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Gangtok, April 29:  Mr. Pawan
Chamling is now the longest
serving Chief Minister in the
Country. The 5th term Chief
Minister has surpassed the record
of Former West Bengal Chief
Minister Late Mr. Jyoti Basu from
today, the 29th of April, 2018.

 Mr. Pawan Chamling rose to
power after he was unanimously
elected as Chief  Minister of the
22nd State of India on 12th

December, 1994, when the party
under his leadership won the State

My dear fellow citizens,
As I cross a personal milestone, I would like to remember fondly all those who have been a part of this

journey of more than two decades. First and foremost, my heartfelt gratitude goes to the people of Sikkim for
reposing their faith in me by giving their mandate for five record consecutive terms. It is due to their support
and co-operation that I have the honour of becoming the longest- serving Chief Minister of the Country on
29th April, 2018. I extend my thankfulness to the members of the SDF Party, Ministers, MLAs, all Opposition
Parties, bureaucrats, technocrats, Government employees, media persons as well as the Government of India
for their continued support and co-operation over the years. On this momentous occasion, I also offer my
homage to Late Shri Jyoti Basu ji, a great statesman for whom I have the highest respects and whose record
stint as Chief Minister, I am fortunate to surpass.

With our pro-poor and pro-people policies, Sikkim in more than 23 years of our governance has seen
rapid and unprecedented development in all spheres. In the 23 years 4 months and 17 days (which I complete
on 29th April, 2018) in Office as the Chief Minister, I have worked with utmost sincerity and commitment. All
these years have been spent working relentlessly and tirelessly for the State and the people. I have never
taken a day off from my duties, often forgoing my personal commitments. And I am happy that the hard work
has borne excellent results, with Sikkim witnessing rapid and unprecedented development in all spheres.

From a backward and little known state, Sikkim has been transformed to the most progressive state
with the highest growth rate in the Country. Our policies and initiatives have been path-breaking and has
brought appreciation and acclaim to Sikkim in the Country and abroad. It gives me immense satisfaction to
see that our initiatives, such as organic farming, skill development, cleanliness drives and many of our
environment-friendly policies are being replicated in other parts of the Country as well as, at the National
level and overseas. We have also been the only state to fulfil the basic minimum needs of the people. The life
expectancy of our people has increased by a decade, from 62 years in 1994 to the present 72 years as per the
recent Government of India data.

Sikkim as a poverty-free state, is at the top of the ladder in the Country with regard to education, health
and rural development. Our eco-friendly tourism policy has transformed Sikkim into a renowned and most
sought-after tourist destination. Starting of Kailash Mansarovar Yatra through Nathula in 2015 is another
accomplishment that will aid in promoting tourism in the State.

Overall, Sikkim is the number one state in the North-East and ranks 3rd in the Country, which is a
remarkable achievement for a state that joined the Indian Union only in 1975.

By ear-marking 70% of the State budget for rural development from the very first day of our Government,
we set our target of alleviating poverty from rural areas, where more than 75% of our population reside. We
set forth the process of devolution and decentralization of power to the grass- root level. With fully functional
Gram Prashashan Kendras and 31 Block Administrative Centres, administration has now reached the doorstep
of the rural people.

Our policy of inclusive development has ensured social justice and equality to all sections of the
society. In fact, the allocation of 31% of the annual budget to this sector is the highest in the Country.
Facilities such as pensions and financial assistance are provided to the marginalized sections such as the
disabled, the old and even to trans-genders and unmarried women above the age of 45 years. Our State is
probably the only state in the Country to grant reservation to Chettri, Bahun and Newar communities as
State OBCs since the year 2003.

Sherpa, Tamang, Newar, Gurung, Sunuwar/Mukhia, Rai and Mangar Languages have been recognized
as State languages. Likewise, Primitive Tribe status has been granted to the people belonging to the Lepcha
Community.

One of our greatest contributions has been guaranteeing peace and security to the people of Sikkim.
In spite of being surrounded by three international borders, today Sikkim is the most peaceful state. We have
ensured that the rights of our people are never infringed and the identity of the Sikkimese people stand
protected.

Being dependent on agriculture, industries were unheard of in Sikkim till we formed the Government in
1994.With pro-investment policies, subsidies and incentives for investors, the State has seen the establishment
of many clean and non-polluting industries.

We have been successful in fulfilling many pending political demands. Scheduled Tribe status was
granted to the Limboo and Tamang communities in 2003 after pursuing the matter with the Central Government
for many years. Similarly, we were able to grant exemption of income tax to all Sikkim Subject holders and their
descendents in 2008. Re-opening of Nathula Trade Route in 2006 and inclusion of Sikkim in NEC in 2002 are
other significant developments in the history of the State.

Our Government has been able to keep the secular fabric of the State intact by giving due protection
and security to all religions and faiths. Every person has the right and freedom to profess the religion of
one’s own choice. There has not been a single incident of communal violence or unrest due to religious
differences.

Women empowerment has been given top priority. Our Government has provided all the rights to
women without them asking for it. 50% and 30% reservation for women have been provided in urban and
local bodies and Government jobs respectively. Our society is free from gender discrimination. Sikkimese
women enjoy inheritance rights at par with their male counterparts. Now it is for the women of our State to
put to optimum use the rights and facilities granted to them for their welfare and benefit.

Since we consider the students and the youths of Sikkim as our future, we have provided them with a
number of facilities and opportunities. Free education and numerous scholarship schemes, unheard of in
other parts of the Country, have been made available for their benefit. Employment opportunities in various
sectors have been created. Now the onus lies on the young generation to be responsible and make the best
of these available opportunities by increasing their knowledge and capacities. They should endeavour

Message of  Chief Minister of Sikkim on  occasion of him
surpassing the record of being the longest serving Chief
Minister in the country

Chief Minister Pawan
Chamling sets record of
longest serving Chief
Minister in country

General elections. Since then, there
has been no looking back. He is
currently in his 5th term as the Chief
Minister of Sikkim and is
continuously rendering his service
to the people of Sikkim.

Under the leadership of Mr.
Pawan Chamling, the Sikkim
Democratic Front, a regional party,
was born on 4th March, 1993, which
earned the admiration and support

Gangtok, April 28: The
2nd Convocation of the National
Institute of Technology Sikkim
was held at Chintan Bhawan,
today.

The  Chief  Minister Mr.
Pawan Chamling graced the
function as the chief guest along
with Padmashri Prof. A.K.Ray,

2nd convocation of  NIT
Sikkim held

Director, IIEST Shibpur as the
guest of honour.

Total numbers of 66
students were graduated out of
which 60 students of Bachelor of
Technology and 6 students of
Master of Technology were

The Department of Information and Public Relations extends
heartiest congratulations to the Chief Minister of  Sikkim Mr. Pawan
Chamling for achieving the unique feat of becoming the longest
serving Chief Minister in the country, surpassing the record of
Former Chief Minister of West Bengal Late Mr. Jyoti Basu.

Under the leadership of Mr. Pawan Chamling, the Sikkim
Democratic Front, a regional party, was born on 4th March, 1993,
which earned the admiration and support of the people of Sikkim,
and on 12th December, 1994, formed its own Government and Mr.
Chamling was sworn in as the Chief Minister of Sikkim. The party
under his leadership won the elections for five consecutive terms and
Mr. Pawan Chamling completed a record 23 years, four months and
17 days in office as the Chief  Minister of the 22nd State of the Indian
Union. The record term as Chief Minister of the State testifies the
commitment, sincerity, good governance and pro-people policies
and humility with which he has been serving the people of Sikkim
over the years.

Today, the name Pawan Chamling has become synonymous
with inclusive and sustainable development, path-breaking
environmental initiatives, world leadership in Organic agriculture
and the architect of one of the most progressive states of the country.

Congratulations

Contd.on page 3
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District Diary

Gyalshing, April 26: A
coordination meeting and
workshop on elimination of
Tuberculosis,  CATCH,  HPV
Vaccines, NITI Aayog, VHSNC
and functioning of PHCs with
Zilla Adhyaksha, Upa-
Adhyaksha, District Collector, 
Zilla Panchayats and Gram
Panchayat President, Vice
President and members
organised by District Health
Society, Gyalshing was held at
West District Zilla Panchayat
Conference Hall, Kyongsha,
today. The meeting was chaired
by Zilla Adhyaksha (West), Mrs.
Devika Subba.

Addressing the gathering
Mrs. Devika Subba stressed on
the announcement made by the
Chief Minister Mr. Pawan
Chamling to eliminate

‘Tuberculosis ‘ by 2022. She
informed that the Health
Department of west has been
constantly working into it and has
achieved impressive results till
date and to support them and to
make the dream come true all Zilla
memebers, Gram panchayats and
local gentry must step forward
and contribute to eliminate TB
before the set target.

District Collector (West),
Mr. A.B Karki, in his address,
assured to provide every possible
help from the administrative
sector. He informed that the State
government has kept a prize
money of ̀ 10 lakhs and ̀  5 lakhs,
for the first TB elimination Zilla
territorial constituency and Gram
Panchayat Units, respectively.
Additionally, he informed about
the cash prize of ` 50,000 to the

Workshop on elimination of Tuberculosis,  CATCH,  HPV Vaccines,
NITI Aayog, VHSNC

Gyalshing,  April 27: A
monsoon preparedness cum
inter- departmental coordination
meeting was held at the West
District Zilla Panchayat
Assembly hall, today.

The  meeting was
cconvened under the
chairmanship of the District
Magistrate (West), Mr. A.B.
Karki.

Mr. Karki while
addressing the gathering briefed
the role of each department and
the arrangements to be made to

meet the certain emergencies. A
booklet directory of all phone
numbers of officials is soon to
be made available to all
departments to facilitate
coordination, he informed. He
directed all departments to
submit Disaster Management
Plan till 10th of the next month.
He asked the officials present to
prepare three pages of District
Development Report of all
departments: viz constituency
development report, GPU
development report and BDO

Monsoon  preparedness cum inter- departmental coordination
meeting held

Gyalshing, April 28 : Krishi
Vigyan Kendra, West Sikkim
conducted a day long training on
Organic cultivation and nursery
management of Kharif vegetable
crop at Melli Aching, today.

Subject Matter Specialist,
Horticulture discussed on the
topic Sustainable Organic farming

Namchi, April 28:14 milching
cows within 1st to 2nd lactation of
age group with calf were
distributed at Kitchudumra
cluster at Mamley-Kamrang GPU,
today.

The program has been
sponsored under the second
phase of Rashtriya Krishi Vikas
Yojana (RKVY 2017-18) with
considerable share from the State

Milching cows distributed
capital.

The milching cows are
included with 3 years insurance
coverage and the selected
beneficiaries have been provided
with packs of mineral vitamins,
dewormer and anti-stress
tonic.The distribution program is
in lieu with Sikkim Organic
Mission and the main focus is on
the overall economic elevation of

farmers through enhanced milk
production level thereby
transforming Sikkim into a milk-
surplus state.

Additionally, the
beneficiaries were also made
aware of modern managemental
practices focussing on balanced
diet, breeding, health coverage,
insurance for enhanced
production.

 Training on Organic cultivation and nursery management of Kharif
vegetable crop

and its importance. She
highlighted the importance of
high value crop farming, nursery
management and raising of
vegetable nursery in plug tray
using soilless media (cocopeat
and vermicompost in the ratio
2:1).

She also demonstrated the

use of hand compressor sprayer
to the participants.

Total of 32 participants
were present for the programme.
10 different kinds of vegetable
seeds were distributed to the
progressive SHGs of Melli
Aching.

first GPU who eliminate Drugs
abuse and `50,000 to the GPU
who becomes  Alcohol free GPU.

He suggested all
Panchayats to prepare power
point presentation of their
respective GPU. NOC of the
concern panchayat must be
mandatory for all governmental
construction in the GPUs for
monitoring and effective results,
he added. Migrated Labours
should have work permits from
concern panchayat to work under
GPUs along with their identity
proof which will give us the
information of every migrated
Labours in the District easily.

Under his guidance the
house took the pledge to eliminate
Tuberculosis by 2022.

development report annually to
be published in the form of a
booklet.

The DC further said that
in order to ease the work of the
public and to know about the
problem the District Collector
and the team would visit
Yuksom, Dentam and Soreng
every month. He also said that
‘man of the meeting’ will be
presented to the officials who
discharge their duties with
utmost sincerity and dedication.

Gangtok, April 29: The Minster
for Agriculture, Horticulture and
Cash Crops Development
Department, Mr. Somnath Poudyal
inaugurated the first 7 storied
Kisan bazaar in Gangtok, today.

The Kisan bazaar has
been set up at a cost of  ` 22.75
crore by the Urban Development
and Housing Department
(UD&HD) and will benefit the
farmers of Sikkim.

In his brief interaction,
Minister  Mr. Poudyal said that the
Kisan bazaar which was
constructed by the government
will benefit the farmers of Sikkim
directly and will also encourage
them. This bazaar is open for all
farmers who want to sell organic
vegetables and other organic
products. Earlier, “our farmer sold
their products in small areas of Lall
Bazaar but from today they have
been provided with good place to
sell  their vegetables. This is a huge
addition to our Organic Mission”,
he stated. 

The Minister also
highlighted how the Department
is focusing on boosting and
encouraging farmers to grow more
and double their income by selling
their organic vegetables and
products directly in the market.

“I am sure that now farmers
of Sikkim will get good and best
price of their organic products
through this direct marketing
process. This will encourage them
to increase the production of
vegetables,” he stated.

The Minister also thanked
all the farmers who had come from
various constituencies to sell their

CM inaugurates newly constructed
bungalow of  Chief Justice
Gangtok,  April 27: The Chief
Minister Mr. Pawan Chamling
inaugurated the newly constructed
bungalow of the Chief Justice at
VIP Colony, today. Thereafter, the
Chief Minister handed over the
keys of the newly constructed
bungalow to the Chief Justice,
High Court of Sikkim, Mr. Satish
Kumar Agnihotri and extended his
best wishes for a peaceful and
comfortable stay in his new official
residence.

The Chief Minister Mr.
Pawan Chamling in his address
said that judiciary is one of the
three main pillars of Indian
democracy and building up judicial
infrastructure also means to
strengthen the crucial pillar of the
democracy. Mr. Chamling said that
to bring justice delivery system to
the doorsteps of the common man
Sub- Divisional Courts have been

established in Chungthang and
Soreng. The Chief Minister also
informed  about the creation of
Sub- Divisional Courts at Rangpo
and Jorethang Sub- Dvision. Mr.
Chamling said  “under Mr. Justice
Agnihotri, the relation between the
executive, legislative and the
judiciary has been the best ever.
Under his broad guidance, rule of
law is paramount in Sikkim. We
want to further strengthen
measures for delivery of justice
through easy access and make it
accessible and affordable for the
common man”.

The Chief Minister in his
address also appreciated Buildings
and Housing Department for
completing the construction on
record time as per the direction and
requirements of the High Court of
Sikkim.

First Kisan bazaar in Gangtok
inaugurated

organic vegetables and products
on inaugural day and for their
support on government organic
initiatives.

He informed that department
is going to start another Kisan
Bazaar in Singtam shortly. 

Minister for UD&HD, Mr.
N.K Subba said that the Kisan
bazaar which was set up by the
department, have facilities of 3
Cold Storage Unit, one of which is
allotted to SIMFED and remaining
two can be used by farmers, having
a capacity of 250 metric ton each,
Cafeteria, Canteen and other
necessary facilities in the seven
storied building. 

Minister Mr. Subba said
Department had provided 28
vehicles in 28 different
constituencies for transportation
purpose so that the framers can use
these vehicles to carry their
vegetables from their place to
Kisan bazaar.  Farmers can sell their
organic vegetables anytime by just
showing NOC from their
respective panchayats, informed
Mr. Subba.

Farmers from Ringhim,
Dzongu, North Sikkim, Jarong,
Yangyang and others places
expressed their gratitude to state
government and department for
providing Kisan bazaar to farmers.

“As Kisan Bazaar is open
and free for us and we are very
much sure that we will get best
price of our vegetables and it will
encourage us to increase our
production and double our
income,” shared one of the
farmers. 

Mangan,  April 28 : A programme
on Gram Swaraj Diwas and Gram
Shakti Abhiyan was organized in
the DAC Conference Hall at
Mangan which was chaired by
the District Collector (North), Mr.
Karma R. Bonpo, today.

The programme was held to
felicitate the best Gram
Panchayats for implementing the
seven schemes under Gram
Swaraj Abhiyan from 14th April to
5th May. Under the Gram Swaraj
Abhiyan, seven schemes are

Programme on Gram Swaraj Diwas and Gram Shakti Abhiyan
organized

being implemented in mission
mode to saturate the scheme in
27 villages of North District. The
scheme include the Pradhan
Mantri Ujjawala Yojana (LPG
connection), Subhagya (Pradhan
Matri Sahaj Bijli Har Ghar Yojana),
Ujala scheme (LEDs for All),
Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana,
Pradhan Matri Jevan Jyothi Beem
Yojana, Pradhan Matri Suraksha
Bima Yojana and Mission
Indradhanush.

Rongong Tumlong GPU

from Kabi Block, Ringhim
Nampatam GPU from Mangan
Block and Passingdang Saffo
GPU from Dzongu Block were
declared the best GPU
implementing the above schemes
in the District.

During the programme, the
Energy and Power Department
also distributed new connection
certificates and connection kits
for un-electrified houses and also
distributed LED bulbs under the
Ujala scheme.
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awarded the degrees during the
function today.

While addressing the
Convocation ceremony, the Chief
Minister welcomed everyone and
expressed his happiness to know
that Sikkim has achieved to
empower world class technological
courses within the state. The day
is one of the great occasions to
honor the students, he said.

The Chief Minister extended
his best wishes to the students
and said that this is a proud
moment for all having graduated
from such Institute of repute and
having learnt the skills required to
meet the challenges that lie ahead.
This journey should not end by
acquiring a degree and must move
forward to achieve big things in
life.  Today, students are not only
taking knowledge but a series of
additional skills which the
institution has provided, he added.

The Chief Minister said that
education is the single most
important element in converting
the young population into
national assets. If the younger
generation of the nation is
empowered, it will constitute a very
strong and productive workforce
for the coming years, he added.

He also requested the
students to stand up for the
academic excellence and to take
advantage out of the Start up
Scheme through which qualified
engineers can take up
entrepreneurship on the basis of
innovative ideas acquired from the
Institutes. He also informed about
the Chief Minister Self
Employment schemes for the
educated unemployed youth in
Sikkim.

Speaking about NIT Sikkim,
he said that the Institute was set

up in the year 2010, functioning
temporary campus in Ravangla,
and has since progressed swiftly
overcoming initial hurdles.

The Chief Minister further
added that NIT Sikkim at Ravangla
has made best efforts to maintain
the quality of education. He also
complimented the Director,
management, faculties and staff for
their energetic, dynamism and
commitment towards this
institution.

He also talked about Bhaley
Dhunga Skywalk project in
Yangang which will be the first
skywalk in India and second in
Asia after China. In this way it is
considered that Ravangla, which
is close to Yangang, will be the best
place to establish NIT Institute,
and for this government already
has a plan to construct one of the
best NIT Institute of India and all
the supports will be provided by
the State Government, he added.

Minister for HRDD Mr.
R.B.Subba congratulated the
graduating students on the
occasion and wished them all
success in their future endeavors.
He urged the students to
contribute their knowledge in
building better society and
country.

Earlier, declaring the
convocation open, Director NIT
Sikkim Prof. Mahesh Chandra
Govil addressed the gathering by
presenting the Directors report on
NIT Sikkim. In his report he
touched upon the infrastructure
developments in the campus and
emphasized the achievements all
through-out the year and the long
cherished dream of success of the
University.

The function also saw the
presentation of Memento to the
Chief Minister and the dignitaries
by the Director, NIT Sikkim.

towards being independent and self-reliant individuals. Their aim should be to become the real owners and
masters of Sikkim as also creating a niche for themselves at the global level.

We have firmly believed that Government employees as part of State administration play a vital role
in State and Nation-building. In Sikkim, our Government employees have been well looked after. They have
been granted the best pay package in the Country along with other facilities. Timely promotions at all levels
are granted.

Allegations of corruption have often been made against our Government. In this regard, I want to
state a bare and a basic fact, i.e development and corruption never go hand in hand. There can never be
development where there is corruption and vice versa. The quantum and magnitude of development that
has taken place in Sikkim speaks for itself.

The progress that has taken place after we came to the helm of affairs is evident for all to gauge. We
have taken Sikkim to new heights in all sectors. Many on-going mega-projects, such as the statue of
Chenrezig at Sanga Choelling, West Sikkim, the Skywalk at Bhaleydunga, the 1000-bedded Multi-Speciality
Hospital, the new Tashiling Secretariat and many others are on the verge of completion. The State is also set
to witness the operation of the much awaited Airport at Pakyong very soon, which would go a long way in
solving the problem of connectivity. Our missions like 100% literacy and kutcha-house free are being
achieved by December 2018 and 2019 respectively. By 2022, we plan to eradicate TB from Sikkim.

More than twenty three years have passed since I took over the responsibilities as the Chief Minister.
Many changes have taken place during this period but one thing has remained firm and constant, i.e my
dedication, commitment and enthusiasm, though I have never worked in pursuit of any milestones. I must
say that with the passage of time, my zeal and the will to work for the people and the State has only
increased. My only objective is to take Sikkim to the pinnacle of glory and fulfil all the hopes and aspirations
of our people. The doggedness and the tenacity that I am fortunately blessed with stem from the faith
bestowed on me by the people of Sikkim and also due to the love and respect they have showered on me in
all these years. My love for my land - Sikkim and the Sikkimese people fill me with an un-ending will, a kind
of an obsession (‘junoon’) to give my self-less dedication in serving the people and the State.

As I said earlier, Sikkim has progressed by leaps and bounds, but we should not be complacent and
rest on our laurels. In my quest to make Sikkim a forerunner in all spheres, I seek your partnership, for I alone
cannot build a better Sikkim. So, let us all join hands and work together towards making Sikkim the best state
in every respect.

I dedicate this landmark of becoming the longest-serving Chief Minister of the Country to my most
beloved people of Sikkim.

Your humble servant I forever remain!
Pawan Chamling

Contd. from front page

2nd convocation...
Contd. from front page

of the people of Sikkim, and on 12th

December, 1994, formed its own
Government and Mr. Chamling  was
sworn in as the Chief Minister of
Sikkim. The party under his
leadership won the elections for
five consecutive terms and Mr.
Pawan Chamling completed a
record 23 years, four months and
17 days in office as the Chief
Minister of the 22nd State of the
Indian Union. The record term as
Chief Minister of the State testifies
the commitment, sincerity, good
governance and pro-people
policies and humility with which
he has been serving the people of
Sikkim over the years.

Today, the name Pawan
Chamling has become
synonymous with inclusive and
sustainable development, path-
breaking environmental initiatives,
world leadership in Organic
agriculture and the architect of one
of the most progressive states of
the country.

Hundreds of people queued
up at the official residence of the
Chief Minister at Mintokgang from
early morning to congratulate the
leader for achieving the unique feat.
 Among the people who met him
were Speaker(SLA), Cabinet
Ministers, MPs, MLAs, Mayor,
Panchayat Adhyakshas and
Upadhyakshas, Chief Secretary,
senior officers of the State
Government, party functionaries,
and people from all walks of live.
The Chief Minister greeted
everybody individually and
accepted their best wishes.

Speaking to the media, Chief
Minister Mr. Pawan Chamling
recorded his gratitude to his
parents for having nurtured him
and for making him capable to
consistently serve the people of
Sikkim. He shared that he learnt the
basic tenets of humility and service

from his parents. “By the time I was
a youth, I had started believing that
I have to live my life for the service
of others,” he added.  He thus
started participating in social work
before entering active politics, he
informed. “From the very
beginning, my political ideology
was based on inclusive
development, equality, freedom,
and right for all,” he stated.

He went on to share the
journey of his political career from
being a Panchayat President to this
day, when he has become the
longest serving Chief Minister of
a State in the Indian Union. He
shared that he and the party he
leads have never once deviated
from the promises and commitment
made to the people in the very
beginning. “Our politics is not
driven by personal ambition but by
the agenda of the people. It is our
commitment and endeavour to
ensure that the people of Sikkim of
all socio-economic strata are
empowered and self reliant,”
stated Mr. Chamling.

“After serving the people of
Sikkim for over 23 years, I am still
energetic, positive and motivated
to give my best. I don’t do politics
for myself, I have no personal
ambition, rather I am totally
surrendered to serving the people.
That is where I get my strength and
motivation from,” stated the Chief
Minister.

“I thank the people of Sikkim
because of whom I am here today,
I thank the Central Government for
their continued support and
coordination, I thank the members
of the media for putting our
programmes and policies across to
the people, I thank my family for
having supported me all through
my journey, and above all I thank
my parents who are my closest
God. I hold my parents in the
highest esteem and whenever I
make a promise or commitment to
the people, I feel I am making the
promise to my parents, and thus

never fail to keep them.”
“I feel I should use the Chief

Minister’s post as a medium for
development. Although a lot has
been achieved over the years and
I am quite a contended person,
there is still so much I want to give
to the people of Sikkim,” he stated.
He drew a comparison of Sikkim in
the last forty years and how it has
been transformed into one of the
most progressive states in the
country. He reiterated that among
several contributions of Sikkim to
the nation and the world, peace
and security stand out as the
biggest contribution. The whole
world is dealing with issues of
violence and insecurity, and here
we have a State surrounded by
three international borders and is
yet the most peaceful State in the
country. This is an incredible feat
achieved by our State and other
States like Jammu & Kashmir and
even the North Eastern States
should emulate from Sikkim”, he
stated. He added that the country
and its people should appreciate
and acknowledge this contribution
from Sikkim. He went on to add that
the people of Sikkim merged into
the Indian Union in 1975, and
along with geographical
integration, the people have
emotionally integrated with the
mainstream, and have always
exhibited great patriotism towards
the nation. There could not be a
bigger contribution to nation
building than this, he exclaimed.

Speaking about his future in
active politics, Mr. Chamling
stated that he came to politics with
a cause of the people, and added
that he is completely at the disposal
of the people. It is for the people
to decide if I should continue
serving them or I should step
down, he added.

Responding to a question
about challenges and threats in his
political career, Mr. Chamling
quipped that he sees no political
party as a threat and that he is

fearless. He added that with years
of experience in the service of the
people of Sikkim, he does not see
any situation as a challenge
anymore. I am driven by my one-
point programme that is to make
the people of Sikkim happy and self
reliant, he added.

Delving on the issue of seat
reservation for the Sikkim
Legislative Assembly, the Chief
Minister explained that the present
formula proposed by the State
Government of increasing the Seats
to forty (40) is in the best interest
of the people of Sikkim and is
democratically correct. He iterated
that the proposal has received in-
principal approval by the Central
Government and could receive the
President’s Ordinance or passed
by the Parliament in near future.

Chief Minister Mr. Chamling
further stated that the people of
Sikkim should understand that
politics is a responsible work and
there should be adequate debate,
discussion and opinion making to
understand the truth. People are
supreme and should exercise their
discrimination and use their
consciousness to decide what is
right or wrong. They should not

be disillusioned and misguided.
Terming his politics as

humanity based, he reiterated his
vision of developing the
intellectual level of the people, and
make Sikkim a balanced society.  He
added that the Sikkim of today is
free from all the issues that are
plaguing the rest of the world
namely extreme poverty, no
shelter/homes, death of policemen
while on duty, communal violence,
and children deprived of
education. Sikkim is today a
civilized, inclusive and forward-
looking State, he added. “My
foremost priority now is human
development along with qualitative
infrastructure development”.
Speaking about Gorkha identity, he
stated that the people should
realize their true potential and be
able to compete in this knowledge
driven world. They should free
themselves from feeling of
inferiority and should exercise their
democratic rights. We are still stuck
in the limited identity as
courageous warriors in the
battlefield. “We have to change
that perception and equip
ourselves to compete at par with
the rest of the world”, he stated.
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Government of Sikkim Tourism
& Civil Aviation Department

Paryatan Bhawan Near Metro Point,
Tadong, East Sikkim

EOI NO: 148/TD                                                           Dated:27/04/2018

EXPRESSION OF INTEREST
(RE-TENDER)

On behalf of the Governor of Sikkim, the Tourism & Civil Aviation
Department, Government of Sikkim invites the Expression of Interest
(EOI) for “Design, Fabrication, Construction and Installation of
“Pilgrimage Tourist Centre with 54 feet high Statue of Nisani Kali Devi
at Budang Gadi, Central Pendam in East Sikkim” on a

Design, Built and Transfer (DBT) basis from the registered
Contractors (Civil) enlisted with Sikkim Public Works Department
(SPWD) and having experience and expertise in construction of
Temples, Statues and religious structures. The interested contractors
shall submit their Expression of Interest to the Principal Chief Engineer,

Tourism & Civil Aviation department, Metro Point, Lower Tadong,
East Sikkim on or before 18th June, 2018 along with the requisite
documents to fulfill the pre-qualification as per the Eligibility Criteria.

The details of other mandatory requirements, general conditions,
tender guidelines, bid system, selection process, project overview,
project completion schedule, tender schedule etc will be uploaded in
the departmental website www.sikkimtourism.gov.in on 30th April,
2018.

Eligibility Criteria:-
The Eligibility Criteria to be fulfilled by the intending bidders for

pre-qualification are as under:-
i. The intending bidder shall be the holder of Class- I AA

enlistment certificate as a civil contractor registered with the Sikkim
Public Works Department (SPWD), Government of Sikkim. The
attested copy of the validated enlistment/ registration of the intending
bidder shall be attached with Expression of Interest.

ii. The intending bidder shall have adequate experience In
construction of Temple, Statues or Religious structures with a proven
track record of having successfully executed and completed at least
one similar nature of project of net worth not less than ` 10.00 crore
in a single work order /job order or atleast `15.00 crore in two work
orders/job orders in the last 10 years. The completion certificate of
the client/ client department issued in the name of the bidder for
having successfully completed the similar work indicating project
cost, location, name/type of the project or any other relevant information
about the project shall be attached with the Expression of Interest.

iii. The Annual Turnover of the intending bidder shall not be less
than ` 4.00 crore per annum in the past three years or not less than
` 8.00 crore cumulative in the past two years. The certified copy of the
balance sheet of the last three years duly vetted by the registered
Chartered Accountant shall be attached with the Expression of
Interest.

iv. The intending bidder shall have adequate tools, plants,
machinery, equipments and skilled artisans, craftsmen for such work
to explicitly display the bidder’s capacity to execute the project. List of
the same shall be submitted in self certified sheets for manpower
and equipments separately.

v. The intending bidder shall submit a latest Solvency Certificate
from the State Bank of Sikkim or of any other Nationalized Banks
operating in Sikkim issued not earlier than 30th April, 2018 for a
minimum amount of ` 2.00 crore with the Expression of Interest.

Sd/-
Principal Chief Engineer,

Tourism & Civil Aviation Department
Paryatan Bhawan, Tadong

R.O.NO.56/IPR/PUB/Classi/18-19(ii)  Dt:28/4/18
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Government of Sikkim
Roads & Bridges Department

No. 109/GOS/R&B(SD-IV)/17-18/24/12                                                                               Dated: 26/04/2018

NOTICE INVITING TENDER
On behalf of the Governor of Sikkim, Additional Chief Engineer (N/E), Roads and Bridges Department,

Government of Sikkim invites item rate bids through e-procurement. The bids should be submitted online
through the website www.sikkimtender.gov.in for the work as listed below:

Package Name of Work Bid Security Bid Value      Cost of     Completion
No. 2.5% of the (` in       tender/    period

bid value Lakhs)       bid form
(` in                        (` in
Lakhs)        Lakhs)

1         2      3     4           5 6
1 Construction of approach road          12

from Marchak Tumlabong Road 2.96 118.29         0.30        months
to Alley Busty, Samlick (1.26 Km)

The date and time of pre-bid meeting, submission of completed bid document is as under:

i) Publishing of Online Tender in e-procurement portal 14th May, 2018.
ii) Uploading of bidding documents in e-procurement portal 15th Mlay, 20,18.
iii) Last date & Time for seeking clarification regarding bids. 11th June, 2018 at 1500 Hrs.
iv) Last date for online Submission of completed bids 18th June, 2018 upto 1600 Hrs.
v) Date of opening of bids 19th June,  2018 at 1100 Hrs

For all details on the bid visit www.sikkimtender.gov.in

Additional Chief Engineer (N/E),
Roads and Bridges Department,

R.O.NO. 52/IPR/PUB/Classi/18-19, dt. 27/4/2018                                                    Government of Sikkim.
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Government of Sikkim
Commercial Tax Division

Finance Revenue and Expenditure Department
Gangtok- 737101, Sikkim

Memo No. 02/GOS/CTD/2018                                                                                                    Date 18/4/2018

PUBLIC NOTICE
All taxpayers registered under the Sikkim Goods & Services Tax Act, 2017 that have selected erroneous

and multiple “Activity of Business” at the time of filling application for registration are hereby directed to
amend the data through respect login account before 30th  May 2018, The appropriate activity of business
to be selected by taxpayers involved in various nature of business are shown in Table given below.

The taxpayers should note that under sub-section (2) of Section 25 of the Sikkim Goods & Services
Tax Act, 2017 separate registration is to be taken for each business where the nature of activity is different.
However, single registration would suffice for more than one business establishment if all of them have
same nature of activity. Therefore, it is essential that one GSTIN may have more than one place of
business but it should not have more than one nature of activity.

Further, it is hereby notified that those taxpayers that have not filed the returns for last six months, or
have filed nil declaration of outward supply for last six months, should file request for cancellation of the
registration through their login account.

Secretary-cum-Commissioner
R.O. No.41/IPR/PUB/CLASSI/18-19(i), Dt. 24.4.18

Table

Business nature Activity of business to be selected

Hotel, Lodge, Resort, Homestay

Restaurant, Fast Food, Canteen, Catering

Gambling, Betting, Casino

Tour & Travel Agency

Beauty & Spa Parlour, Gymnasium

Banking, Currency exchange, Insurance

Goods Transport Agency, Courier

Workshop & Service Centre

Telecom Service Provider

University, Coaching Centre, Counselling Centre Supplier of services

Nursing home, Diagnostic Centre, Dental Clinic

Manpower & Security Service

Telecasting, Broadcasting & Cable Networking

Passenger Transport by air, water & land

Chartered Accountant, Advocate, Architect, Journalist,

GST Practitioner, Doctor, Photographer

Power generation & distribution

Letting out premises in rent

Trading (supply of goods within India)     Wholesale business/Retail Business

  Lottery distribution

Quarry, Mining’

Trading (supply of goods to or from outside India) Import/ Export

Manufacturer Factory/Manufacturing

Works contractor Works Contract

Government organisation involved in supply Office/Sale Office

Lessor Leasing Business

Input Service Distributor Input Service Distributor

Warehouse/ Depot/ Bonded warehouse Warehouse/Depot/Bonded warehouse

Department  of Information and Public Relations
Government of Sikkim

Tadong, Gangtok
ATTENTION

Instances of non-receipt of Sikkim Herald in various Departments
have been reported even though the same are being delivered by the
Department regularly.

In view of above, it is proposed to deliver the Sikkim Herald to a
designated delivery point in different Departments through a
designated contact person (Nodal Officers) which will facilitate in
keeping track of regular delivery of Sikkim Herald to them.

Although some Departments have already complied, there are
still few Departments who have still not designated a Nodal Officer
for the same.  Kindly intimate the name, designation and contact
number (both landline & mobile) of the Nodal Officer who will be
responsible for receipt of Sikkim Herald in their respective
Departments at the earliest to the undersigned.

Assistant Director (Pub.)
sikkimherald_ipr@yahoo.com

Mob.No. 7908097115
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Government of Sikkim
Water Security and Public Health Engineering Department

Gangtok
No. 139/PHE/Div/E/03                                                                                                            Dated: 27/04/2018

NOTICE INVITING TENDERS
For and behalf of the Governor of Sikkim, Divisional Engineer, Water Security & P.H.E. Department, East

Division, invites sealed tenders under single bid system from the eligible contractors of class IV grade
enlisted with Sikkim Public Works Department VIDE NOTIFICATION No. 373/R&B/Secy. Dated 1/5/2017,
through competitive bidding within the territorial jurisdiction of Gram Panchayat/Urban local bodies where
the work is to be executed. The works are listed as under: -

Sl Name of Work   Value of Work  Earnest Money Bank Receipt   Comple-
No.   put to Tender       2.5% for issue Towards             tion Time

 of Tender Form Cost of             Month
Tender
Documents

1. Construction of water pumping
station and rising mains till WTP
Rangpo distribution line for new
housing Majhigoan, Goskhan area   ` 62,49,419.00 ` 1,56,235.,48 ` 5000.00 12
and Housing, Mandi Bazar
backside area and Goli ground
area at Rangpo East Sikkim

(A) DATES

1, Dates of submission of application with Bank Receipt and 30.05.2018
issue of tender documents (Excluding the tender form) from 10.00am to 4.00pm

2 Date for issue of Tender form. 30.05.2018
from 10.00am to 4.00pm

3 Date and Time for submission of tender. 31.05.2018
from 10.00am to 12.00pm

4 Date and Time for opening of tender. 31.05.2018
At 1.30 pm

B) GENERAL CONDITION
1. The intending tenders contractors should apply in writing for issue of tender documents. The

application should invariably be signed by the contractor himself/herself. The tender documents will not
be issued to a person other than the INTENDING TENDER. The application shall be submitted  individually
for each work listed above will all required documents.

2. The application should enclose attested copy of the (a) Latest GST/VAT clearance Certificate, (b)
Latest income tax clearance certificate and (c) Validated/updated Contractor Enlistment Certificate, along
with the application, it is mandatory to produce the original validated/updated Enlistment  Certificate
during sales/issue of the Tender Documents for verification.

3. The prescribed non-transferable Tender Documents can be obtained during the period specified
in  (A) above from the office of the “Divisional Engineer, Water Security & Public Health Engineering
Department, Bypass Gangtok” on production of requisite Bank Receipt duly deposited in State Bank of
Sikkim to the cost of tender document (non-refundable) under the receipt Head. Cost of Tender Form
(0215 W/S % Sanitation 800-other Receipt).

4. Earnest money @ 2.5% duly deposited in State Bank of Sikkim shall be in the form of TDR in
favour of the Account Officer. Water Security and Public Health Engineering Department Gangtok. Tender
form shall be issued only on production of the TDR as prescribed only to those contractor firms who have
obtained the tender documents.

5. The tender documents including the TDR with quoted offer should be placed in a sealed cover
with the name of the tender and the name of the work super scribed on it. Supporting documents listed at
SL.No. 2 (a) (b) and (c) above should be enclosed with the offer.

6. Sealed tender may be deposited in the tender box in the office of the Divisional Engineer (N/E)
Water Security and Public Health Engineering Department, Bypass Gangtok on the date and within the
time indicated above.

7. Tender will be opened by the tender opening committee in the presence of the tenders on the date
and the time indicated above.

8. The tenderer should sign on every page of the tender document as acceptance of the (General
Direction and Condition of the Contract and other laid down norms. The rate quoted should be both in
figures and words and should be inclusive of all applicable taxes. Overwriting and correction should be
avoided and if occurs it should be authenticated Incomplete/Conditional tenders shall be rejected.

9. In case of any discrepancy in rates printed in the Schedule of Rates and Quantities issued with
the tender document then the rates as per approved standard Schedule of rates will be taken as correct.

For items outside the SOR, the rates shall be as per the technically checked estimate.
10. The work shall commence within 15 days from the date of issue of work order.
11. The department reserves the right to accept or reject any or all tenders without assigning any

reason thereof.

Divisional Engineer (East)
Water Security & PHE Deptt.

R.O.NO. 53/PUB/Classi/18-19, dt. 27/7/2018                                          Government of Sikkim, Gangtok.

New Delhi, April 28(PIB): Tejas,
the Light Combat Aircraft (LCA)
successfully fired Derby Air-to-
Air Beyond Visual Range Missile
to expand the firing envelope as
well as to demonstrate safe
operation of the aircraft during
missile plume ingestion into the
aircraft engine under worst case
scenarios. The missile was
launched from LCA Tejas piloted
by Wg Cdr Siddharth Singh on 27
April  2018 from the firing range
off the Goa coast after exhaustive
study of the missile separation
characteristics and plume
envelope. LCA Tejas has been
designed and developed by
DRDO’s autonomous society –
Aeronautical Development
Agency (ADA).

Integration of Derby, a BVR
class missile is one of the major
objectives of Final Operational
Clearance (FOC) of LCATejas.

The aircraft was tracked by
two other Tejas aircraft in close
formation to capture the firing
event in the specially
instrumented high speed cameras
for detailed analysis and
comparison with the simulation
model for validation. The entire
planning, practice sorties and final

LCA Tejas Achieves Yet Another
Milestone Towards FOC Certification

National

firing was carried out by ADA and
it’s National Flight Test Centre
(NFTC) officials Cmde JA
Maolankar and GpCapt A
Kabadwal, IAF, DG(AQA), HAL
&  INS HANSA.

Based on the successful
integration and demonstration,
Regional Centre for Military
Airworthiness (RCMA), a unit of
DRDO has cleared the series
production aircraft of Squadron
45, to be equipped with Derby
operational capability.  LCATejas
has successfully completed a
series of captive flight trials to
clear Derby for the full operational
capability in the entire FOC
envelope. In the past, Tejas has
qualified for the armaments and
missile release related trials.

Raksha Mantri Smt. Nirmala
Sitharaman has complimented
DRDO and other agencies
involved for making LCATejas
fighter jet, a world class aircraft
platform.

Chairman DRDO and
Secretary Department of Defence
R&D Dr. S Christopher,
congratulated and said that with
this firing, LCATejas achieved
another major milestone towards
FOC certification.

New Delhi, April 27 (PIB): With
near universal geo-tagging of
assets and payment of wages and
materials through the Electronic
Fund Management System
(EFMS), a transparent Mahatma
Gandhi National Rural Employment
Guarantee Scheme (MGNREGS)
has made concerted efforts to
create durable assets. The thrust
has been on Natural Resource
Management (NRM), both on
community and individual
beneficiary lands of small and
marginal farmers.  Due to these
concerted efforts, 143 lakh
hectares have benefitted through
Water Conservation efforts under
MGNREGS over the last 3 years.
This includes construction of over
11 lakh farm ponds in the last 2
years, large scale Water
Conservation Schemes and vermi
composting pits.

National evaluation by
Institute of Economic Growth,
New Delhi and assessment of
individual beneficiary schemes for
livelihood by Council for Social
Development have indicated
improvements in productivity,
acreage, incomes and water table
through MGNREGS works.  All
State Governments have taken
keen interest to use MGNREGS as
a livelihood resource even under
individual beneficiary schemes for
poultry sheds, goat sheds, dairy
sheds etc.  90 days of wage labour
under Pradhan Mantri Awaas
Yojana-Gramin (PMAY-G) housing
and ̀  12,000/- for household toilet
wherever SBM Resources are not
available has been provided under
PMAY-G.

  Considering the importance
of Water Conservation especially

Concerted Water Conservation
Thrust under MGNREGS

during April to June period of peak
demand for work in rural areas, the
Government of India has released
adequate funds for large scale
thrust on completing 43.62 lakh
Natural Resource Management
works which are under
implementation.  It has also urged
the States to accord maximum
priority to Water Conservation
works during the first quarter of
2018-19 including River
Rejuvenation.

Successes in River
Rejuvenation have encouraged
MGNREGS to undertake similar
works in other States as well.  The
Prime Minister on the National
Panchayati  Raj Diwas on April 24,
2018 has exhorted Gram Panchayat
Pradhans to lead a Community
owned movement for Water
Conservation using MGNREGS
resources to insulate villages from
vagaries of monsoon.

On the 25th April 2018,Prime
Minister has urged all the Chief
Secretaries of  States in the Pragati
Review to assign top most priority
to Water Conservation works
under MGNREGS in the April to
June period.  There are no fund
constraints in any State and
technical training to field
functionaries for Natural  Resource
Management has been given under
the Samarthya Capacity
Development Programmein
partnership with Ministry of Water
Resources, River Development &
Ganga Rejuvenation, Department
of Land Resources and Central
Ground Water Board as part of the
thrust on 2,264 stressed Blocks
under Mission Water
Conservation.

Sikkim Herald and Sikkim Today can also be viewed on the Sikkim
Herald App available on the Google Play Store
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Gangtok, April 24: In a grand
function organized at Chintan
Bhawan, by Sikkim Legislative
Assembly Secretariat “Best
Performing Legislator Award” for
the year 2017-18 was conferred to
MLA Namthang Rateypani, Mrs.
Tilu Gurung. The award consists a
cash prize of `2 lakh and a Silver
Plate which was jointly presented
by the Governor Mr. Shriniwas
Patil and the Speaker(SLA), Mr.
K.N. Rai.

The Governor Mr. Shriniwas
Patil graced the occasion as the
chief guest.

The Governor in his address
said that it is a pleasure to be a
part of the 3rd best performing
legislator award ceremony, he said.
He complimented the Speaker and
the team of Sikkim Legislative
Assembly for starting and
nurturing such noble tradition and
acknowledging the Best Legislator
every year.

 “It has been more than four
decades, since the people of Sikkim
chose to write their own destiny
and embraced one of the most
vibrant parliamentary democracies
in the world. It was a historic and
farsighted decision of the people
of Sikkim to join hands upshot and
final score of which  led Sikkim to
be 22nd State of Indian Union. As a
result, Sikkim today has emerged
as one of the most progressive
state of the Indian Union.
Continued peace, security,
communal harmony and political
stability over the decades have
helped people to reap benefits of
democracy in the form of
accelerated growth in all areas of
socio-economic activity”, said the
Governor.

He added that at this
moment everyone should
remember the leaders and
representatives of the past, and
their efforts and visions which
helped to shape the course of
developmental journey.

The function has been
organized to acknowledge the
contribution of all the Members of
Legislative Assembly, past and
present in transforming Sikkim the
land of peace, harmony, prosperity
and innovation, he stated.

The rapid pace of
development over the last few
decades has also increased the
expectation and aspiration of the
people of Sikkim, and urged the
public representatives to carry
forward the momentum of progress
and development.

He also shared happiness
and joy on being consistently
awarded by Central Government
and various agencies for the
efforts made by Sikkim

Tilu Gurung conferred with best
performing legislator award 2017-18

Birth anniversary of  literary figure Shiv Kumar Rai
celebrated

Government towards
strengthening democracy at the
grass root level. He congratulated
Sikkim Government and its people
for winning Six National Awards in
Panchayati Raj.

Sikkim is being hailed as the
model for the rest of the country
when it comes to implementation
of central flagship programmes like
MGNREGA, Swacch Bharat
Abhiyan and other rural
development projects. Sikkim has
set a benchmark in local self
governance and overall swacchta,
he added.

Sikkim today is in
transitional phase of economic
empowerment that is why Sikkim
government has been working
tirelessly towards self sufficiency
in organic farming and
entrepreneurship, and has taken
several steps to promote
entrepreneurship among youth in
several key sectors, the result will
definitely be encouraging in the
coming days, he added.

 It may be mentioned here
that, Best Performing Legislator
Award had been incorporated in
the State of Sikkim since 2016.

Earlier, the Governor also
inaugurated the Photo Gallery
Exhibition placed by Parliamentary
Museum and Archives of Lok
Sabha Secretariat in collaboration
with Directorate of Advertising &
Visual Publicity, Ministry of
Information & Broadcasting,
Government of India and by
Information and Public Relations
Department, Government of Sikkim
along with the host of other
dignitaries in the lounge of Chintan
Bhawan.

The Governor presented a
cash prize of `30,000/- to Deo
Kumar Chettri of Sikkim
Government Law College, Burtuk,
`20,000 to Bijay Rai of Namchi
Government College, ` 10,000 to
Neha Gupta of Sikkim Government
Law College, Burtuk who bagged
first, second and third position in
the debate competition organized
by Sikkim Legislative Assembly
Secretariat on topic”Climate
Change – a Challenge For
Legislator”. A consolation prize of
` 8,000  was presented to Kusum
Chettri of Rhenock Government
College and Rahul Rai of Sikkim
Government College, respectively.

The award ceremony was
neatly punctuated by screening of
documentary film by Lok Sabha
Secretariat on “Our Constitution”.

The function also saw the
release of Compendium of the
2nd Sikkim Legislative Assembly
naming Pioneer of Democracy Vol-
II.

Gangtok, April 26: Rhenock will
have a statue of literary legend late
Shiv Kumar Rai, along with two
State heritage centres as a tribute
to the legend who was born in
Rhenock on 26th April, 1919. This
was announced by Chief Minister
Mr. Pawan Chamling at the
Centenary Celebration function on
the birth Anniversary of the literary
figure at Rhenock Bazar, today
wherein he was present as chief
guest. Chairperson, Gorkhaland
Territorial Administration, Mr.
Binay Tamang was present as the
guest of honour .

The function was jointly
organised by Nepali Sahitya
Parishad Sikkim and Shiv Kumar
Rai Janma Satavarshiki Samaroha
Samiti (Shiv Kumar Rai Birth
Centenary Celebration
Committee), Kurseong and Sikkim.
The programme was presided over
by MLA, Rhenock constituency
Mr. Hemendra Adhikari.

At the outset, the year-long
centenary celebration was
declared open by the Chief
Minister. It was informed that
similar programmes to mark this
important day was being held
simultaneously in different parts of
the country where Indian Nepalis
reside.

The Chief Minister Mr.
Chamling in his address said that
it was a fulfilling day for Nepali
literature as it marked the
beginning of the Centenary
Celebration to mark the birth
anniversary of a doyen of Nepali
literature. He stated that it was
most befitting for this programme
to be held in Rhenock as it is the
birth place of the legend. “Shiv
Kumar Rai was born in Rhenock
but he went on to make a mark in
the Nepali literary world,” he
added. “I pay my rich tribute to
Shiv Kumar Rai and pray that his
work will continue to inspire
generations,” he stated. He further
shared that Shiv Kumar Rai was
known for being a multi-faceted
individual and a humanitarian.

Speaking about the Gorkha
identity, the Chief Minister Mr.
Chamling said that it is time now
to move out of the limited identity
of Gorkhas as brave warriors and
introspect how one can use the
experience of the past to use it in
the present and strengthen the
future. He suggested that time has
come to exhibit the prowess in
today’s science and knowledge-
driven age. “Today our battlefield
has changed, we have to be
abreast with the latest
developments to be at par with the
rest of the world,” he added. He
further added that Gorkhas have
always fought battles for others
and said that it is time we start
fighting battles for ourselves.
Terming it as ‘battle of life’ or
‘jiwanyuddha’, the Chief Minister
stated that Gorkhas have to start
believing in themselves, realize
their democratic rights and
privileges and free themselves from
the clutches of dependency.

Speaking on Sikkim-
Darjeeling ties, Mr.Chamling
maintained that the people of
Sikkim have immense respect, care

and concern for the people of
Darjeeling hills. He assured that
there would be no
misunderstanding from Sikkim’s
side and anybody trying to
instigate fear and insecurity on
either side would be taken to task.
Sikkim and Darjeeling have
historical, emotional, racial,
nationality, language, social, and
geographical relation with each
other, he added. Sikkim and
Darjeeling should work together in
areas like tourism, floriculture and
share each other’s strengths. The
rich natural resources of both the
regions can help strengthen both
regions, he added.  He apprised
that Sikkim and Darjeeling will work
closely in future and an officer-level
meeting would be held soon to
discuss further areas of
cooperation.

Chief Minister Mr.Chamling
reiterated that National Highway
10, the only lifeline for Sikkim,
should be kept free of any
disturbances and safety of
passengers travelling to and from
Sikkim should be ensured at all
times. He added that every State
should respect the federal system
and the rights and privileges
prescribed thereof by the Indian
Constitution and carry out the
duties. Law and Order comes under
the purview of the State
Government and should be
ascertained, he added.

The Chief Minister also
made a new announcement during
the function. A Sikkimese woman
who is a COI holder and is married
to someone outside the State is still
entitled to purchase land within
Sikkim. Likewise, a woman COI
holder, married to a person outside
the State, and employed in the
State Government in a temporary
capacity will get regularised in due
course of time.

Earlier,  Mr.Binay Tamang in
his address stated that Sikkim has
made a huge contribution to the
Nepali literary world in the form of
Shiv Kumar Rai, who was born in
Sikkim and later moved to
Darjeeling and Kurseong. He gave
a brief account of the life and
notable achievements of late Shiv
Kumar Rai. He shared that all the
schools in Darjeeling hills
observed two minutes silence and
shared valuable information about
Shiv Kumar Rai in their respective
schools this morning as a mark of
respect to the legend.  

Mr. Binay Tamang made a
suggestion that both Sikkim and
Darjeeling should come together
in a common platform to organize
a literary programme where
distinguished Nepali literary
figures from across the country
and different parts of the world are

felicitated. He shared similar
initiatives taken by the GTA in the
past. He further informed that the
GTA has decided to hold the first
Swargiya Shiv Kumar Rai Award
this year and shared that noted
litterateur Mr. Krishna Singh
Moktan has been chosen for the
same. He also extended invitation
to Chief Minister Mr. Pawan
Chamling and informed that he
would also invite Chief Minister of
West Bengal Ms.Mamta Banerjee
to attend the programme.

Mr.Binay Tamang also
informed the gathering that he has
requested West Bengal Chief
Minister Ms.Mamta Banerjee to
speak about Shiv Kumar Rai in the
upcoming State Assembly
Session.

The GTA Chairperson also
read out the message from
Ms.Mamta Banerjee on the
occasion.

On Darjeeling-Sikkim
relations, Mr. Binay Tamang stated
that Darjeeling hills has been
declared a strike-free zone and a
helpline would also be operational
very soon to ensure total security
of passengers travelling along the
NH-10 and within the GTA. He
further informed that the GTA has
granted the No Objection
Certificate (NOC) for the Railway
line from Sevoke to Rangpo. He
expressed hope that the project
would be complete by the
stipulated deadline of 2022.

“I am highly honoured to be
sharing stage with Mr. Pawan
Chamling who will become the
longest serving Chief Minister in
the country. May he continue to
lead the State of Sikkim and guide
the future of the Sikkimese people,”
concluded Mr. Tamang.

The programme was also
addressed by President, Gorkha
Jana Pustakalaya, Kurseong,
Mr.Tilak Sharma wherein he
highlighted the objective of the
Centenary celebration of the birth
anniversary of the legendary Shiv
Kumar Rai.

Eminent litterateur from
Kurseong, Dr. Jas Yonjan Pyasi
gave a brief account of the
contribution of Late Shri Shiv
Kumar Rai in Nepali literature.

President, Nepali Sahitya
Parishad Sikkim, Mr. Rudra
Poudyal highlighted the
contribution of literary legend Shiv
Kumar Rai in the context of Sikkim.

The programme also saw
cultural presentations by students
of Government Junior High School
Rhenock Bazar and Government
Secondary School Tarpin.

The Chief Minister was also
felicitated by the Panchayats of
Rhenock Gram Panchayat Unit.
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