of revamping.

iii)   In order to combat the growing menace of cancer, our Government will now
set up a Committee consisting of well known oncologists, experts, medical scientists
and also a representative from the ICMR.

SC,ST and OBC Funds
Despite a large measure of welfare, development, professional and financial

schemes of the Government of India and the State Government for the Scheduled
Caste and Scheduled Tribe communities and Other Backward Classes, many of the
members of these communities are not able to make use of various facilities. As a
result, Sikkim’s share in the use of these amenities is relatively low. We are also
losing due to of lack of awareness and accessibility.  This is mainly because they are
not aware of such facilities and in many cases there is no effective facilitating
organization.

Our Government will now set up a special cell in the Department of Social
Welfare to sensitize and make people aware of these schemes in various forms
including print, electronic and social media platforms. This will be disseminated
through the NGOs, community associations and governmental agencies. This Cell
will also provide assistance to various communities in easily accessing various
schemes and projects floated by the Government of India.

Senior Citizens Health Insurance
In order to ensure that the senior citizens all across Sikkim have at least the

minimum health insurance support, our government will now float a  Health Insurance
Support scheme on a pilot basis. If this Scheme becomes useful and effective, we
plan to extend the coverage to other lower age-groups across Sikkim. In order to
implement these schemes, Government of Sikkim will negotiate with the prominent
public sector health insurance companies.

Health insurance cover will be for persons above 60 year of age and the
monetary cover will be to the extent of `5 lakh to `10 lakhs. The premium to be
contributed by the covered individuals will be 65% of the total premium.  The premium
to be contributed by the State Government will be 35% of the total premium.  The
pilot project is to be taken up from January 2020 to December 2022.

Full text...
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Media Team Development Review Fund
Media has been playing a crucial role in building the modern day Sikkim. Despite

serious challenges brought about by non-traditional media instruments like social
media,  Media persons and institutions  of Sikkim have firmly and innovatively
withstood the challenges. Our Government intends to make our media more vibrant,
innovative and competitive.  This could be done by providing the media persons to
see for themselves what is happening in and around the country.  These exposure
trips will re-skill our media persons, make them evaluate more objectively and nurture
spirit of competitive professionalism in them

In order to provide them with some basic opportunities our Government will
provide the following:-

The scheme will allow the journalists to visit any development project in the
country to evaluate the same, write series of reports from the field and submit full
report of the State Government. The amount of Fellowship proposed is `1 lakh per
fellowship every year and the number of fellowship to be offered is 10 (ten) per year.
The eligibility criteria for the fellowship will be for all accredited journalists and
media persons.

Literature, Art, Music and Film Production
Our State abounds in creativity and their reach in the societies within Sikkim

and outside. We plan to bring all of them under a single umbrella so that they all can
collectively flourish, exchange their creative talents, nurture innovation and novel
practices and more prominently bring fresh ideas and knowledge and wisdom. We
want our creative artistes and producers to increasingly perform and compete at the
national and global level and inject higher degree of professionalism in their
respective fields. We want them to get connected with global and national institutions.

In order to realize these goals our Government announces the following
measures ;

i)       Exploring the possibility of bringing all the government sponsored and
funded cultural, social and literary institutions under a single umbrella and name
them as Sikkim Creatives’  Foundation. No one will lose identity as every joining
organization will maintain its name, identity etc. This is being done to ensure a state
wide approach to all creative activities which will smoothen policies, funding and
future activities.

ii)  Our Government will now award 12 annual book writing grants of Rs 1 lakh
each to writers, researchers and artistes of the State. Break up will be : 3 in social
sciences, 3 in art,  literature and culture, 3 in environment and nature and 3 in other
subjects like technology, science etc.

iii)  Our artists will now be officially connected with all the leading national
institutions including Sangeet Natak Academy, FTTI, Pune, Indian Council of Cultural
Relations and National Museum, National Archives, National School of Drama,
Sahitya Academy, etc.

iv)        Efforts will be made to reactivate the Doordarshan Kendra in Gangtok
which will have fully operational programme and telecasting facilities.

Hon’ble Speaker Sir,
I shall now briefly mention the budgetary profile for the financial year 2019-20.

Against a gross expenditure provision of `8888.00 crore, (Rupees eight thousand
eight hundred eighty eight crores) the net outgo comes to `8665.36 crore (Rupees
eight thousand six hundred sixty five crores and thirty six lakhs) after taking into
account recoveries amounting to `222.64 crore (Rupees two hundred twenty two
crores and sixty four lakhs).  The fiscal deficit remains in adherence to the fiscal
management targets set in the Sikkim Fiscal Responsibility and Budget Management
Act, 2010, i.e. not more than 3% of GSDP.  The contribution from own tax Revenue is
of the order of `1220.21 crore (Rupees one thousand two hundred twenty crores and
twenty one lakhs) and that of Non-Tax revenue ̀ 704.54 crore (Rupees seven hundred
four crores and fifty four lakhs).

The total gross expenditure includes allocations amounting to `51.49 crore
(Rupees fifty one crores and forty nine lakhs) under the dispensation of the North
Eastern Council, `181.39 crore (Rupees one hundred eighty one crores and thirty
nine lakhs) under Non-Lapsable Pool of Central Resources and `2056.25 (Rupees
two thousand fifty six crores and twenty five lakhs) under the Centrally Sponsored
Schemes.

The summarized account of the receipts and disbursements is detailed below
and is incorporated in the budget.

Amount  in Crore
Sl.No.        Receipts
1. Tax Revenue 1220.21
2. Non-Tax Revenue                704.54
3. State’s Share of Central Taxes 2969.52
4. Grants-in-Aid 2503.16
5. Gross Borrowings               871.20
6. Recoveries of Loans and Advances 0.83
7. Net Public Accounts               395.90

Total Receipts 8665.36

Sl.No.            Expenditure
1 Revenue Expenditure 7129.08
2. Capital Expenditure 1536.28

Total Net Expenditure 8665.36

Let us once again march forward to fulfill our goals  based on sustainable
development policies for the benefit of the people of Sikkim. Let us re-dedicate
ourselves to further peace and tranquility and ensure that the State grows to become
an example of innovation and progress.

With these commitments, I commend the Budget for the year 2019-20 to the
House for its kind consideration.

Full text...
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Rajya Sainik Board

P.S. Road, Gangtok - 737101
Tele No : 03592 202534, Fax : 03592 221456,

E-mail : rsbgangtok@gmail.com
Ref No : 04/GOS/RSB/Gen/2015/190                                                    Date : 25/07/2019

ADVERTISEMENT
JOIN INDIAN AIR FORCE

TRADE - IAF SECURITY
VENUE: PALJOR STADIUM, GANGTOK DATE: 28TH AUG 2019

TIME: 7 AM
AIR FORCE RECRUITMENT CRITERIA :

    DATE OF BIRTH
CATEGORY      (CANDIDATES EDUCATIONAL QUALIFICATION

  BORN BETWEEN)
INDIAN AIR 19TH JULY 1999 TO      CANDIDATE SHOULD HAVE PASSED
FORCE 01 JULY 2003 (Both     CLASS 10 + 2  EQUIVALANT EXAM FROM AN
(SECURITY)    days inclusive)          EDUCATION BOARD/INSTITUTE LISTED  IN
TRADE {IAF          COUNCIL OF BOARDS FOR EDUCATION
(S)}          (COBSE) WEBSITE AS MEMBERS, IN ANY

         STREAM/SUBJECT WITH MINIMUM 50%
         MARKS IN AGGREGATE AND 50% MARKS
         IN ENGLISH.

DOCUMENTS
Candidates must have the following documents:
(a) Class X and XII Mark sheet & Certificates original.
(b) Sikkim Subject/Certificate of Identification (Col)
(c) Relation Certificate (Applicable only to Son of Serving IAF personnel, Son of
      retired & deceased IAF personnel)
(d) Discharge book of IAF ( if the candidate is the son of retired or deceased IAF
      personnel)
(e) Passport size photograph - 08

PHYSICAL FITNESS TEST (PFT)
QUALIFYING IN PHYSICAL FITNESS TEST IS MANDATORY FOR

SELECTION.
• 1.6 KM RUN : WITHIN 05 MINUTES 40 SECONDS
• 08 CHIN-UPS, 20 SIT -UPS & 20 PUSH-UPS
• CHEST: MINIMUM RANGE OF EXPANSION: 5 CM
• HEIGHT: 152.5 CM MINIMUM

MEDICAL STANDARDS
WEIGHT Weight should be proportionate to height and age.
CHEST Minimum range of expansion : 5 Cm
HEARING Should have normal hearing i.e. able to hear forced whisper

from a distance of 6 meters by each ear separately.
DENTAL Should have healthy gums, good set of teeth and minimum

14 dental points.
VISUAL  ACUITY Unaided visual acuity of 6/6, colour vision CP-II.
BODY TATTOO Permanent body tattoos are not permitted. However, right to

decide on acceptability/unacceptability is with the Airmen
Selection Centre. Candidate with permanent body tattoos
are to submit two photographs (close up and distinct view)
with details of size and type of the tattoo.

WRITTEN TEST  ADAPTABILITY TEST

1. Written test will be objective type
and question paper shall be
bilingual (English & Hindi) except
for English paper.

2. The paper comprise of :
(a) English - 20 questions as per

10+2  CBSE syllabus
(b) Reasoning & General Awareness

(RAGA) -30 questions.

3. Duration of examination will be 45
minutes.

4. The candidates are required to
pass in both the subjects
separately to qualify the exam.

5. Results of the written test shall be
declared on the same day.

Adaptability Test -1:
All candidates who pass the written

test shall undertake adaptability test
-1 to assess suitability of a candidate
for employment in IAF which involves
deployment in varied geographic
terrain, weather and operational
conditions.

Adaptability Test -2 :
All candidates who pass

adaptability test -1 shall undertake
adaptability test -2 to assess a
candidate who can adapt to the
environment of Indian Air Force and
are able to adjust to the military way of
life.

Dynamic Factor Test (only for IAF
(S) Trade

*** JAI HIND ***
*** JAI BHARAT ***
*** JAI SIKKIM***

NOTE : CANDIDATES ARE ADVISED TO BRING THEIR SPORTS SHOES AND
SHORTS/TRACK PANT
FOR QUERIES PLEASE VISIT WEBSITE : WWW.AIRMENSELECTION.CDAC.lN

IN CASE OF ANY DIFFICULTIES/PROBLEM CONTACT OFFICE OF THE RAJYA  SAINIK
BOARD, GANGTOK OR ZILLA SAINIK BOARD (WEST/SOUTH/NORTH/EAST).
CANDIDATES MAY ALSO CONTACT AT THE NUMBER 9593268469

        Sd/-
Col D. N Bhutia (Retd)

Secretary, RSB
R.O. NO. 115/IPR/PUB/Classi/19-20, Dt:26/07/19
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Information

With reference to letter. No. 29/ADMN/SLAs/474 dated 15th July 2019,
from the Additional Secretary (Adm), Sikkim Legislative Assembly, ‘no
electronic gadgets which includes still cameras/video tools/
Smartphones/I-pads etc shall be allowed to be carried inside the gallery
during the session except  Information and  Public Relations Department
and if they need photographs for publication, they may kindly obtain
the same from IPR Department.’
It is to further add that as per the ‘Guidelines for video Recording and

Telecasting of the Proceedings,’ it has been mentioned that, ‘the
proceedings of Sikkim Legislative  Assembly  shall be recorded through
Department of IPR, Government of Sikkim, Doordarshan (DD) and All
India Radio (AIR).’

This is for information to all please.

Sciences, Singtam, East Sikkim and
Ideal Cure Pacheykhaney, East
Sikkim while the centre has closed
down Alembic Phramceutical
Samardung, South Sikkim.

Answering the questions
put forth by MLA Mr. B.K Sharma,
Minister for Tourism and Civil
Aviation Department, Mr. B.S Pant
said that the department is aware
of the fact that people residing in
the periphery of the Greenfield
Airport at Pakyong are affected
and is providing steps for relief
and rehabilitation process to the
affected people. Surveys have
been made to access the damage
of 66 nos. of affected families.

Minister for Mines and
Geology Department, Mr. Karma
Loday Bhutia  while replying to the

query raised by MLA Ms. Sunita
Gajmer said that as per the parcha/
document, a total of 27.2520
hectares was under Sikkim Mining,
Rangpo. A portion of  land is
allotted and transferred to various
organizations and associations as
well as government departments as
per the approval of the
government.

Responding to another
query raised by MLA, Mr. Aditya
Golay, the Minister for Labour
Department, Mr. Mingma Norbu
Sherpa said that Cess collection
under the provision of  buildings
and other Construction Workers
Welfare Cess Act 1996 started in
the state of Sikkim w.e.f  06.09.2010.

In reply to another question,
Mr. Sherpa said that Sikkim
Buildings and Other Construction
Workers Welfare Board, an
autonomous body constituted
under  the provision of the
building and other construction
(Regulation of Employment and

Roads & Bridges Department
Government of Sikkim

No: 63/GoS/R&B(GEN)/17-18/93/P                       Date: 26/07/2019

NOTICE
The Roads & Bridges Department hereby invites enlisted

Contractors of Category I- AA excluding Joint venture enlisted with the
Sikkim PWD for submission of their work details along with financial
credibility supported by authentic documents as prescribed below
within 15 (Fifteen) days from the date of publication of this notice.

1. Work executed in the last 10 (ten) years and work under
          execution.

2. Tools & Plants details with ownership (Hiring certificate shall
          not be entertained)

3.  Hot mix plant ownership mandatory.
4.   Annual turnover for the last 3 (Three) years not less than ` 6.00

          Crore (Rupees Six  Crore) only.
5.  Solvency Certificate
6.  Profit and loss statement for the financial year ending March

          2019.
7. Fixed deposit details with not less than an amount of ` 2.00

         Crore (Rupess, Two Crore) only.
This is to enable the Department to establish credential with respect

to their performance as of now for empanelment after evaluation with
regard to invoking Clause I of the Notification No. 515/R&B/PWD/
Secy. dt: 12/06/2018 for emergency / urgent works.

(Chief Engineer)
Roads & Bridges Department

Govt. of Sikkim, Gangtok
 R.O. NO. 116/IPR/PUB/Classi/19-20, Dt:26/07/19

Office of the Superintending Engineer
Water Resources and River Development

Department
Government of Sikkim

          Bid No: NHP-03 Online Tender-01 of 2019-20.
Date: 26th July 2019

E- Procurement Notice
Assignment Title: “Supply, installation, testing and Commissioning

of equipment for setting up of Gauge Discharge Stations under NHP
for WR&RDD, Sikkim. The Superintending Engineer, State Project
Monitoring Unit, Water Resources and River Development
Department, Government of Sikkim, invites eligible registered
Suppliers to indicate their interest in providing the above Services.
Complete details are available in the website http://sikkimtender.gov.in

Superintending Engineer, NHP, SPMU,
Sokeythang, Tadong, East Sikkim-737102

Email: sikkimwrd@gmail.com

nurturing their growth and skills
thereby helping them to secure
employment. Efforts of the state
government is towards the holistic
development of students and to
provide greater impetus to quality
education, he said. Stating that
health sector is also of paramount
importance, the Chief Minister
welcomed the suggestions of the
Governor and said that the hospital
at Sochaygang would be fully
equipped so that it can provide
better health facilities to the
poorest of the poor in the State.

The Governor had also put
a lot of impetus on ‘Green
Industry’ and the hazards that
pollution etc. put on the natural
beauty of the state. The Chief
Minister said that the state
government would make sure that
they adhere to the guidelines of
substantial reduction in emissions
etc.

Talking about the high
priority that the state government
has placed for the welfare of the
farmers, the Chief Minister said
that the government is
implementing several farmer’s
welfare schemes to revitalize
agriculture sector and to improve
their economic conditions. He said
that the government would put
appropriate policy measures so
that agriculture gets a boost in the
state.

In his concluding note, the
Chief Minister expressed gratitude
to the Governor of Sikkim for his
address during the opening of the
Budget Session on July 29, 2019.
Speaker Mr. L.B Das announced
the voting on the Motion of
Thanks on the Governor’s address
which was passed by the House

Thereafter, during the
Financial Business, the Speaker
stated that General discussion on
the Budget for the financial year

2019-20 presented in the House by
the Chief Minister Mr. P.S Tamang
who is also the Minister in charge
for Finance, Revenue and
Expenditure Department on the
first day of the Budget session
was open for discussion. Since
there was no discussion on the
subject, the Speaker said that this
matter would be taken up later.

During the Government
Business, the Chief Minister, Mr.
P.S Tamang presented the White
Paper on Expenditure
Commitments, Borrowings and
Revenue Potential (Volume I & II)
to the house on the first day of the
Budget Session. The Chief
Minister said that it was the duty
and the responsibility of the
government to provide information
to the general public through the
White Paper.

The Chief Minister said that
the total outstanding loan when
they took over the previous
government and that as of  March
31, 2019 stands at ̀ 16,207.94 crore.
He elaborated that the loan if
calculated per person of the
population of Sikkim amounts to
`2,45,000 each.

The Chief Minister also
gave a brief overview of the state’s
situation when the previous
government took over. He said that
the loan of the state government
during March 31,1994 was ̀ 214.93
crore making loan per person at
`4,797 only.

The Chief Minister also said
that bill pending liabilities of all the
Departments stand at `5,604.75
crore.

Speaking on the rumours of
the Sikkim-Darjeeling merger, the
Chief Minister clarified that Sikkim
was protected under the 371(F) of
the Constitution and that the
government would uphold and
protect it until the very end. He also
reassured that the government
would never lie or betray the faith
that the people of Sikkim have
placed on him and his government.
He reminded the people that the

merger is not something that
happens instantly and that the
Article protects the people and
safeguards their rights.

During the zero hour, MLAs
of the Sikkim Democratic Front
Party, Mr. G.T Dhungel and Mr. Em
Prasad Sharma raised a query to
the Chief Minister, Mr. P.S Tamang
who is also the Minister-in-charge
for Home Department as to
whether the Sikkim-Darjeeling
merger was a fact or just another
political propaganda. This
question was expunged by the
Speaker (SLA), Mr. L.B Das under
Rule 325 of  Rules of  Procedure
and Conduct of Business in SLA.

The MLAs also made a
petition for a separate seating
arrangement for them, away from
the SDF party bench. They stated
that they were elected by the
people and hence keeping their
welfare and rights in mind, they
chose to attend the Assembly
Session, which has been
boycotted by the other members
of the SDF party. Their petition was
accepted by the Speaker. Keeping
in mind the Provision of Article 194
of the Constitution of India, the
MLAs were provided with
separate seats.

Thereafter during the
Legislative Business, the Sikkim
Court Fees and Stamps on
Documents (Amendment) Bill No.
5 of 2019 which  was introduced
by the Chief Minister, Mr. P.S
Tamang, who is also the Minister
for Finance, Revenue and
Expenditure Department on the
first day of the session was
adopted and passed by the house.

The Statements of Objects
and Reasons of the Sikkim Court
Fees and Stamps on Documents
(Amendment) Bill No. 5 of 2019
states that the State Government
has deemed it expedient to amend
rule (7) of the Sikkim Court Fees
and Document Rules, 1928 and
insertion of new rules (7) (a) with a
view to introduce e-payment for
collection of court fees.
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Question Hour...

Conditions of Service) Act 1996
has notified 22 schemes vide
Notification no. 06/DL dated
12.03.2015 for the welfare of
workers registered under the
BOCW Act 1996.

Replying to another query
by MLA Mr. Aditya Golay, Mr.
Sherpa said that the contract
labour (Regulation and Abolition)
Act 1970 has not been enforced in
the state of Sikkim.

However, under the
provision the interstate migrant
(Regulation of Employment and
Conditions of Service) Act 1979,
the Labour Department is
empowered to issue license for
employment of inter-state migrant
workers directly to the companies
or contractors if they employ 05 or
more such workers under Section
8 of the above mentioned act for
the execution of the particular
given work.
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