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Pearls  of Wisdom

“Be the change that you wish to see in the world.”
 Mahatma Gandhi

Gangtok, March 13: In a special
function held at Raj  Bhawan, the
Governor, Mr. Ganga Prasad, also
the Patron- In- Chief of Bharat
Scouts and  Guides, Sikkim,
conferred ‘Rajya Puraskar’ to 15
Guides contingents and 07 Scouts
contingents from nine different
schools spread across three
districts of Sikkim.

The Governor also handed
over Leader Trainer Certificate to
Mr.  C. K. Sapkota and Assistant
Leader Trainer Certificate to Mr.
Bhim Subba on the occasion. State

Chief Commissioner, Bharat
Scouts & Guides, Dr. H.P. Chettri,
State Secretary and Treasurer of
the organisation, Assistant State
Training Commissioner of Guides
were present on the occasion.

Dr. Chettri provided
detailed insight into the activities
and camps of the Bharat Scouts
and Guides in Sikkim, and the
competitions for the nomination
of Rajya Puraskar.

While addressing the
contingents, the Governor urged
them to use the training they have

gained for the service of society
and the nation. He also stressed
on the organisation’s role in
grooming the youth to be self-
reliant and serve as a platform to
motivate and encourage the
students to aim big in life. The
organisation should train the
scouts and guides in leadership
and selfless service in society, the
Governor added.

The awardees will now
compete for the next year ’s
Rashtrapati Award through
National Level Testing Camp.

Gangtok: With the announcement
of the General Elections, 2019  by
the Election Commission of  India
on March 10, the number of calls
being received in the State Contact
Centre has increased significantly.

Hence, to cope up with
the increase in the traffic of calls
being received, the office of the
Chief Electoral Officer, Sikkim has
decided to extend the timing of
the State Contact  Centre 1950 from
9.00 AM to 9.00 PM on all days of
the week (including Sunday and
Holidays).

With the announcement of
Schedule for General Election to
the 17th Lok Sabha and the
Legislative Assemblies including
Sikkim, the Model Code of
Conduct for guidance for Political
parties and Candidates have come
into force w.e.f March 10, 2019.

The Chief Secretary of
Sikkim held a meeting with all
HODs and briefed them on the
enforcement of the Model Code of
Conduct and guidelines to be
adhered by all Government
Department and authorities.

The following instructions
have been reiterated through
Home Department Circular dated
March 11, 2019:

1.Conduct of Government
Servant:- No Government servant
shall take part in party politics such
as public meeting, campaigns,
rallies etc. and they will  act in
neutral manner in respect of
political party.

2. Use Govt. Vehicles :- There
is a total ban on use of official

vehicles for touring in districts by
any political party, candidate or
any person connected with
election except officials performing
election related duty. The ban is
applicable to Government vehicles,
Public Sector Undertakings,
Cooperative Societies etc.

3. Discretionary Funds: All
spending from the discretionary
fund is stopped immediately.

4. Leave and transfer of
government servants: leave of
Government servants related to
Elections to be avoided. Ban on
transfer, appointment or promotion
of all employees of government
and Public undertakings.

5. The MCC prohibits any
party or candidate from  making
use of any Government
accommodation including office
premises for the purpose of
election propaganda

6. Schemes undertaken for
tackling emergencies related to
natural disasters should be done
after prior approval of
Commission.

7. Prohibition of
announcement of new projects,
programmes, new sanctions and
concession of financial grants in
any form. No work shall start in
respect of which even if the work
orders have been issued before the
Model  Code of  Conduct came
into effect, if the work has actually
not started in the field.

Also, instruction has been
received for removal of all

Governor confers Rajya Puraskar to
Guides and Scouts contingents of
Sikkim

Directives for Model Code
of Conduct

The Election Commission of India, vide press note bearing No.
ECI/PN/23/2019 dated l0th March, 2019, has announced the schedule
for General Elections to Lok Sabha and Legislative Assemblies in Andhra
Pradesh, Arunachal Pradesh, Odisha and Sikkim, 2019. The following
is the schedule for General Elections to  Lok Sabha and Legislative
Assembly of Sikkim:

   Sl.No     Event Date
    1         Date of issue of notification        18th  March, 2019 (Monday)
    2         Last date for filing nominations  25th March, 2019 (Monday)
    3         Scrutiny of nominations         26th March, 2019 (Tuesday)
    4         Last date for withdrawal of
               candidature         28th  March, 2019 (Thursday)
    5         Date of poll         11th April, 2019 (Thursday)
    6         Counting of votes                         23rd  May, 2019 (Thursday)
    7         Date before which election
               shall be completed         27th  May, 2019 (Monday)

With the announcment of the general elections by the Election
Commission of India, the Modal Code of Conduct shall come into force
with immediate effect in the State of Sikkirn and shall be applicable to
all candidates, political parties and the State Government.

Chief Electoral Officer
Sikkim

Contd.on page 4

Gangtok, March 10: A press
conference regarding the
Upcoming General Elections,
2019 in Sikkim was held at the
Conference  Hall of the Office of
the Chief Electoral Office (CEO)
at Baluwakhani, Gangtok, today.

The press conference had
the presence of the Chief
Electoral Officer, Mr. R. Telang,
Special Chief Electoral Officer,
Mr. Prabhakar Verma and a host
of press and media persons.

Addressing the press
conference, the Chief Election
Officer (CEO), Mr. R. Telang,
announced the schedule for the
upcoming Lok Sabha Election
for 1 parliamentary constituency
and 32 constituencies of the
Sikkim Legislative Assembly
2019. He said that the State
Election Commission has started
the process of implementing the
Model Code of Conduct and
have already made essential
preparations and put various
mechanism in place for the
smooth and fair conduct of the

be one Expenditure Observer for
each assembly constituency
along with  3 flying squads for
each assembly constituency to
respond to any complaints on
the violation of Model Conduct
of Conduct and the guidelines
of the Election Commission.

Similarly,  Video
Surveil lance teams,  Stat ic
Surveillance teams and Media
Certification and Monitoring
Committee (MCMC) teams have
been set up to check the flow of
any suspicious items that would
affect the process of election in
the State, he added.

After the announcement
of the Election schedule 2019,
the Model Code of Conduct has
come into effect in the State. The
Model Code of Conduct bars the
Government from announcing
policy decisions ahead of the
elections.  The term of the
present Lok Sabha will end on
June 03, 2019.

Sikkim to go poll on April 11, 2019
elections in the State.The CEO
announced that the polls in
Sikkim will be held on April 11,
2019 in the f irst  phase of
election. He also announced
March 18, 2019 to be the first day
for the nomination process and
March 25, 2019 as the last day
of nomination for the candidates.
He further announced May 23,
2019 as the day for the
announcement of the election
results. He mentioned that the
last day before the completion
of the full election process will
be  May 27, 2019.

Simultaneously, he briefed
the gathering that  the l ine
departments have already
complied and acted upon the
directions of Election
Commission of India. He further
mentioned that a 24/7 Control
Room has come into force for the
enforcement of Model Code of
Conduct in the State.

The CEO added that proper
mechanism has effectively been
put into place for which there will

Governor Mr. Ganga Prasad presenting Rajya Puraskar to Scouts and Guides contingents at Raj  Bhawan.
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District Diary

Gyalshing, March 11: In a Press
Conference called  by the DC-
cum-DEO, Mr. Karma R. Bonpo
along with SP (West), Mr. Tenzing
Loden Lepcha. The DEO
mentioned that since the General
Elections has been declared by
the Election Commission of India,
the Model Code of Conduct has
come into force.

The DEO mentioned to the
Press that there are 141 Polling
Stations in the West District, out
of which  41 Polling Stations
have been identified as ‘Critical
Polling Booths’.  Also, 6 Women
Specific Polling Booths have
been identified which would be
manned exclusively by Women
Personnel. He informed that a
total of 160 Polling teams, 19
Sector Magistrates, 16 Flying

Squads, 16 Static Surveillance
Teams, 8 Video Surveillance
Teams and 8 Video Viewing Teams
have been formed to conduct
peaceful elections. He also
informed that Control Room
would start to function as soon
as possible from March 11, 2019.

He mentioned that
Nominations and Scrutiny
process would be conducted at
the Office of the District Collector,
DAC. Only 3 vehicles are allowed
to be brought by the candidate
and shall not be allowed to park
outside the DAC gate. A total of
4 persons including the
Candidate are to accompany to
the Office of  the DEO. He also
informed that Identity cards
would be given to all the
candidates, Polling Agents and

Officers attached to the Election
Process for restricted entry to the
Election Office Premises. He
further informed that the EVM
Strong Room would be made at
the Kyongsa Girls Senior
Secondary School and
randomization of the EVMs
would be done on March 15, 2019
(tentatively). The Dispatch of the
EVM to the Polling Parties would
be done by April 10, 2019. The
EVM Strong Room would be
under strict surveillance and
manned by 1 Platoon of CRPF  for
optimum security. 

The Phone Numbers of the
District Control Room are: 03595-
250639; 03595250888. The Official
Phone Number of the District
Election Officer is: 9733365905. 

Mangan, March 12: With the
announcement of the General
Election, 2019 by the Election
Commission of India on March
10, District Magistrate-cum-
RO (North) Mr. Raj K. Yadav
and SP(North), Mr. Kungzang
Dorjee Shangderpa conducted
a coordination meeting with
those officials  who are
engaged with election duty at
the DAC Conference Hall,
today.  The meeting was
convened with regard to free,
fair and robust conduct of
election.

The DM briefed that 24x7
District Control Room has been
established at  the DAC
Conference Hall with land line
No. 03592-234204 and 03592-
234438l. As informed by the
Distr ict  Collector-cum-
Returning Officer (North),
people can lodge their
complaints in District Control
Room through Landline No.
03592-234204 and 03592-
234438 and online C-Vigil
application on any violation of
the Model Code of Conduct.
 Nomination of the candidates
will start from March 18 and
polling will be held on April 11.

In total ,  there are 52
Polling Stations in the District.
6 Flying Squad,  6 Stat ic
Surveillance Team, 10 Sector
Magistrate (SM) and 10 Sector
Police Officers are deputed in
the District to enforce the

Model Code of Conduct (MCC)
effectively. For Expenditure
and Monitoring of the
Candidate, 3 Video Viewing
Team (VVT),  4 Video
Surveillance Team (VST), 3
Accounting Team and 3
Assistant  Expenditure
Observer (AEO) have been
appointed and are present in
the Control Room.

All Polling Stations have
been ensured regarding
assured Minimum Facilities.
Sector Magistrates are directed
to visit all Polling Stations
physically for mapping
vulnerabil i ty as per the
directions of the Election
Commission of India. During
the meeting, the Distr ict
Magistrate directed the Sector
Magistrate to ensure removal
of any poli t ical  posters,
hoardings etc.  from
everywhere in the district and
to submit report on assured
minimum facilities of all Polling
Stations before March 18 and
also to ensure facilities like
wheel chair and necessary
volunteer of PWD voters.

The meeting emphasized
on the use of C-vigil, National
Grievances Redressal system
portal  (NGRS) online
applications. Master Trainer,
Mr. Mahesh Sharma, imparted
quick overview of the Model
Code of conduct.

Namchi, March 12: With the
implementation of the Model
Code of Conduct in the State,
District Collector-cum-
DEO(South), Mr. Ragul K, held a
meeting with the Sector
Magistrates at the Conference
Hall of DAC, today. Present
during the meeting were ADC
(South) Mr. Satyen Pradhan,
SDM (HQ) Mr. Hemant Rai along

Namchi, March 12: A
coordination meeting with the
representatives of various
Political parties was chaired by
the District Collector cum District
Election Officer (South), Mr.
Ragul K, and SP (South) Mr.
Manish Verma. Present amongst
others were ADC (South) Mr.
Satyen Pradhan, SDM (HQ) Mr.
Hemant Rai along with other
officials.

Addressing the gathering,
the DEO briefed about the
various aspects of the Model
Code of Conduct and its
guidelines with regards to
Political parties. Mr. Ragul K.

Namchi, March 12: A meeting
with  the bankers of South
District was held at the
Conference Hall of DAC, today.
The Resource Persons for the
meeting were SDM (Namchi),
Ms. Choden Gyatso, along with
Chief Pay and Accounts Officer,
Mr. Sunil Sharma, and
representatives from various
banks.

During the meeting, the
Resource Persons urged the
bankers to keep a strict vigil on
the accounts opened by the
various political parties and the
candidates and also if any kind
of suspicious cash transactions
take place during the election, it
should be reported accordingly.
They also urged the attendees to
monitor cash transactions,
maintain cash and bank register

Gyalshing, March 12: The
District Collector-cum-District
Election Officer (West), Mr.
Karma R. Bonpo along with SP
(West), Mr. Tenzing Loden
Lepcha, ADC (West), Mr. Karma
Lodey Lepcha and SDM
(Gyalshing), Mr. Gilbert Lepcha
met with the members of the
Political parties of West Sikkim at
the DAC Conference Hall,
Gyalshing. 

In the meeting, the DC-
cum-DEO informed that the
Model Code of Conduct is in
order and must be strictly
adhered to. He mentioned  that
the political parties need to
follow the guidelines of the MCC.
He informed that areas have been
designated for them for postering
and banner placements. He
further informed that spaces to

along with many more important
categories relating to the
upcoming general elections. The
Resource Persons also
highlighted that the bankers need
to follow the rules and
regulations of the Election
Commission of India.

Similarly, a meeting with
printers and publishers was held
at the chamber of District
Collector cum DEO (South), Mr.
Ragul K. He spoke indepth about
the rules and regulations which
need to be followed by the
concerned printers and
publishers. He added that
Appendix  A is required to be
filled in by the concerned
publishers and that three sets of
printing materials need to be
submitted at the DEO’s office. 

with other officials.
Addressing the gathering,

the DEO spoke in detail about
the various guidelines of ECI
pertaining with the Sector
Magistrates. He informed that
there are a total number of 16
Sector Officers and 160 Polling
Stations in the district. He
highlighted that anyone found in
violation of the Model Code of

all parties would be made
available. 

He also mentioned that
private areas can be used after
availing NOC from the private
party and permission from the
office of the DEO. He further
mentioned that permission for
the conduction of Public
Meetings and use of public
places needs to be sought not
earlier than 7 days and not later
than 2 days. He informed that a
single window system would be
created for the easement of the
Political parties.  

A sum of  `2500/- for the
use of small ground and `5000/-
for the use of big ground needs
to be deposited at the Head of
HRDD if the political parties
choose to use the School
Grounds for campaigns. 

SP (West) also spoke
about the law and order issues
which the parties need to follow
under the MCC.  He further
stated that the political parties
must read and follow the MCC
norms to avoid difficulties.  

Training on Expenditure
and other important Election
related issues would be given to
the Candidate after March 29,
2019. A half an hour meeting
between the DEO and the
Political parties from March 29 till
the day of Poll April 11 would be
conducted everyday wherein the
political parties can state their
grievances and discuss them. 

Representation during the
meeting were from Sikkim
Democratic Front (SDF), Sikkim
Krantikari Morcha (SKM) and
Bharitya Janta Party (BJP).

spoke about the required
permission needed by the political
parties from the concerned
departments. He informed that
the posters, pamphlets and
banners to be used for election
campaign have to be printed
following the ECI guidelines. He
also informed that from this year
onwards the ballot paper will also
include the photo of the candidate
and urged the attendees that it is
imperative for them to fill in the
essential forms and submit the
required photos.

Speaking during the
meeting, SP (South) Mr. Manish
Verma detailed the permission

which needs to be sought from
the office of the SP, namely, for
the rally of vehicles, selecting of
meeting place and many more
significant matters relating with
the contesting political parties.
Additionally, the SP emphasized
that they need to maintain peace,
smooth law and order at all times.

During the course of the
meeting, Nodal Officer for
Expenditure Monitoring spelled
out the significance of
maintaining the expenses of
candidates as per the guidelines
of ECI.

DEO(West) holds meeting with various political parties

DEO (South) calls meeting with political parties

DAC (South) holds meeting with bankers of
South District

DEO (South) holds meeting with Sector Magistrates

DEO(West) details course of Election procedure DM (North) holds coordination meeting

In order to the facilitate smooth functioning of the General Election
2019, the district level control units have been established in various
districts and the details are as below:

Control Room Details for General Elections 2019

Sl.      District Incharge control room
No phone no
1      WEST Surat Gurung,                      03595 - 250639

ADC (D),Gyalshing /250888
2      NORTH Delak Pradhan, Joint 03592 - 234438

Director North HRDD 284222(F)/
234234

3      EAST Sonam Wongyal 03592 - 284026
Lepcha, D.D. Disaster /284444/
Management 284222(F)

4      SOUTH Choden Gyatso, 03595 – 264404
SDM Namchi /264927

State ControL Room
03592 – 203660 Toll free Voter Help line no

Conduct will be liable for action
by the concerned election
official. The DEO also
encouraged that smooth co-
ordination needs to be arranged
between the various officials
engaged in the election duty.

The number for District
Control Room is 03595 264404,
264927 the fax number for the
same is 264734.

Log on to www.ipr.sikkim.gov.in
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Office of the Chief Electoral Officer
Gangtok - Sikkim

No. Elec./44/17-18/231                                                                                                             Dated: 23.2.2019

C. Publication of advertisements
INSTRUCTION Sl. No. 35
Election Commission’s letter No. 437/6/2004-PLN III, dated 08.03.2004 addressed to the Cabinet

Secretary. Govt. of India, the Secretary, Ministry of Information and Broadcasting, Govt. of India, the Chief
Secretaries to the Govt. of all States and Union Territories and copies to Chief Electoral Officers of all
States and Union Territories

Subject: Display of advertisements and hoardings at the cost of public exchequer.
It has come to the notice of the Commission that a number of hoardings depicting the achievements of

the party in power are being displayed by the Union and the States/UT Governments at the cost of public
exchequer Your attention is invited to sub-para (iv) of para VII - Party in Power- of the Model Code of
Conduct for the Guidance of Political Parties and Candidates which is as under:-

The party in power whether at the Centre or in the States/UTs concerned shall ensure that no cause is
given for any complaint that it has used its official position for the purposes of its election campaign and
in particular-(iv) Issue of advertisement at the cost of public exchequer in the newspapers and other
media and the misuse of official mass media during the election period for partisan coverage of political
news and publicity regarding achievements with a view to furthering the prospects of the party in power
shall be scrupulously avoided.’

With the announcement of the schedule of elections to Lok Sabha and the legislative Assemblies of
Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka,Orissa and Sikkim on 29" February 2004 the Model Code of Conduct came
into force immediately. The continuing display of such hoardings and advertisements at the cost of public
exchequer, even if such Hoardings, advertisements or posters were displayed prior to the date of
announcement of elections, constitutes a violation of the Model Code of Conduct as it provides an undue
advantage to the party in power and has the effect of influencing the voters in favour of the party in power.

The Commission directs that all such hoardings, advertisements, etc. on display shall be removed
forthwith by the concerned authorities and a compliance report furnished to the Commission.

The Commission has also directed that no advertisements should be issued in the newspapers and
other media including electronic media at the cost of public exchequer during the election period and the
misuse of mass media during the election period for partisan coverage of political news and publicity
regarding achievements with a view to furthering the prospects of the party in power should be scrupulously
avoided.

All Ministries/Departments/Offices of the Central Government and the State Governments may be
informed of this directive of the Commission for immediate compliance.

INSTRUCTION Sl. No. 36
Election Commission’s letter No.509/75/2004/JS-I, dated 15.04.2004 addressed to the Chief Electoral

Officers of all the States I Union Territories.
Subject: - Supreme Court’s Order dated 13th April, 2004 relating to advertisements of political

nature on TV Channel and cable networks.
I am directed to enclose herewith a copy of the order dated 15th April. 2004, passed by the Commission

in pursuance of the Order dated 13th April. 2004. of the Hon’ble Supreme Court in SLP (C) No. 6679 of 2004
(Ministry of Information and Broadcasting Vs. M/s. Gemini TV Pvt. Ltd. and others).

2. It may be noted that the Commission has directed that for pre-viewing, scrutinizing and certifying
advertisements to be telecast over TV channels and cable networks by any registered political party or by
any group or organization I association, having headquarters in NCT of Delhi, the Chief Electoral Officer,
Delhi is to constitute a Committee as directed in paragraph 6 (i) of the Order. Similarly, the Chief Electoral
Officers of other States I Union Territories will constitute Committees for dealing with applications by
political parties and other associations I groups with headquarters in their States I Union Territories, as
per paragraph 6 (iii). Vide paragraph 6 (v) of the Order, the Returning Officer of every Parliamentary
Constituency have been declared as Designated Officer for previewing, scrutinizing and certifying
advertisements by individual candidates contesting election from the constituency concerned. For the
candidates contesting the current general election to the Legislative Assemblies of Andhra Pradesh,
Karnataka, Orissa and Sikkim and the bye-elections in some States, the Returning Officer of the
Parliamentary Constituency comprising the Assembly Constituency concerned will entertain applications
for certification of advertisements.

3. The Chief Electoral Officers of all States I Union Territories are also required to constitute further
a Committee to attend to complaints I grievances in regard to the decision of the Committees Designated
Officers on the application for certification of advertisements.

4. Each application for certification is to be submitted before the Committee concerned or the
Designated Officer concerned in a statement as per the format prescribed in Annexure-A appended to the
Order. The certificate for telecast for an advertisement is to be given by the Committee I Designated Officer
in the format as given in Annexure-B appended to the Order. The applicants are required to submit two
copies of the proposed advertisements in electronic form alongwith an attested transcript thereof.

5. A proper record in a register should be maintained for all applications received for certification.
Each application should be serially numbered and the serial numbers should also be indicated on the
two copies in electronic form and the receiving officer should affix his signature on the electronic copy. After
issue of certificate, one electronic copy of the advertisement as certified for telecast, should be retained by
the Committee / Designated Officer.

6. All Chief Electoral Officers may take immediate action for acquiring, by hiring or purchase,
necessary equipments / infrastructure, such as television. VCR, VCD, etc. that may be required for the
purpose of previewing and scrutinizing of advertisements by the Committees and Designated Officer in
their State / Union Territory. Any purchase made are to be in accordance with the rates and procedures
approved by the State Governments for similar items.

7. The Commission’s order may be given wide publicity and this may be specifically brought to the
notice of all District Election Officers / District Magistrates. Returning Officers, TV Channels, cable operators
and political parties in the State / Union Territory.

8. Kindly acknowledge receipt.

COPY
ELECTION COMMISSION OF INDIA

NirvachanSadan. Ashoka Road, New Delhi-110001.
No. 509/75 2004/JS-IDated 15th April, 2004.

ORDER
1. Whereas, Section 6 of the Cable Television (Regulation) Act. 1995. provides that no person shall

transmit or re-transmit through a cable service any advertisement unless such advertisement is in conformity
with the prescribed advertisement code; and

2. Whereas, Sub- rule (3) of Rule 7 of the Cable Television Network (Regulations) Rules, 1994
laying down the advertising code in terms of the above mentioned Section 6 provides that “no advertisement
shall be permitted, the objects whereof, are wholly or mainly of a religious or political nature; advertisements
must not be directed towards any religious or political end”; and

3. Whereas, the High Court of Andhra Pradesh, by its judgement and order dated 23-03- 2004 in
WPMP No.5214/2004 (Gemini TV Pvt. Ltd. Vs. Election Commission of India and others), suspended the
above mentioned provisions of Rule 7(3) of the Cable Television Network (Regulation) Rules, 1994; and

4. Whereas the Hon’ble Supreme court, by its interim order dated 2-4-2004. in SLP (Civil).

In the Court of the District Magistrate,
East Sikkim, Gangtok

(Order under Section 144 Cr.P.C of 1973)
Dated: 11/03/2019

To: The Public in general, East District, (Except
members of Sikkim Police,Sikkim Armed Police, Central
Paramilitary Forces and Army)

Whereas The Election Commission of India has announced
General Election 2019 for the Assembly Constituencies and
Parliamentary Constituency within the State of Sikkim and

Whereas, it is likely that during the campaign period processions,
rally, public meeting etc. will be organized by the various candidates
and their supporters and during the process there is a likelihood of
breach of public order and

Whereas I am satisfied that an immediate preventive action is
warranted in the whole of East District to prevent disturbance of public
peace and tranquility.

Now therefore. I, Kapil Meena, IAS, District Magistrate, East District,
Gangtok in exercise of the powers vested in me under Section 144 of
Cr. P.C 1973. do hereby pass following order:

A. Prohibition on Assembly of People in groups:-
1. There shall be no Assembly of 5 (five) or more persons

sloganeering, demonstrating, rallying, dharna, shouting,
campaigning or carrying out any other activities without permission
from the competent authority which may cause disturbance to the
process of Election, public peace and tranquility.

B. Prohibition on possessing Arms.-
1. No person shall posses or transport any fire arms, arms

other than fire arms such as Sword, Khukuri, Bamphok, Draggers.
Bayonets, Spears (including lances and javelins), Cattish (Caput)
Battle Axes, Knife and all other such weapons with sharp edges but
excluding other equipments designed for Domestic, Agricultural
Scientific or lndustrial purpose.

 2. No person who is;
(a) Taking part in election campaign or;
(b) Attending a public meeting or;
(c) Visiting Polling Station or office of the Returning Officer/Asstt.

Returning Officer shall carry with him Lathi, Stick or any tool which
can be used as weapon.

C. Restriction on Movement of Vehicles:-
During the election campaign or otherwise, movement in form of

vehicular rally of more than three vehicles is prohibited. This shall not
be applicable to the following:-

(a) Vehicles engaged in Law &. Order duties and other poll
related official duties;

(b) Vehicles used by Security Personnel for discharge of their
duties;

Further no vehicle will be used in any election campaign without
the express permission from the competent authority.

D. Restriction on Communication oral or written:-
(i) No person shall be giving verbal, printed or written matter

published or thereby disseminates any matter which may cause hatred
between different section of Society or provoke or incite people to
violence.

(ii) No person shall use loud speakers installed on a vehicle,
without due permission of the District Superintendent of Police.

(iii) No slogan shouting is permitted after 5.00 PM in any gathering
or in any moving vehicle .

E. Restriction on Cross Border Movements:-
No person shall enter and exit East District by crossing the inter

State Border except through designated Check Post at following
locations:-

(a) Rangpo Check Post
(b) Rhenock Reshi Check Post
This shall not be applicable to the Government Officials doing so

in discharge of their duties.
As this is a case of emergency and circumstances do not admit

personnel service, this order is passed ex-parte.
The order will come in force with immediate effect and will remain

in force till the Election process is over, unless withdrawn earlier.
This order shall apply to the area comprised within the border of East
District of the State of Sikkirn.

All Sub-Divisional Magistrates, Sector Officer-in-Charge of Police
Stations are directed to ensure strict compliance of these prohibitory
orders.

Given under my hand and seal today the 11th day of March, 2019

MemoNo. 85/DCE/                                                     Date:11/3/2019

kEEp SIkkIMkEEp SIkkIMkEEp SIkkIMkEEp SIkkIMkEEp SIkkIM
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Gangtok, March 11: With the
announcement of the schedule for
2019 General Election to Lok Sabha
and Legislative Assemblies in the
State by the ECI on March 10, the
District Collector-cum-DEO (East)
Mr. Kapil Meena called on a press
meeting to brief about the
implementation of the Model Code
of Conduct (MCC).  

The following is the
schedule for General Elections to
Lok Sabha and Legislative
Assembly of Sikkim:

The Date of issue of
notification is March 18, 2019; Last
date for filing nominations  is
March 25, 2019; Scrutiny of
nominations is March 26, 2019;
Last date for withdrawal of
candidature is March 28, 2019; Date
of poll is April 11, 2019; Counting
of votes is May 23, 2019 and the
date before which election shall be
completed is May 27, 2019. 

The DEO briefed the media
that there are a total of 12
Assembly  Constituencies  in the
East  District with 214 Polling
Stations. He said that from today
onwards, District Control Room
will be functional 24/7 and that all
the field teams have also been
deputed for enforcement of
the Model Code of Conduct. The
field teams comprise of two Sector
Officers for each Constituency, 

totaling to 24 Sector Officers
holding Magisterial powers in the
East District. These Sector
Officers are deputed to ensure that
the Model Code of Conduct is
enforced successfully and under
these Sector Officers, 30 Flying
Squad teams to be deputed in the
field for implementation of MCC
and dealing with any violation.

SP(East), Mr. Hemraj Rai
informed that Sector Police
Officers and Sub-Sector Police
Officers will also be deputed for
vigilance and monitoring. Apart
from these teams, Expenditure
Monitoring Teams, Video
Surveillance Team, Video Viewing
Team, Accounting Team are also
in place for strict adherence of the
Code of Conduct and for
monitoring election expenditure. 

Addressing queries
related to safety provisions in
place, SP (East) informed that
along with the state police force,
10 additional companies of para-
military forces are being sent to the
State. It was informed that
sensitive Polling Stations will be
given extra security and further
stated that at present, an
approximate of 77 Polling Station
locations have been identified as
sensitive, critical and vulnerable
areas, the number of which would
change as per law and order

situation.
The DC who is also the

Returning Officer/(East) informed
that this year, Biraspati Parsai
Senior Secondary School,
Ranipool, would be the venue of
the Strong Room and poll day
works for East district.

Later, the DEO  briefed the
representatives of different
political parties about various
issues related to the General
Election like security
arrangements, hoardings,
pamphlet distributions, venues of
public places for holding election
campaign etc. He also informed
that no public meetings with
regard to elections would be held
in Paljor Stadium this year.

The DEO also said that there
should be no event held without
the permission of the DC Office,
including permission of
campaigning vehicles and public
meeting venue permissions.
He stated that pre-certification of
social media related to political
advertisements is necessary from
the Media Certification and
Monitoring Committee (MCMC).
Clarifications of various issues
were also done by the DEO with
the representatives of various
political parties.

Gangtok, March 10: A training
programme  for the Ld. Chief
Judicial Magistrates, the Ld. Civil
Judge-cum-Judicial Magistrates
and Ld. Advocates in the Bar
Association of Sikkim was
organized at Sikkim Judicial
Academy, Sokeythang, today.

Judge, High Court of
Sikkim and Judge In-charge, Sikkim
Judicial Academy, Mr. Justice
Bhaskar Raj Pradhan, was the
Resource Person for the
aforementioned programme.

The training programme
was on “Framing of Issues”.
Framing of  Issues is an  important

procedure in civil litigation which
involves both an Advocate and
the Judicial Officer, therefore, to
learn better how to frame issues,
the Sikkim Judicial Academy
under the guidance of the Judge,
High Court of Sikkim and Judge
In-Charge, Sikkim Judicial
Academy,  Mr. Justice Bhaskar
Raj Pradhan, formulated a new
method in this learning process
which was more of interaction
and discussions about the
provisions involved in framing
issues, under the Code of Civil
Procedure 1908.

Q 1. What is an Electronic Voting machine? In what way its functioning is different from the
conventional system of voting?

Ans. Electronic Voting Machine (EVM) is an electronic device for recording votes. An Electronic Voting
Machine consists of two Units- a Control Unit and a Balloting Unit -joined by a five- meter cable. The
Control Unit is placed with the Presiding Officer or a Polling Officer and the Balloting Unit is placed inside
the voting compartment. Instead of issuing a ballot paper, the Polling Officer in-charge of the Control Unit
will release a ballot by pressing the Ballot Button on the Control Unit. This will enable the voter to cast his
vote by pressing the blue button on the Balloting Unit against the candidate and symbol of his choice.

Q2 When the EVM was first introduced in elections?
Ans. EVMS were first used in 70- Parur Assembly Constituency of Kerala in the year 1982.
Q3. How can EVMs be used in areas where there is no electricity?
Ans. EVMs do not require electricity. EVMs run on an ordinary battery assembled by Bharat Electronics

Limited/Electronics Corporation of India Limited.
Q4. What is the maximum number of votes which can be cast in EVMs?
Ans .An EVM being used by ECI can record a maximum of 2.000 votes.
Q5. Who has designed the EVMs?
Ans.The EVMs have been devised and designed by the Technical Experts Committee (TEC) of the

Election Commission in collaboration with two Public Sector undertakings Viz., Bharat Elcctronics Ltd.
Bangalore and Electronic Corporation of India Ltd., Hyderabad. The EVMs are manufactured by the above
two undertakings.

Q6. What is Voter Verifiable Paper Audit Trail (VVPAT)?
Ans. Voter Verifiable Paper Audit Trail (VVPAT) is an independent system attached with the Electronic

Voting Machines that allows the voters to verify that their votes are cast as intended. When a vote is cast,
a slip is printed containing the serial number name and symbol of the candidate and remains exposed
through transparent window for 7 seconds. Thereafter, this printed slip automatically gets cut and falls in
the sealed drop box of the VVPAT

Q7. Whether VVPAT runs on electricity?
Ans. No VVPAT runs on a power pack Battery.
Q8. Where were VVPATs used for first time in India?
Ans. VVPATs with EVMs were used for first time in a bye-election from 51- Noksen (ST) Assembly

Constituency of Nagaland.
Q9. In our country a sizeable section of the population is illiterate. Will it not cause problems for the

illiterate voters?
Ans. Voting by EVMs is much simpler compared to the conventional system, where one has to put the

voting mark on or near the symbol of the candidate of his choice on the Ballot Paper fold it first vertically and
then horizontally and thereafter put it into the ballot box. In EVMs, the voter has to simply press the blue
button on Ballot Unit against the candidate and symbol of his choice and the vote is recorded.

Q10. Is it possible to  use EVMs for simultaneous elections for Parliament State Legislative
Assembly?

Ans. Yes however, during simultaneous elections 2 separate sets of EVMs are required one for the
Parliamentary Constituency and the other for the Legislative Assembly Constituency.

Q11. How long does the Control Unit store the result in its memory?
Ans. The Control Unit can store the result in its memory until the data is deleted or cleared.
Q12. Is it possible to vote more than once by pressing the button again and again?
Ans. No. As soon as a particular button on the Balloting Unit is pressed the vote is recorded for that

particular candidate and the machine gets locked. Even if one presses that button further or any other
button, no further vote will be recorded. This way the EVMs ensure the principle of “one man, one vote”. The
next vote is enabled only when the Presiding Officer/Polling Officer in-charge of the Control Unit releases
the Ballot by pressing the Ballot Button. This is a distinct advantage over the ballot paper system .

13. How can a voter be sure that the EVM is working and his vote has been recorded?
Ans. As soon as the voter presses the ‘blue button against the candidate and symbol of his choice, the

lamp against symbol of that particular candidate glows red and a long beep sound is heard. Thus, there
are both audio and visual indications for the voter to be assured that his vote has been recorded correctly.
In addition, VVPAT provides an additional visual verification in the form of paper slip to the voter so he can
ensure that his vote has been correctly recorded for the candidate of his choice.

District Collector (East) briefs on MCC Training programme for Judicial
Magistrates conducted

Contd. from front page

unauthorized political
advertisement, all wall writings,
posters, defacement in any other
forms on Government property,
public property and in public
spaces. Further, no advertisement
shall be issued in electronic and
print media highlighting the
achievements of the Government

at the cost of  public exchequer.
All photographs of political
functionary from official website
has to be removed. Direction has
been issued to all concerned
departments to furnish a list of
work which has already started on
the ground and list of fresh work
which has not started on the
ground for development
construction related activities to
the office of the CEO/ DEO within
72 hours of date of announcement
of the Elections.

Directives of...

Gangtok, March 13: In
connection with the upcoming
General Elections,2019 in East
District, the second round
of training to the Presiding
Officers and Polling Officers-1 was
held from March 11-13 at three
venues, namely, the Conference
Hall of DAC, Training Hall of
Traffic Police and Conference Hall
of Zilla Bhawan. The training
consisted of three batches per day
making it a total of altogether nine
batches in the three days training
course.

The Resource Persons for
the training were ADC (East), Mr.
Bharani Kumar; SDM (HQ), Mr.
Sunil Mothay; SDM (Rangpo), Mr.
Prem Kamal Rai; SDM (Pakyong)
Mr. Tenzing Dorjee Bhutia and
DPO (Zilla), Mr. Yadav K.Sharma.

The Presiding Officers and
Polling Officers-1were explained in
detail about their roles and duties;
basic functions and workings of
the EVM and VVPATs; importance
of CRC; errors; basic precautions;
commissioning and sealing; Mock

Second round of training to Presiding
Officers and Polling Officers -1 held

poll exercises; commensurate
entries in Form 17 C etc.

The District Collector- cum-
District Election Officer (East), Mr.
Kapil Meena, also addressed the
gathering and emphasized on the
responsibilities of  the  Presiding
Officers and Polling Officers. He
said that the main objective of the
training is to instil confidence in
operating the machines without
any fear. He urged all
the Polling personnel to perform
their duties in a fair manner so as
to help in the conduct of free and
fair elections. All statutory
functions and responsibilities of
both Officers were explained and
they were also trained on all
reporting formats of poll day.

 It was also informed that the
third and final round of training will
be conducted for full polling
parties wherein a final briefing will
be given to them before the actual
day of poll. The absentee polling
personnel would also be issued
show cause notice, it was informed.

New STNM conducts first operation
Gangtok, March 13: First
operation for gall stone (3
operations) was successfully
conducted at New STNM

Hospital by Dr. Passang Phempo,
today. Anaesthesia administration
 was headed by Dr. Nilima Pradhan,
HOD and her team.

EVM with VVPAT Unit
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