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Utkarsh Utsav held

Gangtok, August 1: State-level
Sampoornata Abhiyan Samman
Samaroh under NITI Aayog’s
Aspirational District and
Aspirational Blocks Programme
was held at Chintan Bhawan,
today.

The event marked the
culmination of the Sampoornata
Abhiyan, a nationwide mission-
mode campaign launched by NITI
Aayog on July 4, 2024. Conducted
over three months, the Abhiyan
aimed to achieve saturation of
critical Key Performance Indicators
(KPIs) across themes such as
health and nutrition, education,
agriculture, water resources,
financial inclusion, and basic
infrastructure.

In Sikkim, the Sampoornata
Abhiyan was implemented in one
Aspirational District i.e., Soreng
and three Aspirational Blocks i.e.,
Namchi Block under Namchi
District, Chumbung Block under
Soreng District, and Chongrang
Block under Gyalshing District.

The event was attended by
Chief Minister Mr Prem Singh
Tamang alongside Mr Raju Basnet
Minister for Education
Department, Mr Tshering
Thendup Bhutia Minister for
Tourism and Civil Aviation
Department, Mr R Telang Chief

Secretary and Mr Rinzing
Chewang Bhutia Secretary
Planning and Development
Department.

The Chief Minister
highlighted the need to look
beyond a single Aspirational
District and ensure that all six
districts of the State actively strive

towards achieving saturation in
Key Performance Indicators
(KPIs). He emphasised that the
Central Government allots funds
under the Aspirational Districts
and Blocks Programme in
accordance with performance,

Pearls  of  Wisdom
“Life's under no obligation to give us what we expect.”

- Margaret Mitchell

Contd on page 4

State-level Sampoornata Abhiyan
Samman Samaroh

Gangtok, August 2: A high-level
meeting to finalise the
ethnographic reports of the 12 left-
out communities of Sikkim was
held  under the chairmanship of
Chief Minister Mr Prem Singh
Tamang at Samman Bhawan,
today.

The reports, aimed at
securing Scheduled Tribe (ST)
status for the concerned
communities, were prepared by the
Sikkim State High-Level Committee
constituted by the State
Government.

In his address, the Chief
Minister welcomed all participants
and commended the Committee for
its rigorous research, extensive
fieldwork, and sustained
stakeholder consultations. He
noted that the reports, developed
after four rounds of committee
meetings, in-depth field studies,
and interactions with community
elders, scholars, and subject
experts, have reached their final

Final review meeting on ethnographic
reports of 12 left-out communities

stage.
He highlighted that, for the

first time, a comprehensive
ethnographic history of the 12
communities has been
documented. These reports
successfully fulfill all five criteria
set by the 1965 Lokur Committee
for inclusion in the ST list, namely,

primitive traits, cultural
distinctiveness, geographical
isolation, economic backwardness,
and shyness of contact.
Additionally, they provide strong,
evidence-backed responses to
earlier queries raised by central

Contd on page 2

Gangtok, July 31: Chief Minister
Mr Prem Singh Tamang attended
the Utkarsh Utsav held at Raj
Bhavan, today, commemorating
the completion of one year in office
by Governor Mr Om Prakash
Mathur. The event marked a
significant occasion, celebrating a
year of dedicated constitutional
service and exemplary leadership.

Speaking on the occasion,
the Chief Minister extended his
congratulations and best wishes
to the Governor on behalf of the
Government of Sikkim and the
people of the State. He described

the past year as a period of pride
and privilege for the State
Government, having had the
opportunity to work under the
Governor’s leadership.

The Chief Minister
highlighted the Governor’s
commitment to constitutional
values, which has significantly
strengthened the democratic
institutions of the State. He also
commended the Governor ’s
humility, wisdom, and compassion,
which have positively influenced

Gangtok, July 30: Brigadier Mr
Manoj Gupta, Chief Engineer
Project Swastik, called on
Governor Mr Om Prakash Mathur,
at Raj Bhavan on the completion
of his tenure in the State, today.
He was accompanied by the
successor Brigadier Mr Amit
Sakhre.

 During the meeting, the
outgoing Brigadier briefed
Governor on the ongoing
developmental works and the
successful completion of several
key projects in Mangan District
under Project Swastik.

Brigadier Manoj Gupta
calls on Governor

The  Governor commended
the officers for their dedicated
service in carrying out
infrastructure development in
some of the most challenging and
high-altitude terrains of the region.

Extending his best wishes to
the officers for their future
endeavours, he expressed his
appreciation for the role played by
Project Swastik under the Border
Roads Organisation in
strengthening regional
connectivity and contributing to
national security.

Contd on page 2
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Soreng, July 30: ‘Sampoornata
Abhiyan Samman Samaroh’,
under the Aspirational Block
Programme (ABP) was held at
Rurban Complex in Soreng,
today.

The programme was
attended by Mr DB Gurung
Chairperson State Bank of Sikkim
(SBS) as chief guest
accompanied by Mrs Pem Poki
Bhutia Advisor (Printing and
Stationery Department),
Chairpersons, Officers on Special
Duty (Excise and AH&VS) and
Mr Erastus Lepcha Additional
Political Secretary (Soreng).

The event also marked the
inauguration of ‘Aakanksha
Haat’, at Soreng bazaar, a week-
long exhibition that aims to
provide platform for showcasing
and promoting local products
and innovations from the district.
The exhibition also featured ‘Didi
Ko Khajaghar’, a women led local
food stall initiative.

 In his address, the chief
guest congratulated the District
Administration for its
commendable progress under
Aspirational Block Programme
(ABP) and Aspirational District
Programme (ADP). He lauded the
leadership of Chief Minister Mr
Prem Singh Tamang in the
formation and development of
Soreng District and commended
the achievements made by the
district in health and education

Pakyong, July 31: Mr Rohan
Agawane DC Pakyong District
conducted a ground inspection
of the Chochenpheri-Barapathing
NHIDCL road area today, where
a significant landslide occurred
following continuous rainfall on
July 29. The landslide caused
damage to a section of the road
and surrounding land, prompting
concern for the safety and
mobility of residents in the
affected zone.

The inspection team
included Zilla Panchayat
members from Chochenpheri
GPU, Additional District Collector
Pakyong, Sub-Divisional
Magistrate Pakyong, District
Planning Office and
representatives from the Nalanda
team, land owners affected by the
landslide.

The joint visit was part of

Mangan, July 31: Mr Samdup
Lepcha,  Minister for Social
Welfare Department inaugurated
and formally dedicated a newly
constructed waiting shed at the
entrance of the Old DAC Building
in Mangan to the Self Help Groups
(SHGs) under Mangan District.
The initiative aims to provide SHG
members and visitors with a
comfortable, sheltered space that
promotes accessibility and
encourages community
engagement.

A key feature of the new
facility is the introduction of
Organic Sabji Haat within the shed.
SHGs can display and sell fresh
organic vegetables and locally
produced goods. The initiative not
only empowers local farmers and
entrepreneurs but also promotes
sustainable agriculture and
healthy food practices within the
district.

The programme was
attended by Panchayats, Mr
Anant Jain DC Mangan, Mr Sonam
Detchu Bhutia SP Mangan, Mr
Pema Wangchen Namkarpa ADC
Mangan, Panchayats,
Departmental Heads, SHG
members, and local residents,
reflecting strong community
support for grassroots
development and self-reliant
livelihoods.

The inauguration marks a
significant step forward for SHGs
under BAC Mangan, with 134
registered SHGs now gaining

an immediate response strategy
initiated by the District
Administration to assess the
impact of the landslide and
determine further action to
mitigate risks in the area.

Officials interacted with
residents to gather on-ground
information regarding the
sequence of events and the
extent of damage to private and
public property.

Preliminary assessments
revealed substantial soil
displacement along the affected
stretch of the NHIDCL road. The
movement of debris has
obstructed access routes,
disrupted local mobility, and
posed potential hazards for
adjoining households and
agricultural plots, resulting in
partial damage to a few structures
and road surfaces.

DC instructed instructed
NHIDCL officials and local
contractor to initiate immediate
remedial measures. These include
clearing debris, assessing road
stability, conducting
geotechnical evaluations, and
installing temporary barriers to
prevent further sliding. The
Assistant Engineer Zilla was
directed to prepare a detailed
report on the current condition
of the site and propose a long-
term slope management strategy
to prevent recurrent erosion or
landslides.

During the inspection,
public concerns related to future
risks, road repair timelines, and
safety measures were noted.
Landowners whose properties
have experienced direct impact
will be provided assistance under
disaster response norms.

DC Pakyong assess Chochenpheri-Barapathing landslide

Sampoornata Abhiyan Samman Samaroh under ABP held

sectors. He  further emphasised
the need for coordinated efforts
in initiatives, such as Nasha
Mukt Sikkim and encouraged the
people to utilise the district’s
upcoming development projects.

DC Soreng presented a
comprehensive profile of the
district, highlighting its
infrastructural assets and
ongoing development initiatives.
He gave an overview of the
Sampoornata Abhiyan Samman
Samaroh and Akanksha Haat,
underlining their significance in
promoting holistic development
within the district. Further, he
informed that Chumbong block
falls under Aspirational Block
Programme of Soreng District,
emphasising the importance of
achieving Key Performance
Indicator (KPIs) set under the
programme. He also apprised that
Chumbong block had
successfully met its target KPIs
during the course of the
Sampoornata Abhiyan.
Additionally, he elaborated on
the district’s achievements under
the Aspirational District
Programme, mentioning progress
in areas such as the distribution
of Soil Health Cards and
improvements in Ante-Natal Care
(ANC) services.

 The DC also
acknowledged existing areas of
concern, including institutional
deliveries, internet connectivity

and teaching learning outcomes.
He informed that the Soreng
District Administration in
collaboration with Piramal
Foundation has initiated ‘Mohalla
Classes’ to enhance learning
outcomes at the grassroots level.
Also, he informed about the
future strategies that focused on
rainwater harvesting,
procurement of medical
equipment, and other initiatives
aimed at strengthening the
district’s development framework.

 The main highlight of the
programme was the award
ceremony, which recognised the
efforts and achievements made
by individuals and institutions
during Sampoornata Abhiyan
under Aspirational Block
Programme (ABP) conducted
between July - September 2024.

 The event also held an
engaging experience sharing
session, wherein Government
officials along with Anganwadi
Workers and Self-Help Group
(SHG) members shared personal
stories of growth and support
received from various
Government schemes and
interventions.

 Also present during the
programme were Zilla
Panchayats, Panchayats, DC
(Soreng) , SP (Soreng), SDMs,
HoDs, HoOs, BDOs, officials from
various line departments,
Anganwadi Workers, SHG.s.

Mangan DAC gets Organic Sabji Haat

access to stall space on a rotational
basis at the shed. This ensures
equal opportunity for all SHGs to
showcase their products and
connect with consumers. BDO
Mangan has been authorised to
manage and monitor the use of the
space, which will be provided free
of cost to SHGs operating across
the district.

Minister  in his brief address
lauded the efforts of the District
Administration, particularly the
DC, for initiating the project. He
described the Organic Sabji Haat
as a  reflection of community
desire, transformed into practical
innovation delivering a dual
benefit to both producers and
consumers. He emphasised that
the haat provides sellers with an
opportunity to generate income,
while consumers gain access to
fresh, organic produce at
reasonable prices.

The Minister further
highlighted the leadership of Chief
Minister Mr Prem Singh Tamang
in promoting women empowerment
across Sikkim. He specifically
mentioned the newly notified
Aama Samman Diwas, to be
celebrated annually on August 10,
which recognises and supports
mothers and women through
various welfare schemes.

DC Mangan called for
judicious use of the space,
ensuring reasonable rates of the
products on sale and proper
maintenance.

both administrative governance
and the socio-cultural fabric of
Sikkim.

The Governor’s initiatives,
such as ‘Gaon Mein Governor’,
were applauded for effectively
connecting Raj Bhavan to the
grassroots, promoting public
engagement and transparency. His
advocacy for women
empowerment through the vision
of ‘Empowered Women,
Empowered Nation’ was also
commended as an inspiring
message for the State.

Acknowledging the
Governor’s consistent
encouragement to children as the
future of the nation, the Chief
Minister noted his emphasis on

education, discipline, and moral
development. He appreciated the
Governor’s focus on national
pride, environmental preservation,
organic farming, and respect for
India’s armed forces, all of which
resonate deeply with Sikkim’s
values and vision.

The Chief Minister stated
that the Governor’s presence has
instilled hope in rural communities,
confidence among the youth, and
a sense of direction for governance
and development. ‘He is a guiding
light for all of us’, the Chief
Minister remarked.

The event also had the
presence of Chief Justice of  High
Court of Sikkim Mr Justice
Biswanath Somadder, Mr MN
Sherpa Speaker SLA along with the
HoDs, senior officials, several
dignitaries, students and well
wishers.

Contd from front page

 Utkarsh Utsav ...

Ministries, including the Ministry
of Tribal Affairs and the Registrar
General of India.

Emphasising, the State
Government’s longstanding
political and social commitment,
the Chief Minister said that these
reports reflect a unified effort to
address a deeply rooted historical
demand. He further added that the
documentation reinforces the
inclusive Sikkimese identity and
underscores the principle of unity
in diversity.

Further, the Chief Minister
outlined the next steps in the
process. These include final
compilation of the reports in the
prescribed format for submission
to the Government of India, and a

final request to all 12 community
organisations to review and
submit any additions or
suggestions within one week. Each
report will also include a formal
consent letter from the respective
community organisation.
Following this, the State
Government will initiate the
procedures for seeking ST status
recognition.

The Sikkim State High-Level
Committee comprises
distinguished national scholars,
former administrators, academics
and community leaders.

As part of the consultation
process, special interactions were
held with state-level organisations
of all 12 communities: Bhujel,
Gurung, Jogi, Khas, Kirat Rai, Kirat
Dewan Yakha, Majhi, Mangar,
Newar, Sanyasi, Sunuwar

(Mukhia), and Thami.
The Chief Minister

highlighted the profound
historical and cultural importance
of the reports, emphasising that
they serve as a valuable
contribution to preserving the rich
socio-cultural legacy of Sikkim’s
indigenous communities, while
also enhancing tapestry of India’s
national heritage.

The meeting saw the
presence of Ministers and MLAs,
Dr  Mahendra P Lama Chief
Economic Advisor to CM, Ms
Sarika Pradhan Secretary Social
Welfare Department, and senior
officials from the Department. Also
in attendance were the nodal
officials involved in preparation of
ethnographic reports, members of
EIECOs+1, and representatives
from each of the 12 communities.

Contd from front page

Final review ...

1. Vitamin E
Vitamin E is one of the effective anti ageing agent. Enrich your

daily diet chart with foods which are rich in vitamin E. Even if you
use any skin care products, prefer those which are enriched with
vitamin E.
2. Vitamin A
Use of Retinol A; a purest form of vitamin A can help to reduce

wrinkles and fine lines.
3. Benefits of Apple Juice
Apple juice is healthy for having a fresh skin, also you can apply

fresh apple juice on your skin daily; apple juice is helpful to remove
fine lines and wrinkles.
4. Use of Glycerin, Lemon juice and Rose water
All these 3 are great for having a healthy skin, take Glycerin,

lemon juice and rose water in equal amount. Mix all these and
apply daily on your face, hands and neck, before going to bed at
night. This solution is very effective for younger looking skin.

Health Tips
WAyS to StAy young AnD HEALtHy
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Power Department
Government of Sikkim

Gangtok
NIT No.04/SLDC/E&P/2017-18/(PART-II)/178                                                                                                                                             Date: 31/07/2025

NOTICE INVITING TENDER
For and on behalf of the Governor of Sikkim, Chief Engineer (SLDC), Power Department invites percentage rate tenders through e-tender system from the local Class I "A"

contractors within the state enlisted with the Power Department, Govt. of Sikkim as per Notification No.21/R&B/PWD/Secy dated 18/10/2023 for the following project:

1 2               3 4 5             6
SI. Name of Work Bid Value in INR Cost of Tender Form EMD @ 2.5% of the Completion time
No. /Documents in INR bid value in INR (in months)

1. Drawing of Optical Ground Wire (OPGW)
Cable on existing 132kv and 66kv
Transmission Lines and Integration of 18,94,62,868.00 3,00,000.00 47,36,572.00 18 months
leftover substations sith State Load
Despatch Centre- (Balance Work)

The bids should be submitted online in the website www.sikkimtender.gov.in.The eligible bidders should have their own portal enrolment and digital signature certificate (DSC).

SCHEDULE OF DATES FOR e-TENDERING
       SL.No. Activity Date & Time

1 Date of publishing of tender in the portal 31.07.2025
2 Document Download/Sale Start Date 31.07.2025
3 Pre bid Meeting 06.08.2025 in the O/o Chief Engineer

(SLDC) at 1100 hours
4 Bid submission start date 07.08.2025 from 1000 hours
5 Bid Submission end date 27.08.2025 up to 1600 hours.
6 Last date of physical submission of Tender Fee and Earnest Money 28.08.2025 1100 hours up to 1530 hours

Deposit (EMD) along with hard copy of tender document.
7 Date & time of Technical bid opening 01.09.2025 at 1100 hours.
8 Date & time of Financial bid opening 02.09.2025 at 1100 hours.

GENERAL TERMS & CONDITIONS OF TENDER:
1. The e-tender is open only to the eligible contractors/bidders of appropriate grade/Class enlisted with the Power Department as per Notification No.21/R&B/PWD/Secy dated

18/10/2023.
2. The work/bid value put to tender is inclusive of design, supply, erection, transportation, testing & commissioning and exclusive of all taxes and CESS.
3. Cost of tender documents in the table above at column 4 (non-refundable) in the form of DD/Bank Draft from the State Bank of Sikkim or any nationalized bank in favour of

Director (F&A), Power Department shall have to be uploaded (scanned copies of the originals).
4. Earnest money @ 2.5% of tender value duly deposited in the State Bank of Sikkim or any nationalized bank of India should be in the form of Fixed Deposit (FD)/ Bank Draft (BD)

in favour of Director (F&A), Power Department, Govt. of Sikkim, Gangtok shall have to be uploaded (scanned copies of the originals).
5. The DD/BD/FD specified in Sr. No. 4 & 5 in original should be submitted in sealed envelope duly mentioning the name of bidder indicating enlistment registration number to

the office of the tenderer within the time limits specified in the notification Office Memorandum No. 11/Fin/Adm. dated 24/08/2012 vide serial No. 14f(iv).
6. Mandatory documents:

i. Updated/Validated enlistment certificate.
ii. GST registration and latest Professional Tax Clearance Certificate.
iii. Latest financial capability certificate/solvency certificate from any Nationalized Bank/State Bank of Sikkim for minimum of Rs 0.5 Crore.
iv. Manufacturers Authorization Form (if applicable).

7. The tenders will be opened by the Tender Opening Committee in presence of the tenderer or their authorized representatives who wish to be present on the date and time
indicated above.

8. The representatives of the tenderer should produce the letter of authority of the tenderer to whom he/she is representing at the time of opening of tender.
9. The scope of work includes design, supply, transportation, handling, insurance, storage during construction, erection, testing & commissioning of electrical, electronics &

telecommunication equipment's for above mentioned project.
10. The tenderer should have their own experienced engineers and other technical staff who are conversant with implementation of electrical, electronics & telecommunication

works.
11. In addition to above conditions, other conditions laid down in Sikkim Public Works Manual 2009 along with latest amendments shall be applicable.
12. The department reserves the right to accept or reject any or all the tenders without assigning any reasons thereof.

sd/-
Chief Engineer (SLDC)

(119)

Before the Sub Division Magistrate at
Gangtok, Sikkim

Sl. No.A432237

AFFIDAVIT
I,Sumit Gurung, S/o Shri. Babin Gurung R/o Kopibari Syari, Lower

Syari, Near Army Hospital, Tadong, Gangtok Sikkim, do here by

Solemnly affirm and declare on oath as follows:

1. That my father's true and actual correct name is "Babin Gurung"

as recorded in his Certificate of Identification Vide Serial No.412 Vol

No.III Sl.No.669/DCE Dated:21.08.1991 issued by the Office of the

District Collector East District, Gangtok.

2. That inadvertently my father's name has been mentioned as

"Bobin Gurung” Instead of "Babin Gurung" in my Birth Certificate

bearing registration no.04/c-316, date of registration 12/07/2004 and

also in my School Certificate.

3. That this affidavit is made on oath to declare that "Babin Gurung"

and "Bobin Gurung" is only a same person ie.my father.

4. This affidavit is made bonafide.

Deponent

Sumit Gurung

VERIFICATION

I do hereby verify and state that the declaration made in Paragraph

1to 4 herein above is true to the best of my knowledge and my belief.

I have signed this affidavit on 3rd December of 2024 at Gangtok, Sikkim.

Identified by:         Deponent

Iksha Subba  Sumit Gurung

Before the Learned Oath Commissioner
at Gangtok, Sikkim

Sl. No. A380899

AFFIDAVIT
I, KISHAN BARDEWA, son of late A.M. Bardewa, aged about 59 years, by faith Hindu, resident of Enchey

Compound, Tibet road, Gangtok, Sikkim, do hereby solemnly affirm and declare on oath as under:

1. That, in my School Transfer Certificate vide SL. No. 7071 and Character Certificate vide SL. No.

43169 issued by West Point Sr. Sec. School, my name has been recorded as "KISAN BARDEWA" and my

father's name has been recorded as "A.M. BARDEWA", and in my name Electoral Photo Identity Card vide

EPIC No. TFF0018705, my name has been recorded as "KISHAN BARDEWA" and my father's name has

been recorded as "A.M. BARDEWA".

2. That, in my Unique Identification (Aadhaar) Card vide No. 3371 1410 4354, my father's name has

been recorded as "PACHI BARDEWA", and my name has been recorded as "KISHAN BARDEWA" .

3. That, I hereby swear an oath that the names "A.M. BARDEWA" and "PACHI BARDEWA" are of same

and one person representing my father only, and his official name is "A.M. BARDEWA", and the names

"KISAN BARDEWA" and "KISHAN BARDEWA" are of same and one person representing me only, and my

official name is "KISHAN BARDEWA".

AND WHEREAS, the above mentioned statement is true to the best of my knowledge and belief and

nothing material has been concealed therefrom and I have signed this affidavit on this the 25th day of July

2025 at Gangtok, Sikkim.

Identified by me:                                                         Deponent

Roshni Bardewa             Kishan Bardewa

R/o Tibet road, Gangtok

Sikkim



 SIKKIM HERALD                     4Gangtok (Wednesday) August 06, 2025

Gangtok, July 30: Cancer cases
in Sikkim have been rising at an
alarming rate. The Government of
Sikkim is committed to supporting
every citizen in the fight against
cancer.

Over the past few months,
following the priority and
guidance of Mr Prem Singh
Tamang, Chief Minister, to
emphasize cancer care in Sikkim,
the Department of Science and
Technology and the Health and
Family Welfare Department have
been collaborating closely.

Cancer data from Sikkim
over the last decade was
thoroughly analyzed, revealing
unique patterns related to cancer
incidence, type, ethnicity, and
spatial distribution specific to the
state. This analysis was presented
with the Department of Health
Research and the Department of
Biotechnology, Government of
India, along with a request to
implement state-specific
interventions for cancer care in
Sikkim.

Following this, based on a
request from the State
Government, the Department of
Health Research, Government of
India, organised an expert
consultation titled “Expert
Consultation on Cancer

Mangan, July 31: On the final leg
of his visit to all districts, Mr Ashit
Rai Chairman, IPR Department,
visited District Information Centre,
IPRD, Mangan, today.

Under the guidance of Chief
Minister Mr Prem Singh Tamang,
the Chairman immediately after
taking charge, undertook the tour
to the district offices of IPR
Department to interact with the
employees and get a first hand
account of the activities,
achievements and challenges.

The Chairman convened a
meeting of the officials, where he
was briefed in detail about the
ongoing activities and
accomplishments. The Chairman
also took note of the challenges
being faced by the district office,
which included space constraints

Gangtok, July 31: An awareness
session on Nasha Mukt Bharat
Abhiyan was conducted by
Information and Public Relations
Department (IPRD) in collaboration
with Nasha Mukt Bharat Abhiyan
Cell, Social Welfare Department at
the conference hall, Soochna
Bhawan, today.

Dr Satish Rasaily Senior
Consultant at De-addiction Centre
Chiwataar, Mr Mahesh Sharma
Additional Director Social Welfare
Department, Mr Ram Kumar
Tamang Deputy Director Social
Welfare Department, and Ms Pinki
Bhutia Social Worker Counsellor
attended the session as the
resource person.

Ms Annapurna Alley
Secretary IPRD, assured full
cooperation of the Department in
the implementation and awareness
of Nasha Mukt Bharat Abhiyan
and Nasha Mukt Sikkim Abhiyan,
emphasising its role as the state’s
official publicity department in
driving awareness campaigns on
substance abuse. She urged
department officials to take
proactive steps in spreading
awareness through articles, video
messages, and other
communication mediums. She also
expressed hope that the session
would be both informative and
serve as a driving force for
meaningful action and greater
public involvement.

Senior Consultant, provided
an overview of the various forms
of addiction and the wide range of
substances both legal and illegal
that contributes to substance
abuse. He discussed the root
causes that often lead to substance
overuse. He highlighted the
provisions of the Juvenile Justice
Act and further elaborated on the
classification of substances that
are often misused. He also shared
real-life addiction stories to
illustrate the physical,
psychological, and social
consequences of drug abuse. He
outlined available treatment
methods, rehabilitation services,
and the role of family and
community support in the recovery
process.

Press Release from Science and Technology Department
Prevention and Control in Sikkim,”
at the India International Centre,
New Delhi on 28th July, 2025.

The consultation was
chaired by Dr. Rajiv Bahl, Secretary
of the Department of Health
Research and DG of ICMR. The
consultation was attended by
leading cancer experts from across
the country, representing the
ICMR, AIIMS, Tata Memorial
Hospital, NICPR, NCDIR, other
institutions, senior officials from
the Department of Biotechnology,
Government of India, along with
officials from the Department of
Science and Technology and the
Department of Health and Family
Welfare, Government of Sikkim.

During this event, it was
collectively decided to develop
Sikkim as a model state for cancer
prevention and early detection. It
was also agreed to prioritise four
cancers with high incidence in the
state, namely stomach,
oesophageal, breast, and cervical.
Based on detailed deliberation,
three priority areas were identified
innovative research on localised
cancer pathways, action research
on diagnostics, genomics, gut
microbiota, metabolomics, and
ethnographic studies to decode
the unique cancer landscape in
Sikkim.

Another point was on state
wide cancer awareness and
behaviour change campaign in
which launch of a comprehensive
education campaign to address
key risk factors such as diet,
alcohol, tobacco, etc. and promote
cancer literacy.

Early detection through
population-based screening by
implementation of proactive,
community-level screening
programmes targeting high-
incidence cancers to detect and
treat them early was also
deliberated.

Recognising, Sikkim’s
impressive record in public health
innovation and service delivery, it
was decided that Sikkim is ideally
positioned to be developed as a
model state in the country for
cancer prevention and detection.
To implement this strategic plan,
three subgroups comprising
national and state-level experts are
being formed to co-develop a
comprehensive proposal within a
month, which will be funded
through a centre-state partnership
mode. This is not just a health
initiative, it is a commitment to save
lives, build resilient communities,
and make Sikkim a beacon of hope
in the fight against cancer.

Chairman IPRD visits Mangan
District Office

and other shortcomings.
After lending a patient

hearing to the submissions made
by the officials, the Chairman
acknowledged the crucial role of
IPRD and the efforts being put by
the officials and staff in every
assignment. The Chairman shared
about his past experience as a
journalist and added that he is
aware of the challenges faced by
the district offices. During his
address, Chairman expressed his
gratitude to the Chief Minister for
bestowing upon him the
responsibility to serve in the
department.

The meeting concluded with
the officials of the department
expressing gratitude to the
Chairman for his visit to the district
office.

Awareness session on Nasha Mukt
Bharat Abhiyan at IPRD

Additional Secretary
underscored the growing concern
over the rising misuse of drugs and
emphasised the urgent need for
such awareness campaigns. He
also stressed the importance of
raising awareness and the fight
against drug abuse as a collective
social responsibility, calling on
society as a whole to unite in this
effort.

Social Worker Counsellor
elaborated on various types of
addiction and emphasised the
critical need for regular awareness
sessions to educate individuals
and communities. She highlighted
the importance of providing
responsible and informed
counselling, along with actively
seeking feedback to improve
intervention strategies. She also
stressed the need to observe
behavioural changes as early
warning signs, which can enable
timely action. Additionally, she
discussed appropriate steps to
ensure effective support and
recovery.

Earlier in her welcome
address, Ms Anita Subba
Additional Secretary IPRD
emphasised that the session was
a collective stand against the
growing menace of substance
abuse. She stated that the Nasha
Mukt campaign is not just a
campaign, but a call for both
awareness and action. She urged
everyone to contribute towards
strengthening towards this cause
and expressed hope that the
session would be both inspiring
and impactful.

Nasha Mukt Bharat Abhiyan
is a nationwide initiative launched
by the Ministry of Social Justice
and Empowerment, Government of
India. The campaign aims to create
awareness about the harmful
effects of drug abuse and  promote
a drug-free lifestyle, especially
among youth. It focuses on
preventive education, community
outreach, and the involvement of
youth volunteers, educational
institutions, and civil society
organisations.

The session was attended
by officers and staff of IPRD.

establishing clear goals and
deadlines. He cautioned that funds
could be withdrawn if these
saturation targets are not met.
Therefore, targeted implementation
at the grassroots level is crucial,
he added.

The Chief Minister stated
that reaching saturation is a team
effort that depends on the
commitment of frontline staff and
the concerted efforts of allied
departments. Although Sikkim has
an adequate manpower, he pointed
out that timely and successful
implementation depends on
effective manpower management.
Noting that other districts should
not become complacent just
because Soreng is the only
Aspirational District, he urged
healthy competition among all
districts.

The Chief Minister made
reference to grassroots
governance, pointing out that the
majority of Gram Panchayat Units
are run by knowledgeable and
qualified Panchayats whose
opinions need to be actively used.
He further urged the development
of a systematic roadmap to direct
advancement as development
requirements keep changing. He
explained that the Institute for
Transforming Sikkim (ITS) was
founded in this context to promote
integrated development planning
and offer strategic guidance.

Additionally, he brought
attention to the State’s
underutilised infrastructure,
emphasising the necessity of
developing mechanisms that
guarantee the best possible use of
the resources already in place.

The Chief Minister stressed
on the importance of the data
produced by the DESME and
urged officials to carefully examine

it in order to find any gaps or
weaknesses that need to be fixed.
He assured that all district-specific
issues brought up during the
campaign would be addressed by
the State Government. He also
mentioned about the increasing
number of suicides in the State,
especially among young people,
and mentioned online gaming as a
growing challenge. He gave
examples of how internet addiction
has led to mental health problems
and even suicides. In response, he
declared that coordination
meetings would be held shortly to
fully address these urgent social
issues.

Mr R Telang, Chief Secretary
lauded the collaborative efforts
across Departments and Districts
to carry out the Sampoornata
Abhiyan. He emphasised the
importance of evidence-based and
data-driven governance, stating
that although Sikkim does well on
national metrics, a more thorough
examination of DESME data is
necessary to pinpoint its
weaknesses and advantages. He
called for transforming data-driven
governance into evidence-based
administration, where every policy
decision and developmental
intervention is informed by
accurate and timely data. In order
to realise the goal of a ‘Sunaulo,
Samriddha, ani Samarth Sikkim’, he
urged for targeted, indicator-based
planning.

Ms Devika Rani Sharma,
Se cr e ta ry-cum-DG,D ESME
presented an update on the current
status of SDG goals in the State
while offering key insights into the
measurable progress and future
focus areas.

Mr Sunny Kharel, Staff
Officer to Chief Secretary
presented an overview of the
Sampoornata Abhiyan, outlining
its objectives, progress, and
impact on grassroots governance
and development.

Three district-level
presentations were showcased by
their respective District Collectors
namely; Ms Anupa Tamling
(Namchi), Mr Tenzing D
Denzongpa (Gyalshing) and Mr
Dhiraj Subedi (Soreng),
highlighting developmental
milestones and innovations from
their respective districts.

Thereafter, the Samaroh
celebrated the contributions of
Namchi, Gyalshing, and Soreng
Districts towards the saturation of
Key Performance Indicators (KPIs)
under the Aspirational District and
Blocks framework.

Soreng District was
conferred two medals by NITI
Aayog; Gold for its exemplary
performance under the
Aspirational Blocks Programme
and Silver under the Aspirational
District Programme. The medals
were received by Mr Dhiraj Subedi
DC Soreng along with  Mr Ram
Kumar Gurung BDO Chumbung.

Namchi Block under Namchi
District, having achieved
saturation in three KPIs under
Aspirational Blocks Programme,
was awarded the Copper medal.
The recognition was received by
Ms Anupa Tamling DC Namchi
and Mr Upendra Rai BDO Namchi.

Chongrang Block under
Gyalshing District, having
saturated four KPIs, was awarded
the Bronze medal. DC Gyalshing
received the honour alongside  Ms
Geeta Kumari Gurung BDO
Chongrang.

Additionally, Certificates of
Appreciation were presented to the
officers and frontline workers of all
three districts in recognition of
their dedicated service and
contribution to the campaign’s
success.

The programme also had the
presence of Mayor, Deputy Mayor,
and Councilors GMC, Panchayats,
Additional Chief Secretaries,
Secretaries, ADCs, BDOs and
senior officials of various
departments.

Contd from front page
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Gangtok, August 2: State Level
PM-Kisan Samman Nidhi
programme was observed at the
Auditorium of Agricultural
Engineering and Post-Harvest
Technology (CAEPHT), CAU,
Ranipool, today.

The event featured a live
telecast of the national-level PM-
Kisan Samman Nidhi programme
held in Varanasi, Uttar Pradesh.
During the telecast, the Prime
Minister, Mr Narendra Modi,
virtually transferred 20,500/-
crore to over 9 crore 70 lakh farmers
across the country as part of the
20th installment of the scheme.

The event was jointly
organised by the State
Agricultural Management and
Extension Training Institute

Gangtok, August 3: The fourth
edition of the Tendong
Knowledge Series, organised by
the Tendong Lho Rum Faat
Celebration Committee-2025
(TLRFCC–2025), commenced at
Chintan Bhawan, today.

This year’s series is themed
“Sikkim@50: Indigenous
Wisdom and Heritage as Guides
to Sustainable and Resilient
Futures”, reflecting a deep
exploration of traditional
knowledge systems in the context
of modern challenges.

The morning session
formally marked the beginning of
the Tendong Lho Rum Faat 2025
celebrations and brought
together scholars,  cultural
custodians, and government
representatives to deliberate on
the contemporary relevance of
indigenous knowledge and
heritage.

The programme was graced
by Mr NB Dahal Minister for
Roads and Bridges and also
Chairman, TLRFCC–2025.

The proceedings began
with a ritual offering led by Mr
Nim Tshering Lepcha Bongthing,
invoking the ancestral energies
of the land in a traditional
spiritual gesture.

A cultural performance
titled Minor Vyom (Lyang Arey
Saa) by students of PNGSS
followed, celebrating the oral
traditions of the Lepcha
community. Thereafter, a video
tribute was presented in honour
of late Padma Shri GS Lama,
commemorating his lifelong
contributions to Sikkimese
culture.

Mr Karma Loday Lepcha
General Secretary of Renjyong
Mutanchi Rong Tarjum (RMRK),
delivered the welcome address,
Ms Mayalmit Lepcha, spoke on
the significance of Tendong Lho
Rum Faat, highlighting its
spiritual, ecological, and cultural
importance. Likewise, Mr Tseten
Lepcha presented a brief
overview of the Tendong
Knowledge Series, elaborating
on its evolution as a platform to
showcase the scholarly work of
the Lepcha community.

In his keynote address, Mr
Pintso Namgyal Lepcha Minister

Tendong Knowledge Series–4 inaugurates Tendong Lho Rum Faat 2025 Celebrations

Sikkim observes State-Level PM-Kisan Samman Nidhi Programme

for Forest and Environment
Department-cum- President
TLRFCC–2025, underlined the
importance of preserving identity
through intergenerational
knowledge sharing. The
knowledge shared today holds
value for future generations, he
said. Referring to students as flag
bearers of the future, he urged
them to apply the insights shared
during the session and engage
in deeper academic exploration.
He further assured the State
Government’s full support for
students across various
disciplines.

The Minister also
announced that a series of
events will take place as part of
the celebrations,  including
cultural showcases,  literary
tributes, and interfaith prayers.
He highlighted that these prayers
will be offered not only for
community well-being but also
for global peace echoing the
inclusive and compassionate
spirit of indigenous traditions.
Additionally, he also informed
about the plan to honour literary
stalwarts in the upcoming
programmes for their role in
preserving cultural identity.

The academic session
featured insightful presentations
by Dr Laydong Lepcha, who
presented on a patent-granted
technology for planting
Thysanolaena maxima as a
method for landslide prevention.
Additionally, Dr Mongfing
Lepcha, shared a comparative
study on fertility and mortality
among the Lepchas of Sikkim.
Similarly,  Mr Rimp Dorjee
Lepcha, from Culture
Department,  spoke on the
tangible and intangible heritage
of Sikkim.

Mr Chewang Norbu
Chairman of the Primitive Tribe
Welfare Board and President
(RMRT), spoke about the RMRT,
which was established in 1982
and completed 42 years of
service for the welfare of the
Lepcha people in Sikkim. He also
shared insights on the Tendong
Knowledge Series and
encouraged students to pursue
education in the interest of
community upliftment.

Mr Tomtuk Lepcha Joint
Secretary RMRT, presented a
report t itled ‘Awakening
Rongkup to Rong Sukdum’,
detailing the achievements of the
Sikkim Lepcha Association.

A major highlight of the
morning session was the official
launch of the Rong Learning
Mobile App developed by the
Rong Ring Lepcha Culture and
Welfare Society (RLCWS),
Kalimpong, the app represents a
significant leap in preserving the
Lepcha language through digital
means. Prior to the launch, Mr
Gideon T Lepcha gave a briefing
on the genesis and vision of the
app.

The members of RLCWS
namely; Mr Gideon T Namchu
(Ex-IAS), Mr STS Lepcha (Ex-
IFS), Ms Catherine Lepcha, Mr
Zerah C Zerong, and Mr
Chewang Rinchen Lepcha were
felicitated for their contributions
to this cultural initiative.

Additionally, a children’s
book titled “Eetdeysa Noor”,
published by the Lepcha
Department of Nar Bahadur
Bhandari Government College,
Tadong (NBBGC), was released.
The book aims to educate and
inspire children through
indigenous narratives.

The event witnessed the
presence of dignitaries, including
Mr Delay Namgyal Barfungpa
MLA-cum-Advisor, Mr Kunga
Nima Lepcha Advisor to CM,
GMC Councillors; Mr Jorden
Lepcha Padma Shri awardee,
former Legislators, members of
the Institute of Transforming
Sikkim; retired officials; teachers
and students from various
institutions; and members of the
local community.

In the afternoon session
Bridges of the Tendong
Knowledge Series–4, unfolded
with a blend of scholarly
discourse, policy reflections, and
community recognition.

The event, spotlighted the
intersection of indigenous
knowledge systems, cultural
resilience,  and sustainable
development.

The academic
presentations commenced with
Dr Mayalmit Lepcha, delivering

a paper tit led ‘Indigenous
Knowledge Systems and Social
Change among the Lepchas of
Sikkim during the Namgyal
Dynasty’. This was followed by
Dr Tenzing Zangmu Lepcha, who
presented her research on
‘Health Care Practices in Rural
Sikkim: A Case Study among
Lepchas of Bakcha and Chojo
Villages’. The final presentation
was given by Mr Palden Pazo,
Joint Director, Planning and
Development Department, who
gave an overview of the Institute
of Transforming Sikkim (ITS) and
its vision for knowledge-led state
development.

Delivering the valedictory
address,  chief guest-cum-
Chairman of TLRFCC–2025 Mr
NB Dahal,  described the
Knowledge Series as a living and
evolving tribute to Lepcha
heritage.  Applauding the
initiative’s cultural and
intellectual depth, he stated that
the series exemplified the right
pathway for youth engagement.
Commending the visionary
leadership of Mr Tseten Lepcha,
the Minister expressed that the
ongoing and upcoming events
would further cement cultural
pride and scholarly participation
among the younger generation.
Minister also conveyed his best
wishes for the upcoming events
scheduled under the Tendong
Lho Rum Faat banner, expressed
confidence that the spirit of
cultural pride and community
participation would carry forward
into each programme.

A special address was
delivered by Professor Pravin
Mishra, Head of the Department
of Law, Sikkim University, who
lent academic gravitas to the
session.

The gathering was also
enriched by the reflections of Mr
Kunga Nima Lepcha Advisor to
the Chief Minister and Patron of
TLRFCC–2025. He commended
the organisers for curating a
platform that encouraged
meaningful discourse and cross-
generational knowledge
exchange. He highlighted the
significance of disaster
management and environmental
resilience as vital themes for

safeguarding Sikkim’s fragile
ecology. He also made an appeal
for the preservation and
revitalisat ion of indigenous
languages.

The session also honoured
the contributions across multiple
domains with felicitations
extended to under academic
honours, the felicitation was
presented to Dr Laydong
Lepcha, Dr Mongfing Lepcha, Dr
Mayalmit Lepcha and Dr Tenzing
Zangmu Lepcha.

In community service the
felicitation was presented to
Miss Yangchen Tongden Lepcha
and in sports excellence the
felicitation was presented to Late
Hangu Norden Lepcha, Mr Nim
Tshering Lepcha and Late
Soloman Lepcha.

Likewise, in biodiversity
conservation the felicitation was
presented to Biodiversi ty
Management Committee (BMC),
Hee-Gyathang and in culture, the
felicitation was presented to Late
Rinzing Lepcha (Goma).

Mementos were presented
to notable guests and
contributors including Dr Pravin
Mishra, Prof Veenu Pant, Ms
Namrata Thapa, Dr Neeraj
Adhikari,  Dr James Saring
Lepcha, Mr Palden Pazo Lepcha,
faculty from Paljor Namgyal Girls
School, Mr Chunnilal Ghimirey,
Mr Rim Dorjee Lepcha, Mr
Choten Tshering Lepcha, as well
as representatives from Modern
SSS, West Point SSS, Tashi
Namgyal SSS, Tadong SSS,
Bojoghari SSS, Sichey SSS,
NBGCC, Khangchendzonga
State University, and Deorali
SSS.

The event witnessed the
presence of several dignitaries
including Mr Pintso Namgyal
Lepcha Minister for Forest
Department, Mr Delay Namgyal
Barfungpa MLA-cum-Advisor, Mr
Kunga Nima Lepcha Advisor to
CM, Ms Chungchung Bhutia
Chairperson UDD, GMC
Councillors, Mr Jorden Lepcha
Padma Shri awardee, former MPs,
former Legislators, members of the
Institute of Transforming Sikkim,
retired officials;.teachers and
students from various institutions;
and members of the local
community.

(SAMETI) Department of
Agriculture, Indian Council of
Agricultural Research - Krishi
Vigyan Kendra (ICAR-KVK)
Gangtok District, and Agricultural
Technology Management Agency
(ATMA) Department of
Agriculture Government of Sikkim.

The Pradhan Mantri Kisan
Samman Nidhi (PM-Kisan) is a
centrally sponsored scheme that
provides 6,000/- annually to
landholding farmers. The financial
assistance, disbursed in three
installments of 2,000/- every four
months, aims to support families
with agricultural inputs and
domestic expenses. The funds are
transferred directly to the
Aadhaar-seeded bank accounts of
eligible beneficiaries. The

programme is being implemented
across Sikkim at district, block, and
village levels.

In his keynote address, Mr
TT Bhutia Principal Director
Agriculture Department, outlined
the opportunities available in the
agriculture sector and urged
farmers to utilise Sikkim’s identity
as an organic State. He assured the
farmers that he would address the
issue of human-wildlife conflict to
the best of his ability. He proposed
the adoption of protected farming
as a potential solution that could
enable both increased crop
cultivation and wildlife
preservation.

He further directed all
stakeholders to work proactively
towards promoting the export of

Sikkimese agricultural products.
He concluded his address by
thanking the farmers for their
participation.

Ms Rachna Gurung Director
SAMETI, explained the details of
the PM-Kisan Samman Nidhi
scheme to the farmers and outlined
the eligibility criteria. She informed
the gathering that 34,057 farmers
in Sikkim had received at least one
instalment under the scheme and
thanked the Agriculture
Department’s field staff for their
efforts. She also encouraged
farmers to inform others about the
scheme at both personal and Gram
Sabha levels.

Mr SK Dutta Dean, CAEPHT
CAU Ranipool,  encouraged the
farmers to bring their concerns to

the college.
An interactive session was

held during the event, where
farmers and officials/scientists
discussed various agriculture-
related issues in detail.

Earlier, Ms Sushmita Lama
Tamang Deputy Director,
Agriculture Department, delivered
the welcome address. She
highlighted the significance of the
PM-Kisan scheme and stated that
the programme reaffirmed the
government’s commitment to the
farmers.

The event was attended by
officers, Head-cum-Scientist of
KVK, BTMs, ATMs, officials from
the Agriculture Department and
farmers.
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Gangtok, July 30: Chief Minister
Mr Prem Singh Tamang chaired a
coordination meeting for the
preparations of the upcoming
Aama Samman Diwas, scheduled
to take place on August 10 in
Rangpo at Samman Bhawan,
today. The event is aimed at
celebrating and honouring the
unconditional love, sacrifices, and
lifelong contributions of mothers
from across Sikkim.

As part of the programme,
eligible mothers who meet the
criteria set by the State
Government will be felicitated and
awarded cheques under the Aama
Sashaktikaran Yojana, a State
Government initiative designed to
empower and uplift women across

CM chairs preparatory meeting for Aama Samman
Diwas

the State.
During the meeting, the

Chief Minister highlighted the
crucial role of mothers in shaping
society. He described mothers as
caregivers, educators, and mentors
who instill essential values such
as compassion, empathy, and
responsibility in their children,
values that serve as the foundation
of a strong and morally conscious
society.

The Chief Minister issued
clear directives to all attendees,
including Cabinet Ministers,
Members of the Legislative
Assembly (MLAs), Advisors,
Political Secretaries, Officers on
Special Duty (OSDs),  Secretary of
the Women, Child, Senior Citizen

and Divyangjan Welfare
Department, and other officials. He
urged them to form dedicated
teams in each constituency to
identify genuine and deserving
beneficiaries with complete
fairness and transparency.

“No deserving mother
should be left out, and no injustice
should occur in the selection
process,” the Chief Minister
stressed, calling for a collective
effort marked by sincerity and
integrity.

Describing the initiative as
more than just a Government
scheme, he referred to it as a
heartfelt tribute to the enduring
strength and motherhood.

Gangtok, July 30: Mr MT Sherpa,
Relief Commissioner-cum-
Secretary Land Revenue and
Disaster Management Department,
chaired a day-long workshop on
Stakeholders Awareness and
Capacity Building on Landslide
Disaster Management at
conference hall of SSDMA, today.

Organised by Geological
Survey of India (GSI) under the
Ministry of Mines, Government of
India, the workshop had the
presence of the Mr Prabhakar Rai
Director SSDMA, Mr Ashish Nath
Deputy Director General of GSI
Guwahati, officers from GSI,
NHPC, CWC, Department of Mines
and Geology, DAC Gangtok,
dignitaries from across the State
who participated via online,
stakeholders along with officers
and staff of SSDMA.

The purpose of the
workshop is to strengthen disaster
resilience by emphasising the
critical need to make landslide-
related information accessible to
all, especially communities in
vulnerable and remote areas.

Relief Commisioner-cum-
Secretary shared that GSI has
maintained a long-standing
partnership with SSDMA. Despite
its natural beauty, Sikkim faces
serious topographical and
geographical challenges, making it
prone to disasters such as
landslides, floods, and
earthquakes. He highlighted that
the state has been experiencing
increasing rainfall each year, which
needs urgent attention and
mitigation. He also pointed out the
rising anthropogenic issues
affecting the region. He stressed
the importance of learning
essential skills for post-disaster
management and emphasised the
need for both engineering
solutions and increased
awareness.

He informed that the
department is set to implement the
National Landslide Risk Mitigation
Programme (NLRMP) in
collaboration with National
Disaster Management Authority
(NDMA). Phase I of the NLRMP

Workshop on Stakeholders Awareness and Capacity
Building

will target high-risk zones,
specifically Lumsey and Mangan.
This phase includes the
installation of sensor-based early
warning systems, slope
stabilisation measures,
community-based mitigation
strategies, multi-hazard risk
assessment, a GIS-based slope
information system, and capacity
building for engineers, geologists,
and local institutions.

He also noted that a
preliminary review of the State’s
Project Proposal Report (PPR)
revealed a stronger focus on
software components than
hardware. He said that the
workshop aims to highlight GSI’s
efforts in landslide mitigation and
other natural disaster solutions.

He highlighted the
‘Bhookshalan’ mobile application,
developed by GSI, which crowd
sources information to enrich the
national landslide inventory. He
also mentioned the ‘Bhukosh’
portal, an online platform offering
geoscientific data from GSI.
Regional forecasting systems are
also in place, he said.

Given the increasing
frequency of landslides and their
impact on the State, the Relief
Commissioner stressed the need
for timely and actionable
technologies. Referring to GLOF
and Chaten issues, he noted that
resources and technologies must
be implemented effectively or risk
being wasted. He concluded by
thanking the stakeholders for
organising the workshop, which he
said would support ground-level
actions and help mitigate the
effects of natural disasters.

The first session closed with
a vote of thanks proposed by the
Vice Chairman, Department of Land
Revenue and Disaster
Management, Government of
India, Mr VK Sharma.

Thereafter, the technical
session was followed, which
included several presentations,
namely,  an overview of landslide
studies in parts of Sikkim and the
Himalayas by Director and Head
of Office GSI, State Unit: Sikkim,

Gangtok, Mr Prashant IIamkar.
Landslides in Sikkim

Himalaya, was presented by Mr
Zoden Sherpa Assistant Geologist,
Mines and Geology Department,
Government of Sikkim.

Challenges of landslides and
adopted engineering solutions
was presented by Mr Anoop
Kumar Patel Dy GM-Geology Mr
Sailendra Singh Bariha and Senior
Mgr-Geology, from Teesta VI HE
Project- Balutar-Singtam, NHPC
Limited (A Government of India
Enterprise).

Bhooskhalan Mobile
application, (A crowd-sourced
application for enriching the
national landslide inventory) by
Mr Rejwanul Islam Senior
geologist, GSI SU Sikkim.

Experimental Regional
Landslide Forecasting System and
Data Sharing by Mr Sumit Kumar
Senior Geologist, GHRM Centre,
Geological Survey of India.

Aditionally, Mr Keshav
Koirala Assistant Director, SSDMA
gave a presentation followed by
an interactive session followed the
presentation segment. Experts and
officials underscored the urgent
need to make landslide-related
information easily accessible to
every citizen, especially those
living in vulnerable and remote
areas. The importance of
community engagement, early
warning systems, and cutting-
edge digital tools like the
Bhooskhalan Mobile Application
was highlighted.

With nearly 80% of Sikkim’s
landmass prone to landslides,
officials stressed the critical role
of timely communication and last-
mile connectivity in saving lives.
Platforms like WhatsApp and local
disaster management groups were
identified as vital tools for
disseminating real-time alerts and
fostering community coordination.
The integration of Aapda Mitras,
trained community volunteers and
community science approaches
was lauded as a transformative
step toward inclusive and effective
risk management.

Gangtok, July 31: To
commemorate 5th anniversary of
launch of National Education
Policy 2020, Akhil Bharatiya
Shiksha Samagam (ABSS) 2025
was organised by Ministry of
Education, Government of India at
Bharat Mandapam, Pragati
Maidan, New Delhi on July 29.

Union Minister for
Education, Mr Dharmendra
Pradhan attended the inaugural
session along with the Minister of
State (Independent Charge) for
Skill Development and
Entrepreneurship and Education,
Mr Jayant Chaudhary and the
Minister of State for Education and
Development of North Eastern
Region (DoNER), Dr Sukanta
Majumdar and Education
Ministers from 13 State/ UTs.

Mr Raju Basnet, Minister for
Education Department
represented Sikkim.

He was accompanied by Mr
Tashi Chopel Lepcha Secretary
(School Education)-cum-State
Project Director (SPD) Samagra
Shiksha and Mr Dig Vijay Basnet,
Programme Officer, Samagra
Shiksha, Department of Education.

In his inaugural address, Mr
Dharmendra Pradhan expressed his
delight over completion of five
years of NEP2020 and
congratulated the states for
successful implementation of its
recommendations. He further
remarked that as the nation moves
towards the vision of ‘Viksit Bharat
2047’, the National Education
Policy serves as a national mission
guiding the way forward.

During the programme, Mr
Dharmendra Pradhan unveils
projects more than 4,000 crore,
including new initiatives, campus
inaugurations, and foundation
stone laying. The event also had
panel discussions on various
themes encompassing key areas of
NEP, setting the agenda for the
next phase of Educational
Transformation.

The delegation from Sikkim
paid a visit to various stalls set up
by different bodies under Ministry
of Education. The exhibits in the
stalls featured innovative
initiatives and best practices in
school and higher education. The
exhibition reflected NEP’s vision
through themes such as
experiential learning, AI-driven
solutions, inclusive infrastructure,

digital transformation,
sustainability and community
engagement. Stalls such as
Prerana- Experiential Learning
Programme, Atal Tinkering Labs-
AI Innovations and Vidyanjali &
ULLAS – Community Engagement
highlighted he impactful model
from across the country.

They also participated in
four thematic sessions focussed
on key priority areas of NEP 2020:
the use of Bharatiya Bhasaa in
teaching and learning;
Anusandhan and the Prime
Minister ’s Research Fellows
(PMRF) for nurturing India’s next
generation of academic and
industry leadership; re-
envisioning secondary education
to achieve 100% Gross Enrolment
Ratio (GER) by 2030; and the
transformative role of Artificial
Intelligence in teaching and
learning.

ABSS 2025, celebrating 5
transformative years of National
Education Policy 2020 serves as a
platform for academicians,
policymakers, educators, industry
leaders, and government
representatives to review the
remarkable progress made under
NEP 2020 and chart the way
forward.

This national event brings
together policymakers, educators,
institutional leaders, and
stakeholders from across the
country to reflect on the progress
made under NEP 2020, showcase
success stories and innovations,
explore the future roadmap for
Indian education and strengthen
the vision of Viksit Bharat @2047.

Earlier, the dignitaries paid a
floral tributes to Padma Vibhushan
Dr K Kasturirangan, Chairman of
the Drafting Committee of the
National Education Policy (NEP)
2020, in recognition of his
visionary leadership and
pioneering contributions to India’s
education and space sectors.

The event was also
attended by Secretary, Department
of Higher Education, Secretary,
Department of School Education
and  Literacy; academicians,
Chairpersons and heads of various
Autonomous Bodies under
Ministry of Education; Regional
Officers of CBSE, KVS, NVS; VCs
/ Directors / Heads of HEIs, senior
officials from other Ministries,
State Education Secretaries, State

Press release from Education
Department


