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Pearls  of  Wisdom

The secret of getting ahead is getting started.
- Mark Twain

Contd.on page 4

Gangtok, May 04:  The
“International Conference on
Biodiversi ty and SDGs:
Sustainable Livelihood and
Protecting the Planet” organised
by the Forest Environment and
Wildlife Management
Department, Government of
Sikkim, at Chintan Bhawan was
formally inaugurated by the
Chief Minister  Mr.  Pawan
C h a m l i n g ,  t o d a y .
Accompanying him on the
dais were Minister for Food
Security,  Agriculture
Development and Horticulture
Development Department, Mr.
Somnath Poudyal, Minister for
Forest ,  Environment and
Wildlife Management
Department,  Mr.  Tshering

Gangtok, May 04: The two day
long Sikkim Summit for Tribal
Status 2018 concluded at Manan
Kendra, today. The Governor, Mr.
Shriniwas Patil graced the
valedictory function as the chief
guest.

The two-day Summit
was organized by Eleven
Indigenous Ethnic Communities of
Sikkim (EIECOS) in collaboration
with the Sikkim Commission for
Backward Classes and Social
Justice and Welfare Department,
Government of Sikkim.

Addressing the
gathering, Governor Mr. Sriniwas
Patil said, “I am happy to see that
unity has been formed to achieve
the collective goal of tribal status
to left out indigenous communities
who sincerely deserve due
protection and recognition under
the constitution. Over the decades
Sikkim has established itself as
an abode of peace, stability and
progress. The harmony and mutual

trust among all communities of
Sikkim is exemplary. I have seen
numerous instances where one
community is seen advocating the
rights of other community.
Sikkimese society has shown
exemplary passion and sincerity to
foster the peace and tranquility all
along.”

“I am confident that by
ensuring equal constitutional  right

to all Sikkimese we can preserve its
unique identity and ethos
for centuries to come. With the
involvement and sincere efforts of
all the stakeholders, they will be
able to put forth our legitimate
demands in a conclusive and
logical manner to the union
government for its early fulfillment”
Governor added.          

Sikkim Summit for Tribal Status
2018 concludes

Gangtok, May 03: Former Union
Minister for Tribal Affairs and
Panchayati Raj, Mr. Kishore
Chandra Deo called on the
Governor Mr. Shriniwas Patil  at
Raj Bhawan, today.

It was a courtesy call by the

Mr. Deo who had arrived at
Gangtok as  special invitee to
deliver keynote address in Two
Days Tribal Status Summit 2018
organised by the State
Government.

Former Union Minister
Kishore Chandra Deo calls
on  Governor

Wangdi Lepcha,  renowned
environmentalist ,  author,
professional speaker and social
activist, Dr. Vandana Shiva,
Founder, COLABORA Germany
and Member of the International
Federation of Agricultural
Journalists -IFAJ, Mr. Bernward
Geier  and International Director,
Regeneration International and
Ambassador IFOAM - Organics
International, Mr. Andre Leu.

The conference had the

dist inguished presence and
participation of national and
international luminaries from the
field of Biodiversi ty
conservation and Sustainable
Development Goals.

“The Himalayas have been
our life givers in terms of giving
water resources to the people
living not only in the Himalayan
region but also in the plains
which act as the granary of the
entire country”, said the Chief
Minister in his address while
touching on the subject  of
Biodiversity and how fragile the
environment has become in the
recent years due to constant
human activities. He said that in
the area of Biodiversi ty
Management, increasing the
green cover has been the state’s
greatest  effort  which
incidentally conferred on Sikkim
as the greenest state in 1998 and
as the first organic state in the
country in 2016 which is an

International Conference on Biodiversity
and SDGs

Gangtok, May 03: Amid ongoing
spell of pre-monsoon showers
across the state, a state level pre-
monsoon preparedness meeting
was held at the Mini Conference
Hall of  Chintan Bhawan, today.
The meeting was chaired by State
Relief Commissioner- cum
Secretary, Land Revenue and
Disaster Management
Department, Mr. Tshegyal Tashi.

State Relief Commissioner
cum Secretary, Mr.  Tshegyal
Tashi took stock of the
preparedness of various state and
central agencies, Army, ITBP, SSB
etc. to tackle the disaster situation
in the state.  

During the meeting, lessons
learned from the previous
preparedness meeting and
disaster response activities were
shared among the participants.

In his opening remarks, Mr.
Tshegyal Tashi directed all the
line departments to further review
and submit their Office Disaster
Management Plan as soon as
possible. He advised the
participants to take advanced
action in order to tackle the
upcoming monsoon. He urged for
a better coordination between the
personnel of State Disaster
Response Force (SDRF) and
National Disaster Response Force
(NDRF) in order to tackle the
disaster collectively. He said that
natural disasters are unpredictable
and inevitable therefore it is very

imperative to impart necessary
training to SDRF personnel and
Civil Defence Institutions. He
further emphasised on greater
coordination and co-operation
from various stakeholders and
non-governmental agencies.

He also highlighted on the
crucial role of the Police and Fire
Emergency Department, Health
Care, Human Services and Family
Welfare Department, Food and
Civil Supplies Department, PHE
Department, Power Department,
SSDMA, NDRF, ARMY, ITBP,
Civil Defence Institutions and
NGO in combating the disaster
and future calamities.

Various issues like framing
of Office Management Disaster
Plan by all the departments,
preparation of department wise
monsoon preparedness plan,
disaster relief measures, early
warning system, checking the
readiness of equipment and
communication system, advance
procurement of necessary relief
materials, coordinated approach
for disaster response in the four
districts and community-based
disaster management were
highlighted at the meeting.

Vital suggestion and
preventive measures for the
upcoming monsoon were shared
and deliberated among the
participants. During the meeting

Pre-monsoon preparedness
meeting held Contd.on page 2
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District Diary

Namchi, May 02: South District
Officers Club (SDOC) organized
a grand farewell get-together for
the outgoing officials and
administrators of South District
at SDOC, today.

The programme also saw
former DC (South), Mr. Raj Yadav
and former SP (South), Dr. Y. Shiv
Prasad handing over the charges
of SDOC President and Vice
President to the present DC
(South), Mr. P. Verma and
SSP(South), Mr. S. Rai,

Gyalshing: Under the guidance
of Ministry of Agriculture and
Farmers Welfare, Government of
India, Agricultural Technology
Management Agency (ATMA) in
collaboration with Krishi Vigyan
Kendra (KVK) West Sikkim
celebrated Kisan Kalyan
Karyashala in all the nine Blocks
of West district on May 02. The
main theme of the programme was
“Doubling of Farmer’s Income
(DFI)’ by 2022 by taking due
advantage of the farmer oriented
flagship programme of the
Government.

The programme was held at
the training hall of KVK and the
chairman, State Poultry
Development Board, Government
of Sikkim graced the occasion as
a chief guest along with the
Panchayat members, Block
Development Officer, Joint
Director (Agri.), Joint Director
(Horti.), Deputy Director (Horti.)
and other Field functionaries
from the Line Departments apart
from 122 farmers from the
different villages of Gyalshing
Block.

 The programme started
with a welcome address delivered
by Senior Scientist and Head of
KVK West Sikkim. Later, he made
the presentation of various
farmer centric schemes being
implemented by the Government

Kisan Kalyan Karyashala celebrated

respectively.
Ten outgoing South

district officials were felicitated
on the occasion by various
departments for their
contribution in effective
administration and management
during their course of tenure in
the district. 

 Former  President of
SDOC, Mr. Raj Yadav was
felicitated by executive members
of SDOC, children of Mayal
Lyang Children’s Home and

various other departments of
South district for his dynamic
vision and farsightedness in
running the office which in turn
metamorphosed the system of
administration in the district. He
was lauded for bringing in fresher
ideas, his spirited leadership
qualities and wife public acclaim
for kickstarting a slew of popular
initiatives as the collector of
South District.

of India viz. Pradhan Mantri
Jeevan Jyoti Bima
Yojana(PMJJBY), Pradhan
Mantri Suraksha Bima Yojana
(PMSBY), Pradhan Mantra
Krishi Sinchai Yojana (PMKSY),
Soil Health Card Scheme and
Kisan Credit Card. He further laid
stress on the use of toll free KCC
(Kisan Call Centre) number by the
farmers to address the farm
related issues of the farmers.

Thereafter, Joint Director,
Food Security and Agriculture
Development Department West
district in his brief remarks
highlighted about the various
Agricultural inputs that can be
provided by the department and
briefed the gathering about the
objectives of Rastriya Krishi
Vikas Yojana (RKVY), Param
Paragat Krishi Vikas Yojana and
PMKSY which are being
implemented in the district. While
the Joint Director, Horticulture
encouraged the farmers to get
engaged in the large scale
cultivation and sale of organic
vegetables to reap the benefits
of prohibition of import of
inorganic vegetables from
outside the State to strengthen
the farm income. He also informed
the house about the refrigerated
mobile van provided by the State
Department for the purpose of
collection and sale of vegetables

from the door step of the farmers.
He further requestedthe farmers
not to leave any land barren.

Subsequently,  BDO,
Gyalshing highlighted about the
Ujala Scheme for Unnat Jeevan
implemented by the Government
of India where citizen are given
LED bulb in the affordable rate to
promote efficient use of energy
by every household in the
country. He further briefed on
necessity of  Solid Waste
Management, Urban Composting
and minimal or no use of any
plastic items.

The chief guest in his
remark encouraged the gathering
to take full advantage of the
initiatives of the Government and
actively participate in organic
farming so that the farmers
income could be doubled within
a stipulated time.

Similarly, in the remaining
Eight Blocks apart from BTMs
(Block Technology Managers)
and Agricultural Technology
Managers ( ATMs), the subject
Matter Specialists from KVK
West Sikkim were present as a
Resource Persons.

During the programme,
pamphlets on various flagship
programme initiated by
Government of India was also
distributed to the farmers.

Namchi, April 28: The
Department of Electronics and
Communication Engineering
(DECE), CCCT, Government
Polytechnic, Chisopani, South
Sikkim organized a one day
special awareness campaign on
Digital Village, cyber security,
and E-banking at Village
Administrative Centre of
Denchung-Poklok, Nandugaun,
today. Twelve Students of 2nd

year DECE organized the event
in association with Gram
Panchyat members of
Denchung-Poklok. Mr. Donal Rai
and Prerna Rana presented the
concept of  Digital Village
wherein connectivity, ease of
access, app based office,
paperless documentation were
the focused area of

presentation. Mr. Nitiesh Kumar
and Mr.Bhim Sharma presented
various know how on “Cyber
Security “. Social media abuses,
Banking Fraud, are major
antisocial element increasing
every day. Precaution and
appropriate use of this platform
can be turned into productive
medium and protect the common
people from being cheated by
fraudants were shared with
people and School students
present in the event. Mr. Acabu
Vupru and Subarna Sharma
presented the awareness on E-
banking. How we can open and
use online banking, App based
transactions, Security concerns
were major information being
shared during the presentation.
Faculty members of DECE-CCCT

Mr. Deependra Adhikari and Ms.
Kabita Nepal summarize all the
presentation and delivered the
objective that this campaign was
to make villagers and students
aware of Digital India and various
ways of adapting so that we can
become more efficient and hassle
free economy. Gram Panchyat and
School Student acknowledged
the initiative of department
(DECE-CCCT) and provided
excellent feedback, suggestion
and good wishes to students.

Forty students from
Nandugaun Senior Secondary
School and all the Gram panchyat
members and Public along with
President of Gram panchyat were
present in the event.

The Governor thanked the
organizing committee for inviting
him to be part of the convention.
It may be mentioned here that the
two days Sikkim Summit for Sikkim
Tribal Status 2018 was formally
inaugurated by the Chief Minister
Mr. Pawan Chamling at Manan
Kendra on May 03.

The Chief Minister Mr.
Pawan Chamling while addressing
the congregation said that the
Summit was of great importance for
making Sikkim a Tribal State in
India and that the Summit would
bear fruits for the 11 communities
of Sikkim. Sharing a brief history
of the union of Sikkim with India in
the 1970s he spoke on the various
contributions laid down by the
Nepali community for India, the
sacrificial initiatives taken forward
by the Nepali community as per the
Chief Minister have been noticed
and appreciated to some extent. He
stated that the Government is
doing everything in its power and
jurisdiction in appealing to the
Centre for making Sikkim a Tribal
State. He urged the public to work
towards a common goal and to
make a viable and justifiable
demand. The demands for a tribal
state should be framed in such a
way that it can be justified by the
State to the Centre.

He stated that if Tax
Exemption for Sikkim can be made
possible than so can the demand
for a Tribal State would be done in
a similar manner if all communities
of Sikkim develop the communal
unity. He also stated that Sikkim
has prevailed as a peaceful state
in the country although it is in a
highly sensitive area covered with
3 international boundaries. He
further said that the demands
raised by the state towards making
it tribal are constitutional and
legitimate.

He also said that in order for
Sikkim to be safe the Nepali
community have to be safeguarded
first whilst keeping in mind the
other communities in minority. He
also highlighted that even if the
tribal status is given, the existing
tribal communities of Sikkim would
be safeguarded and their rights
would remain as it is in terms of
land, seat reservations and others.

The Chief Minister urged
the representatives of the various
communities to attend the Summit
as it will build up the framework of
making the demands justifiable
which the presenters of various
portfolios would be presenting and
enlightening them with.

Former Union Minister,
Tribal Affairs and Panchayati Raj,
Mr. Kishore Chandra Deo and
Chairman, State Commission for
Backward Classes (SCBC), Mr. T.
N. Sharma gave the keynote
address for the inaugural session.

The first session for the first
day was chaired by M.P (Lok
Sabha), Mr. P. D. Rai. Plenary
Lecture was given by Former
Secretary, MoTA, Mr. Hrushikesh
Panda and Prof. Claude Arpi,
Tibetologist which was followed
by discussion on the lectures.

Earlier, MP (Lok Shaba), Mr.
P.D Rai said, “It was indeed a

wonderful learning for all of us and
I would like to thank
the Governor for raising the
dignity and stature of this summit.
It is with all humility that I stand
here to talk on a subject which is
very close to our hearts.”

Referring to the inaugural
address of the Chief Minister, Mr.
Pawan Chamling who inaugurated
the Summit, Mr. Rai said “the Chief
Minister delivered with such
clarity that there is historical
evidence to suggest
that Sikkimese of Nepali
ethnicity have had to face injustice
at several instances. 1978, without
any prime reason, the left out
communities and indeed at that
time the Limboo-Tamang were
dropped from the tribal status. So,
this historical injustice needs to be
corrected.”

He further stated that when
more and more aspirations come
up, this kind of demand would
always come to the forth and it is
with this view that the
Chief Minister has been perusing
this matter relentlessly for almost
over a decade.

He spoke about the
difference between Indian Nepalis
and Sikkimese Nepalis referring
quotes from various panelist of the
summit.

“This particular kind of
Tribal Summit was organised to
find a resolve to conflicting issues
that are there before us. Over the
last two days we have indeed seen
so many ways and means that we
have under the constitution of
India within the 371F for
the protection of all ethnicity
in Sikkim. We are here to build solid
argument and justification for
proper justification.”

The two day convention
had 7 prominent Resource Person
from various parts of India.

The valedictory function
was attended by Chairman of the
Sikkim Commission for Backward
Classes, Mr. T.N. Sharma, Sikkim
Commission for Backward Classes
Department Secretary, Mr. H.K
Sharma, Social Justice and Welfare
Department, Secretary, Ms. Sarala
Rai, EIECOS Chairperson, Dr.
S.K. Rai, Presidents and members
of EIECOS, Officials from various
department including host
departments, faculty and students
from Sikkim University, students
from different government
colleges, schools.

During the programme
prominent resource persons were
felicitated by the Governor.

The second session of
Plenary Lecture for the second day
was chaired by Principal Secretary
of IPR Department, Mr. Bhagwan
Shanker where Former Speaker of
Sikkim Legislative Assembly, Mr.
K.T. Gyaltsen, Mr. D.N. Thakarpa
and Former Vice Chancellor of
Sikkim University, Prof. T.B. Subba
delivered their plenary
lecture. The third session of the
second day was chaired by Prof.
T.B. Subba where plenary lecture
was given by Eminent Advocate
of Supreme Court of India, Mrs.
Shomona Khanna and Director of
Indira Gandhi Manav Sanghralaya,
Prof. Sarit K. Chaudhuri which was
followed by discussion and
suggestion by the speakers.

Contd. from front page

Sikkim Summit...

SDOC organizes farewell

measures and good practices
being adopted by the State and
Central government to address
the disaster management related
issues in the state were discussed
at length.

Contd. from front page

Pre-monsoon ...

Special awareness campaign on Digital Village, cyber security and E-
banking

Mr. Tshegyal Tashi assured
all possible help and assistance
to all the State Department and
other Central Government
Agencies during the time of
emergency.

In his closing remark,
Secretary Mr. Tshegyal Tashi
strongly urged the participants to

be prepared and primarily be in a
state of full alert for any
forthcoming disaster.  

The State Department and
other Central Government
institution have in return assured
to fully co-operate and respond
proactively during the time of
disaster.
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Government of Sikkim
Finance Revenue and Expenditure

Department
Gangtok

No. 19/Fin/Adm                                                    Dated: 1st May, 2018

NOTICE
This is for general information to the candidates who have qualified

for appointment to the post of Accounts Clerk/Junior Storekeeper under
Sikkim Sub-ordinate Accounts Service vide notice no 15/EXAM/SPSC/
2018 dated 6th April 2018, to collect their Memorandum for appointment
from Finance Revenue and Expenditure Department, Mannan Kendra,
Gangtok. Memorandum for appointment shall be issued only to the
candidates on production of Admit Card or any other proof of
identification. The memorandum shall be issued during working hour
w.e.f. 4th May 2018.

Principal Secretary
Financial Revenue and Expenditure Department

Gangtok
R.O.NO. 64/IPR/PUB/Classi/18-19(i), dt. 1/5/2018

Government of Sikkim
Commerce and Industries Department

Udyog Bhawan
Tadong- 737102

Gangtok
Ref No:33/ C&I                                                            Date:02/05/2018

CORRIGENDUM
Notice Inviting Tender for Annual Maintenance Contract of

Computers and Peripherals
Sealed Tender/ Quotation is invited from Registered Firms for

Annual Maintenance Contract of Computers and Peripherals for the
financial year 2018-19. The details of the Computers and Peripherals
to be brought under AMC are as follows:

SL.No. Items Nos.
1. Computer/ Desktop 18
2. Printer 18
3. UPS 18

For further queries, you may visit the office of the Director,
Commerce & Industries Department, Government of Sikkim, Udyog
Bhawan, Tadong, Gangtok.

The sealed tender/ quotation is to be submitted on or before 10th

May 2018, 3:00 PM.

Deputy Secretary,
Commerce & Industries Department

R.O.NO.65/ IPR/ PUB/ Classi/18-19(ii), Dt:3/5/18

Rural Management & Development
Department

Government of Sikkim
Gangtok

Memo No. 301/RM&DD/MGNREGA/18-19         Dated: 30/04/2018

SHORT  NOTICE  FOR  RE-TENDER
   NIT  Reference No:-124/RM&DD/MGNREGA/17-18,

dated 01/03/2018
The Re-tender for supply of materials for MGNREGA works for

Rhenock B.A.C. and date of submission of tender documents is on
11/05/2018  till 12.00 Noon. The tender shall be opened on same day
at 2pm. at BDO Office, B.A.C. Rhenock, East Sikkim. All other terms
and conditions  shall remain un-altered.

Sr. Accounts Officer-MGNREGA
RM&DD, Gangtok

R.O.NO. 60/IPR/PUB/Classi/18-19(i), dt. 30/4/2018

Printing & Stationery Department
Government of Sikkim

Tadong, Gangtok, Sikkim
Phone No. 03592 - 231283, Fax No. 03592 - 231283

No. Accts/128/Ptg. & Sty./100                                                                                             Dated: 4/5/2018

RE-AUCTION NOTICE
It is for information in general that the Printing & Stationery Department has proposed to dispose off

the following machines lying idle within the premises of the department on “As is where is basis” by
inviting sealed quotations.

The details of machines and the year of purchased by the department are as under:-

SI.No Name of the Machines Year of Purchase
1. Golden Cutting Machine 2002
2. Programmable Hydraulic Machine 2006
3. Auto Print PTP 7000 2006
4. Solid Iron Frame Rack (5 Nos) NA
5. Darshan Wire Stitching Machine 2007
6. Thread Sewing Machine 2003
7. 3 Phase Voltage Stabilizer (2Nos) 2005
8. Variable Auto Transformer NA
9. Tin Mounting Machine 2004
10. Weighing Maching 100 KG Capacity 1999

Therefore, for disposal of the said Machines, sealed quotations are hereby invited from interested
firms/individuals to reach the undersigned on the date and time mentioned hereunder:-

1. Sale of Tender form : 24th to 25th May 2018 (upto 3 PM)
2. Receipt of Quotation(s) : 30/5/2018 (upto 12 noon)
3. Opening of Quotation(s) : 30/5/2018 at 1.30 PM onwards

TERMS AND CONDITIONS
(I) The Machines proposed for auction can be inspected during office hours with the permission

of any of the Officers Viz, Director, Joint Director, Dy Director, Works Manager.
(II) The quotations should be accompanied by TDR of ` 5,000/- (Rupees Five Thousand) only

obtained from the State Bank of Sikkim in favour of Joint Director-cum- D & D O, Printing &
Stationery Department, Government of Sikkim.

(III) The Tender form can be obtained from the Joint Director- cum- D & D a, Printing & Stationery
Department, Government of Sikkim on payment of ` 1,000/- ( Rupees One Thousand) only in
the form of Bank receipt obtained from the State Bank of Sikkim to be deposited under the
Revenue Receipt Head No 0058 - Printing & Stationery - 800 - Other Receipts- as a Cost of
Tender Form during office hours.

(IV) The department will not be responsible for non-receipt/ late receipt or loss of tender documents
submitted through post Office.

(V) The assessment of the bidder shall be taken into consideration on the basis of highest rates
quoted cumulatively.

(VI) The successful/selected bidder shall deposit full bid amount within 15 days from the date of
acceptance of rates.  However, in case of failure to do so his/her selection as highest bidder
shall be rejected and the security deposit stands forfeited.  Thereafter the next highest bidder
shall be given offer for lifting the machines on the rates quoted by him/her.

(VII) After depositing full amount within the stipulated period by the successful bidder he/she should
be able to lift complete items within the period of 01 (one) month.  The department shall not be
held responsible in case of lose/damage of items if he/she fails to lift the items within the
stipulated time.

(VIII) The department reserves the right to accept or reject any or all quotations without assigning
any reason thereof.

Joint Director - cum - D&DO
R.O.NO. 68/IPR/PUB/Classi/18-19(ii), dt. 4/5/2018                         Printing & Stationery Department

Government of Sikkim
Excise (ABK) Department

M.G. Marg, Gangtok
No. 23/Ex. (Abk)                                                                                                 Dated: 4th May, 2018

NOTIFICATION
In Exercise of powers conferred by section 5(1) and (2) of the Right to Information Act, 2005 the

following officers of Excise (Abk) Department is hereby designated as State Public Information
Officer and Assistant Public Information Officer for the purpose of the said Act:-

Sl.No. Name Designation Contact No.
1. Mrs. Yishey D. Yongda, SPIO for all Excise 94341-64582

Additional Secretary, (Abk) matters.
Head Office, Gangtok

2. Shri Namgyal Dorjee ASPIO of all Excise 81451-07601
Bhutia, Assistant (Abk) matters pertaining
Commissioner, South/ to South/West District
West

This is in partial supersession of Notification No. 28/Ex. (Abk) dated 18.12.2017.

BY ORDER

SD/- (TSHERING N. BHUTIA) IAS
SECRETARY / EXCISE (ABK)

Department  of Information and Public
Relations

Government of Sikkim
Tadong, Gangtok

ATTENTION
Instances of non-receipt of Sikkim Herald in various Departments

have been reported even though the same are being delivered by the
Department regularly.

In view of above, it is proposed to deliver the Sikkim Herald to a
designated delivery point in different Departments through a
designated contact person (Nodal Officers) which will facilitate in
keeping track of regular delivery of Sikkim Herald to them.

Although some Departments have already complied, there are
still few Departments who have still not designated a Nodal Officer
for the same.  Kindly intimate the name, designation and contact
number (both landline & mobile) of the Nodal Officer who will be
responsible for receipt of Sikkim Herald in their respective
Departments at the earliest to the undersigned.

Assistant Director (Pub.)
sikkimherald_ipr@yahoo.com

Mob.No. 7908097115

Read and   AdvertiseRead and   AdvertiseRead and   AdvertiseRead and   AdvertiseRead and   Advertise
ininininin

Sikkim HeraldSikkim HeraldSikkim HeraldSikkim HeraldSikkim Herald
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achievement to be proud of.
While reflecting back to

the past he stated that “twenty-
three years ago when we took
over the reign of governance, we
took upon ourselves the task of
defining both short-term and
long term sustainable
development programmes for
our State. We started to take
bold initiatives in wide ranging
sectors like education, health,
social justice, environment,
poverty alleviation etc. I realize
there are many commonalities
between our initiatives and the
Sustainable Development Goals
set-up by the United Nations for
2015-2030”. In his address he
also touched upon the various
Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs) which Sikkim has been
able to follow. He specifically
targeted that the SDG agenda 14
and 15 reflected the importance
of biodiversity and ecosystems.
He then briefly touched upon
some of the Sustainable
Development Goals 2015-2030,
specifical ly related to the
initiatives undertaken in Sikkim
so far relating to ending Poverty
in al l  i ts  forms ,  to end
hunger ,  health ini t iat ives
through Chief Minister ’s
Comprehensive Annual and
Total Check-Up for Healthy
Sikkim (CATCH)
programmes, equitable quality
education and life-long learning
opportunities for all and ultimate
goal of making Sikkim as the
100% literate state by the end of
2018, gender equality and other

goals etched down by the
UN. He expressed his gratitude
towards the initiative take by
them in organizing these global
initiatives with this international
conference on ‘Biodiversity and
SDGs-sustainable livelihood
and protecting the planet’.

While addressing the
inaugural session, Dr. Vandana
Shiva applauded the State of
Sikkim and Chief Minister’s
initiatives for leading the state
towards sustainable
development for the past 25
years. She also congratulated
Chief Minister for being the
longest serving Chief Minster in
India. In her address, she stated
that the Sikkimese populous are
privileged to live in Sikkim when
the whole world is filled with
woes of i ts  own. She also
applauded Sikkim for leading
their role in organic farming
amongst the Himalayan states
and also helping them in their
vision of making the entire
Himalayan Region Organic by
2022.  

During the programme,
a book titled “Rapid Biodiversity
Survey Vol. 3&4’ was released
by the Chief Minister and other
dignitaries present in the dais.

Earl ier,   Principal
Secretary-cum-PCCF, Forest,
Environment and Wildlife
Management Department, Dr.
Thomas Chandy in his welcome
address said that the world is at
a critical juncture and that it is a
concern of all to be vigilant
towards the environment and its
pattern of behaviour. He also
said that each year over one
hundred thousand sq. Kms. of
Biodiversity is lost which is
alarming and needs actions. He

also said that  ‘Sustainable
Development is the only model
that can help the world’ which
the state of Sikkim has been
doing for the past years. He said
that  under the visionary
leadership of the Chief Minister
the state has been plastic free
since 2 decades and that the
protected areas have increased
from 13.5% to 30.77%. Moreover,
he said that Sikkim is an example
which needs and can be
replicated in the other part of
North-East states of India.

The one-day Conference
was divided into five technical
sessions with specific themes.
Among the national  and
international delegates who
facilitated these sessions were
Founder Navdanya, Dr. Vandana
Shiva,  Founder COLABORA,
Mr. Bernward Geier,
International Director IFOAM,
Mr. Andre Leu,  Former
Executive Director,  Gross
National Happiness Centre,
Bhutan, Dr. Saamdu Chettri and
visiting faculty IIT Kharagpur,
Dr. Mira Shiva, Coordinator
IHES and Founder Member of
Doctors for food Safety, Ms.
Maya Goburdhun, Director
Navdanya, Ms. Neha Raj Singh,
Project coordinator Navdanya,
Mr. Vaidya G.G. Gangadharan,
Ramaiah Indic Special i ty
Ayurveda, Bangalore, Dr. Vinod
Bhatt ,  Project  Director,
Navdanya, Dr. Biju Kumar, Dean,
Department of Aquatic Biology
& Fisheries,  Universi ty of
Kerala,  Dr.  H.K. Badola,
Freelance expert, Biodiversity
Conservation, Bio culture and
Climate Change, and Ms. Neha
Upadhyaya, Founder, GUNA and
Macrobiotic coach.

Contd. from front page

I n t e r n a t i o n a l
Conference...

Gangtok, May 03:   A  Press
Conference was held  at Samman
Bhawan, today. The press
conference  was chaired by the
Chief  Minister Mr. Pawan
Chamling and had the presence
of National and international
luminaries in the field of
Biodiversity conservation and
sustainable development.

Addressing the press
conference, renowned
environmentalist and Founder of
Navdanya, New Delhi, Dr.
Vandana Shiva stated that the
one-day Conference seeks to
spread the Sikkim Model of
Biodiversity Conservation vis-à-
vis Organic Agriculture to the
rest of the Himalayas. There will
be more collaboration and
exchanges among the mountain
States in the Himalayas and we
could even see MOU being
signed in future for an Organic
Himalaya, with Sikkim leading the
way, she shared. It will be a
transition from Bio-diverse
Organic Sikkim to a Bio-Diverse
Organic Himalayas, she iterated.
The Conference will also help
establish a clear link between
biodiversity conservation
practices and Sustainable
Development Goals locally,

Sikkim has established itself as a beacon  for  biodiversity
conservation and sustainable practices: Dr. Vandana Shiva

Gangtok,  May 05: The Sikkim
Rural Livelihood Mission, Rural
Management and Development
Department, Government of
Sikkim celebrated Gram Swaraj
Abhiyan from April 14 to May 5,
2018 and a special programme was
organised to celebrate Aajeevika
evam Kausal Vikas Diwas at State
level and Block level, today. The
state level programme on the
theme of “Exploring Markets for
Products of Women Self Help
Groups (SHGs) in Sikkim was
held at at Janta Bhawan. Members
of Women Self Help Groups
represented by Block Resourse
Persons/Ward Resource Persons
and the office bearers of their
Federation i.e. Ward
Development Societies from all
the 14 intensive blocks of two
National Rural Livelihood
Mission (NRLM) districts of
North and East participated in full
strength with lot of interest and
fervour. The event witnessed
over 150 participants and the
chief guest of the occasion was
Adhyakshya (East),  Mr.
Shemsher Rai.

In the programme, State
Project Manager, Mr. Tenzing
Geley along with all State
Mission Management Unit staff
including Project Managers and
Deputy Project Managers have
participated in the event in
addition to the 120 women Self
Help Group members and the line
department officials. All
representatives from the line
departments namely Agriculture
and Horticulture, Animal
Husbandry and Veterinary
Services, Directorate and
Handloom and Handicrafts, Rural
Self Employment Institute
(RSETI), Deendayal Upadhyaya
Grameen Kaushalya Yojana
(DUGKY)–Skills department,
Denzong Agricultural

Cooperative Society Ltd, Sikkim
Cooperative Milk Producers
Union (Sikkimilk), Sikkim State
Cooperative Supply and
Marketing Federation Ltd.
(SIMFED) have presented to the
participant the marketing channel
available with them for women
SHGs of the state and discussed
with them the modalities. During
the programme, the progress and
the achievement of the SHGs
under SRLM was also
highlighted. The participants
applauded all the officers from
the line department for the
knowledge and information
shared and said that this
knowledge would further help
them in carrying out the
livelihood activities of SHGs in
the state in a manner it should
be.

The chief guest in his
address urged the SHGs to be a
partner in the organic mission of
the government and promote
organic brand which would
ultimately ensure a premium
income for their produce. He
assured of full support to the
mission from the government.
Similar such programme was also
held at Block level with the theme
of “Promotion of Livelihood
among Women SHGs” in
Khamdong, Regoh, Rhenock,
Duga, Pakyong, Martam,
Pararkha, Rakdong-Tintek,
Ranka and Gangtok-Nandok
Blocks in East District and
KabiTingda, Dzongu-
Passingdang, Chungthang, and
Mangan Blocks of North
Districts. At the block level
programme, the NRLM
programme objective and the
benefits available under NRLM,
convergence from all line
departments available at SHG
level and PRI level were
presented and discussed.

Aajeevika evam Kausal Vikas Diwas
celebrated

nationally and at the international
level, informed Dr. Shiva.

Congratulating the Chief
Minister of Sikkim for becoming
the longest serving Chief
Minister in the country and for
his leadership in Organic
Agriculture and Sustainable
practices, Dr. Vandana Shiva
stated that Mr. Chamling is one
of the very few long term
democratically-elected leaders in
the world.

The reason we have come
to Sikkim for this Conference is
because Sikkim has established
itself as a beacon  for
biodiversity conservation and
sustainable practices and other
States in the country can emulate
these practices, stated Dr. Shiva.
She added  that Sikkim’s good
practices can become a learning
for other States through this
Conference. We want to celebrate
Sikkim’s success and share it
with the rest of the World, she
concluded.

Dr. Vandana Shiva invited
Chief Minister Mr. Chamling for
the Biodiversity Congress to be
held in October this year and
requested for Sikkim’s leadership
role in the Conference. He also
got the Brochure of the

Biodiversity Congress launched
by the Chief Minister. She also
gifted the Chief Minister a basket
of Organic products from
Navdanya during the press
conference.

Mr. Bernward Geier,
Director, COLABORA, Germany,
commended the contribution of
Sikkim towards biodiversity
conservation and sustainable
practices and stated that the
world has started to look towards
Sikkim for inspiration. Sikkim has
become the point of reference for
those taking steps towards
Organic Agriculture, he added.
He stated that diversified farming
and cropping pattern and
maintenance of biodiversity
leads to enhancement in the
incomes of farmers thus
promoting sustainable
livelihoods. Terming Sikkim as an
ecological wonderland, he
expressed happiness to be in the
State for the International
Conference.

Earlier,  Secretary,
Agriculture Development and
Horticulture and Cash Crops
Development Department, Mr.
Khorlo Bhutia welcomed the
dignitaries to the Conference.

Department of Sports and Youth
Affairs holds press conference
Gangtok, May 04: A press
Conference was called by the
Department of Sports and Youth
Affairs  chaired by Additional
Director, Mr. Kamal Chettri in the
State capital, today.

The Press Conference was
called specifically for the Lt. L.
D.  Kazi Memorial Gold Cup State
Level Inter School Boys and Girls
Football Tournament 2018 as per
the annual calendar of the Human
Resource Development
Department (HRDD) which were
held at different complex level in
all districts from 20-30 April, 2018.
However the final phase of the
similar tournament for boys is set
to being from 9th May till 18th May,
2018 at Chakung School Ground
and for girls  from 23rd – 31st May,
2018 has been scheduled at Soreng
School Football Ground.

As per the Department of
Sports and Youth Affairs the main
aim of organizing these
tournaments in the state is to make

the upcoming youths to be
seasoned players for the state and
the country. Mr. Kamal Chettri
while speaking to the media said
that they have started this event
in order to make the children of
various parts of Sikkim to be able
to compete in and out of the state.
He also said that a similar
tournament at the BAC level would
be organized after the Inter School
tournament.

As per the reports presented
a total of 78 Senior Secondary
Schools and 116 Secondary
Schools of Sikkim have taken part
and a total of 6208 students from
Sikkim are a part of this event which
is in itself a huge number. However,
the winners of both the Boys and
the Girls team would be
participating in the Subroto
Mukherjee Interschool Football
Tournament in Delhi after a
rigorous coaching provided by the
Department of Sports and Youth
Affairs.
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