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From The Editor’s Desk

T
he second issue of Sikkim Today is a testimony of the continued 
combined effort of our team at the Information and Public 
Relations Department.

Therefore, it ills me with delight and gratiication both in bringing out 
this issue. 

The focus of the magazine for this month is the environment and 
the natural marvels that Sikkim has been abundantly  blessed with. It is 
a serious and a signiicant topic because there is an absolute need for 
everyone to fathom how every action and activity of ours has a direct 
impact on the environment. We need to  acknowledge and accept 
that the damage that we cause to nature is a damage we cause to 
ourselves. 

The month of June is especially signiicant for a biodiversity 
rich State like Sikkim, as numerous environment sustaining 
activities conceptualized by our environmentally cognizant  
Hon’ble Chief Minister, Mr. Pawan Chamling, is held and actively 
participated in by the people of the State. Sikkim, guided by 
the  Hon’ble Chief Minister is becoming both clairvoyant and 
cautious. The State Government is actively working towards 
development in every sector, yet, Mother Nature is held with 
utmost regard and for the Sikkimese people, the sanctity of the 
land is close to heart. Therefore, while the State evolves, the 
gravity of nature and environment remains intact. 

We have also tried to put together stories of conscious 
citizens who work diligently in fulilling their responsibilities. We 
hope their stories inspire you as much it has inspired us and we 
hope that with every issue that we bring out, you ind inspiration 
while we derive inspiration from your response. 

Lastly, I, on behalf of the Information and Public Relations 
Department would like to express my gratitude to the oficers and 
staff of FE&WMD, UD & HD, Roads and Bridges, and Buildings and 
Housing Department for their guidance and support.

Tenzing Pema Bhutia,
         
       

Editor.
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“GREEN

GOVERNANCE”   

John James Audubon, an American ornithologist, naturalist, and painter once said…
“A true conservationist is a man who knows that the world is not given by his fathers, but borrowed from his 

children”.  

T
oday, besides terrorism, the ecological crisis 
is doing what no other crisis in history has 
ever done- challenging us to a realization of 

a new humanity. 
The hallmark of the present government led 
by the Chief Minister, Mr. Pawan Chamling for 
over two decades has been the overall and 
sustainable development of the State without 
disturbing the eco system, which is a rarity. There 
is a high degree of interconnection between 
economic, social and environmental relations 
in sustainable development and that is what 
the State Government has always focused on. 
Despite having multiple dificulties in aligning 
these spheres towards attaining sustainable 
development, the government has never derailed 
from the green path.
The co-ordination is too complex for all aspects 
to be drawn together with ease. Fragility of 
consensus and dificulties in coordinating restrict 
joint action, making the path towards sustainability 
frequently impracticable. The relentless effort and 
determination exhibited by the Chief Minister, 
Mr. Pawan Chamling has been the reason for 
Sikkim achieving the unique recognition and his 
environmental friendly polices has also won him 
accolades, both at the national and international 
level.
 In the year 1994 when the present government 
came into power; the very irst thing they did was 
declare 1995-96 as “Harit Kranti” year for greening 
Sikkim through people’s participation and also 
adopted the ten- year period from 2000-2010 
as “Harit Kranti Dashak”. Little over four years 
since he took ofice, Mr. Chamling was awarded 
the Greenest Chief Minister of India (1998) by 
Centre for Science and Environment, New Delhi, 

for his outstanding contribution towards nature 
conservation. 
The work done by the Sikkim Government in 
conserving forest and protecting ecological 
balance yielded the increase in wildlife protected 
area by 30.77% of the total geographical area 
which is a benchmark  in the country.
What really captured the imagination of the 
country and truly put Sikkim on the global map 
was Sikkim going “Organic” . The policy for 
adoption of organic farming was brought in when 
no other state of India had thought about it.
It took Sikkim 13 grueling years to achieve this 
historic target. On 18th January 2016,  when the 
Prime Minister Mr. Narendra Modi declared Sikkim 
as an Organic farming State, a major milestone 
of the Chief Ministers dream of going  green was 
achieved. This endeavour was facilitated  by 
the Prime Minister  who played the role of Brand 
Ambassador of Organic Sikkim and applauded 
the initiative taken by the Government of Sikkim 
in his speeches within and outside the country. 
Bollywood actor, Aamir Khan too gave a great 
impetus to the organic farming initiative of the 
Government of Sikkim by telecasting it in his TV 
series “Satyamev Jayate” .
Today,Sikkim is on its course towards achieving 
remarkable horizons of progress in green 
governance. This fantastic green  policy success 
story has been led by the dynamic Chief Minister 
Mr. Pawan Chamling who despite stiff initial 
opposition, moved ahead persistently. His untiring 
efforts have held the attention of the world which 
is grappling with the hazardous effects of climate 
change  and our beloved State Sikkim, today 
stands tall as the paragon State in terms of pro-
environment policies and achievements.

 Riding The Green Wave
-Sonam Goparma PRO / Siliguri

28 june.indd   7 10/08/17   5:08 pm



8 SIKKIM TODAY  

JUNE 2017

28 june.indd   8 10/08/17   5:08 pm



9SIKKIM TODAY  

JUNE 2017

28 june.indd   9 10/08/17   5:08 pm



10 SIKKIM TODAY  

JUNE 2017

THE SIKKIM STATE GREEN MISSION 

A 
unique and absolutely pro-environment  programme, the State Green Mission  aims 
to further reinforce wide spread recognition of Sikkim being a Green State through  
increasing avenue plantations  along the roads and beautification  of all vacant  and 

waste lands. Formally launched by the Chief Minister of Sikkim, Mr. Pawan Chamling on the 
27th of February 2006, the major objective of this programme is to create green belts and 
avenues for meeting the aesthetic recreational needs of the people and beautify the areas 
for tourist attraction.

 The State Government has taken noteworthy initiatives that has generated massive scale 
avenue plantations by using all the man power in various departments in the Government, 
and other nature lovers    from the governmental and non-governmental organisations 
including different eco clubs and self help groups. While transforming Sikkim into a garden 
State, the mission  also works with the objective of promoting tourism as a sustainable and 
eco-friendly activity in the State. The programme which has already completed its 11th phase 
of implementation also aims to generate awareness on environment and forests and usher in 
a sense of participation and ownership amongst the people in the whole process.

PARYAVARAN MAHOTSAV 

T
he Chief Minister of Sikkim , Mr. Pawan Chamling declared June 15th -30th as Paryavaran 
Mahotsav fortnight in Sikkim on the 15th of June  2013 in order to keep up with the 
vision of developing Sikkim into a model green State.  Paryavaran Mahotsav or the 

“Environmental Festival” is a people’s programme celebrated throughout the State from 15th 
to 30th June every year. It has set up a holistic platform duly integrating the State’s  flagship 
programmes viz. The State Green Mission and, the Ten Minutes to Earth which have now 
become the integral part of Paryavaran Mahotsav celebrated every year by the State of 
Sikkim. Mass Plantation drives, Greenathons, Signature Campaigns, Activities for  students 
and Mass Cleanliness drives mark this people’s programme.

TEN MINUTES TO EARTH 

T
he Ten Minutes to Earth is a groundbreaking and ingenious programme conceptualized 
and initiated by the Chief Minister of Sikkim, Mr. Pawan Chamling in 2009 in which the 
25th of June every year is observed by every citizen of the State as an annual ritual by 

dedicating ten minutes of their time in plantation, protection and conservation of Mother 
Earth.   During the first year of its implementation in 2009, a total of 6,10,694 saplings were 
planted in a record 10 minutes time . As the clock ticked 10:30, thousands of people  stopped 
all other  activities to pledge themselves to Mother Earth for 10 minutes. The stipulated time 
for plantation under this programme  is from 10:30 AM to 10:40 AM. The idea is to plant trees 
equivalent to the population of Sikkim in ten minutes : one tree for one person. It is a people’s 
programme where every person of Sikkim participates enthusiastically  in planting saplings 
of trees and flowering plants on the same day and at the same time. Sikkim has successfully 
completed the  8th year of this programme with unprecedented success.

WHAT SETS  US APART
            
        Compiled by Smita Thapa / Scriptwriter

28 june.indd   10 10/08/17   5:08 pm



11SIKKIM TODAY  

JUNE 2017

28 june.indd   11 10/08/17   5:08 pm



12 SIKKIM TODAY  

JUNE 2017

H
aving a forest and tree cover of 3392 

sq.kms which is 47.80 percent of the total 

geographical area, the State of Sikkim has 

exemplarily flourished under the leadership of the 

Chief Minister Mr. Pawan Chamling.

Sikkim’s environmental policies are 

acknowledged by the country and the world. 

The  Chief Minister, Mr. Pawan Chamling has been 

repeatedly hailed as the  country’s Greenest Chief 

Minister owing to his pro-environmental strategies. 

The East district of Sikkim alone has three major 

Wildlife and Alpine Sanctuaries under the protection 

of the Forest Environment and Wildlife Management 

Department, whose commendable job in looking 

after the State’s natural treasures to make her distinct 

is applause worthy.

Kyongnosla Alpine Sanctuary

Located on the way to the famous Nathula Pass, 

the Kyongnosla Alpine Sanctuary, home to prized 

birds and animals, is unique for not having any 

ecotourism centers inside the sanctuary in order to 

safeguard its fragile ecosystem. 

The trekking route within the sanctuary is 

beautifully ornamented with the treasures of 

medicinal plants which are a speciality of this region 

and the forests overflow  with different species 

of medicinal plants like Bikh, Kutki, Ginseng, and 

Chimphing amongst others. Moss cloaked grounds 

and rugged rocks bedecked with wild flowers 

leave the area picturesque and enticing. Varieties 

of flamboyant birds circle the skies above the 

sanctuary. While walking through the forests one 

has to be vigilant to avoid unanticipated encounters 

with the Himalayan Black Bear found abundantly 

here. The Sanctuary also houses high altitude lakes 

forming important water sheds which are essential 

for the people living in the region and also in the State 

Capital, Gangtok. 

Fambonglho Wildlife Sanctuary

There is a unique story behind the name of the 

Fambonglho Wildlife Sanctuary as narrated by  the 

Forest Guard- Topgay Lepcha, who mentions that 

the name of the sanctuary revolves around the 

Lepcha lingual folk tale of “Fam-bong” meaning 

‘Avocado Tree’ and “Lho” meaning ‘Hill’, as the 

area used to be covered with avocado plants and 

the animals used to feed on them; hence the area 

came to be known as Fambonglho or the ‘Hill with 

Avocado Trees’.

Extending from Pangthang Nursery in the north 

to the outskirts of Rumtek and Ranka region in the 

south, with an area of 51.76 sq. km. ,the Fambonglho 

Wildlife sanctuary is a popular destination for 

birdwatchers and trekkers.The sanctuary is easily 

accessible by roads and offers a majestic view of 

the Khangchendzonga mountain range. The area 

houses many medicinal plants and enjoys the rich 

variety of flora and fauna like the other sanctuaries. 

The sanctuary is also known for its age old Log 

House which was inaugurated by the then Governor 

of Sikkim, Admiral R. S. Tahiliani in 1990. The area 

houses a National Informatic Centre which is yet 

to be inaugurated along with other four additional 

log houses. The sanctuary uses solar energy for 

electricity and has a strict rule against littering and 

bonfires.It provides a short trekking route called 

“Gurasey (Rhododendron) Trail” which is roughly 

about 2 kms to Tinjurey Viewpoint where one can 

Wildlife Sanctuaries of
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see the mountains and the locales surrounding the 

sanctuary. 

Pangolakha Wildlife Sanctuary

Established in 2002, the Pangolakha Wildlife 

Sanctuary lies in the eastern part of Sikkim. The name 

Pangolakha is derived from the “Pangolakha Peak” 

which runs along the south-eastern boundary. The 

sanctuary shares international boundaries with the 

Tibetan Autonomous Region of China in the North 

East,Bhutan in the East and the Southern part of this 

wildlife sanctuary links to West Bengal.  

The region of Pangolakha offers the best habitat 

for the State Animal, Red Panda. The region provides 

a safe niche for the pandas along with other animals 

like the Himalayan Black Bear, Jungle Cat, Hodgson’s 

Giant Flying Squirrels, Bengal Fox which are aplenty 

here. Pangolakha Wildlife Sanctuary, being the largest 

sanctuary in the East District, stretches from the top of 

Jelep La to the southern Ramitay Dara. The sanctuary 

with a total area of 128sq. km. has ample avifaunal 

population that includes the State bird-Blood Pheasant, 

Himalayan Monal, Kalij Phesant, Brown Wood Owl et 

al. Renowned for its resplendent butterflies and moths 

like the Black Vein, Bhutan Glory,Chocolate Pansy, 

Common Crow, Common Mormon and the Painted 

Lady, the sanctuary also hosts a high number of 

migratory birds.

Home stays are available along the route for the 

guests to halt and enjoy the scenery and experience 

the solitary life. The vast sanctuary has many trekking 

routes with replete flora and fauna. The Lakes hidden 

deep in the sanctuary draw the curious lot closer to this 

green realm.

The Environmental Developmental Committee.

The co-existence of humans and animals  is not 

an easy balance to strike. As humans, it becomes 

our responsibility to try and resolve this issue 

between man and animal.Hence, to differentiate 

this thin line, the forest officials along with the local 

people surrounding the sanctuaries have formed a 

body known as the Environmental Developmental 

Committee (EDC). The EDCs are formed in the 

villages surrounding the Wildlife Sanctuaries and 

work in close association with the forest officials 

of the designated area to reduce adversities and 

causalities. The EDCs are headed by a President  with 

the villagers and the officials of the concerned area 

as members.These EDCs bridge the gap between 

the villagers and the FE&WMD to solve issues and 

provide compensations in case of damage to harvest 

and plants by the animals. 

The EDCs also work for  the well being of both 

the sections by providing job opportunities to the 

locals through contractual jobs for the maintenance 

of the sanctuary. There are 7 EDCs in the Pangolakha 

Wildlife Sanctuary region alone who look after the 

sanctuary for protection and balance. Moreover, 

public involvement has invoked consciousness 

amongst the people and awareness programmes 

regarding the wildlife laws and proper sensitization 

programmes has limited untoward incidents. 

The proper sensitization program conducted by 

the FE&WMD along with the EDC functionaries 

have indeed achieved great feats in conservation 

of species and have learned to co-exist among 

themselves. Hence, lesser cases of breaking of 

animal protection laws are seen according to the 

forest officials. 

East Sikkim: An overview.
– Aaron E. Lepcha/ SIA
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T
he Government of Sikkim has always 

worked towards preservation of forests and 

conservation of its natural resources on a 

sustainable basis. 

Wildlife is a vital part of our ecosystem and there 

is a strong need for wildlife conservation. This 

is where Wildlife Sanctuaries play a paramount 

part in habitat conservation, wildlife protection 

and most importantly wildlife conservation. A 

sanctuary is an area of adequate ecological, faunal, 

loral, geo-morphological, natural or zoological 

signiicance and is declared for the purpose of 

protecting, propagating or developing wildlife or its 

environment.  

There are 2 Wildlife Sanctuaries in the South 

District, namely Maenam Wildlife Sanctuary and 

Kitam Bird Sanctuary. 

Maenam Wildlife Sanctuary covers an area of 

35.34 sq. km of South District. It lies in the northern 

corner of the district with its main entry points 

being, Ravangla, Lingmoo and Ralang. Maenam 

literally means “treasure house of medicine” and 

true to its name, the sanctuary is a rich repository of 

medicinal plants. It also is home to various species 

of rare animals and birds. The sanctuary is famous 

not only for its rich lora and fauna, but is an equally 

popular trekking site. The two most popular treks 

are the trek of 12 kms from Ravangla to Maenam, 

transiting through trails of alpine forests and striking 

views of Mt. Khangchendzonga, and the other one 

from Maenam to Borong Village. The sanctuary 

also has a historical Buddhist Monastery-Maenam 

Gumpa, founded by the Queen of Sikkim in the 

year 1969. Apart from this, there is a Shiva Temple 

located atop the sanctuary and is considered 

sacred by the local people. On a clear day,the view 

of the snow-laden peaks of Mt. Khangchendzonga, 

Mt. Siniolchu, Mt. Pandim and Mt. Narsing from the 

Sanctuaries of South: 
The potential contribution of wildlife 
sanctuary towards forest conservation  

-Anula Gurung/SIA
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ridge top is breath-taking and is a visual 

delight.

The Kitam Bird Sanctuary is an 

ornithologists paradise. Located along 

the southern boundary of the State, the 

sanctuary was established in 2005 and 

spreads across an area of 6 sq.km. The 

area was a reserved forest before being 

declared a sanctuary. Home to numerous 

of birds, one can spot birds including 

Oriental White Eye, Kaleej Pheasant, Indian 

Peafowl, Red Jungle Fowl, Scarlet Minivet, 

Green Magpie, Himalayan Flame. Kitam’s 

low altitude, moderate temperatures and 

natural ecosystem makes it a hot spot for 

migratory birds which lock plentiful during 

the winters. Sightings of species like White-

rumped Vulture, Slender-billed Vulture, 

Nuthatch and the Rufous-necked Hornbill 

have prompted this area to be demarcated 

as an Important Bird Area (IBA). Kitam is also 

home to different species of butterlies and 

is also a well-known eco-tourist spot that 

caters to hundreds of tourists all year round. 

In this overpopulated world, the 

need for a dedicated space for wildlife is 

increasingly important. Therefore, national 

parks, wildlife sanctuaries, and protected 

spaces for nature helps conserve the 

natural world and beneit us all. Whether 

a park is giving someone space to walk 

and exercise, or a wildlife sanctuary is 

promoting conservation, these places play 

an important role in our society. 
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P
ristine and picturesque landscape, 

incredible varieties of rhododendrons 

bursting in riots of colours greet, as one 

enters the Shingba Rhododendron Sanctuary.  

Spread over 43 sq km, the  sanctuary located 

in the picturesque Yumthang valley in North 

Sikkim, is one of the most beautiful sanctuaries  

in the State. The fresh turquoise Yumthang Chu 

meandering  briskly ,the lush meadows dotted 

with primulas, poppies and aconites silver ir, 

larch and junipers, zealously guarded by snow 

cloaked mountains- Shingba is unequivocally 

a  slice of paradise on earth.

Rhododendrons

The rich biodiversity and endangered lora 

and fauna offered by the sanctuary charms 

nature lovers, tourists and  researchers alike.  

The altitudinal gradient ranging from 3048 to 

4675 meters with different microclimates has 

contributed to a wide range of loral diversity. 

Over 25 species of Rhodendrons are found in 

the area and the sanctuary is the natural habitat 

of the Rhododendron Niveum, the State Tree of 

Sikkim. Until recent discovery of its  presence in 

Khangchendzonga National Park, Shingba had 

the status of being the only area having natural 

population of this species. The Rhododendron 

Arboreum which is the worlds largest 

rhododendron,blooms abundantly in all its 

three colours: red, white and pink. Interestingly, 

the white variety is very rare and is found only in 

the area and has not been reported anywhere 

else in Sikkim. Not only different varieties of 

rhododendron can be seen in the sanctuary, 

but different forms of the same varieties are 

found. As one reaches higher grounds in the 

sanctuary,the big Rhododendron trees give 

way to bushy shrubs of Rhododendron and the 

lora also changes to an alpine  variety.

Fauna

The Sanctuary is host to extremely rare and 

endangered fauna such as the Red Panda, 

Himalayan Black Bear,  Musk Dear , Goral, 

Tibetan Wolf, Snow Leopard, Serow, Pika 

,Yellow Throated Marten, Blood Pheasant, Fire-

Tailed Sunbird , Darjeeling Woodpecker , Snow 

Pigeon  etc.  

The Government of Sikkim declared the 

Shingba Rhodendron Sanctuary as a Protected 

Area in 1992 and since, signiicant steps have 

been initiated for protection of the sanctuary. 

The nomadic grazers and hunters who were a 

threat to the rich biodiversity of the area have 

been diverted into alternative livelihoods such 

as eco-tourism. The FE&WMD though Eco 

Development Committees has been effectively 

guarding the area to retain its pristine form for 

future posterity.

SHINGBA:
  A SLICE OF HEAVEN ON EARTH 

- Bhumika Pradhan/DIO
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Y
umthang Valley in North Sikkim magnets 
people through its natural and scenic beauty. 
Situated 150 kms from the cosmopolitan 

capital of Sikkim , Gangtok , Yumthang Valley is 
famous worldwide. The breathtaking view of the 
valleys, beautiful green landscape and the snow clad 
mountains make Yumthang a dream destination. The 
famed and naturally rich Shingba Rhododendron 
Sanctuary is situated in the valley of lowers.

Languidly lowing river of ice-cold water, snow-
capped mountains and glacial melts -are some of 
the uncountable things that makes one feel  they are 
in paradise.

Yumthang has the power and the potential to turn 
one into a poet, such is the magic of this little paradise 
on earth. The valley is a visual treat with its seasonal 
lowers, lora and fauna, the beautiful skies above 
and the pleasant weather. Yumthang Valley is also 
known as the “Valley of the Flowers of Sikkim’’. The 

pine and silver ir trees, silene plants, meconopsis 
and other lowering plants that bloom here during 
each season give it this distinction.

Walking through the Yumthang Valley one can 
witness beautiful plains with lush greenery and 
vibrant lowers growing on them, passing over the 
briskly lowing crystal clear water of river Yumthang 
that you wish you could drink straight away from.
Getting lost in the melodies of the cooing birds, 
surrounded by thick forests is one of the best 
experiences that one is likely to have. The calmness, 
the complete silence, the serenity of the surrounding 
is a complete change from the noise, the hustle and 
bustle of the metropolitan cities. As a visitor , the 
feeling that you’re likely to get from breathing in all 
the pure air, especially after having spent so much 
time in the polluted environment of overcrowed 
towns and cities, can only be described as manna 
from heaven.

The Enchanting Yumthang Valley: 
Valley of lowers.

-Sandeep K. Rai/JIA & Chandra P Sharma/JIA
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S
ikkim, a small Himalayan State in the north-eastern region is a bio-diversity hotspot with high 
concentration of loral and faunal species. In loral wealth, orchids, rhododendrons, medicinal 
herbs and Himalayan lowers are rich both in diversity and content. Similarly, in faunal wealth, 

diversity of birds and butterlies occupy a prominent place in the entire Indian Sub-continent. Himalayan 
wildlife species are also rich in content and diversity. The State Government has given paramount 
importance to the protection of wildlife in the State by commissioning a National Park, and seven other 
Wildlife Sanctuaries encompassing a total wildlife area of almost 30.77 percent of State’s geographical. 
This is the highest in the country.       

The Barsey Rhododendron Sanctuary was oficially notiied as a Protected Area in July 1996 for  
protection of its wildlife and  environment. It is situated in the South-West corner of the West district of 
Sikkim. As the name suggests, the Sanctuary was created to protect and conserve the loristic diversity 
and especially to conserve the genetic diversity of the magniicent Rhododendron and its diversity found 
in the region. The Sanctuary is not only the suitable habitat of Rhododendron but it also has different 
loristic components such as Oak, Michelia, Silver ir, Taxus, Maple, Betula, bamboo grooves, variety of 
epiphytes orchids, pteridophytes, mosses, lichens etc. in its naturalness. Along with this loristic diversity, 
remarkable faunal diversity such as Red Panda, Serow, Himalayan Black Bear, Pheasants, Pangolin etc. 
is also found. The Sanctuary is also extremely rich in various medicinal plants such as Bikhma, Kutkia, 
Pakhenbed, Chimphing, Paanch-aaunley, Harchur, Gensing, Jatamanshi, Yew etc.

The Barsey Rhododendron Sanctuary is situated within 27o13’00 N latitude & 88o10’00 E longitude, 
and covers an area of 104 Sq. km. The Sanctuary is largely affected with its varied topographical regions 

         Barsey Rhododendron Sanctuary
                           
        - Wildlife Division, West (FE&WMD)
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due to slopes and aspect of mountainous ranges.
The Sanctuary is also the catchment for the life giving rivers like Kaley Khola, Ringyang Khola, 

Rambong Khola, Dentam Khola, Begha Khola, Sungurey Khola, Beri Khola and many smaller 
streams which are essential for the survival of thousands of villagers who live at the lower elevation.

The altitudinal gradients of 1500m to 3500m provides for a wide range of micro-climates, 
leading to a vast loral diversity. Right from the sub-tropical forest to the rolling alpine meadows, 
these forest types in turn shelter a wide range of faunal elements.  The climate is wet and cold 
favouring the growth and spread of the dominant genus Rhododendron.

During the month of April to May when the skies are clear, the Rhododendrons and Magnolias 
add a riot of colours to the spring air. At that time this Sanctuary becomes a prime tourist destination. 
The view of the snow laden peaks of mighty Mt. Khangchendzonga, Mt. Siniolchu, Mt. Pandim, Mt. 
Kabru and Mt. Narsing from the ridge top is breathtaking.

The main ecological boundaries of the Barsey Rhododendron Sanctuary are Khangchendzonga 
Biosphere Reserve on the eastern side and the Singalila National Park of West Bengal on the 
northern side. 

Strategic importance- Barsey is located in the West district of Sikkim bordering Darjeeling 
district in West Bengal in south and Nepal in the west. Geographically the area lies between 
27o13’00 N and 88o10’00  E, the altitude varies from 1500m to 3500m from msl. 

The mass scale rhododendrons lowering in the region and the availability of the Red Panda, 
with the majestic Mt. Khangchendzonga in the backdrop is the main importance of this Sanctuary. 
This Sanctuary possesses a wide range of microclimates, leading to a vast loral diversity right 
from the Sub Tropical Forests to the Rolling alpine meadows. This Sanctuary has been created to 
protect the magniicent Rhododendron forests, along the Singalila ridge and is the lagship species 
here. The climate also fosters a mind boggling variety of epiphytic orchids, pteridophytes, mosses, 
lichens, and invertebrates.  The alpine meadows take over from about 4000m and are extremely 
rich in medicinal herbs.

Major signiicance of the sanctuary is the number of Schedule I species  it harbors which are 
given maximum protection at the National level as well as having the main inhabitant in the form of 
Red Panda and various species of  pheasants.

Every year more than 3000 thousand locals as well as national visitors come and enjoy the 
beauty of the Rhododendrons at the Barsey Hill Top.

Phoktey Hill Top near Kalijhar and Chewabhanjyang inside 
the Barsey Rhododendron Sanctuary is the only place in the 
State of Sikkim from where both the World highest mountain 
peak (Mt. Everest) and third highest mountain peak in the world 
(Mt. Khangchendzonga) can be seen. The close up view of the 
majestic Khangchendzonga Mountain range can be enjoyed 
from every ridge of the Sanctuary.

 There are four main entry points for Barsey Rhododendron 
Sanctuary - Hilley, Buriakhop, Hee-Patal and Uttarey.  Most 
visitors/tourists prefer to   enter through Hilley because of the 
motorable road. The trekking path from Hilley to Barsey is a 
favourite amongst the tourists especially during the  lowering 
season of Rhododendrons.
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K
hangchendzonga National Park of 
India     just inscribed as UNESCO World 
Heritage Site’, read a tweet by UNESCO. 

Soon after, congratulatory messages started pouring 
in from all quarters and the tiny Himalayan State of 
Sikkim was once again in the limelight.

Khangchendzonga National Park (KNP), Sikkim, 
was declared as a World Heritage Site on Mixed 
Criteria at the 40th Session of the World Heritage 
Committee of the United Nations Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) at 
Istanbul, Turkey, on 17th July 2016. 

The selection of KNP on both cultural and natural 
criteria gave it the distinction of being India’s first 
“mixed criteria” world heritage site. 

In their presentation to the World Heritage 
Committee the International Council on Monuments 
and Sites (ICOMOS) and International Union for 
Conservation of Nature (IUCN) recognized the 
outstanding universal values of the National Park 
in both cultural and natural criteria.  These advisory 
bodies stated that there was strong justification for 
the “integrity” and “authenticity” of the nominated 
property and exquisite flora and fauna apart from the 
unique cultural features of the sacred landscape. 
There are 25 ‘cultural’ and 7 ‘natural’ world heritage 
sites in India. KNP had been on the tentative list of 
World Heritage Sites since 2006.
What this recognition means to Sikkim

The inscription of Khangchendzonga National 
Park as UNESCO World Heritage Site under ‘mixed’ 
criteria renders global visibility to the marvel 
cocooned in the eastern Himalayas. It is also a 
befitting reward to the path-breaking ‘green’ initiatives 
of the State Government led by Chief Minister 
Mr. Pawan Chamling for over two decades. The 
enlistment of KNP as a world heritage site heralds a 
multi-fold increase in tourism footfall in the State. It 
also strengthens the resolve of the State Government 
and the people of Sikkim to sustain the eco-friendly 

environment of the State for posterity. 
Unique Characteristics 

Sikkim has a unique geographical characteristic 
where,within a distance of over 114 kms, one finds 
all the five climatic zones - tropical, sub-tropical, 
temperate, sub-alpine and alpine which extend from 
300 meters to 8,598 meters above mean sea level with 
the towering presence of Mount Khanchendzonga, 
the third highest mountain peak in the world, revered 
as the guardian deity of the people of Sikkim. With 
these unique characteristics, Sikkim hosts over 
twenty six percent of the Country’s biodiversity.

Insistence on ‘Green’ Practices 
“It should be our goal to be environment-friendly 

in every possible way including our lifestyle, way of 
thinking as well as the policies and programmes that 
we devise and implement,” stated Chief Minister 
Mr. Pawan Chamling, while delivering the key note 
address at the World Sustainable Development 
Summit 2016 at India Habitat Centre, New Delhi 
on  6th October 2016. This statement sums up the 
vision of the Government towards environmental 
sustainability. 

The State Government has formulated and 
consistently implemented environment friendly 
programmes and policies since the early years of its 
coming to the helm of power. A huge geographical 
area in Sikkim is designated as National Parks. The 
Government made a policy decision in the year 1998 
to devise mechanisms to preserve and conserve 
these National Parks. The recognition of Sikkim as a 
Global Biodiversity Hotspot (among the existing 18) 
epitomizes the natural richness of the State, especially 
considering the relatively small geographical area. 
The Way Forward

“Sikkim will showcase iconic Mount 
Khangchendzonga and the Khangchendzonga 
National Park (KNP), which has recently been 
declared as a World Heritage Site, to promote 
eco-tourism in the Himalayan State, widely 

Khangchendzonga National       Park-

The Mighty Khangchendzonga Peak as seen from, West Sikkim © Adarsh Gurung 
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regarded as the Switzerland of the East,” shared 
Chief Minister Mr. Pawan Chamling while 
addressing a press conference in New Delhi 
on the 7th October 2016. He said that the State 
Government had formulated plans in association with 
the Indian Mountaineering Federation  (IMF) to start 
circumambulation tours in the periphery of India’s 
highest mountain peak Mt Khangchendzonga (located 
at 28,169 feet (8,586 metres)). He added that the State 
Government aimed to start 15 days’ long   trekking trails 
in the 1,784 sq km Khangchendzonga National Park 
(KNP). He shared that the parikrama tour in the periphery 
of the world heritage site KNP would be promoted 
mainly during the summer season keeping in view 
the favourable climatic conditions in the area during 
these months. He said that Government would provide 
highest level of professional support and logistics to 
nature loving enthusiasts during the parikrama tour 
through the State Tourism Department and registered 
tour and travel agencies. The Chief Minister had further 
informed that the State Government had launched a 
15-minute helicopter service to witness breathtaking 
views of Mount Khanchendzonga from Gangtok, the 
State capital.  The objective was to provide tourists with 
a magnificent view of the pristine peak, which assumes 
different colours during different hours of the day. He 
had further informed that the Government has recently 
opened 14 pristine   peaks having height of below 
7,000 meters in North and West Sikkim with a view to 
promote nature and eco-tourism in the State and added 
that Government has identified about 15 places in the 
State from where the various peaks could be viewed.  
Construction of viewing decks and other allied facilities 
would be developed to promote these places.

 “KNP is the first mixed criteria site in India to become 
World Heritage Site and represents India’s unique 
traditional links between nature and culture.”- Ms. 
Ruchira Kambhoj, Ambassador of India’s Permanent 
Delegation to UNESCO, while thanking the World 
Heritage Committee of UNESCO and the international 

community.  
Khangchendzonga National Park – Salient 
features

Khangchendzonga National Park is a National Park 
and a Biosphere Reserve located in Sikkim. The park 
gets its name from the mountain Khangchendzonga 
which is 8,586 metres tall, the third highest peak in the 
world. The total area of the park is 1784 sq kms, almost 
25.14% of the total geographical area of Sikkim. 

The KNP extends from the Lhonak Valley and 
Lachen in North Sikkim to Yuksam in West Sikkim. 
The Western boundary of the Park runs along the 
international boundary with Nepal and China. 

The Park comprises of 18 glaciers, 17 high altitude 
lakes, and 19 mountains and peaks. The Park is home 
to a rich variety of flora, fauna and avifauna. A new 
species of bird named Himalayan Forest Thrush has 
been found in 2016. 
KNP – The Cultural Aspect 

On one hand we have the mighty Mount 
Khangchendzonga and the majestic landscape 
surrounding it, and on the other, and lesser known to 
the outside world, is the intriguing story of legends that 
describe the mountain as the guardian deity, holy and 
reverential, with numerous legendary stories that forms 
the basis of the belief system and identity of the people 
of Sikkim.  

 The Khangchendzonga National Park is 
significant as it is considered to be the core of the 
sacred hidden land or “Beyul” which was blessed by 
Guru Padmasambhava. This concept is linked to the 
narrative on Guru Padmasambhava or Guru Rinpoche 
or Second Buddha, who visited Sikkim in the 8th century 
and sanctified the whole region naming it Beyul or 
‘Sacred Hidden Land’.

An important ritual associated with 
Mt.Khangchendzonga is the Pang Lhabsol, which 
was consolidated by the Kind of Sikkim in the 17th -18th 
Century and is still performed annually.  This particular 
Buddhist ritual interwoven with Lepcha rite is carried 

Khangchendzonga National       Park-a capsulization
- KNP DIVISION (FEWMD) and Raj K Sharma/SIA

28 june.indd   21 10/08/17   5:08 pm



KIM TODAY  

JUNE 2017

out by two shamans (boongthings) at the same time 
as Pang Lhabsol is performed. These rituals have been 
performed for over three centuries and along with the 
texts wherein they are described have played a crucial 
role in shaping Sikkimese identity and their relationship 
with the environment. The festival of Pang Lhabsol is 
unique to Sikkim and commemorates the consecration 
of Mount Khangchendzonga as the guardian deity of 
Sikkim. It is believed that the mountain god played an 
active role in introducing Buddhism into this former 
kingdom. To this day the mountain god is invoked and 
prayed to during Pang Lhabsol to continue protecting 
Sikkim. The festival is celebrated on the 15th day of the 
7th month of the Tibetan calendar corresponding to 
late August or early September. The ‘chaams’ which 
are part of this festival are unique and the spectacular 
Pangtoed or warrior dance was choreographed by the 
third Chogyal Chador Namgyal, which is said to have 
appeared to him in a vision.

The festival also marks the commemoration of 
blood brotherhood sworn between the Lepchas and 
the Bhutias at Kabi in the 15th century.

In keeping with the cultural and religious 
significance of the festival, the State Government has 
declared Pang Lhabsol, along with other religious 
festivals, as a Government Holiday. 

The geography of the Khangchendzonga 
National Park is lined with natural features like lakes, 
caves, sacred rocks, hotsprings and sacred peaks. The 
undying faith in the unseen and the utmost reverence 
to these natural creations is unique to Sikkim and its 
ethos. It is interesting to note that the State Government 
too recognizes the sanctity of these places and has 
issued official notifications to safeguard these holy 
properties. There are several monasteries, stupas or 
chortens, and ruins of palaces that form an integral part 
of the property. 
Conclusion

As much as is written and extolled 
about the elegance of the World Heritage 
Site in its physical form, what draws 
one’s attention most to this enigma is the 
mysticism associated with it. There is so 
much more to be explored and all human 
efforts tend to fail at that. Legends attached 
to it speak about treasures and holy 
buddhist texts hidden in the mountains and 
sacred peaks. It is enough to justify that the 
peace and harmony that prevails in Sikkim 
is not without reason. 

It is comforting to know that the much 
revered Khangchendzonga is a witness to 
the chaos that one goes through on a daily 
basis, and that the people of Sikkim have a 
living God in the form of Khangchendzonga 
to protect them.  

The World has recognized the 
essence of the KNP as a Heritage Site in the 
Mixed Category. For the people of Sikkim, 
the glory comes with a set of responsibilities 
to safeguard the honour of this sanctified 
land and the mountain. The legend 
surrounding  Mount Khangchendzonga 
and the  sacred hidden land needs to be 
told and retold and passed on to coming 
generations. At the same time, the natural 
beauty and glory of the Heritage Site needs 
to be safeguarded for posterity. 

“The efforts undertaken by the State in preserving the environment and creating a ‘green’ Sikkim have 
been recognized by the international fraternity. Sikkim has the largest area, in proportionate terms, among 
all the States in the country, under wildlife reserves and sanctuaries.  It is the only State in the country where 
the forest cover has increased over the years.  I attribute the success and recognition to the zero tolerance 
policy of the State on wildlife hunting, tree felling and ban on open grazing, and credit the success of the 
‘green’ policies of the State to the people of Sikkim.  I congratulate the oficials of the Forest, Wildlife and 
Climate Change and Culture Departments of the State Government for their untiring efforts in having KNP 
declared as a World Heritage Site on both cultural and natural criteria, which is the irst of its kind in India.” 

- Chief Minister Mr. Pawan Chamling, 
while expressing deep satisfaction at the development.
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KHANGCHENDZONGA 

BIOSPHERE RESERVE 
A SUCCESS STORY
-Director (KBR), Forest Environment and Wildlife Management Department (FE&WMD)
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E
xtract from an article on Khangchendzonga Biosphere Reserve from the magazine titled 
Indian Biosphere Reserves-Contributing towards biodiversity Conservation and 
sustainable development-Workshop on Strategy for National Action for Biosphere 

Reserves, 20-21 February, 2017,  Pachmarhi, Madhya Pradesh, Ministry of Environment, Forests, 
Climate Change, Government of India.
Some of the successful initiatives and achievements relating to conservation of biodiversity and 
management in the Khangchendzonga Biosphere Reserve are indicated below; some of these can 
further be adopted as ideal examples in other Biosphere Reserves in the Himalayas and elsewhere:

High level of conservation approaches practiced for the protection of biota of KBR by the 
area management.
Huge acceptance of participatory practices amongst communities for management 
laid down by the KBR management. This includes successful community participation, 
especially, through formation of ‘Himal Rakshaks’, Eco Development Committes, etc .
Initiation of successful eco-tourism and especially promotion of Home Stays in fringe 
villages, as livelihood activity, and notiication of various trekking routes and rules.
Highly applauded livelihood initiatives launched by KBR management for the community 
development  thus reducing pressure on natural resources
Documentation and wide dissemination of information on unique spots having both 
cultural and biodiversity values along Tholung- Kishong eco-trek, though publication of 
detailed technical brochure
Drastic reduction of herders in the core-zone of KBR, through joint efforts of management 
and community including SSB oficials.
Various successful campaigns along Yuksom- Dzongri trekking corridors in KBR on 
waste management jointly conducted by KBR management and local NGOs.
Collaborative stakeholders’ consultation meeting/workshops, especially at Yuksom 
and Uttarey (West Sikkim) and Dzongu valley (north Sikkim) have yielded concrete 
recommendations and highlighted the vital conservation and management issues.
Acceptance of majority of the proposals made under Annual Plan of Action for the 
management and conservation of KBR put in before the Annual State Level Steering 
Commiittee meetings.
Based on high level of core area protection, the preparation and submission of nomination 
document for MAB Net of Biosphere Reserve for KBR,Sikkim

As such, Khangchendzonga Biosphere Reserve can be seen as an ideal example to follow, 
which needs better realization and support from wider array of stakeholders and policy 
makers.

Photos © FE&WMD
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T
his Biodiversity Park is 
situated at about 70 km to 
the west of Gangtok and 14 

km north of Namchi. The park is in 
the southern part of the Maenam-
Tendong ridge, which virtually 
bisects Sikkim longitudinally.

 The State Biodiversity Park, 
Tendong occupies the northern 
aspect of this ridge, between 
Gyanchung and Damthang, below 
the state highway, and is effortlessly 
accessible for visitors. The view 
from the park is mesmerising as 
it adjoins the lush locale of the 
renowned Temi Tea Garden.

The total area of the park is 255 
hectares  and the topography of 
this park is hilly, with lat land in 
patches and a number of streams 
pass through the area.

The Park comprises of Middle 
and Upper Hill Forests and 
encompasses groves of Walnut, 
Chestnut, Oak and Alder. As the 
Biodiversity Park has been carved 
out of a Reserve Forest, Eifel Tar 

R.F., the existing area is extremely 
rich in natural resources. Barking 
Deer,Flying Squirrels, and a variety 
of mammals dwell in this opulent 
area. One can also ind avifauna 
diversity in abundance in the park.

The State Biodiversity Park has 
been designed in a unique way 
without hampering the rare and 
endangered species existing in the 
park. A trail inside the park descends 
towards bridges, natural ponds 
and extraordinarily fascinating 
trees, the park can be a paradise 
for ecologists and nature lovers. 
The park also consists of a centre 
wherein samples of medicinal 
herbs have been stored so that it 
may facilitate the researchers and 
general public in the future. 

The, State Biodiversity Park, 
Tendong has played a vital and 
signiicant role in safeguarding the 
rich biological diversity of Sikkim in 
an exceptional way which aids in 
maintaining the natural balance of 
the environment. 

Inaugurated during the year 2003 by the Chief Minister, Mr. Pawan Chamling,the State Biodiversity Park, 
Tendong, located in the South District of the State is infused with rich flora and fauna. 

State Biodiversity Park, 
Tendong, South Sikkim

-Megna Basnett/JIA
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“The future of man is dependent on the 

protection of the  environment” 
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E
nvironmentally conscious and armed with 

habitual hygiene, 26 year old Dawa Gyalpo 

Bhutia from Gyalshing, West Sikkim is an ideal 

example of a green crusader. Even before we settle 

down, he tells me, “Taking care of the environment 

and nature is not a choice you are entitled to make. It 

is your responsibility”. The unbending tone he uses 

while talking about the environment continues as he 

begins narrating how he became a combatant for 

nature.

He says it all began with his mentor, Mrs. 

Yishey D.Yongda who irst made him understand 

how important and necessary it was to keep the 

environment clean and sustain the natural resources. 

With her guidance and support, he underwent 

Waste Management Practice training at Kovalam in 

Kerala in 2012. This was an essential indoctrination 

under the Swacch Bharat Abhiyaan (then called 

Nirmal Bharat Abhiyaan). There he learnt that the 

gravity of matter lay in waste segregation. Hence, 

it is of utmost importance that one learns how to 

manage waste. 

“The mentality and the attitude of the people 

is what needs to change irst,” he explains. “We, 

human beings are products of nature. We need to 

protect and conserve our natural resources and 

environment for our own beneit.” 

Dawa conducts and organizes public awareness 

programmes especially in the rural areas to teach 

the masses about the FIVE Rs i.e 

• Reduce • Reuse • Recycle •Refuse • Repair

He takes the 5 Rs very seriously and says he 

refuses the use and consumption of plastic in 

everyday affair. Even at cafes and restaurants  when 

he is served a drink with a straw, he refuses to use 

the straw. Often, he informs and imparts the dangers 

of plastic to those who seem to be subconsciously 

making it a part of their daily affair. “Reusing and 

Repairing will take you far! Believe me”. He says in a 

tone that is almost austere.

Chuckling he admits, “I am made fun of by my 

friends for getting too serious about the environment. 

I don’t take it personally because I understand it’s 

actually a serious matter and the sooner everybody 

understands that, the better it is for all.” 

Dawa draws and prepares detailed project reports 

for various departments and organizations that require 

his knowledge on sanitation and Solid Waste 

Management. He never hesitates to participate in any 

programme that talks and deals with environmental 

issues. 

“We have to start right from our homes,” he begins. 

“Start with the simplest of things like segregation of 

waste. When you sort out your trash, you are already 

making the minimum effort. You may not realize it but 

 “The Green Samurai”
On a mission to change the way we 

dump our waste 

- Avvantika R Rajalim/SIA
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these very things make you sub consciously aware of 

your environment and you get involved in protecting 

and taking 

care of 

nature

 

“Awareness 

programme/

drives are 

i m p o r t a n t 

a l b e i t 

people say 

they are 

pretty much 

futile. They 

aren’t !” He 

speaks. “At 

the school 

level, it is 

i m p o r t a n t 

to make the 

c h i l d r e n 

understand 

cleanliness and hygiene not as a rule but as a way 

of life! We must have essay writing, painting, debate 

and all possible interactions on environment and 

nature for school children. That way, they learn that 

there is just no compromising with nature. Perhaps, 

have a cleanliness monitor who makes sure the 

school premises are spick and span. This way, 

sanitation becomes a priority and while children 

learn that there are seven continents in the world; 

let the children also learn that throwing a packet of 

Wai-Wai right into the basket is what will earn them 

points in life !” He afirms.  

“Having a green lifestyle will not change 

anything about your personality. If at all it does, 

may be it will add cool quotient to your dull life”. 

He jokes. “From the time you wake up, till you go 

to bed, just practice not harming your environment 

consciously. That is all! It isn’t dificult”.

Dawa visits temples and monasteries both. 

During pujas, he not only donates but he and the 

pandits and monks all make sure there is no plastic 

used in distributing prasad and tsho. Since he lives 

in the West District, he has taken it upon himself to 

cater to the religious houses there especially at the 

Pemayangste and the Tashiding monastery. 

“Our government departments and organizations 

that look after the environment are doing all they 

can to make sure we cause less damage to the 

environment. We 

have a leader who 

is not just visionary. 

He is conscious and 

he is aware, hence, 

his leadership and 

initiatives have taken 

the State ahead in 

the race.” He opines, 

while picking up a 

packet that somebody 

has thrown on M.G 

Marg. “So what do you 

think will happen in 

the future?” I ask him 

as we make our way 

out from the crowded 

streets. “A lot of things 

will happen,” he states, 

“The changes will be 

evident in the future but I am going to work in my 

own way in making sure that I cause less harm to the 

environment and I want you to wake up everyday 

knowing that you come from nature and you will go 

back to nature, hence you have no choice but to 

safeguard nature”. He concludes in that same strict 

tone he started with. 

“Clean Sikkim, Green Sikkim,” we both read 

out in unison as we pass a board put up by GMC. 
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C
ontinued dependency on the use 

of irewood leads to exhaustion and 

impoverishment of nature and its diverse 

depositories. The most signiicant implication 

on using irewood for fuel is its association to 

deforestation. The widespread practice of wood 

cutting for irewood is the primary cause for 

deforestation. Locals do a lot of damage to the 

environment by cutting wood for fuel and cooking 

purposes. Thus, wildlife has been experiencing 

severe biotic pressure from the villages situated in 

its fringes.

Firewood burning is hazardous to our health too 

as it produces an array of harmful chemicals that 

includes many pollutants which contributes to 

cardiovascular problems and respiratory diseases. 

While wood smoke harms us all, it can be hazardous 

to the health of babies, children, pregnant women, 

their unborn children and the elderly.

While Sikkim has approximately 82% area under 

forest cover which includes 8 protected areas 

consisting of 7 wildlife sanctuaries and 1 national 

park, FE&WMD, in its ventures is actively working to 

control dependency on irewood to further increase 

our forest cover and reduce smoke pollution.

The Department over the years has played a 

pivotal role in providing alternatives to reduce 

dependency on the use of irewood and its harmful 

effects on human health and environment.

Therefore, Joint Forest Management Committee 

(JFMC), a program initiated in accordance to 

the National Forest Policy of 1998 and Eco 

Development Project (EDP) was instituted for 

the purpose of conservation, sustainable use, 

sharing of responsibilities and reducing resource 

dependency of local communities living in the 

fringe areas of the protected areas. 

 To achieve the overall objective of this project, 

a micro plan was formulated by JFMC which 

comprised of the following components: 

• To decrease pressure on the natural forests, 

the rural people are encouraged to undertake 

plantation of fuel wood and fodder trees on lands 

which are uneconomical for agricultural and 

horticultural practices.

•Creation of alternative income generation 

packages which are non-biomass dependent for 

the resource dependent communities.

•Supporting forest fringe communities to protect and 

manage forests.

• Undertaking eco-development activities in the 

villages.

•Provision for biomass regeneration in and around 

each target village.

•Introduction and provision of alternative energy 

materials like fuel eficient cooking stoves, LPG and 

Bio Gas system for fuel wood compensation

•Formulating methods to save energy and reduce 

dependency on irewood.

•Enhancement of availability of fuel and fodder in 

villages.

Furthermore, at the local level, Biodiversity 

Management Committees (BMCs) are responsible 

for promoting conservation, sustainable use and 

documentation of biological diversity.

Accordingly, FEWM Department has been working 

eficiently in preventing degradation of the forests, 

further helping in providing beneits at the local, 

national and global environmental level. In addition, 

various initiatives are undertaken by the Department 

such as organization of awareness and training 

campaigns in collaboration with World Wide Fund 

for Nature (WWF), Wildlife Institute of India(WII) and 

other agencies for the local communities, frontline 

staffs and local NGOs regarding non-dependency 

on irewood. Thousands of seedlings, saplings are 

planted and hectares of government wastelands 

are brought under plantation and fodder plots have 

also been developed in many parts of the state. A 

monitoring protocol on regular basis has further 

been adopted to assess whether the processes 

being implemented under the project is moving in 

the right direction. 

Derivationally, fuel wood usage has reduced 

drastically and conservation awareness has 

increased among the villagers thus, substantially 

reducing irewood dependency in the State.

REDUCING DEPENDENCY
ON FIREWOOD

-Sonam N Bhutia/JIA
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The Green Army: 
Keeping the world greener for tomorrow   - Anula Gurung / SIA

 Environmental consciousness is the need of the hour, and it is reassuring to know of individual 
endeavours laboring to rectify the damage done to the delicate  ecological community. Here, we take a 

look at three such “green vigilantes”, who are giving it their all to make a difference towards expanding the 
green cover of Sikkim.

The green guardians are the custodians positively making a difference to our vital environs. In addition, 
the collective efforts of the government, organisations and local communities can place a higher emphasis 

on environmental protection and spread awareness, as our long term economic growth is dependent on 
environmental sustainability. Those who have been working consistently towards saving our environment 

deserve to be recognised and will be known as Earth Heroes.

42 year old Nima Gyatsho Sherpa is your average looking watchman. Extraordinarily, 
he has dedicated 19 years of his life to  the Forest, Environment and Wildlife 
Management Department. He works tirelessly everyday to maintain, protect and 
safeguard the cherished Maenam Wildlife Sanctuary in South Sikkim. From 
years of his service, he recalls his encounters with various species of fauna in 
the dense forests of Maenam and the many search and rescue escapades that 
he has embarked upon so far. Nima isn’t your typical wildlife enthusiast nor an 
accomplished environmentalist or a certiied conservationist, but he states that 
the wildlife sanctuary is his second home. He remarks that he has grown attached 
to its surroundings and knows it like the palm of his hand and will do anything to 
preserve the ecological balance and sanctity of Maenam Wildlife Sanctuary. 

Norbu Sherpa of Rayong busty, 8 kms away from Ravangla under Golitar GPU is a 
52 year old, MR nursery worker under the FE&WMD. Despite many setbacks, Norbu 
provides for his family of 5 with a humble monthly income of Rs. 7,500. Through the 
seemingly inconspicuous task of his passion to nurture saplings in the government 
run nursery, he talks about damages inlicted upon the nursery by animals such as 
monkeys, deer, wild boars and birds. Upon such circumstances, he remarks how 

he works overtime to retain the quality of the nursery that boasts of a rich variety 
of lowering and non-lowering saplings. With an almost child-like enthusiasm, 
he describes the joy he experiences until now, on witnessing a miniscule seed 
metamorphosing into a plant after nurturing it with the right attention and care. 

Similarly, Nar Maya Rai ,Panchayat Vice President of Chauridara under Lingmoo 
Paiyong GPU under Tumin Lingee Constituency is a green hero in the truest spirit due 
to her exemplary practice of growing and nurturing plants and trees of medicinal 
value in and around her village. Eversince Chauridara’s declaration as a Green 
Village by the Chief Minister, Mr. Pawan Chamling in 2011, Nar Maya alongside 
other village dwellers have been working with unmatched perseverance to 
transform and support the sustainable project in their village. One can witness 
the number of ornamental trees, herbs, shrubs ,medicinal plants and aromatic 
plants thriving in the area. When asked about this activity, Nar Maya states 
“Treatment with medicinal plants is considered very safe as there is no or 
minimal side effects. These remedies are in sync with nature, which is the biggest 
advantage; also it is necessary to plan development activities in such a manner 
that the precious environment is conserved not only for the present but also for the 
future generations”. 
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M
e e t 
t h e 
man, 

N o s a n g 
M u r i n g l a 

Limboo, a 30 year 
old eco-tourism 

entrepreneur from the  quixotic lowlands 
of Darap in West Sikkim, who revels in the beauty 
of nature and his passion for butterflies, birds ,and 
literature.

When asked about the popular references 
made about him as the “Butterfly Man Of Sikkim”, he 
modestly acknowledges, and recounts his visit to 
Walong , Arunachal Pradesh, back in 2014  when he 
hit a milestone in the butterfly world by discovering 
the Asiatic Swallowtail Butterfly.  It is not long before 
one realizes that Nosang and his eternal romance 
with the butterflies go way back. It was in the year 
2006, when, fresh out of his second year of college, 
Nosang, aspiring to join the thriving tourism band 
wagon of Sikkim, got the chance to accompany 
the renowned field biologist Tarun Karmakar on his 
educational visit to Sikkim. “I travelled extensively with 
him to many parts of the State and took photographs 

of the butterflies amongst other species that he 
was documenting”. At the end of the tour, Nosang 
realized and was astounded that he had collected 
photographs of more than 200 butterfly species 
found in the State. The rest, as they say, is history. 
Nosang went on to become the first Sikkimese to 
publish a 168 page pictorial guide book , “The Flying 
Pearls Of Sikkim Himalaya”, that featured 225 species 
of the fascinating butterflies of the State.

Soon enough, it dawns that Nosang’s affair 
with Mother Earth does not begin and end with the 
vivid winged wonders. His passion for protecting 
and saving the natural beauty that Sikkim is blessed 
with radiates as he goes on to highlight the need for 
creating a natural history museum in a State as bio-
diversely rich as Sikkim. “What use is our existence 
of, if we are not protecting and sustaining what has 
been lent to us by nature”, appends Nosang as he 
talks about the various pro-environment activities that 
he and his village folk have been actively involved in; 
like the time they re-painted and restored the entire 
lot of sign boards from the nearby tourist hotspot of 
Pelling, right down to the warmer grasslands of Rimbi. 
Noteworthily, Nosang and his team of green vigilantes 
have been massively successful in rescuing the small 

THE BUTTERFLY EFFECT 
- By Smita Thapa / Scriptwriter

“There will be butterflies, there will be summer skies.
There will be gaudy wings,  over the bones of things.
Who says that that summer skies , Who says that 
butterflies are brief?”

T
he “Butterfly Effect” is a concept that small causes can have large effects. It states that everything 
in existence is connected and that one component cannot help, but affect the entirety of other 

components.
W h i l e this chaos theory is scientific in its source and beginning, one 

can safely surmise, Here is an individual who has positively 
and environmentally harnessed the “Butterfly Effect”, in 
letter and in spirit! 
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brooks and streams dotting his village, which were 
habitually choked and drying up due to the frequent 
washing of tourist vehicles amongst other menaces.

 This Green Crusader does not stop at this! – He 
is the President of the Sikkim Ornithological Society 
(SOS), an organization dedicated towards sharing the 
knowledge of birds and butterflies to the masses, esp. 
the youth so as to encourage and get them involved 
in the conservation of the natural opulence of the 
State. He is regularly invited to schools,government 
and educational institutions, and other organizations 
to participate in campaigns raising awareness about 
the prominence of butterflies in the fragile eco-system, 
protecting and broadening the environment, amongst 
other environment related topics. Instrumental in 
setting up the first Butterfly Club in a school in Sikkim 
(Khecheopalri Senior Secondary School), Nosang and 
his team has distributed more than 500 butterfly and 
bird charts to various schools in the State. “ Come rain 
or hail, I never pass up an invitation to raise awareness 
about the butterflies and sustaining the environmental 
grandeur”, says Nosang. The sparkle in his eyes is 
unmissable when quizzed about the level of awareness 
and interest in butterflies amongst the young school 
goers and adds that there is a necessity for a youth 
resource base on the butterflies and birds of the State.

Nosang states that the organic path concepted 
by the Chief Minister, Mr. Pawan Chamling has been a 
boon to the delicate butterflies who now delight over 
gardens of healthy host plants.

 What is paradigmatic about this youth is the 
fact that he celebrates his birthday every year, which 
connectedly and interestingly, falls on the same day 
as the World Biodiversity Day; i.e the 22nd of May, by 
planting saplings of trees and flowering plants.

From being awarded the Green Ambassador 
Award (2014-2015) by the Delhi based NGO, CMS 
Vatavaran; to leading the HUG A TREE campaign in 
the State; organizing butterfly meets, raising awareness 
about conscious plantation and doing everything that 
he can to ensure that people realize it is vital to protect 
the natural bounty that the State has been blessed 
with, this 30 year old is halfway on the path to what 
the Chief Minister, Mr. Pawan Chamling calls 
“responsible living”. 

In an age where being technologically and 
fashionably ahead is trending, it is refreshing and 
reassuring to learn of youths like Nosang who flutter 
and  eventually soar in the peaceful co-existence 
of man and nature. What Issac Kehimkar is to India, 
Nosang Muringla Limboo is to Sikkim - The Butterfly 
Man.
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S
ikkim in the Eastern Himalayas plays a vital role in maintaining the 
ecological balance. 
  Living in a fragile ecosystem, it is our duty to preserve, conserve 

and be aware of maintaining the green cover of the State. The State 
Government has deemed it expedient to achieve the vision of a 100% 
environment conscious Sikkim.
To spread environment awareness amongst the school children, an 
innovative award scheme The Chief Minister’s Green School Rolling 
Trophy-cum-Green School State Award at the State Level has been 
constituted.
    The Award recognizes and awards the best practices of the top ive schools of the State on an annual 
basis. 
    The government,in regard to the implementation of the award scheme in Sikkim, has constituted the 
State Green Apex Body. The Body has the power to take all measures and functions towards implementing 
the award scheme. It approves authority for selection of schools as nominated by the State Coordinating 
Committee (SCC) for the award scheme. The State Government constitutes the SCC with duties and 
responsibilities to coordinate and implement the activities relating to the school environment management 
system through CSE or CEE for implementing the body’s decisions. It enrolls the schools at national level 
environment programmes like Green School Programme and Paryavaran Mitra Programme, amongst 
others.
 Dutifully,SCC provides adequate resources like Green School Manual, projects kits, etc. to the registering 
schools. It also looks for innovative mechanisms for environment awareness  and education in schools.
 Accordingly, the award scheme also facilitates green teachers training programmes. 
Every year, during the State level World Environment Day the Chief Minister, Mr. Pawan Chamling presents 
the Chief Minister’s Green School Rolling Trophy cum State Green Award to the school which exhibits 
environmental excellence and spreads the message of supporting the  State’s green policies by working 
towards a cleaner, greener and a sustainable world.
At the directives of the government, the award carries trophies and certiicates including cash prizes 
according to the rank i.e.1st prize includes ` 5 lakh, 2nd and other winners includes ` 1 lakh, respectively.

The Chief Minister’s 
Green School Rolling 
Trophy 

 - working towards environmental enrichment 
-Manjeeta Adhikari/JIA
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L
ook at any satellite image of Earth’s surface and the irst thing you notice – other than all the water– are 
the mountains. There’s a good reason for that as mountains cover 27% of the Earth’s surface. Mountains 
serve as a natural sanctuary for animals, they are the great reservoirs of the earth’s fresh water and they 

provide us with materials that form the fertile soil of the plains. We therefore owe a lot to the mountains for our 
survival and sustainability. 

Nearly 60% of Sikkim lies above 3000 meters and most of it is classiied as Reserve Forests. The sub-alpine 
and alpine landscape of Sikkim Himalaya locally referred to as Himal, has a unique ecosystem and comprises 
of 285 glaciers, 316 glacial lakes and 10 mountain peaks that rise above 7000 meters. The Himal also forms 
the headwaters of important perennial rivers and conserving this water bank is essential for the survival of 
thousands of villagers who live at the lower elevations. It is a repository of unique, globally important wildlife 
and valuable medicinal plants, which form the basis for the indigenous systems of medicine. 

The high altitude alpine zone of the Sikkim Himalayas hold exceptional ecological, cultural, economic 
and biodiversity values but this zone continues to be under inadequate management and needs urgent 
interventions. Effective conservation of the Himal by forest oficials alone is extremely challenging due to 
various factors. 

Hence in the year 2006, Sikkim Government decided to encompass support of the villagers, practicing 
traditional subsistence livelihoods in the high altitudes of the Himalayas, in conservation management. Such 
villagers, who were willing, were to be recognized as Himal Rakshaks meaning Honorary Mountain Guardians. 
This would result in a more effective, participatory “on ground” conservation of the Himal jointly with the Forest 
Department. 

The responsibilities of a Himal Rakshak requires working vigorously and diligently towards wildlife 
conservation in areas of offences such as poaching and clandestine trade of wild animals and products, 
detection of offences under the Wildlife (Protection) Act, prevention of damage to the habitat of wildlife and 
smuggling of medicinal and aromatic plants for trade. Simultaneously, they  also  work towards cutting back 
negative impacts arising from unplanned trekking tourism while carrying the message of conservation to the 
people and enlisting their public support for nature and wildlife conservation. 

Few individuals  have been entrusted with the imperative task of being Himal Rakshaks and are all 
making a big difference to the environment and the society as a whole. They are Mr. Phupu Tshering Bhutia 
of Chongri, West Sikkim; Mr. Padam Bahadur Gurung of Labdang, West Sikkim; Mr. Lakoo Tshering Bhutia of 
Sindrabong, West Sikkim; Mr. Kesham Subba of Nambu, West Sikkim and Mr. Singa Man Subba of Yuksam, 
West Sikkim. They deserve due recognition and appreciation for,they are the truly inspiring conservationists 
who are working to conserve our biodiversity in its truest form.

HIMAL RAKSHAKS
– Guardian of the Mountains and the Honorary Mountain Award

 -Anula Gurung/SIA and Narendra Baraily/JIA

Photo ©  Chetan Pradhan
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M
edicinal plants have been identiied and 

used throughout human history. They are 

a major resource base for the traditional 

medicine and herbal industry. People depend 

on local medicinal plants for their primary and 

immediate health care needs. The development 

of medicinal plants sector has a great scope for 

providing employment to the people as there is a 

huge and ever-increasing market for medicinal and 

aromatic plants in the country and abroad. 

The Sikkim State Medicinal Plant Board (SMPB) 

was established in 2002 under the Chairmanship 

of  the  Chief Minister Mr. Pawan Chamling to 

coordinate all matters and concretize action plan 

relating to the sustainable use and development 

of medicinal plants in the State in accordance with 

the programs and policies of the National Medicinal 

Plants Board (NMPB) Department of ISM (AYUSH), 

Government of India.

Objectives of the SMPB:

• Promotion of cultivation, sustained availability  

  and sustainable use of medicinal plants.

• Survey and inventorying of medicinal plants.

• Promotion of Ex-situ and In-situ conservation     

  of medicinal plants for production of quality   

  planting materials.

• Undertaking research and development of 

   medicinal plants.

• Support to semi processing, value addition 

   and marketing of medicinal plants.

• Promoting co-operative efforts amongst 

  growers and collectors of the medicinal plants.

• Training, awareness and capacity building for  

   stakeholders. 

• Promotional activities viz. home / school 

  herbal garden.

Success rate of the SMPB Establishment      

of Herbal Gardens(2002-2003):

13 herbal gardens were established by the SMPB 

at speciied locations for the production of quality 

planting material. These herbal gardens are located 

at Dombang/Zyakuphuyak,Thangu, Zema in North 

Sikkim, Ratheychu,Tamzey, Kyongnosla in East 

Sikkim, Tendong Biodiversity park, Samdruptse, 

Kitam, Maenam Wildlife Santuary in South Sikkim 

and Guransey/Nunthaley, Khecheopalri / Changey 

and Barsey Rhododendron Santuary in West 

Sikkim.

Status including demand and supply 

position of identified species in the state:

As such the medicinal plants have customarily 

occupied an important position in the socio- 

cultural, spiritual and medicinal arena of the people 

of Sikkim and due to the growing demand and 

importance of medicinal plants and their wide 

spread contribution in the revival of local health 

tradition, a comprehensive study was conducted 

by the SMPB through study identiication, survey, 

documentation and research to assess the 

commercial potential of various medicinal plants, 

to gather a reliable data on the existing demand 

and supply position and price mechanism duly 

involving existing growers, primary collectors, 

traders and user networks.

Promotional and Contractual Farming 

Scheme (2003-2009):

Under this scheme 30% subsidy was provided 

by NMPB as inancial assistance for cultivation of 

medicinal plants in private holdings by  farmers 

for commercial purpose. The State Medicinal 

Board identiied and prioritized species suitable 

for cultivation by the farmers like Kurilo, Shatavari, 

Longurey Tarul, Kalihari, Tulsi in low altitude and 

Attes, Bikh, Kutki, Jatamanasi, Chirata, Pipla in high 

altitude. SMPB also assists farmers in tying up with 

the traders and manufacturers for assured buy 

back arrangement.

Jari Buti Kosh(2004-2005): 

Jari Buti Kosh or Herbal Medicinal fund was 

launched by the State Government under SMPB 

with an aim to revitalize traditional knowledge 

of herbal medicine for health security to local 

STATE MEDICINAL PLANTS BOARD 
– Protecting the medicinal treasures of Sikkim

-Sonam N Bhutia/JIA
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communities, documentation and imparting of indigenous knowledge 

and uses of medicinal plants, transmission of traditional knowledge of 

medicinal culture to younger generation and protection of Intellectual 

property rights of local communities.

A inancial grant  was distributed to the 27 renowned herbal practitioners 

under this Scheme as  assistance for development of their home herbal 

gardens and to provide the infrastructural support. SMPB has the 

documentation of local herbal practitioners to preserve their indigenous 

knowledge of herbal medicine being practiced by them.

Ex-situ conservation and development of Rare endangered and 

threatened (RET) Species(2009-2010):

The Ex-situ conservation method implemented by NTFP division of 

Forest,Environment and Wildlife Management Department was adopted 

by SMPB to conserve the genetic diversity of (RET) species of medicinal 

plants in the state.

Since 2009,around 3500 Ha of land has been brought under plantation 

of medicinal plants till date. 

Amla Mission(2011-13):

This mission aims at conservation and sustainable use of Amla. 

Awareness campaign on promotion and propagation of Amla has been 

organized in various Schools/Colleges to educate the students about the 

usage, cultivation practices ,economic beneits and medicinal aspects.
Quantification and Inventorying of Medicinal Plants: 
SMPB in collaboration with Foundation For Revitalization of  Local Health 

Tradition (FRLHT), Benguluru documented the aromatic and medicinal 
plants of Sikkim. A total of 1681 plants were identiied as aromatic and 
medicinal, out of which 297 were trees, 279 were shrubs, 957 were herbs 
and 148 were identiied as climbers. 

Inter linkages with Joint Forest Management Committees (JFMC):

Government of Sikkim has lifted the ban on sustainable collection of 

medicinal plants from the areas where the NTFP divisions have been 

carrying out ex-situ conservation of medicinal plants. JFMCs in Sikkim 

are provided with inancial support by NMPB through SMPB, in respect 

to focus on production aspects, value addition for developing proper 

harvesting techniques and processing units such as collection, grading, 

drying, storage, packaging and marketing mechanism. 

In Situ conservation is the quickest and cheapest method in conserving 

the bio genetic base of various plant species. A total of 800 hectares was 

established as MPCAs. In North district 350 hectares was established in 

Lasher Valley and 50 hectares in Lachen. In East district, Tamzey in Situ 

conservation area was established majoring 100 Ha. In South district at 

Mamring In Situ conservation area, 250 hectares was established and in 

West district, 50 hectares was established in Sipchu RF. These conservation 

areas were handed over to JFMCs and are well documented and rigorously 

surveyed for loristic diversity.

Establishment of Home Herbal Garden(2014-2015):

This scheme inanced by National Medicinal Plants Board was 

undertaken in order to promote awareness about traditional usage of 

medicinal plants among the rural and urban households. SMPB identiied 

50 households and granted ` 2000 per household. Central monitoring 

team from Indian Agricultural Finance Corporation monitors the progress 

of these Home Herbal Garden on a yearly basis.

Photo © FE&WMD
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L
ocated at the base of Maenam Wildlife 
Sanctuary in South Sikkim, Chauridara 
is an evocative place surrounded by a 

green landscape of trees and lush hills. This 
charming hamlet is situated in the Payong Kau 
Gram Panchayat Unit under 16 Tumin Lingi 
Constituency. The village is bordered by Simana 
Khola in the south, Sukwa Khola in the west, 
Dhamala Dara in the east and Maenam Wildlife 
Sanctuary in the North. The crowning glory of 
this village is the sweeping view of the majestic 
Bhalley Dhunga.

Sprawling thick vegetation, cardamom ields, 
exhilarating cliffs and paths that lead to remote 
farmhouses, the scenery of this settlement is 
breathtaking. This place is a paradise for nature 
lovers who want to disconnect themselves from 
the pandemonium of the world and slip into a 
peaceful place under the open sky. 

Chauridara was included in the 'Green Village 
Concept' during the Chief Minister Mr. Pawan 
Chamling’s village to village tour. This green 
village project is under the Forests, Environment 
and Wildlife Management Department. Eco-
tourism and other allied activities scheme is also 
being implemented with assistance from North 
Eastern Council (NEC). In addition, the Tourism 
and Civil Aviation Department is also developing 
various infrastructures for the Eco Organic Village 
at Chauridara.

Chauridara is a unique destination for the 
tourists since it offers a variety of opportunities. 
Tourists can go for nature walks, they can 
undertake hiking towards Maenam Wildlife 
Sanctuary which enables them to sight wildlife 
from a closer distance and even get the 
opportunity to learn trout farming and hone their 
skills in apiculture using the traditional ancestral 
techniques from the locals. Furthermore, this 
picturesque little village offers the visiting 
travellers a shot at gaining knowledge on Organic 
Farming through the community people who 
train, cultivate, and grow organic vegetables and 
as a result consume the same and live out the 
healthy life.

The Forests, Environment and Wildlife 
Management Department have developed an 
eco-friendly approach with the facility of eco-huts 
or home-stays in the locality in order to equip 
the villagers with a sustainable way of livelihood 
through eco-tourism. These home-stays allow the 
visitors to experience local customs and lifestyle 
irst-hand thus garnering an interest among the 
tourists and locals alike which will further aid in 
preserving the unique heritage and culture of 
the village. The department has also provided 
the village with gazebos and a 4 kilometre 
interconnecting trail of households existing 
within the village.

 Talking about the green village concept 
which has been endowed to Chauridara, 62 
year old Chandraman Rai, a progressive organic 
farmer and an enthusiastic beekeeper feels that 
this idea will open up avenues for the village 
in terms of tourism, build vital infrastructure 
and further bestow opportunities for income-
generation for the locals thereby facilitating them 
to be self reliant and self suficient.

Likewise, Prem Bahadur Rai, a 40 year 
old farmer, father of two children and a home-
stay owner, opines that once Chauridara starts 
functioning as a green village, it will bring about 
a lot of valuable prospects thereby improving 
the income level and living standards of the local 
people. He added that the green village notion 
will help create a zeal for conserving the natural 
resources of the village by vigorously protecting 
the ecosystems.

The fundamental principles and good 
practices of green villages like that of Chauridara 
are spreading across other rural villages of Sikkim 
as well. The green village project offers concepts 
which are devoted towards the well-being and 
preservation of environment along with lending 
a hand in providing enough sources for earning 
to the local population which will ultimately 
empower the economy of the village and uplift 
the lives of Chandraman Rai, Prem Bahadur Rai 
and many more. 

On the trail to Chauridara- 
‘The Green Village of South Sikkim’

-Megna Basnett/ JIA
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SMRITIVANS, MEMORIAL FORESTS
- a tree for a loved one

 -Manjita Adhikari / JIA and Bishal Shanker / SIA

S
mritivan is a concept developed by the Chief Minister, Mr.Pawan Chamling, with the noble idea of 
planting trees in memory of near and dear ones.
  This environmental policy that attracts mass involvement was adopted on the 9th of June, 1999 on 

the occasion of the World Environment Day at the Bulbuley Smritivan, Gangtok. Other Districts followed 
suit, and, today Sikkim boasts of over 40 plus Smritivans sprawling all over the State.
The primary memorial forests of the State are at Bulbuley in East District, Tagore Smritivan and Sakyong 
Smritivan in West District. Guru Padmasambhava Smritivan and Rabongla Smritivan in South District and, 
Yumthang Valley Smritivan in the North District. 
Smritivan is a process to inculcate green consciousness or to promote active involvement in every citizen 
in planting trees in memory, in the drive for Green Sikkim. The programme initiates and motivates the 
people of the State in creating Smritivan in every village and till date, more than one lakh seedlings have 
been planted in Smritivans spread all over the State.

BULBULEY SMRITIVAN
Bulbuley Smritivan, located in the outskirts of the capital Gangtok is a tourist hotspot 

and frequented by anyone who wants to plant a tree as a ‘living’ memorial for their 

loved ones. Students, Office Goers and the people as a whole have found an ideal place 

at Bulbuley to plant a symbol of their dedication and remembrance of their loved ones 

and also as a contribution towards sustaining and expanding the sylvan treasures that 

Mother Earth has blessed Sikkim with.

TAGORE SMRITIVAN
The Tagore Smritivan, located in the organic interiors of Rinchenpong in West Sikkim is 

a flourishing timberland that attracts enthusiasts in large numbers. It has been named 

after the Nobel Laureate, Rabindranath Tagore who spent some days at the British 

Dak Bungalow in the area. It was here that Tagore penned a consequential part of the 

literary gem Gitanjali. Developed by the Forest, Environment and Wildlife Management 

Department in his memory, a marble plaque has also been erected in the area that has 

been anointed with some memorable verses from Gitanjali.

Planting of a tree will not only satisfy the desire to keep the memory of loved ones alive but also 
help in the cause of greening and maintaining the ecological balance as well as atmosphere equi-
librium.
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Various activities/projects 

related to Climate Change 

currently being implemented under 

Working Plan Circle.

- Forest Environment and Wildlife Management 
Department(FE&WMD)

28 june.indd   40 10/08/17   5:09 pm



41SIKKIM TODAY  

JUNE 2017

1. USAID Forest PLUS Programme:

USAID Forest-PLUS is a bilateral program between India and the U.S. to develop solutions for 
sustainable forest land use in India. The program, in partnership with the Ministry of Environment, 
Forest and Climate Change (MoEFCC), prepares India to implement successfully Reducing 
Emissions from Deforestation and Forest Degradation (REDD+), an international mechanism for 
climate change mitigation, livelihoods improvement, and biodiversity protection. Sikkim is one of 
the 4 landscapes in India wherein the programme is currently under implementation. 
Following are the various activities undertaken under the programme, primarily for developing a 
Jurisdictional REDD+ model within the state:-

             • Baseline development for REDD+ in Sikkim
             • Forest oficers trained on improved techniques on preparing forest Carbon inventories 
             • Piloted India’s irst community MRV tool; Community Master Trainers 
             • Survey of 62 villages across Sikkim to map drivers of forest change 
             • Communication and Outreach through Innovative Campaigns.
             • Carbon Forest Inventory for REDD+ in Sikkim developed 
             • Successful Inter-Departmental Convergence eg. Bio-briquetting piloted through NABARD
             • Forest Carbon Data Management System tested and piloted in the state 
             • Pioneer in establishing a multi-tiered REDD+ institutional mechanism 
             • Android-based app developed on forest data collection (Forest app)

2. SDC-UNDP partnership project - Strengthening State Strategies for Climate Action    
 (2016-18):

The goal of this project is to integrate climate change actions into sub national planning, 
beneitting local communities by way of assisting the State Nodal Agency (DST&CC) and the 
sectoral departments (FEWMD, RMDD & SSDMA) in the implementation of the SAPCC. The 
major interventions in these sectors are mobilization of appropriate expertise, capacity building of 
resource persons/institutions, facilitation of implementation of strategies and knowledge sharing. 
Under this project a study on “Assessing the impacts of Invasive Species on Forest Eco-system in 
South Sikkim” has been conducted so far. 
Following activities are planned to be undertaken further:

             • Wildlife corridor mapping to secure corridors to facilitate species migration and adapt to  
  climate change, especially for species with limited dispersal ability
             • Study of tree line dynamics in the context of climate change
             • Forest Fire Susceptibility and Risk Mapping 
             • Sectoral HRVA (Hazard Risk and Vulnerability Assessment) in terms of forests and bio-  
  diversity.

3. Earlier under GIZ funded project, study on impacts of climate change on the Oak Forest Eco- 
system was studied along with proposed strategies for adaptation/mitigation of adverse effects. 
Since the regeneration of oak was found to be very poor owing to changing climate, many 
strategies for improving regeneration has been proposed, Direct Seed Sowing (DSS) being one 
of them. This year, it is proposed to pilot 4 plots covering total of 1 hectare area for DSS of oak to 
monitor the results and further expand the strategy if found successful.

4. Working Plan Circle has initiated long term monitoring of permanent plots since 2010 to monitor 
ecological changes in the forest type and composition over long time periods as also study the 
impact of climate change on these plots. There are currently more than 30 such plots all over the 
state in different altitudes and forest types. So far, data pertaining to two time periods have already 
been collected (2010-11 and 2015-16) and the analysis is in progress. Further, it is planned that 
these plots be monitored every 5 years to maintain a historical data of the plots.
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P
okhari Sanrakshan Samiti is a community 
based organization formed for conservation 
of the lakes of Sikkim . At present , the Samiti 

has been constituted and is functional at the 
revered and colossally popular Tsomgo Lake 
in the East District and the Khecheopalri Lake in 
West Sikkim.

Tsomgo Lake is one of the sacred lakes out 
of the 227 lakes and wetlands in Sikkim. The 
water of the lake comes from the melting of the 
snow of its surrounding mountains which is why 
the lake never dries up. And the conservation and 
preservation of such holy lakes should be taken 
with utmost seriousness and top priority.

Tsomgo Pokhrai Sangrakshan Samiti was 
formed in 2008 under the Lake Conservation 
Guidelines notiied by the Forest, Environment 
and Wildlife Management Department. Tsomgo 
Lake is one of the most visited tourist spots 
in Sikkim, with an estimated 3, 00,000 yearly 

vistors. While tourism boosts the local economy 
by providing jobs and income for the locals, 
it also has an impact on the environment of 
Tsomgo. To enhance community partnership for 
management and conservation of the wetland, 
TPSS was constituted by the State Government 
with support of NGOs like The Mountain Institute, 
Sindrabong Khangchendzonga Eco-friendly 
Society and WWF India.

Since its formation, WWF has been supporting 
TPSS through capacity building programmes 
and also in effective functioning. The committee 
includes one person from each household in 
the vicinity of the lake catchment as members. 
The Panchayat of the ward is the President and 
the Range Oficer of the Forest, Environment 
and Wildlife Management Department 
(FEWMD), Government of Sikkim is the Member 
Secretary of the Samiti. The Samiti has executive 
members from Taxi Drivers’ Association, Tourism 

Pokhari 
  Sanrakshan 
       Samiti 
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Department, Police Department, Shopkeepers’ 
Association and locals.TPSS is given the power 
to be the local custodian of Tsomgo Lake and 
entrusted with the collection of a conservation 
fee from each tourist visiting Tsomgo. 

Tsomgo Pokhrai Sangrakshan Samiti (TPSS), 
the irst Lake Conservation Committee formed in 
Sikkim, was given the best NGO award for their 
work on cleanliness campaigns on the occasion 
of World Tourism Day on 30 September 2013 by 
the Chief Minister, Mr. Pawan Chamling.
POKHARI SANRAKSHAN SAMITI (PSS), 
KHECHEOPALRI LAKE. 

Khecheopalri Lake in West Sikkim, spiritually 
referred to as the “ Heaven of the Padmasambhava” 
is a  lake holding great spiritual signiicance to 
the Sikkimese people. The Pokhari Sanrakshan 
Samiti  of the lake was constituted under the 
Territorial Division of the Forest,Environment and 

Wildlife Management Department. The Samiti 
is registered for the purpose of the protection 
and conservation of the divine lake popularly 
believed to be  a wish fulilling lake . With twelve 
members , the KPSS acts as a facilitator and 
has an interpretation center and a guide who 
disseminates information about the Lake to 
the visitors. Tourists are charged an entry fee of 
Rs.10 which goes towards the maintenance of 
the area. With the help of District Administration, 
wooden deck at the lakeside and concrete 
toilets for Lethang Mani Lhakhang and Shiviji 
Mandhir at 5th mile have also been constructed.  
In order to avoid any adverse damages to the 
area  through the offering of sacred scarves and 
coins by the devotees , the lake area has been 
fenced as well. Slowly,but,steadily , the KPSS is 
progressing ahead and conserving the  celestial 
Khecheopalri Lake.

Khecheopalri Lake, West Sikkim Photo © Chetan Pradhan

- saving our pristine 

lakes
 -Manisha Nepal/JIA and Bishal Shanker/SIA
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11
th March 2015, a notiication was 
issued by the Home Department, 
Government of Sikkim which stated 

that the Buildings and Housing Department, 
Government of Sikkim was to act as a Nodal 
Agency for ensuring compliance to Green Rating 
for Integrated Habitat Assessment (GRIHA). GRIHA 
is an independent platform for the interaction on 
scientiic and administrative issues related to 
sustainable habitats in the Indian subcontinent. 
It was founded by The Energy and Resources 
Institute (TERI), New Delhi, with support from 
Ministry of New and Renewable Energy (MNRE), 
Government of India. 

Mr. Sameer Rai, Assistant Architect/Buildings 
and Housing Department, Government of Sikkim 
sat down with me one rainy afternoon and 
explained to me how the Green Building/Structure 
works in Sikkim. 

“Subconsciously, we have been working in 
sync with nature from time immemorial. If you go 
to the villages and take a look at the architecture 
of the rural houses, you will ind that right from 
their roof, to their stairway and their drainage, 
everything has been designed in the most eco-
friendly manner. However, with modernization, 
variation in engineering and alteration in structure 
designs, we have been slightly irresponsible and 
have chosen comfort and style over nature. In 
order to combat this, the government along with 
GRIHA and MNRE have developed policies that 
cater to the environment as we build and broaden.”

WHAT IS A GREEN BUILDING?
Buildings having minimum environmental 

impacts during their life through reduced resource 

and energy consumption, maximizing reuse, 
recycling and utilizing renewable resources can 
be termed as a “Green Building.”These structures 
optimize the use of on-site resources through 
bio-climatic architectural principles, utilization 
of eficient building materials and construction 
practices with eficient waste and water 
management which lead to a comfortable and a 
hygienic eco-friendly living condition.

Statistically, 40% of all energy is consumed 
just in the construction process. There is 50% of 
all natural  resource consumption; another 50% 
of air pollution; 42% of water consumption; 48% 
of solid waste generation; 50% of air pollution; 
42% of all green house gas emission and 50% of 
choloroluro carbons (CFC). Hence, it is absolutely 
necessary to positively counter act so as to protect 
the environment. 

Green Buildings help in:
• Reducing energy consumption
• Reducing water consumption and   

 pollution
• Reducing air pollution
• Reducing system sizes 
 (HVAC, transformers, cabling etc.) for   

 optimal performances at local  
 conditions.
• Reducing investment through Life   

 Cycle Costs (LCC) and Life Cycle   
 Analysis (LCA)

• Reducing destruction of natural   
 habitats hence reducing soil erosion

• Recycling and Reusing results in   
 limited water generation

• User productivity increases

Green Structures: 
A labyrinth of concrete in nature

- Avvantika R Rajalim/SIA
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• Increasing renewable energy   
 integration

• Enhancing image and marketability
Today, based on the policies, every 

construction is checked so that they adhere 
to the guidelines and only if they do, the 
department approves and authorizes them to 
construct and build. These guidelines apply 
to all structures/construction activity falling 
under the jurisdiction of Buildings and Housing 
Department as notiied by the Government of 
Sikkim.

The process involves illing an application for 
construction/regularization for all government, 
semi-government organizations including those 
of autonomous bodies like Boards, Corporations, 
Companies, Public Sector Undertakings (PSUs) 
etc. It is mandatory that the Detailed Project 
Report (DPR) is to be accompanied by Khatiyan/
land registration papers duly attested by the 
concerned authorities and a soft copy of the 
drawings. The application is then signed by the 
authorized signatory of the project implementing 
agency. If found to be defective at any stage or 
time, the approval accorded is automatically 
revoked. 

Any construction requires approval of the 
Government. Construction in sinking/landslide 
prone areas is prohibited unless proper structural 
features are installed to stabilize the area. Sewer, 
Septic Tank, Drain, Solid Waste Management 
are all taken care of under these guidelines. In 
the case of an industrial establishment, a solid 
waste treatment plant is to be installed within 
the premises. 

After the construction work, a notice of 
completion is to be given to the Department 
by the applicant. The Building Completion 
Certiicate is issued only on production of 
clearance from Public Health Engineering and 
Water Security Department, Energy and Power 
Department, Fire and Emergency Services, State 
Pollution Control Board etc.

The GRIHA guidelines has made it mandatory 
for all Government, semi-Government structures 
(Residential, Non-Residential, Health-care, 
Institutional, Recreational etc.) including those 
belonging to autonomous bodies like Boards, 
Corporations, Companies and Public Sector 
Undertakings to conform to minimum 3 star 
GRIHA rating for propagating sustainable 
development in the State. 

It is essential that a State like Sikkim has 
adopted the Green Building/Structure policies 
with the State being seismically active and 
ecologically sensitive as the climate ranges 
from sub-tropical in the south to tundra in the 
north. The infrastructure needs to cater to the 
geographical versatility while addressing the 
concerns of being a land locked State with only 
roads as a means of commute. Hence without 
impeding the development, Sikkim is steadily 
turning  into an eco-friendly concrete jungle.

 It is the sensibility and the sensitivity of the 
Government that caters and takes cautious 
measures in development sans exploitation. This 
requires a conscious participation of the public. 
Green is not just the colour of the structure; 
green is the colour of the mind and green is 
the colour of Sikkim. Let that shade spread. 
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Yuksom, a quaint  hamlet located in 

the  West district of Sikkim has earned 

a name for being a hot spot for eco-

tourism and for being the entry region for the 

World Heritage Site, the Khangchendzonga 

National Park and numerous other enthralling 

trekking routes .

This town has a small population with rustic 

styled homestays and hotels catering to the 

needs of the tourists who visit the area. 

However, what really makes people sit 

up and take notice is the prodigious 

Khangchendzonga Conservation 

Committee (KCC),a community based 

NGO comprising representatives of 

community members and stakeholders 

in tourism enterprises working for the 

conservation of natural and cultural 

resources. Formed in 1996,This NGO has been 

in close association with nature conservation 

and most importantly sustainable tourism 

which is vital for the region. 

The KCC is headed by Pema G. Bhutia 

as the President and Kinzong Sherap 

Bhutia, General Secretary who 

have been with the NGO since its 

introductory days. Kinzong details 

about how they came up with the idea 

of forming  an organization that would 

work for the beneit of all. He recalls that 

as more tourists visited the hamlet and its 

surrounding areas, the problem of waste 

management became a  crucial issue and 

something had to be done in order to promote 

green tourism. So, in order to achieve this status 

the KCC was formed, but, forming and maintaining 

such an organization was not an easy task, he 

recalls. Kinzong shares the contagious effect which 

their organization had on the locals when they 

irst took the initiative of a cleanliness drive during 

the ‘weekly haat’ in their village. He also shared 

that the KCC’s hard earned success was based 

on numerous trial and error method and how they 

created the ‘dustbin culture’ in their locality which 

later became a problem. Subsequently, they had to 

shift to other methods which inally resulted in as 

being the most successful zero waste management 

programme in the State. 

Kinzong states that KCC as an organization strongly 

stands towards making tourism nature friendly and 

sustaining it in a  community friendly approach, 

which in turn makes the community develop a sense 

of belongingness towards nature and its resources. 

KCC has many programmes which empowers the 

locals with trainings in tourism. It allows the youth 

to have ield experience, earn a livelihood,and,at 

the same time help the environment through their 

selless contributions. 

What is interesting and amazing is the process 

through which the KCC manages the garbage 

collection in the area. The items taken by the trekkers 

to the Khangchendzonga National Park area are 

counted/recorded and properly monitored and 

ines are imposed if they are not able to furnish the 

exact waste of the items on their return. The waste 

collected is segregated at the garbage segregation 

center and later recycled into various products 

available for sale at the KCC.  These simple yet 

effective steps have reduced the garbage output 

by 90% inside the priceless KNP.

Down the years, they have had their share of 

hurdles to pass and tremendous efforts were taken, 

but, they have also had their share of the limelight 

for being an NGO which has reached certain 

milestones in the area of sustainable development 

and also developmental tourism. Certainly no one 

can deny the tremendous role that the KCC has 

played in Yuksom.

Khangchendzonga 
Conservation 

Committee
-Aaron E. Lepcha/ SIA
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No. Name of road stretch Length (KM)

1 Zoom-Chakung-Soreng 12.00

2 Dentam – Uttarey 10.00

3 Rimbi – Yuksom 22.00

4 Phalidara – Chuba – Perbing 13.00

5 Satam – Karung 2.00

6 Pakyong – Linkey – Machong 19.00

7 Assam Lingzey – Aho Senti – Pakyong 9.00

8 Pangthang - Tintek – Dikchu 28.00

9 Sang khola – Zingla – Martam 16.00

10 SBS road – Tingvong 7.00

T
he Roads & Bridges Department, along 
with the Urban Development and 
Housing Department, keeping the views 

of the Hon’ble Prime Minister’s ”Swacch Bharat 
Abhiyaan” has put in effort in the construction 
“Green Roads” or  “Ëco-friendly Roads.”

Road construction now uses 
environment-friendly cold mix carpeting 
technology which goes in tandem with the 
existing natural greenery.

Eco-friendly roads and avenue 
plantation is essential for the following 
reasons:

• To recuperate lost vegetation 
during   construction

• To arrest soil erosion
• To reduce air pollution
• To maintain bio-diversity
• For natural and aesthetic purpose
The departments have adopted the usage 

of cold mix Bitumen in lieu of hot mix carpeting. 
This decreases the need of irewood, thereby 
causing less environment degradation. 

The stretch from Damthang to Rabongla, 
in South Sikkim is the successful evidence 
of an  Eco-friendly road. It integrates 
transportation functionality and ecological 
sustainability. It beneits the eco-system and 
involves public and Panchayat participation 
for effective management.

Green Roads are built with permeable 
materials that provide superior watershed 
driven storm water management; leaching 
of metals and toxins into streams and rivers 
is prevented. Landill usage is favourably 
reduced as construction involves recycled 
materials. Using cutting-edge technologies 
in design, critical habitats and eco-systems 
are protected from encroachment of highway 
infrastructure. 

The following roads have been selected 
by the Department for avenue plantation. A 
notiication to this extent shall be issued by 
the Department in co-ordiantion with the FE 
& WM Department.

Green Roads
- Avvantika R Rajalim/SIA
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T
he Government of Sikkim under the 

cognizant leadership of the Chief Minister, 

Mr. Pawan Chamling has accorded 

paramount importance towards extending the 

pro-environment temperament to the schools 

where young minds are nurtured and cultured. 

Over the last couple of years, the Government 

schools of the State have progressed to being an 

inspiration by achieving various State and National  

level awards .

Sonam Choda Lepcha Memorial Government 

Secondary School (SCLMGSS), Lingdong located 

at Upper Dzongu, North Sikkim is truly a golden 

green school that has induced the State and the 

Country to sit up and take notice.

In 2015 , the SCLMGSS was selected as the Top 5 

Performers in the Green School Programme (GSP) 

Audit by the Centre for Science and Environment, 

New Delhi. The School ranked fourth in the list of the 

top ten green schools in India and on 23rd February 

2016 SCLMGS School was conferred with the 

prestigious Gobar Times Green Schools Award 

for the year 2015 at Stein Auditorium, India Habitat 

Centre, Lodhi Road, New Delhi. It is pertinent to 

mention here that the Gobar Times Green Schools 

Award is a platform to acknowledge and reward 

schools which have adopted innovative and 

effective practices to manage natural resources 

within their own premises.

School Head Master, Mr. Jorbu Tshering Lepcha 

who has been leading the school since July 

2014, informs that  the school which has a total 

area of 2.85 acres, is home to  254 students from 

Lower Kindergarten to standard X along with 24 

staff members including non teaching staff. Truly 

embracing the green strategy of the Chief Minister, 

200 sq mtrs of waste land have been utilized for 

the school nursery yojana, 150sq mtr waste land 

for organic green house, 100 sq mtr for herbal 

garden, 0.85 acres of waste land for cardamom 

nursery and rest of the areas have been covered by 

physical structure and beautiful gardens ardently 

maintained by the students. These innovative 

practices have greatly helped the students and 

the teachers to inculcate a vibrant culture  in their 

curriculum.

In the year 2015, SCLMGS School represented  the 

State of Sikkim in the Eastern India Science Drama 

Competition organized by  the Birla Industrial and 

Technological Museum in Kolkata and bagged 

the 3rd position in the Drama Category.

Adding another feather to its cap of glory, the 

school won the State Green School Award - ‘Chief 

Minister Rolling Trophy’ and a cash prize of ` 5 

lakh in 2016. The award is conferred to promising 

schools  to acknowledge and encourage the 

efforts of the schools towards protecting and 

amplifying the environmental treasures. 

The school authority in association with the School 

Management Committee and the  Panchayat 

members  have started Swachh Vidyalaya 

Abhiyan where every morning, students and 

teachers join hands for cleanliness for 15 Minutes. 

To further inculcate knowledge on cleanliness 

and hygiene, two separate dustbins (wet and 

dry) are provided to the classes, similarly sanitary 

vending, napkin machine have also been installed 

in the girls toilet.  The school was also bestowed 

with the State level ‘Swacchh Vidyalaya Puruskar’  

in 2016 in recognition of excellence in sanitation 

and hygiene practices and undertaking signiicant 

steps towards fulilling the mandate of Swachh 

Vidyalaya Abhiyan campaign. It is noteworthy to 

mention that the school has also been nominated 

for the National Level Swachh Vidyalaya Puruskar. 

“The kids like knowing that they’re doing 

something that helps the school and helps the 

environment. They enjoy learning about where 

the waste goes and why this is important, and 

they love taking on leadership roles”, claims 

the Headmaster. On being asked about the future 

steps of the school, Head Master, Mr. Lepcha 

opines that the installation of the renewal source of 

energy in the school will minimize the expenditure 

and keeping this in view SCLMGS School is 

looking ahead to work on the same.

Sonam Choda: 
A Golden Green School 

- By Buddha Hang Subba /SIA
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2008 :  Government Secondary School, Daramdim,West Sikkim awarded the “Greenest School” Of    
 India in terms of Water Management under the Gobar Times Green Schools Programme By   
 Centre for Science and Environment.

2010 :  CSE awarded three Sikkim Schools under Gobar Times Green Schools National Award 2010.

           • Government Secondary School Reshi, West Sikkim (Top 10 of India)

           • Government Secondary School Linkey, East Sikkim ( Best Manager in Air)

           • Government Secondary School Namcheybong,East Sikkim (Best Manager in Energy)

2011 :   CSE awarded three Sikkim Schools under Gobar Times Green Schools National Award 2011.

           • Government Secondary School Middle Camp,East Sikkim (Top 10 Of India)

           • Government Secondary School Lower Samdong, East Sikkim (Top 10 of India)

2012 :   CSE awarded three Sikkim Schools under Gobar Times Green Schools National Award 2012.

           • Government Secondary School Dentam, West Sikkim (1st Rank)

           • Government Girls  Secondary School Deorali, East Sikkim(2nd Rank)

           • Government Secondary School Tingley, South Sikkim (4th Rank)

2013: CSE awarded three Sikkim Schools under Gobar Times Green Schools National Award 2010.

           • Government Secondary School Penlong, East Sikkim (1st Rank in New School category)

           • Government Secondary School Tingley,South Sikkim ( 2nd Rank in changemaker category)

2014: CSE awarded two Schools from Sikkim under Gobar Times Green Schools National Award       
 2014

           • Government Girls Senior Secondary School Namchi, South Sikkim (New School category)

           • Government Secondary School Lower Samdong , East Sikkim (Change Maker category)

2015:    Government Senior Secondary School, HeeYangthang, West Sikkim awarded the Paryavaran 

 Mitra Puraskar for being one of the best two exemplar schools of the Country for 2015 by the  

 Centre for Environment Education , Ahmedabad on 11th January,2016

           •  Government Secondary School, Bongten , West Sikkim awarded Best Earthian School amongst  
 top 15 Earthian Schools of the country  by WIPRO Bangalore; and also awarded T.N Khoshoo   
 Memorial Award on the basis  of its project titled,”Sustainability and Biodiversity”.

           •  CSE awarded three Schools from Sikkim under Gobar Times Green Schools National Award   
 2015

           •  Sonam Choda Lepcha Memorial Government Secondary School, Lingdong, Upper Dzongu ,   
 North Sikkim (Ranked 4th)

           •  Government Junior High School, Mangzing, South Sikkim (Ranked 8th)

           •  Government Girls Senior Secondary School, Gyalshing, West Sikkim (For being the irst school to

   complete and submit audit report online)

2016 :   CSE awared three schools under Gobar Times Green Schools National Award 2016-2017

          •  Government  Secondary School, Aho  Shanti, East Sikkim (8th Rank)

          •  Government Junior High School, Raley, East Sikkim ( Air Warriors)

          •  Government Senior Seconadry School, Hee-Yangthang, West Sikkim (Energy Eficient).

National Recognition to the 
Green Schools of Sikkim
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THE PARKS AND GARDENS OF EAST SIKKIM
- Manisha Nepal / JIA

N
ature has been greatly generous in her gift of woodland treasures to the State of Sikkim. Lavish 
forests and parks swarm the State and there are copious varieties of medicinal plants, herbs, 
shrubs and colorful lowers all over.

The State Government has preserved Sikkim’s natural beauty by creating beautiful parks and gardens. 
These gardens are not only known for their natural reservoirs, but also are famous among the tourists 
and local people for picnics and recreational purposes.
Parks and gardens  not just make the State and the towns look charming, but they improve the lives and 
health of citizens and assist in tackling environmental issues like climate change.
Parks and Gardens in Sikkim are looked after by the Forest, Environment and Wildlife Management 
Department, Government  of  Sikkim  under  its  unit  of  Parks  and  Gardens.

T
he Ridge is a lat magical stretch of beauty 
which is about a ifteen minute walk away 
from the cosmopolitan M.G Marg. The Ridge 

is lanked on one side by the White Hall as well as 
the Chief Minister’s Residence and on the other 
side by a wonderful gate with pagoda like top.

The Ridge Park runs along the Ridge road and 
is full of lowering plants and shrubs. There is a 
traditional Sikkimese style Gazebo here where 
visitors can rest and soak in the ambience around. 
There are benches as well in the park.
At one end and below the Ridge Park is the Flower 
Exhibition Centre which holds the annual Orchid 
show. Inside ,there is an amazing collection. For 
lower lovers this is a haven. Between March to 
June is when the Orchids are in full bloom and 
put on display. Some lowers like Blue Orchids, 
Celosia, Chrysanthemum, pops etc are also 
there. In fact all sections and lowering plants are 
labelled for easy recognition. The place is ideal for 
photography amongst colorful lowers and shrubs 
and is a  hotspot for sightseeing tours in Gangtok.

Ridge Park and Flower Exhibition 
Centre in Gangtok
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J
awaharlal Nehru Botanical Garden is a 
lush green expanse of land that enchants 
visitors with its serene beauty. Located 

near the famous Rumtek Monastery, the Garden 
encompasses rare plants, trees and numerous 
species of lowers including Orchids of the 
Himalayan region. This verdant green patch of 
land is maintained by the Forest Environment 
and Wildlife Management Department of the 
Government of Sikkim under its unit of Parks and 
Gardens.

Established in 1987, Jawaharlal Nehru 
Botanical Garden embraces several varieties 
of botanical species, which includes dense 
temperate forests of Oak.It has not less than 
50 different varieties of tree species. The wide 
range of plants and lowers is often regarded 

as the result of variation of latitude from 1800m 
to 2200m. The garden is a concoction of well-
nursed tropical and temperate plants.

A huge greenhouse has been erected in 
the garden where different varieties of Orchids 
are grown. With the intention of merriment for 
children, a small recreational area has been made 
in the company of merry-go-round, swings and 
see-saw. In the mountainous region of Sikkim, 
Jawaharlal Nehru Botanical Garden is certainly 
a relishing treat for plant lovers. In general terms, 
the garden has been able to retain the position of 
an ideal picnic spot. 

The concrete pavement across the garden 
leads to the hidden areas of the park and assures 
a stress-free saunter. On the opposite hill, one can 
see the town of Gangtok. 

E
stablished in 1922, Saramsa garden started 
off as a place meant for cultivating fruit for 
the local colonial oficers. It was later that it 

became famous for growing the medicinal plant 
Ipecacuanha and was named as Ipecac Garden.
Eventually, the growing of Ipecacuanha was 
discontinued and the garden was repurposed 
as an orchidarium and a recreational garden 
for picnickers. With time, the garden became 

Saramsa Garden, the hearth of psychedelic 
varieties of lowers and a public garden for 
tourists and locals. In 2008, the garden was the 
venue for the International Floriculture Show. 
And in 2016, during the momentous Sikkim 
Organic Festival, the Prime Minister of India, Mr. 
Narendra Modi was left awe struck by the display 
of Sikkim’s organic produce here.

Saramsa Garden in Ranipool

Jawaharlal Nehru Botanical 
Garden in Rumtek 
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THE BRIGHT AND                THE  BE
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GHT AND                THE  BEAUTIFUL
Photo © Samdup Lepcha/Photographer 

and Adarsh Gurung/SIA
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The adorable small mammal Pika found in the Kyongnosla Wildlife Sanctuary region Photo © Aita bdr. Gurung
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